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STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 


o 


SCOTLAND: 


PART XVI. 


NUMBER I. 


PARISH OF COUPAR OF ANGUS. 


(CounTiEs OF PERTH AND FORFAR,—PRESBYTERY OF 
ME1GLE.—SYNOD or ANGUS A&D MEaRNS.) 


555 Mr Joan RiTcnit Student in Divinity at Markinch, 
* x 


Situation and Extent. 


HE pariſh of Cour ax lies towards the center of the 
| ſpacious valley of Strathmore. Though defigned of 
Angus, the greateſt part of it is ſituated in the county of Perch. 

The diſtance from the latter is 12 miles, and from Dundee 
nearly the ſame. The river Iſla is its northern boundary. 
The length of the pariſh is about 5 miles, in the direction of 
f 9. W. and N. E. The breadth is from 1 to 2 miles. Xin- 
& /oh and Batmyle, formerly belonged to this pariſh, but are 
now annexed to that of Meigle. | 
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Surface and Sil, —The pariſh is divided, length-ways, by a 
ridge or bank of conſiderable height. The aſcent of this 
bank from the ſouth is eaſy; from the north it is ſteeper. 
Contiguous, on the north fide, lie the Haughs of Iſla, con- 
taining upwards of 600 acres of a ſtrong clayey ſoil, Theſe 
haughs produce excellent crops of corn and graſs, It fre- 
quently happens, that, after northerly rains, the Iſla is ſwell- 
ed to ſuch a degree, as to lay the adjacent banks and haughs 
under water to a great extent; and, in time of harveſt, theſe 
inundations have been known to carry off large quantities of 
corn. Wherever the ground is elevated in any degree, the 
{oil is light and gravelly; in the low grounds the ſoil is either 
of a clayey or loamy nature. The Watten Mire is a common 
of conſiderable magnitude, containing nearly 200 acres, The 
people of the pariſh were wont to repair thither for turf and 
ſods, which they uſed in part as fenel. It is now totally uſe- 
leſs in this reſpect. Several overtures have been made to 
have this common partitioned among the heritors, but none 
have yet ſucceeded. Were it drained, and ſheltered with 
planting, it might turn to advantage. It now preſents a 
bleak and barren appearance in the heart of a rich corn 
country, The only plantation ground is in the weſt end 
of the pariſh, containing from 50 to 100 acres of common 
fir, the property. of Lord Privy Seal. In many places of the 
Pariſh and country adjacent, we meet with a red earth of a 
clayey unctuous nature, commonly called mortar, and ſome- 
times ufed in building. It is found a few inches below the 
ſurface, and reaches to a conſiderable depth. Below this ſtra- 
tum of red earth is found a foft ſtone of the ſame colour, 
which is, evidently, the ſame earth in a conſolidated form. 


Agriculture, The lands are now generally incloſed with 
thorn hedges. Formerly, the diſtinction between Ourfeld and 


Infield 


* 
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Infield was conſtantly obſerved. The former was cropped al- 
ternately with oats and bear; the latter, after a few ſucceſſive 
crops of oats, was ſuffered to lie out a number of years in lea. 
The run-rigg prevailed, too, in many places, Theſe abſurd 
practices are now worn out, and the modern improvements 
generally introduced. Ploughs drawn by cattle were former- 
ly in uſe. Theſe are now ſucceeded by ploughs with two 
horſes abreaſt, where one man both holds and drives. 


Produce and Cattle. Lint- ſeed is ſown in conſiderable quan- 
tities; and, when the ſeaſons prove favourable it ſucceeds 
very well; the lippie of ſeed frequently giving a ſtone of dreſ- 
fed flax, Half a century ago no wheat was raiſed in Coupar. 
The quantity is {till inconſiderable, owing to the difficulty of 
procuring manure, No field beans are raiſed, Oats, barlcy, 
and peaſe, are the grain in moſt requeſt. The barley is either 
ſold to the brewers in the town of Coupar, or carried to the 
neighbouring ports, where it is either maſted or put on ſhip- 
board. 'The other grain, made into meal, generally finds a 
ready market in the populous village of Coupar. The prices 
of the corn are the ſame as in the neighbouring pariſhes. The 
graſſes ſown are rye-graſs and red clover, No hay is made but 
for home conſumption. A few acres are generally fallowed in 
ſummer, and fields of turnips reared for the cattle againſt win- 
ter. Each tenant brings up young cattle in proportion to-the 
extent of his farm. Theſe he diſpoſes of to drovers, or ſuch 
as keep graſs parks, who feed them, and take them to Fal- 
kirk to meet the Engliſh merchants. There are no ſheep 
kept in this diſtrict. Potatoes are raiſed in large quantities, 
and are of great ſervice to the poor. It is not much above 20 
years, ſince this uſeful root came into general uſe in this pariſh, 


Leaſes. —The farms are commonly let for a term of 1 9 wears, 
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Mi The bridge over the ha, near Coppar, was built in 1565. 


a period by far too ſhort to rouſe the exertion of the tenant, 
and induce him to employ that labour and expence, in melio- 
rating the ſoil, which he might have in his power. Proprie- 
tors of land, it is preſumed, would find it ultimately to the 


advantage of their eſtates, did they give more ſcope to the 
farmer, by granting him a leaſe of triple the ordinary time. 
In ſuch a caſe it might be ſtipulated, too, that the proprietor 


ſhould receive a certain ſum of money upon the expiration of 


an ordinary leaſe. At the commencement of the lateſt leaſes 
the rents have been nearly doubled. The land, at an average, 


brings about 16s. per acre, though ſome farms are let at, above 
208. per acre, The number of acres in the whole; pariſh, by 
a groſs calculation, is about 2400, without includidg the com- 


mons; and the preſent rent is 22441. 


Climate, Diſeaſes, &c:—Remarkable inſtances of longevity. 


have ſeldom occurred, A poor woman died a few. years ago, 
who muſt have been 116 years, from what ſhe remembered 
to have ſeen. The- ſituation of the pariſh is healthy, there 
being no marſhy ground or ſtagnant water, nor any thing to 
obſtruct a free circulation of air. There are no diſeaſes pe- 
culiar to the place. Nervous and hyſterical diſorders are ſaid 
to be much more common now than formerly, owing, with- 


out, doubt, to the way of living, particularly to the more fre- 


quent uſe of ſpiritous liquors and tea. The prejudices againſt 
jaoculation are far from being n.. e among 
the. poorer ſort. . „ 

2 own, | Reads, > -2-:Cou UPAR: is divided by a vivulet; which, 
turning the. mills of -Kzzhoch, with two others in its courſe, 


| N into the Iſla “, about 5 miles to > the weſtward, The 


Abbey, 


'There 
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Abbey, with that part of the town which lies on the ſouth of 
this rivulet, falls within the county of Forfar. The reſt of 
the town and pariſh are in the county of Perth. The ſtreets 
are paved, and have lately been provided with lamps. The 
town has received conſiderable ornament, as well as advan- 
5 tage, from the excellent turnpike roads that have juſt been 
jfjiniſhed. The Perth road, from the weſt, falls upon the crofs 
in a direct line of about a mile; with this the Dundee road, 
* from the ſouth, forms a right angle; and, when the latter is 
0 carried directly through the town, to the eaſt, as is in con- 
templation, and the ground on each ſide feued for building, 
the beauty will be nearly completed. Several good houſes 
have lately been built here. The ſteeple was built in 1762, 
on the ſpot where the priſon of the court of regality ſtood. 

The view from the Beach Filt; northward of the town, is ſin- 
gularly delightful. The ye dontemplates' the theanders of the 
river Iſla, in its courſe through a fertile and extenſive plain; 

and, on the other fide, a champaign open country, variegated 
= with thriving villages and fruitful fields. There is a weekly 
market on 'Thurſday, and fairs in April, May, July, and De- 
cember. Coupar is ſuppoſed to have tripled the number of 
its inhabitants within the laſt half century. This increaſe is 

3» chiefly owing to the encouragement given to the manufac-. 
FF tering of. linen in this part vf the country, and partly to the 
.K monopoliſing of farms, by which ſmall tenants and trades 
WW people Have been obliged to remove to manufacturing towns. 


7 1 illages, Mills, Sc. Next to Coupar, the greateſt villages 
1 are-Balbrogie, Wellton, and Cadam ; and the number of fami- 
iss in che . of theſe does not exceed 35. There is ſcarce- 
1 " 


78 is yo bridge between that and Perth on the ons ſide, nar 
between it and the bridge of Deaxe on the other. 
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ly a garden in the pariſh that deſerves the name; culinary 
productions being more regarded than ornament or ele- 


gance. There are 2 rivulets and 5 mills; 1 in Coupar, 3 in 
Kethock, and 1 in Balgirſho, 


Manufafures,—There is a tannery in Coupar, which was 
built in 1781, wherein about 2600 hides of different kinds 
are dreſſed annually, and gooo ſtone of bark uſed. There is 
alſo a very conſiderable linen manufacture *, In 1792, there 
were ſtamped at the ſtamp- office in this town, all manufac- 
tured in the courſe of that year, and within the bounds of 
the pariſh, 97,810 yards of brown linen (in about 600 reed), 
and 116,793 yards of harn, Both theſe kinds are ſent to 
the Engliſh market. The linen is whitened at the bleach- 
fields in the neighbourhood, is uſed for buckram and hat 
linings, and is worth about gd. per yard. The harn is uſed 
for pack-ſheet, and is worth about 5 d. per yard, There is 
but one bleachfield in the pariſh, viz. that at Balgirſho, at 
which there are annually whitened about 200,000 yards. The 
number laſt year (1793) was only go, ooo yards. There are 
4 whiſky ſtills in the pariſh, 3 of 40 gallons, and 1 of 30, 


Population, The population of this pariſh has increaſed 
conſiderably within theſe 40 years, as will appear from the 
following Table : 


PorPVUL 4- 


* The introduction of the linen manufacture, into this pariſh 


and neighbourhood, was principally owing to Gro You, 
late a merchant in this town, a man of an uncommon capacity X 
for buſineſs and improvements. This man found means, by 7? 
petitioning the Board of Truſtees for the Forfeited Eſtates of 


Scotland, to procure a ſurvey, and eftimate of expence, for a 
Canal between PerTH and Forrar by this place. The plan 
was formed on a ſcale too expenſive for the ate of the country 
at that time, and was conſequently dropt. : 
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Population in 17993 = e 2 2 2076 
Ditto in 1755 - - - - 1491 
Increaſe - 585 

Annual average of births — 3 =o 60 
Ditto of marriages - - — — 15 
Ditto of burials - - - - - AL 

; Males. Females, Total. 
Number of ſouls under 10 years old 182 214 396 
between 10 and 20 - 192 179 371 
88 20 and 30 - 212 216 428. 
— Jo and 40 - 162 201 363 
———— 40 and 50  - 118 113-7 

= ———— o and 60 - 66 87 153 
Z — — G6o and 70 54 55 109 
= — 70 and 80 - 7 14 21 
= - — 80 and go - 6 3 9 
4 999 1082 2081 
in the town of Coupar 753 851 1604 
3 in the country - 246 231 477 
1 —=— unmarried perſons - 57 70 127 
= ——— widowers and widows -- 6 67 107 
— iſſenters - - 213 268 481 
1 ſervants “ — - 94 126 220 
journeymen and apprentices - 58 

Number 


A man ſervant's yearly wages are from 91. to 11 J.; a wo- 
man ſervant's from 31. to 41.; 1 pound (22 oz ) butter, gd. 


Beef ſells at from 3 d. to 4 d. per pound; a good hen from 18. 
9 to 1s. 6d, A maſon's wages are 18. 6d. per day; a taylor's 
10 d.; a man's hire for the harveſt 11. 10s. ; a woman's ditto 

RX 3 1.; a labourer's wages per day, with victuals, 1s. In general, 

che price of every thing is raiſed one third within theſe laſt 40 

XX years. | 
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Number of families in Coupar 4 i - 


— — ditto in the country - . - 
——— ditto of Epiſcopalians - » 377 Is 
———- ditto of Roman Catholics - - 
| PROFESSIONS. 
- 1 Gardeners "0 
3 Fidlers. - 8 


— 101 Carriers to Dundee and 
We 2 P erth - - 2 


- 8 Ditto to Edinburgh 
— 20 Flax-dreſſers A 
- 57 Staymaker — 
3 Milliners and Sempſtreſſes 
— 3 Bakers — > 
- 22 : Butchers — 4 
— 1 Brewers * * 
— 2 Wheel-wrights % 
© 5 


3 
Surgeons - - 3 
5 


Mafter ſhoemakers I 
Journeymen & apprentices 
ditto - — 15 


Stocking · makers > 


Rent, Heritors, Church, Poor, &c.—The valued rent of the 
pariſh is 6669 l. 14 $..4 d. Scotch. The number of heritors 
is 35. The chief proprietor is the KARL of Murray, The 
Crown is patron, The ſtipend is 500 merks Scotch, and 6 
chalders of victual, with an allowance for the communion ele- 
ments. The glebe is inconfiderable.” The manſe was built 
anew in 1781. The church was repaired in 1780. There Y 
are at _—_—_ 24 5 on the poors _ whe: are s ſupport- | 2 4 

ed 
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ed by the collections at the church doors. The collections, 
at a medium, including mort · cloth fees, and dnes for mar- 
riages, amount to about 56 1. per annum. The poor's money 
is diſtributed to them monthly, and they are allowed from 
2 8. to 5 s. at a time. There is an Antiburgher and a Relief 
meeting - houſe in Coupar, The latter was built in 1792. They 
are both well filled, but chiefly from the neighbouring pa- 
riſhes. 


22 9 0 


| Scbocl.— The ſchool was rebuilt in 1792, and is large and 
5 os well lighted. The average number of ſcholars is about 60. 
ZE The maſter is in a valetudinary ſtate, and the ſchool is taught 
WT by an aſſiſtant. Engliſh is taught for 1s. 6d. writing and 
arithmetic at 28. 6d. and Latin at 38. per quarter. The 
ſalary is 111. 28. 14, d. Sterling. Sir John Sinclair, or any 
other public ſpirited gentlemen connected with Parliament, 
9 5 | who have the intereſt of their country at heart, muſt be con- 
2 = vinced of the neceſſity of adopting ſome plan, to put the pa- 
"2X rochial teachers in Scotland on a more reſpeCtable footing. 
Their ſituation, at preſent, is not equal, in point of emo. 
lument, on an average, to that of the meaneſt mechanic or 
XX day- labourer. | 
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Diſadvantages.—The ſcarcity of fuel, and the great diſtance 
from any ſea- port, are inconveniencies ſeverely felt by the in- 
T7 habirants of this diſtrict. The moſſes, the neareſt of which 

is 6 miles diſtant, are either totally exhauſted, or reſtricted 
to tbe tenants of the ground. To have coals from Perth or 
Dundee is found, therefore, to be the cheapeſt expedient, 
Theſe, conſidering the diſtance they have to be driven, and 
dhe high expences of carriage, prove very expenſive to the 
poor tradeſman, Much, too, of the farmer's time, that would 
have been laid out in improving his farm, is indiſpenfibly loft 
Vol. XVII. B * I 
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in procuring this neceſſary article of life. However, the ad- 
vantages reſulting from the excellent roads, that are nearly 
finiſhed, will ſoon be felt by the country at large. Some at- 
tempts have been made in this country to diſcover coal, but 
they have all been abandoned without hope of ſucceeding, 
Indeed, from the conftant appearances in the moſt favourable 
ſituations, there is rcalon to conclude, that, if coals are to be 
found, they mult lie at a very great depth. Without adding 
to what has been ſaid of the practicability of a canal, in the 
Statiſtical Account of Meigle “, it may juſt be obſerved, that, 
by leading a canal round the Linn of Campſey, and narrow- 
ing the Tay in ſome places, that river might be made navi- 
gable a great way up. by means of horſes, and boats conſtruc. 
ted on purpoſe, at a {mall expence. 


Antiquities, Sc —There are ſtill viſible at Coupar the veſ- 
tiges of a Roman camp t, ſaid to have been formed by the ar- 
| my 


See Vor, I. No. LIII. 


+ On the center of this camp, Marcoru IV. founded an 
AsBBey for Ciſtert an Monk+, A. D. 1104, and endowed it with 
large revenues. This houſe was tounded by advice of the Ab- 
bot of Melroſs, who was of the ſame order; and it is ſaid the 
Monks were long remarkable for their piety and exemplary 
lives. From the pavement, and baſes of pillars, and ſubterrane- 
ous pailages that have been diſcovered, this Abbey appears to 
have been a houſe of conſiderable magnitude. Next to the 
Scottiſh Kings, the Havs of ExxoL: were the principal. bege- 
factors to the Abbey of Coupar. The latter granted it the lands 
of Lidderpole, ſeveral acres of arable land on the banks of the 
Tay, and liberty of fiſhing on that river. The Monks were al- 
lowed free paſſage with their cattle over all the lands belonging 
to the honſe of Errol. GitzerT Hay, Conſtable of Scotland, 


granted them the patronage ef the Church of Errol, and Chapel 


of Inchmartin, with all their pertinents and rights. In return 
for theſe immunities, the houſe of Errol claimed the privilege 
ef burial in the Abbey. The laſt Abbot of Coupar was Do- 

| NALD 
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my of Acr1coLas in his jth expedition. It is nearly a regu- 
lar ſquare of 24 acres. Here the half of the Roman army 
are ſuppoſed to have encamped, while the other remained at 
Campmuir, a village near two miles 8. W. from this place. 
There are no veſtiges of a Roman way, nor any Druidical 
circle or cairn in the pariſh . The Beach Hill oppoſite to 
Coupar, Stab-creſe oppoſite to Balbrogie, and the W:tch Know 
oppoſite to Cronan, are evidently raiſed by art, though tradition 
is ſilent reſpecting the cauſe. On the firſt of theſe a Roman 


4 urn was found; and it is ſaid, that juſtice uſed to be adminiſ- 
= tered here, in ancient times, in the open air. The following 


names of places, in the vicinity of Coupar, are ſaid to be de- 
: | ſcriptive 


nALD CAMPBELL of the family of Aza@yrri. At the Reforma. 
tion, this man is ſaid to have divided, among 5 natural ſons, all 


of the pariſh that belonged to the Abbey, viz. Balgeirſho, Ke. 


ruin. 


thock, Denhead, Cronan, and Arthurſtone. Some time beſore 
the Reformation, this houſe began to fall into decay; and, at 
laſt, a number of ſurious reformers from Perth completed its 


* Lately, in digging at the weſt end of the church, there 
were found upwards of a dozen of ſtone coffins. Some were 
formed of one entire ſtone; others were made up of two pieces 
brought together in the middle. The inſide imitated the ſhape 
of the human body, being wideſt at the ſhoulders, narroweſt at 
the neck, and having the place for the head rounded. In ſome 
there were found ſeveral ſkeletons in the natural poſitions, with 
layers of earth placed between them. The covers of molt of 
theſe coffius conſiſted of ſeveral flat ones ; but no date, or cha- 
racter of any kind, was obſerved, whereby a conjedture might 
have been formed of their age, or the perſons therein depoſited, 
The cover of one was of an entire ſtone, at the foot of which 
there was faintly viſible ſome rude kind of ornament, and on the 
right fide a capital Engliſh D was obſervable. One, being mea- 
ſured, was found to be 6 feet long within, 18 inches broad at 
the ſhoulders, 113 inches wide at the feet, and 15 inches deep, 
One appeared to have been, originally, too narrow, as the ſides 


8 thereof were widened, ſeemingly to let down the arms of the 
Xx corple. Several ſmall figures, cut out of ſtone, and repreſenting 
VParriors, have been alſo dug out from among the rubbiſh. 


| 
| 


a -- 
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ſcriptive of ſome relation they bore to the Abbey of this 
place; Cowbyre, Balgeirſho. Cottward, Cadam, Soutar-houſes, 
Drink-flill, Market-hill, and Balbrogie. 


Character, &c,—The inhabitants of this diſtrict are ſober, 
frugal, and induſtrious. They are hoſpitable and obliging to 
ſtrangers, and charitable to the poor. In their dealings they 
are open, unſuſpecting, and ſincere, Their ſtature is of the 
middle fize, few exceeding 6 feet high; and their general ap- 
pearance indicates ſtrength and vigour, Their hair is gene- 
rally of a darkiſh hue, though ſome are to be ſeen with yellow 
or flaxen locks. In the article of dreſs, expence and finery 
are much more ſtudied than formerly. Not above 40 years 
ago, the broad blue bonnet, with a coat of home manufac- 
ture, was univerſally worn by the men, The tartan plaid, 
applied cloſely over a head dreſs of linen, was in uſe among 
the women. At preſent, few ſervant lads are to be ſeen at 
church without their coats of Engliſh cloth, hats on their 
heads, and watches in their pockets. At the period juſt re- 
ferred to, a watch, an eight day clock, or a tea kettle, were 
ſcarcely to be met with, At preſent, there are few houſes 
without one or other of theie articles; perhaps one half of 
the families in the pariſh are poſſeſſed ot all of them, 


. 1 
— „ ; 


2 


NUMBER u. 


PARISH OF KE TTINS. 


z 

) 6 

7 © (Count oF FORFAR—SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS. 
e —PRESBYTERY OF MEIGLE.) 


2 1 


4 5 By Mr Jonx RI TCHIE, Student in Divinity at Marłineh. 


Extent, Situation, and Roads. 


HE length of the pariſh of Ke TTINs, from E. to W. 
9 is 4 miles; the breadth, from S. to N. is 3. The 
1 . of Kettins is diſtant from Perth about 12 miles E. by 
5 N. and about 14 N. W. from Dundee. The church is 1 
mile S. E. of Coupar. The turnpike road, from the latter 
> Dundee, paſſes through the pariſh. It is not yet finiſhed. 
: A road extends to Perth along the foot of the Sidla hulls, 
AY bs but is not frequented, 


= Gentlemens Seats, Surface, ©c,—Lintroſe, the ſeat of MuN- 
L co MurRar, Eſq; was formerly called Todderance, and be- 
longed to HAariiBURTON, Eſq; whoſe grand - father, 
Lord ToDDERANCE, was a Senator of the College of Juſ- 
: 7 tice, and a nephew of the houſe of Pitcur. Lintroſe is a mile 
veſtward of the church, and is environed by fertile fields 
and thriving plantations, Haliburton Houſe, a modern man- 
on, upwards of half a mile S. E. of Kettins, formerly the 
ordinary reſidence of the family of that name, is now the 


Property 
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property of Lord Aboyne * It ſtands in a plain a and 1 3 
ſurrounded by ſtately plantations. A detached part of the 4 . 
pariſh, called Bandirran, lies about 6 miles 8. W. and con- I 
tains a gentleman's ſeat. 'The greateſt part of the pariſh i; S. 
level, and inclofed with hedges of thorn, or fenced with i 


ſtone dykes, The ſouth part gradually riſes to the ſummit Wt 
of the Sidla hills, and is partly covered with heath and pa. 
ture. 8 


Villages, Rivulets, and Mills. —Kettins has 5 villages be- 
longing to it, and is itſelf the Jargeſt. The village of that 
name, where the church ſtands, is pleaſantly ſituated on a 
rivulet, which deſcends from the Sidla hills, and paſſing 
through Coupar, loſes itſelf in the Iſla, near 5 miles W. cf 
the latter town, after having turned 5 mills in its courſe, 
The number of rivulets within the pariſh is 2, and they 
ſerve 10 mills. = 


1 
Soil. The ſoil is various. A great part of the low pariſt;, : 
the higher grounds chiefly, and the hill ground, have a light XR 
thin ſoil, and are partly covered with heath and paſture. In J 
many places a ſtrong red clay or mortar prevails, and ia 
ſome it is wet and ſpungy. The greater part of the pariſh, 
however, is tolerably fertile. Much of this diſtrict is let to 
ſmall tenants, who, beſides farming, follow ſome tradss, 4 
chiefly that of weaving coarſe linen. 


Agriculture, Produce, Cattle, Sc. — The fame manner of 
cropping 3 


The family of HarisurTon were very active in bringing 
about the Reformation of the Church of Scotland, and in the 
laſt century had an extenſive property in this country, The 
Caſtle of Pircvs, a mile ſouth of the church, and now in ruins, 
gave title to the ancient and honourable family of Hatisus. 
TON, the chief of that name. : 


of Kettins. 15 


cropping and improvements, that is followed in Coupar and 

the neighbouring pariſhes, is practiſed here, and the produce 

is rauch in the fame proportion. Here, too, the ſame diſ- 

advantages, ſcarcity of firing, and the diſtance from lime and 

coal, operate as a check on the induſtry and improvement of 

1 the farmer. — There are a few dealers in cattle in the pariſh, 

1 > who keep graſs parks, and drive their fed cattle to Falkirk, 

or to England. _There are now no ſheep in the pariſh, A 
few were kept to paſture oa the hill of Peatie till lately. 

4 
© Rent and Proprieters. —The valued rent of the pariſh is 


2 5 1291. 16s. 8d. Scotch. The preſent rent is unknown. 
'* EWhe land, at a medium, lets at £75. Sterling per acre, —The 
"> umber of heritors is 8, whereof 7 are reſident. Lord 
N . BOYNE is chief heritor, 
e. 
T XR Zccleſaflical State — The Crown is patron. The ſtipend 
was formerly 8 chalders 9 bolls 7 pecks of victual, but has 
peen lately augmented. The church was built in 1768 7, 
ſi, and repaired in 1791. The manſe was built from the foun- 
bt ation in 1792. The name of the preſent incumbent is 
in Foun HaLIBZUR TON. 
in 
Ih, = Poor and School. — The poors money, collected at the church 
% goors, together with a rent ariſing from a mortification on 
© Wand, amounts to 50 1. yearly. The number of poor at pre- 
3 Fr ent on the roll is 14, The ſchool houſe was repaired in 
* 782. The ſalary was augmented in 1790, by a decreet of 
of 8 | the 
ng | 
»The church of KerTTixs anciently had fix chapels depen- 
og iag on it, viz. one at a village called Peatie, another at South 
alien, a third at Pitcur, a fourth at Muiryfaulds, a fifth at Den- 


ad, and a ſixth on the ſouth fide of the village of Kettins. 
Not of theſe were within ſmall incloſures uſed as burying 


s. 


* 
W <A 2 * l 


The preſent ſchoolmaſter has taught with reputation a good 
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the Commiſſioners of Supply. It was formerly 100 l. Scotch. 


.* 
.H 

* 1 

1 
- 

J > 

a4 

* 


number of years, and has, with his ſmall emoluments, 
brought up a numerous family, 4 


+ 


Population, —The population of Kettins has varied at dif. , 7 : 
ferent periods, as will appear from the following table : 13 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PARISsH of KETTINS. 


In 1726, the number of examinable perſons above 12 7 
years of age, was - - - 1100 
To which may be added, for thoſe under that age, alt 
leaſt - - = 8 _ 3 00 N | # ; 

— — 18 

13 

Te: 1400 

In 1755, the return to Dr Webſter was 1475 a 4 
Increaſe in 30 years 7; _=*' 


In 1793, the total number of inhabitants was only 1100 ; 3 


Decreaſe in 38 years 375 2 

Total number of baptiſins, from 1922 to 1726, inclu- A 
fave - YAY — PS " 450 ; 4 * 
Annual average of ditto during that period ” go 
Ditto of ditto, from 1751 to 1755, incluſive - 4 
Ditto of burials, during that period. - 5 40 


Ditto of ditto, from 1787 to 1791, incluſive f. 33 A : 

Famili- "i 

* The regiſter of births and marriages has not been regular. 
ly kept for ſome years paſt. There are no leſſion records prior 
to the gth of Auguſt 1650.—A record of that date mentions % 
two kirk · ſeſſion regilters before that period. E. 


+ There is nothing remarkable in the proportion of males ; | a 
and females, nor in the prices of labour, or of the neceſſaries 
of life, in this diſtrict, different from thoſe of Coupar. == 


- 


Families in the pariſh 218 

f Families in Kettins 40 
ts, Roman Catholic ditto I 
{ Widowers = d 5-208 

= Widows - +: 1] 

if. | Bachelors = 3 
VUnmarried women 4 

? 5 Weavers - - 62 

| 5 Looms = 3 

1 Farmers - - 41 

4 Provers - 4 

00 WB hoemakers = «4 


4 z 
= 
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of Kettins. 
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Teachers — el 
Brewers - - 2 
Smiths - - 6 
Wrights - * 
Sieve-makers - 3 
Day-labourers - 27 
Maſons - - 2 
„„ > «8 
Flax- ureſſers - 4 
Gardeners "3" 2 2 
Bleachers "3 2 8 
Public houſes - 5 


Bleachfields, Longevity, &c.— There are 3 bleachfields in 
the pariſh, Borland, Baldinnie, and Kirk-fleps. The two firſt 
Z whiten annually 100,000 yards, the laſt about 30,000 yards. 
2 — Few very remarkable inſtances of longevity have occurred 
within the recollection of the inhabitants, though to hear of 
people dying at the advanced age of go and upwards is not 
24 There was a man alive laſt autumn (1793) at 
e age of 106. There are no epidemic diſeaſes peculiar to 


3 his pariſh. Inoculation for the ſmall-pox is by no means 
450 ov 3 general, eſpecially among the lower claſſes. 
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| Antiquities. —There are no Roman ways, nor Druidical 
42 ircles in the pariſh *. At Camp-mur, a village belonging to 


C EKettins, 


In the center of this cairn, 


33 Vol. XVII. 

I * Some tumuli have lately been found in this pariſh, when 
ar- igging materials for the turnpike road: One at Pitcur con- 
riot 3 ined at leaſt 1000 load of ſtones. 
10NsS few flat unwrought ſtones, and without date or characters, 

I ntained ſome human bones. A cairn of a very ſmall ſize was 
ales und a mile farther ſouth on the new line of road, and ſcarce 
arics Nictinguiſhable from the paſture around. In the center, an urn 


© 


as found full of bones. 
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Kettins, and upwards of a mile N. W. of the church, there 


are till viſible the outlines of a camp, ſuppoſed to be Ro- 4 , 


man, as noticed in the account of Coupar. At Baldowrie 
there is an ere& Daniſh monument, 6 feet high. It contains 
ſome figures, but they are almoſt entirely defaced. The 
Caſtle of Dores ſtood on the ſummit of the hill “, ſouth 


from Pitcur. Tradition reports it to have been ſome time 
the refidence of MacsBETH. The following names are 


doubtleſs of Celtic derivation : Baldewwrie, FEI Balume, 
Balgove, and Airdlair. 


on this hill, great quantities of aſhes are ſaid to have been 
diſcovered. From this circumſtance, it is concluded to have 
been one of thoſe hills, where fires uſed to be kindled in antient 
times, to alarm the country on the approach of an enemy. On 
the eaſt quarter of this hill, and cloſely by the fide of the new 
road, the workmen quarrying ſtones came upon an excavation 
in the ſolid rock, in which they found ſome half confumed 
bones of a ſoft conſiſtence. The hole was about 3 feet wide 
either way, and ſeemed to direct its courſe towards the ſouth. 
There was no entrance from above'obſerved, for at leaſt half 
2 mile in any direction from this place. 


< 


NUM- 


of Latheron. 19 


NUMBER III. 


PARISH OF LATHE RON. 


| (CounTY AND PRESBYTERY OF CAITHNESS.—SYNOD OB 


CAITHNESS AND SUTHERLAND). 


By the Rev. Mr RoBtrT Gun, Miniſter. 
* | 
Name, Erection, and Extent. 


HE antient name is Loi NN, derived from Luidhoin, which 
ſignifies, in the Erſe, or Gaelic, /odged or bedded bear, 


W becauſe the lands contiguous to the church are of a good 
quality, and yield excellent bear. The modern or Engliſh 


name is Latheron.—The pariſh was formerly divided into two 


= pariſhes at leaſt, if not more. In the title-deeds of Borg, a 


Þ part of the eſtate of Dunbeath, it is deſigned the town and 
lands of Nether Borg, lying in the pariſh of Dunbeath, and 
&X ſhire of Inverneſs *.—The pariſh is 27 miles in length along 
N 4 the ſea coſt, and from 10 to 15 miles in breadth in different 


3 | | : a . 

2 Roads. — The principal, or only proper road from the 
"EF ſouth to Caithneſs and Orkney, along the Ord of Caithneſs, 
| 7 * In the hiſtory of the wars in Scotland, there is mention 
made, that, in conſequence of ſome diſſenſions between the 
Earls of SuTHErLAND and Cairuxzss, the former ſent 200 


men into Caithneſs in February 1588, who over- ran the pari- 


'F ſhes of Dunbeath and Latheron in a hoſtile manner. 


no 
— 


a7 
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which divides Caithneſs from Sutherland, paſſes through this 
pariſn. This road, when it comes within a mile of the mi- 
niſter's houſe, divides itſelf into two roads, the one paſſing 
along the ſea-fide to Wick, aid the other croſſing the coun- 
try by the Cauſaymire towards Thurſo. 


Surface, Hills, Sea Coaſt, Soil, &c.—The appearance of 
the pariſh is diverſified, partly flat and partly hilly, or moun- 
tainous.— The coaſt is bold and rocky, riſing perpendicular, 
in many parts 100 yards and upwards, above the level of the 
ſea.— There are immenſe tracts of moſs and muir ground. — 
There are three large hills or mountains (befides many ſmal- 
ler ones), Morvine, Scarabine, and Maiden-Pap. The top of 
Morvine is ſuppoſed to be more than a mile above the level 
of the ſea, With a clear ſky, one will ſee from it a part of 
10 or 12 different ſhires. There is a fine ſpring near the 
top of it. —The coaſt is interſected by ſeveral ſtraths, on wa- 
ters running from the hilly part of the pariſh towards the 
ſea, The ſtraths are ſurrounded with hills or high lands, 
which are covered with heath or paſture, interſperſed with a 
little bruſhwood. The ſoil in general is ſharp, in ſome parts 
a ſirong rich clay, in others inclining to grit, or gravel, but 
in moſt parts interſperſed with maſſes of detached rocks, and 
looſe ſtones, the naked rock appearing often in the arable 
lands, 'The cultivated lands are generally ſhallow, yet pro- 
ductive of pretty heavy crops. What is not cultivated has 


in general a poor appearance, excepting the paſture and 


woodlands in the different ſtraths. 


Climate, Diſeaſes, and Longevity. —The climate in general 
is dry and healthy. —The moſt prevalent diſeaſes are fevers, 
fluxes, and rheumatiſms. Fluxes were very prevalent among 
the common people in 1782 and 1783, owing, it is ſuppoſed, 

to 


te 


of Latheron. 2t 


to the unfavourable ſeaſons, and the corns being damaged. 
Why rheumatiſms are much more frequent among the coun- 
try people now than formerly, no other cauſes can be aſſigu- 
ed, than the immoderate uſe of ſpirituous liquors, and that 
they now wear linen next their ſkin, inſtead of a coarſe kind 
of woollen ſtuff of their own making, which they formerly 
uſed to wear, Severals have died lately about go years of 
age; one man in particular, HER RT CHRISTIAN in Lyb- 
ſer, died in 1786, who could not be leſs than from 110 to 
120 years of age, by his own account, He was conſidered 
as an old man in the infancy of the oldeſt people alive in his 
neighbourhood. 


Mineral Springs, Rivers, Lakes, &c.—There are many 
ſprings in the pariſh {lightly impregnated with iron, though 
none of any great importance. There are three ſmall rivers, 
Dunbeath, Lang wall, and Berrindale. The two laſt join with« 
in 100 yards of the ſea, In theſe rivers are caught ſalmon 
and trouts.— There are two ſmall lakes, Ranga and Stempfeer, 
where trouts and eels are found. In the ſide of the former, 
there are the ruins of a ſmall fortification, and contiguous 
to the latter, the remains of a Druidical temple, and the 
arch-druid's houſe. 


Fiſheries. —There are no fewer than 20 different ſpecies of 
fiſh caught on this coaſt. Beſides the various kinds of fiſh 
conſumed by the inhabitants, ſuch as turbot, ſkate, haddocks, 
whitings, cuddings, ſellags, dog-fiſh, mackerels, flounders, 
&c. there are three fiſhings carried on for exportation, the 
cod and ling, the herring, and the lobſter. 'The cod fiſhing 
has been carried on for many years. The ſtations are Dun- 
beath, Toiſe, and Clyth. The herring fiſhing was only at- 
tempted within theſe four years, and promiſes to be ſucceſs- 

1 ful. 
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ful. The ſtations are Dunbeath and Clyth. It is commonly 
about the beginning or middle of July, before they appear 
in ſuch ſhoals as to induce the fiſhermen to ſhoot their nets, 
This fiſhing continues to the beginning, or even the middle of 
September. The lobſter fiſhing only commenced laſt ſpring, 
(1793), and ſuch numbers do they catch, that many of them 
die before the ſmacks take them away,” the cheſts being ſo 
full, The ſtations are Dunbeath and Lybſter. Two Eng- 
liſh companies have ſent boats and crews to fiſh this ſeaſon, 
The inhabitants propoſe to carry on the lobſter fiſhing a- 
gainſt next ſeaſon. Theſe companies have a concern in the 


cod and herring fiſheries. There are from 40 to 50 boats 
of different ſizes in the pariſh. 


Propoſed Harbours, &c.—In order to improve the fiſheries 
on this coaſt, nothing would be of greater importance than 
having two or three good harbours. Dunbeath and Lybſter 
ſeem to be the places beſt calculated for this purpoſe. Some- 
thing might alſo be done at Clyth and Berrindale, at a mo- 
derate expence. It would likewiſe be of advantage to get ſome 
fiſhermen to ſettle from other parts, and to have the preſent 
fiſhers confined to a houſe and garden, inſtead of labouring 
ſmall tacks, as they do at preſent, which makes the fiſhing 
but a ſecondary conſideration with them. 


Population, — As the records have not been regularly kept, 
the antient ſtate of the population cannot be preciſely aſcer- 
tained. This much, however, is pretty certain, that there 
are nearly double the number of inhabitants now, that there 
were about 7o years ago, when Mr Andrew Sutherland, the 
then incumbent, obtained an augmentation to his living. 


> 


PoPULA- 
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PoPULATION TapLu OF THE T 42100 oF LATHERON, 


Number of males in 1791 - - 1742 
— Females - - 2264 
. Total number of Souls - - 4006 
5 Ditto in 1755, as returned to Dr Webſter 3675 
P ; Increaſe 331 
k Number of families - a 5 796 
© Average of baptiſms — * 8 101 
e Ditro of marriages * - - - 23 
. Perſons below 10 years of age 1042 
between 10 and 20 - 645 
— 20 and 50 — — 1744 
8 m=— — 50 and 60 - - 424 
a aged 60 and upwards . =« = 151 
r | — 
— T 4006 
* Number of reſident heritors - je 4 
R ——— non-reſident ditto - - 4 
t Families of Seceders (Antiburghers) 5 20 
5 Ditto of Roman Catholics — 1 
Number of weavers tf - - 20 
x Shoemakers = ' I 
— Taylors - - - 16 
— Wrights - - — 4 
i —— Maſons = - - — 7 
a —— Sqiths — — — — 6 
— — Shop-keepers - = 4 
; Number 
* The number of deaths cannot be aſcertained, as there are 


8 different burial places in the pariſh, 


Moſt of the tradeſmen have ſmall tacks of land, in the cub. 
tivation of Which a good deal of their time is taken vp. 
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Number of Inn-keepers and whiſky ſellers - 30 
Men ſervants «=» - - 114 
Women ditto - - - 223 


Church. The preſent incumbent was ſettled in September 
1775. The ſtipend has been laf'ly augmented, and now a- 
mounts to 1000 merks Scotch, beſides 60 l. Scotch for com- 
munion elements, and 6 chalders of victual, half meal half 
bear. There is alſo a glebe conſiſting of 6 acres arable 
ground, and ſome graſs. Both church and manſe were 
built about 60 years ago. They were repaired ſoon after the 
preſent incumbent's admiſſion. They are at preſent under- 
going a trifling reparation.— Miſs Scot of Scotſtarvet is pa- 
tron.— There is a miſſionary at preſent employed, between 
the extremities of this pariſh and the pariſh of Halkirk, 
who is principally ſupported by the people who have the be- 
nefit of hearing him.—Excepting the few families above 
mentioned, all the inhabitants belong to the eſtabliſhed 
church. 


Schools. There is a parochial ſchool. The maſter's ſalary is 
100 merks Scotch, with 20 l. Scotch for officiating as ſeſſion 
clerk and precentor. He has alſo 6d. for every baptiſm, 
6 d. for each certificate, and 1s, 9d. each for marriages. 
—There are 2 ſchools eſtabliſhed here by the Society for 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, There are 3 or 4 other 
ſchools in diſtant parts of the pariſh, ſupported by the inha- 
bitants. p | 


Poor.— The number of perſons commonly on the poor's 
roll is from 70 to 80.— The only funds are the Sunday col- 
lections, and the fines paid by delinquents; the former is ve- 


ry trifling, being ſcarcely 3 l. Sterling. The conſequence is, 


chat 


of Latheron. 25 


that ſuch of them as are able to walk about, go from door to 
door, not only within the bounds of the pariſh where they re- 
fide, but alſo in the neighbouring pariſhes. Two cauſes may 
be aſſigned for the collections being fo ſmall, namely, too great 
a diſregard to public worſhip among thoſe of a ſuperior fla- 
tion, and the poverty of the common claſſes, together with 
their being too fond of drinking whiſky. 


Rent. The real rent is about 1900 l. Sterling. The va- 
lued rent, in Scotch money, is 3940 l. 14s. 5 d. 


Agriculture and Produce. — There is a good deal of grain 
raiſed in, and exported from this pariſh.— There are three 
kinds of oats, white, black, and grey, befides beans, potatoes, 
and peaſe.—Sowing of graſs and turnips is only in its infancy, 
This is no doubt partly owing to the ſhortneſs of the leaſes, 
and partly to the want of incloſures. The ſeed time com- 
mences commonly about the end of March, or beginning of 
April, and the harveſt about the beginning of September. 
The crops on ſome of the ſtrath grounds, at a diſtance from 
the ſea, are very apt to be hurt by froſts, blaſting, or mildew, 
particularly on the Highland eſtate of Braemore. The in- 
habitants in theſe parts ſuffered very much in 1782 and 
1784. The common mode of farming among the tenantry 
is to ſow bear and oats alternately, excepting what ground 
they lay down with potatoes. If the land in this pariſh had 
the ſame juſtice done to it, which other parts have, by be. 
ing reſted, and raiſing green crops, there is no doubt that it 
would yield as luxuriant crops as moſt parts of Scotland. 
But the cattle being ſmall, little is done by the plough. hey 
go four a-breaſt, and the driver goes backward, with his face 
to the ploughman and the cattle. 


Vor. XVII. D Catth, 
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Cattle, Qc.—In the Highland part of the pariſh the cattle 
are ſmall and hardy; there is much room for the improve. 

ment of them. The ſheep and horſes are alſo of a ſmall 

kind, excepting Sir JOHN SINCLAIR's flock at Lanowall, 


Number of black cattle in the pariſh «= — 40g; 
Sheep, excluſive of Sir JOHN SINCLAIR's 

flock - - - — 2555 

—— — Sir JOHN SINCLAIR's flock of Cheviot ſheep 2200 

— Houſes 8 - - 1492 

Ploughs - - - - 343 

— — Carts = - - - 44 


Prices of Labour and Provuiſions.— Theſe two articles are 
greatly increaſed of late years. A day-labourer gets from 
8d. to 1s. a day; women 4d. and 5d. Men ſervants from 
31. to 41. beſides 6 bolls of meal, or their maintenance in 
the houſe; women ſervants, beſides maintenance, receive 
from 30 s. to 40 8. a year.— Pork and mutton fell commonly 
at 3 d. the pound, and even beef in ſome ſeaſons of the year. 
There is no market in the pariſh, nor any one nearer than 
20 or 30 miles. The gentlemen, for the moſt part, muſt 
therefore kill for their own ule. 


Services, — It were greatly to be wiſhed that ſervices were 
entirely aboliſhed, as they are much againſt induſtry and 
improvement. However, according to the preſent mode of 
farming, ſome ſort of ſervices may be abſolutely neceſſary. 
Although unlimited ſervices are wearing out by degrees, yet 
they are (ill continued in ſundry reſpects, which is both ſla- 
viſh and detrimental to the tenants. They have a tendency 
to hurt their morals, as well as to hinder induſtry and im- 
provement. 


Antiquities, 
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Antiquities. —There are ſeveral old caſtles along this coaſt, 
at Berrindale “, Dunbeath, (ſtill inhabited), Knackinnon, La- 
theron, 


According to tradition, WII IIA SUTHERLAND was the 
laſt who poſſeſſed the caſtle of Berrindale. He was called Wit. 
Liam More MacxEHin, e. Big William the ſon of HecTos, 
implying that he was of a gigantic ſize. He went to Orkney 
with one of the Earls of CaiThness, and was killed in a ſkir- 
miſh there. Before he ſet out on this expedition, it is ſaid he 
was prepoſſeſſed with the opinion, that he never would return 
to his native country, He lay down on the ground above Ber. 
rindale inn, contiguous to the burial place, and cauſed the 
length of his body to be cut out in the form of a grave, which 
to this day retains the name of the long grave, and meaſures 
about 9 feet 5 inches. 


The following Memoir reſpecting the gigantic WILLIAM, 
grandſon io HecTor Mors of LANGWELL, has 
been communicated by another hand. 


About the end of the 15th century, Hero SUTHERLAND, 
commonly called Hecror Mort, or Meikle Hedor, was proprie- 
tor of the eſtate of LAN S WEIT. He was deſcended of the fa- 
mily of Purrus, and reſided in a caſtle on the rock at the wa- 
ter mouth of Berrydale, the ruins of which are ſtill viſible He 
built a houſe at Langwell, for his eldeſt ſon William, who mar. 
ried a beautiful woman, and reſided there, —Some little time 
afterwards, William's wife was in child bed of her firſt child, 
and Robert Gun, tackſman of Braemore, came over the hills to 
Langwell, accompanied by ſome of his clan, on a hunting par- 
ty. Robert Gun propoſed to his friends, that they would pay 
a viſit to Hector More's ſon, and his young wife, which they 
accordingly did. Robert Gun, upon ſeeing the woman in bed, 
fancied her. Upon their way home, Gun declared to his com- 
panions, that he would have William Sutherland's wife to him— 
ſelf, and that the only means by which he could accomplith his 
deſign, was to take away her huſband's life. His friends, whoſe 
conſciences were not more (trait laced than his own, having ap- 
proved of his intention, they accompanied him the next day 
over the hills, and lay in ambuſh in the woods near William 
Sutherland's houſe, until they obterved him come out to his 

garden, 
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theron, Forſs, Swinzee, and Clyth. Theſe were places of 
ſtrength in the days of rapine and violence, Moſt of theſe 
caſtles 


garden, when Robert Gun ſhot him with an arrow from his 
bow — They went immediately into his houſe, took his wife out 
of bed, and carried her and her infant child in a large baſket 
they had prepared for that purpoſe, to Brac more, where Gun 


relided How ſoon the mother recovered, the was recon: led 


to Robert Gun, notwithſtanding of his murdering her huſband. 
She begged of him to call her infant fon Wilh+m, after his de- 
ceaſed father, though ſhe kn-w, had her huſband been alive, he 
would have named him HecTtos, after his »wn father Hector 
More. Robert Gun held the lands of Braemore of the Earl 
of Caithneſs in tack, but he would pay no rent to his Lordſhip, 
After being much in arrears to the Earl, his Lordſhip ſent John 
Sinclair of Stircock, with a party of men under arms, to 
compel Gun to make payment; but Gun convened his clan, 
and they defeated John Sinclair with his party, Several were 
killed, and John Sinclair was wounded in the engagement. 
This ſhews that Robert Gun was both a tyrant and an w/urper. 
Young William's mother lived the remainder of her life with 
Robert Gun, and had two ſons by him. — After theſe ſons had 
arrived at maturity, young William and they went one day a 
hunting; and William, being more ſucceſsful than the other two, 
killed a roe, which he deſired his two brothers to catry home. 
They objeced to this drudgery, and ſaid that he might carry 
home his own prey himſelf. But William, who by this time 
had heard of his father's tragical end, told them, with a me- 
nacing aſpect, that, if they would not carry home the roe, he 
would revenge ſome of their father's actions upon them, which 
intimidated chem greatly, (though they were ignorant of the 
cauſe of his threatening), as they knew he had more perſonal 
ſtrength than them both, he being then about 9 feet high, and 
ſtour in proportion; they accordingly carried home Ts roe, 
and told their mother that William had threatened them in 
ſuch a manner. She communicated this circumſtance to their 
father Robert Gun, adding, that the ſuſpected William had 
heard of his father's death. Robert Gun being afraid of young 
William's perſonal ſtrength, wiſhed to be in friendſhip with him, 
and propoſed that he ſhould marry his (Gun's} ſiſter, who re- 
ſided with them in the character of a houſe-keeper. William 
did not reliſh the match, and would not accept of her. Soon 
afterwards Robert Gun made a feaſt at his houſe, where he col- 
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caſtles ſtood on a high rock above the ſea, and cut off from 
the land by a deep ditch with a draw- ridge. Part of the 


walls 


jected ſeveral of his friends, and by ſome means or other got 
young William fo much intoxicated, that he was carried to bed, 
and Robert Gun put his tiiter. to bed with him.—When Wil- 
liam awakened next morning. he was ſurpriſed to find Gun's 
filter in bed with him. —She told him, he might recollect that 
the ceremonies of marriage paſt betwixt them the preceding 
evening, and that ſhe was now his lawtul ſpouſe He got up 
in a paſſion, and declared that he was impoſed upon, and that 
he would hold no ſurh bargain. 

Robert Gun flattered him, and ſaid, that as he was now mar. 
ried to his (ilter, he would make the match as agreeable to him 
as poſſible, by putting him in poſſeſſion of the eſtate of Lang- 
well ; and, in order to accomplith his promiſe, he, with a few 
of his connections, concealed th: mſelves near Hector More's 
caſtle on the ſaid rock, until early in the morning when the 
draw bridge was let down, they forced their way into the caſ- 
tle, and carried Hector More (who was then an old feeble man) 
out of his caſtle, and left him in a cot houſe in the neighbour. 
hood, where he remained for ſome little time, and afterwards 
went to Sutherland, and paſſed the remainder of his days with 
one of his relations, Sutherland of Rearchar, 

Robert Gun then returned in triumph ro Braemore, and 
conducted William Sutherland and his eſpouſed wife to the 
faid caltle, and gave them allo p. ſſeſſion ot the eſtate of Lang- 
well..William being very wich diſſatisfied with Robert Gun's 
conduct, and not liking the company of his titer as a ſpouſe, 
went and complained of his grievaiices to the Earl of Caith- 
neſs, who promiſed him redreſs as ſoon as he returned from the 
Orkneys, where he was going to quell a rebellion, along with 
the Baron of Roſlin, and w:thed that he, (William) being a very 
ſtout man, would accompany him. Witham conſented to do 
ſo; and returned to Berrydale to bid his friends tar:well before 
he would go on ſo dangerous an expedition, Juſt as he was 
parting with them at the burial ground on the Breas, on the 
ealt ſide of the water of Berrydale, he told his friends that he 
ſuſpected he never would return from Orkney; he then laid 
himſelf down on the heath near the ſaid burial ground, and de- 
fired his companions to fix two ſtones in the ground, the one at 
his head, and the other at his feet, in order to ſhew to poſterity 
his uncommon ſtature ; which tones remain there ſtill, and the 

exact 
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walls of the old caſtle at Achaiſtal till remains entire *, and 
human bones are occaſionally found in the ruins.— There are 
alſo the remains of many pictiſh caſtles to be found interſperſ- 
ed throughout this pariſh, and likewiſe ſeveral artificial 
cairns, ſome of a ſquare form, others circular. They are now 
covered with graſs or heath. Some of them are ſo high 


within, 


exact diſtance between them is 9 feet 5 inches. Tradition alſo 
mentions his height to have been above g feet. He went with 
Lord Caithneſs, &c. to the Orkneys, where he, as well as the 
Earl and his ſon, were killed. This happened in the year 1530. 
The cauſe of the ſaid rebellion was this: — In the year 1530, 
King James V. granted the iſlands of Orkney to his natural 
brother James Earl of Murray, and his heirs-male. The inha- 
bitants took umbrage that an over-lord {ſhould be interpoſed 
between them and the ſovereign, and roſe in arms under the 
command of Sir James Sinclair of Sandy. Lord Sinclair Ba- 
ron of Roſlin, and Sinclair Earl of Caithneſs, were ſent 
with a party of men to quell the rebels; but the Iſlanders de- 
feated them, and the Earl with his ſon, and William More Su- 
therland, who accompanied them, were killed. The Caithneſs 
men who ſurvived, carried back the Earl of Caithneſs's head, to 
be interred in his Lordſhips burial place in Caithneſs. 


* The old caſtle at Achaiſtal was built and poſſeſſed by John 
Beg, third ſon to the Earl of Sutherland. In thoſe times 
parties of robbers or freebooters uſed to infeſt this county. A 
party of theſe came to John Beg's houſe, and inſiſted that he 
ſhould pay a certain ſum in name of tribute to them, other- 
wiſe they would plunder his houſe, and carry away his cattle. 
John Beg ſeemed very paſlive to them, and entertained them 
very ſumptuouſly, until he got them all intoxicated, by ſtrong 
ale mixed with the juice of »ight/hade, when he ordered them 
to be conveyed to the upper apartments of his caſtle. He then 
removed his family and furniture, and put them on board a 
veſſel at the water mouth of Berrydale; and having collefted 
a great quantity of ſtraw and bruſh-wood into the lower part 
of his houſe, he ſet fire to it, which ſoon deſtroyed the robbers, 
and conſumed all the caſtle, excepting a part of the walls. 
John Beg returned, withyghis family, to Sutherland. Tradition 
an no account of the time in which theſe tranſactions hap- 
pened, | 4 
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within, that a perſon of an ordinary ſize may almoſt ſtand 
erect, The walls are well built, and covered with flags, 


Caves, Sc. -A great many caves are to be met with on 
this coaſt, ſome of which run up ſo far under ground, that 
none have been able to get to the end of them, They are 
inhabited by vaſt numbers of ſeals, many of which are kil- 
led by the inhabitants in the month of November, in their 
ſubterraneous habitations, The employment, however, is 
dangerous; for ſhould the wind blow hard from the ſea, 
theſe adventurers are in danger of being loſt. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages, This pariſh has ſeveral ad- 
vantages. The ſea coaſt, as has been obſerved, abounds with 
great variety of fiſh, The prices of labour and proviſions, 
although increaſed of late years, are ſtill reaſonable in com- 
pariſon of moſt other parts of the kingdom. As an act of 
Parliament has lately been obtained to convert the ſtatute 
labour into money, it is to be expected that good roads and 
bridges, of which there is much need, will be the bappy con- 
ſequence. The want of harbours is a very great diſadvan- 
tage, There is not a proper one from Cromarty to Orkney. 
And the want of proper markets for the productions of the 
pariſh is another. The ſhortneſs of leaſes, and the want of 
incloſures, are alſo great impediments to induſtry and im- 
provements in agriculture — There are by far too many 
whiſky houſes in the pariſh, which is a great incitement to 
the lower claſſes of people, to hurt their health and morals, 
and to conſume their time and ſubſtance. The want of 
juſtices of the peace is another great diſadvantage, There 
is only one gentleman who acts in that capacity, in this very 
populous and extenſive pariſh, The conſequence of this is, 
that the. police is very much neglected. If the caſe were 

| other. 
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otherwiſe, many grievances would be redreſſed, and many 
diſputes ſettled, without going before the ſheriff. court. 
There is an old practice, which ſtill prevails in ſome places, 
and which is very detrimental to huſbandry. It is common- 
ly termed rig and rennet. A number of tenants have their 
houſes perhaps cloſe to one another. Inſtcad of every one 
having his land in one place, it is ſcattered here and there, 
ſeveral tenants having different ſhares in one ficld, or a rig a 
piece alternately. Befides ſtopping the progreſs of improve- 
ment, wrangling and ſtrife among neighbours, in ſowing and 
reaping, are often the conſequences, If ſome manufactures 
were eſtabliſhed on this extenſive and populous coaſt, they 
would be of great conſequence to the inhabitants. If they 


drunk more beer. and lefs whiſky, it would contribute great- 
ly to their happineſs and comfort. "Theſe, and ſome other 


diſadvantages, under which the inhabitants labour, will no 
doubt be remedied in due time *. 


* As the boundaries between Caithneſs and Sntherland lie 
in this p4riſh, it may not be improper to give the following ac- 
coun! of them, as inſerted in M*Farlane's Geographical Collec- 
tions. (A. M S. in the Advocates Library) vol. I. p. 198, where 
there i- a deſcription of the pariſh of Latheron. 

The hill of the Ord is that which divides Sutherland and 
&« Canhneſs,, The march is a ſmall rivulet, called the Burn of the 
% Ord. which takes its rife from ſome ſprings near the top of 
« the bill. The ſouth ſide of the hill is very ſteep, ſloping all 
« along to the top of a rock, which is many fathoms high. 
« Croſs the ſouth ſide of this hill is the common paſſage to and 
*«« from this country The road hath not been ſo very dange- 
« rous as at firſt view 1 would appe-r to the traveller, for the 
4e whole face of the il] to the top of the rock has been covered 
% with heath, ſo that though a perſon's foot night flip, he was 
not in great danger; but whether through moor burning, or 
« ſome other accident, it hath happened ſome few years ago, 
« that the heath was all burnt, and now it looks more frightful 
e than formerly, but the road, by the pains of oir James Sin- 
clair of Dunbeath, is made ſo broad that 3 horſes can conve- 
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ee niently ride it abreaſt. A lilile to the eaſt of the Burn of the 
c. Ord, which is the march, there is a pleaſant green moat, called 
«« the Dunglaſs, as high as the top of the rock. Since the 
« heath was burnt, 1 who obſerve, may ſee the veſtiges 
« of a gitch, digged up from the ſaid Dun, all along the top 
<« of the rock, until it come to a burn, near the top of the Ord, 
<« called Aultnuder, a ſmall rivulet riſing from the moraſſes 
about a mile above the top of the foreſaid rock. The top of 
the Ord is large 9 miles of bad road to the ſouth-weſt of the 
v church,” 

This ſeems to put the matter beyond all doubt, in addition 
to which it may be obſerved, that the mountain of the Ord is 
expreſsly included in the charters of Langwell. 

The people of Sutherland are ready to acknowledge that the 
burn of the Ord is the boundary, but ſome in the neighbour- 
Hood pretend, that they have acquired a ſervitude of common 
over the ground in the neighbourhood, though ſituated in the 
county of Caithneſs. But it ſeems impoſſible that charters, re- 
Aricted to lands in the county of Sutherland, can be the means of 
acquiring even a right of common, over lands in another coun- 
ty, that of Caithneſs. 

The Burn of the Ord is certainly the natural diviſion be- 
tween the two counties; and until the roads were made, the 
cattle and ſheep of Sutherland could hardly get into Caithneſs 
at that place. 

When the roads were made, it was agreed by both parties to 
begin at the burn of the Ord, as the point of diviſion between 
the two counties. | 

The point was incidentally decided at the Circuit Court, 
when the bridge was ordered to be built over the Burn of the 
Ord, as being the boundary. 

Within theſe few years, Mr Howiſon, who rents the kelp 
ſhores on the eaſt coaſt of Sutherland, as is aſſerted on the au- 
thority of Mr Gordon, late of Auſdale, quarrelled his men for 
going farther than the Burn of the Ord, being beyond their 
right and privilege. 

Many old men now living can ſufficiently prove the bounda- 
ry in queſtion, William Campbell, late of Auſdale, an old man 
above 80, knew it well, | | 
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(CounTY AND PRESBYTERY OF HADDING TON,—SYNOD 
OF LoTHIAN AND TWEEDALE. 


By the Rev. Mr Henry SANGSTER, Minifler of Humbie, 


Ferm, Extent, River, and Surface. 


T* is nearly of the form of an oblong ſquare, extending a- 
bout 4 miles from E. to W. and 3 from S. to N. The 
river Tyne, running in a direction from W. to E. divides it 
into 2 nearly equal parts, which riſe from it by a gradual and 
_ Eaſy aſcent 3 and the ſouth, after riſing nearly to a level with 
the north part, ſlopes gently to the ſmall rivulet of Kinchey, 
which divides this from the pariſh of Ormiſton. 


Soil, Cultivation, and Preduce.— The ſoil in general is wet 
and clayey, and conſequently not adapted for the turnip ſyſ- 
tem. The old Eaſt Lothian mode of farming is to be met 
with here, and not the beſt mode even of it, Upon two 
farms, indeed, where the ſoil is fit for raifing turnips, that 
ſyſtem is adopted, and, in the execution of it, there appears 
a great degree of {kill and attention, One of them, poſſeſ- 
ſed by Mr ALEXANDER W1GHrT, writer to the ſignet, has 
exhibited, for ſome years paſt, a ſtate of cultivation not ſur- 
paſſed, if equalled, in any part of this county. | 


VorL, XVII. E Farms 


34 Statiſtical Account 


Farms and Rents.—-Land lets from 12s. to 36s, per acre, 
The farms are of various ſizes : They are not too large, nor 
are they bf that diminutive ſize, which, though it may give 
the appearance of population to a country, muſt prevent the 
markets from being ſupplied to that degree with grain, that 
is requiſite for the ſucceſs of manufactures, and will always 
produce a diſpirited and unſkilful tenantry. The valued rent 


is 65191. 8s. 4d. Scotch. The real rent may be ſomewhat 
above 3000 l. Sterling. 


Minerale and Mineral Waters. —Free ſtone is found in ma- 
t ny places, and there are two quarries of it for ſale. Coal 
abounds in this diſtrict. It has hitherto been dug only in 
two places, in the higher grounds; the one on the ſouth and 
the other on the north fide of the Tyne. From theſe pits 
coal is obtained for a great part of the ſouth and eaſt diſtricts 
of this county, and a good deal is carried to Lauderdale. A 
Pit has alſo been ſunk lately near the Tyne, and an engine is 
erecting for clearing away the water, as the ſeam of the coal 
lies much deeper than the bed of the water. Lime-ſtone 
may probably be found in many places; kilns, however, are 
erected only upon the eſtate of Pencaitland; and ſome idea 
may be formed of their extent, from the circumſtance of 45 
cart- loads of coal, weighing each 15 cwt, being frequently 
uſed in the ſpace of a week for burning the ſtone, —There 
are ſeveral ſprings of water of the mineral kind, They have 
never met with much attention from the public; but are 
held in high eſtimation by the common people, for ſcorbutic 
diſorders. 


Climate and Diſeaſes, —The air is more ſalubrious than 
might be expected in a ſituation ſo low, with the Tyne, = 


muddy flow running water, paſſing through the middle of it, 
and 


C 
t 
0 
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and many detached trees upon its banks, and in hedge- rows, 
in general through the pariſh. Local diſtempers are un- 
known. After a late or wet harveſt, putrid fevers, indeed, 
are prevalent ;z and in theſe caſes, the adminiſtrators of the 
poor's funds give aſſiſtance, where it is neceſſary, with their 
uſual humanity furniſhing medicines, and paying for the at- 
tendance of a ſurgeon. 


Moodi.— There are 155 acres of natural wood, conſiſting 
of oak and birch, and about 191 are planted with foreſt 
trees. Sir Andrew Lauder has kept a regiſter of the increaſ- 
ed ſize of a number of trees near his houſe, and intends to 
continue it. The following is an extract from this regiſter : 


Feet. Inches. 
Girth of an elm *, in 1788, 3 feet above the 


ground - - - — + 25 
Ditto of ditto, in 1993, = . = 1 
Medium annual increaſe 8 12 
Girth of an oak *, in 1788, at the ſame height, 3 6 
Ditto of ditto in 1793, - - 4 21 
Medium annual increaſe - © 123 


Around Winton Houſe + there are ſeveral uncommonly fine 
trees. Some beautiful artificial banks have alſo been formed 
near the houſe, at the time it was built; but the whole now, 
by being totally neglected, and though the ſite of the houſe 

is 
. 


goth theſe trees were 40 years old, and each of them in- 
ereaſed 24 inches in one of theſe years. 


+ This was a ſpacious building, erected in the year 1619 for 
Lady Win rox, at the advice of a favourite of hers, an archi- 
tect, when the Earl propoſed to her the alternative of an addi- 
tion to her jointure, or a houſe, and ſhe choſe the latter. 
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is pleaſant, has a ſombre appearance, and inſtantly fills the 
mind of the ſpectator with the idea of the folly of engaging 
deeply in faction, whereby an eſtate, (of which this is a part), 
more valuable and more commodious than any other of the 
ſame fize in Scotland, was loſt for ever to its owners. The 
young woods on the eſtate of Fountainhall, it has been ob- 
ſerved, have of late ſuffered much from ſquirrels, which 
were introduced ſome years ago at Dalkeith, and have ſpread 
to this neighbourhood, They have attacked the Scotch firs 
in the proportion of about 1 in 20, and almoſt every larix 
and elm. Already many of cach of them are killed. If the 
harm they do in ather places be as great, and be progreſſive 
as they multiply, this intended improvement will be unfor- 
tunate, 


Population. From the number of births regiſtered during 
the laſt ro years, compared with a like period at any time 
fince 1750, it would appear that the population has been in- 
creaſing in that degree which might be expected in a diſtrict 
like this, where the whole inhabitants are not employed in 
agriculture. This may be the more readily admitted as ſuf- 
ficient evidence of the fact, that in the country pariſhes, ma- 
ny of the common people, ſince the date of the tax upon the 
regiſtration of baptiſms, do not regiſter the births in their 
families; a circumſtance to be regretted, as it may, in the 
courſe of events, be attended with bad conſequences to their 
poſterity. From various enumerations, however, taken at 
different periods, it is certain that the increaſe has been by 
no means uniform, as will appear from the following table. 


PoPpULA- 
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PoruLATION TABLE oF THE PARISH or PRNCAT T- 
LAND, 


Number of ſouls, as returned to Dr Webſter in 1755 910 
Ditto, as ſtated in an accurate lift drawn up by Sir 
AnDREW Lau DER, (a reſiding heritor), in 1979 886 


Decreaſe in 24 years 24 

Ditto, by another accurate enumeration, in July 1793, 1033 

Increaſe in 14 years * 147 

Exact increaſe within theſe 38 years 123 

Number of ſouls in the villages 22 „ 

—— In the country 3 — 521 
PROFESSIONS, &c. 

Miniſter - — 1 Shoemakers — — % 

Heritors, reſident- 3 Tailors = - 5 

Ditto, non-refident =» 4 Weavers - "Wi 

Farmers = - 9 Smiths - - 3 

Maſons - - 4 Dyer - = I 

Carpenters <- ,- 4 Bleacher - - I 

Colliers, and their fami- Teacher - - 1 

lies - - 110 Inn-keeper F - = 1 


Road. The roads are not in good repair. This is to be 
accounted for, from the nature of the foil, a deep wet clay, 
the 


The increaſe during that period has been occaſioned chief» 
ly by the houſes, lately erected by Joun HamiLTon, Eſq; of 
Pencaitland, for his colliers, whoſe numbers, including their fa- 
milies, being 1 to, the increaſe, independent of that circumſtance, 
has been, during the above period, 37. 


+ The other inhabitants are employed in the lime-works, 
and the different occupations of huſbandry. 
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the diſtance from materials, the ſituation of the pariſh as a me! 
thoroughfare for the country, and eſpecially from the paſ- 4 
ſage upon them for coal and lime from a great part of Eaſt cel} 
Lothian, The county, however, have at laſt turned their at- anc 
tention to theſe particulars, and have this year allocated a the 
conſiderable ſum for one, and erected a toll-bar upon another the 
of the great roads; by means of which, it is expected they wp 
will be put into good repair, and prove, in that event, of nu 
much utility to the country. Notwithſtanding the bad ſtate 15 
in which the roads in general are, much has been done for a 
them by Sir ANDREW LAUDER, on the ſouth fide of the 11 
Tyne. From his accurate reports, given in annually to the th 


Juſtices of the peace, it appears, that, beſides the faithful ap- 1s 
plication of the ſtatute money, he has, from the year 1770 to 


this preſent date (February 1794), expended 500 l. and in i» 
proportion for other roads, beſides thoſe on his own eſtate; Be 
and there is reaſon to believe, that a ſimilar expenditure may 2 
be expected from him for the future, Commendation is Pr 
bere by no means neceſſary, but a wiſh may perhaps be ex- 1 
preſſed, that proprietors in general would ſhew a like atter- vi 
tion to that obvious fad, that good roads are the firſt and = 
moſt beneficial improvement to a conntry, 12 
a | re 
Villages. There are 4 villages, viz. Eofter and Weſter Pen. 
caitlands, Winton, and Niſbet. In theſe all the trades people 
refide, In the village of Niſbet there are 2 weavers, who : 
employ 8 looms for country work. They are the only wea- * 
vers in the pariſh who are independent of the farmers, and 4 
conſequently employ additional hands. This little fact, per- 9 
haps, deſerves notice. In the formation of villages, proprie- P 
tors have too generally favoured the introduction of trades L 
people, from the ſole conſideration of raiſing their rent - roll, : 


by letting a very few acres at a much higher rate than far- 
mers 
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mers could pay for them. It ou d be better policy, as well 
as more g' atifying to every liberal mind, to permit this ne- 
ceflary and important clals of people, to fit at very eaſy rents, 
and free from every ſervitude to the farmers. In this way 
they would teel themſelves comfortable, and be plealed with 
their fituation, Farmers, and conſequently landholders, 
would reap eſſential advantages from the increaſe of their 
numbers, and their thriving condition; and there would be 
no neceſſity for their retiring to the great towns, and increaſ- 
ing there, the maſs of an unhealthy and debauched rabble. 
The above 4 villages contain only 512 fouls; but it is better 
that this number ſhould occupy 4 villages than one, There 
is a fallacy in the idea, that villages in the country are in a 
more thriving ſtate the more po ulous they become; for in 
the ſame proportion as they contain above 200 ſouls, they 
will be found to be declining, cften in induſtry, and always 
in morals, Proprietors, therefore, in the country, who have 
proper ſtations for villages, would conſult utility as well as 
ornament, by the erection of two ſmaller. inſtead of one large 
village. And while they give every reaſonable encourage- 
ment and ſecurity to villagers. they ſhould be equally cautious 
relative to feus, as the proprietors of them, when neceſſarily 
removed, are too apt, rather than ſell their property, to let 
it to any beggar or vagabond. G 

Proviſions and Wages.—Proviſions of all kinds have riſen 
in their price one third completely, during the laſt 20 years, 
A hen coſts 18. a chicken 6 d. eggs 4 d. per dozen, butter 
9d. per pound, cheeſe 6d. The rife of wages has been pro- 
portioval during the above period. A labourer receives daily 
10 d. in winter, and 18. in ſummer. A young man fit for 
farm work, receives maintenance and 71. for the year. A 
farm ſervant, who lives in his own houſe, has an annual in- 
come 
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come of 141. The wages of an able workman at the lime. 
kilns are 15 d. and, at piece work, he may earn 28. 6d, 
| The colliers are paid by the quantity of coal they throw out, 
| and have a free houſe, together with coals for fuel. A col- F 
lier, with a bearer, at the rate of working 4 or 5 days in the ©" 
week, earns 65 l. annually. Theſe great profits, as might be but 


expected, are, in general, thrown away in a very injudicious ted 
manner, which tends not a little to produce a ſcarcity, and reg 
11 to raiſe the price of coals at the pit. It were, therefore, to ee? 
4 be wiſhed, now that they have got their liberty, that ſome ber 
meaſure could be taken, from which they might find it ne- rel 
* ceſſary to uſe it with more diſcretion. This general ſtric- yo 
; ture applies by no means to the colliers on the eſtate of PM 
4 Fountainhall, ſome of whom are decent in their morals, and Gn 
| | in affluent circumſtances. Perhaps the ſmallneſs of their 2 
number preſerves them, in ſome degree, from that diſſipa- ho 
. | tion which ſo generally characteriſes that claſs of people, and 285 
1 on account of which alone, can they be deemed, by the pub- 12 
| lic, unworthy of their great earnings. 155 
a 

Bleachfields and Mills, &c.— There is one bleachfield, and 
there are 1 lint, 1 ſtarch, 1 thread, 4 barley, and 4 corn 4 
, ills, There are ſeveral threſhing mills, and one in particu- a v 
lar built lately on the eſtate of Fountainhall, which is 2 
wrought by water, and, it is faid, per forms ſome additional to 
operations above any other hitherto erected. A conſider- not 
able improvement is evidently obtained by theſe threſhing — 
mills, when they are driven by water; but when horſes muſt th: 
be employed, it is not to be rated high, In, this diſtrict _ 
there are many circumſtances favourable to the introduction "i 
and ſucceſs of manufactures; but here, as in the Lothians in wil 
general, this important national object meets with leſs atten- bo 


tion than in other parts of Scotland, where difficulties, that din 
o do ho, 
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do not exiſt here, are encountered, and happily over- 
come *. 


Feelefiaftical State. — Mrs HAMILTON of Belhaven is pa- 
troneſs. The value of the living is 90 l. — The glebe is ſmall, 
but of excellent ſoil. The church is in good repair, and fit- 
ted up in a decent manner. No where are the people more 
regular in their attendance upon public worſhip; and, as the 
example of ſuperiors is never without its effect, this is to 
be aſcribed, in a great meaſure, to the attention which the 
reſiding heritors have paid to the public inſtitutions of reli- 
gion. Their conduct, in this reſpect, is richly entitled to 
much praiſe, both in a political and moral view. The higher 
claſſes may act from a principle of Honour; the lower never 
did, nor ever will. If theſe, therefore, are ſet free from the 
influence of a religious principle, no regulations which this 
age, enlightened as it is, may be pleaſed to ſubſtitute in its 
room, will command that ſubordination, without which there 
is an end of all order and happineſs in ſociety. Without the 
conſolations to be derived from their proſpects of future hap- 

Vol. XVII. F pineſs, 


* An attempt was made, indeed, a few years ago, to eſtabliſh 
a woollen manufacture in this country, and many gentlemen 
and farmers became ſubſcribers, and were to be in the direction 
of it; two circumſtances, either of which will always be fatal 
to any ſimilar undertaking. The nature of manufacture will 
not admit of ſpeculation, nor accord with affociations or 
extenſive beginnings. Succeſs is only to be expected, in any 
branch of manufacture, from perſons completely bred in 
that line, and invited, by favourable circumſtances, to com- 
mence it: And the more numerous, though ſmall, the begin- 
nings, the better. An extenfive project, when it fails, and it 
frequently will, for obvious reaſons, impreſſes the public mind 
with the idea of the impoſſibility of carrying on any ſuch ma- 
nutacture to advantage; whereas, in fact, nothing might have 
been more eaſy, if it had been conducted ſolely by a fkilful in- 


— at his own riſk, and with a view to a moderate liveli- 
od, 
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pineſs, they muſt feel themſelves miſerable under the preſ- 
ſures of their preſent lot, and will readily look with envy at 
the more fortunate condition of others. — There are a very 


few ſectaries“, who have occaſionally come into this from 
neighbouring diſtricts. 


School. —The average number of ſcholars is 50. The pay- 
ments are, for reading, 1s. 2 d.; for writing, 18. 6 d.; for 
arithmetic, 28. quarterly. The ſalary, which was 100 merks, 
was doubled ſome months ago by the heritors, upon a peti- 
tion from the ſchoolmaſter. This is the more ſingular, as 
it was in this county that the oppolition originated, againſt 
the requeſt of the {choolmaſters of Scotland, for ſome ſmall 
addition to their ſalaries. Such landholders as are averſe from 
this meaſure, are ſtill, it ſeems, to be informed of the good con- 
ſequences, that have followed froin the education which the 
common people have received at their pariſh ſchools z other- 
wiſe they would not, probably, heſitate to raiſe theſe uſeful 
members of ſociety to a ſituation as lucrative, at leaſt, as that 
of a ploughman. It was no doubt a queſtion in policy, 

Whe- 


* It is ſomewhat remarkable, that during the incumbency of 
the late Mr GzorGE ANDERSON, a period of 36 years, not one 
individual of his pariſhioners left the eſtabliſhed church. This 
fact, though not without a parallel, is to be accounted for, with- 
out doubt, from the prudence of his deportment, and the modera- 
tion of his principles, in conjunRion with the example of the heri- 
tors. Indeed it will be generally found, that every clergyman, of a 
ſimilar deſcription, it aided by the attendance of the reſiding he- 
ritors upon the public ordinances of 1eligion, will lead his 
hearers, in the ſpace of a few years, into the ſame train ot 


thinking with himſelf. This, it way be hinted, is the meaſure 


to be employed for checking the Seceſſion, rather than having 
ꝛecoutſe to ſchiſm overtures, or inquiries concerning the growth 
of ſchiſm, which have agitated the public mind at different times, 
and were better calculated, than any thing which the Seceders 


themſclwes could have deviſed, for promoting the growth of 
ſchiſm, 


pet 


. 


— * * 
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Whether the common people ſhould receive education ? Hu- 
manity revolts from the idea. Facts prove ignorance to be 
pernicious, 


Pirr.—The ſum expended annually for their ſupport is 
nearly, at an average, 70 l. In the year 1782, it was 1121. 
None below 60 years of age are received upon the penſion 
liſt, as an admiſſion, it is thought, to an aliment that is cer- 
tain, at an earlier period, might be unfriendly to their induſtry, 
and to the honeſt pride, which ought to be cheriſhed in the 
loweſt claſſes, of eating their own bread. When any, how- 
ever, below that age, are in diſtreſs, they never fail to receive 
a proper ſupply ; and the ſum given away in this manner, 
is not leſs than what is expended for the penſion lift. No 
where, probably, do the poor receive a larger allowance, or 
meet with more cordial attention. Indeed the funds of the 
pariſh, though they have entirely ariſen, excepting a dona— 
tion of 100 l. from collections ſince the year 1704, are now 
ſo conſiderable as to ſupply theſe charitable demands, and 
preclude any chance of an aſſeſſment at a future period, The 
practice followed hitherto by the reſiding heritors, of not al- 
lowing the collections to be leſſened, by their occaſional ad- 
ſence from public worſhip, has tended greatly to increaſe theſe 
funds. Were this practice to take place in other pariſhes, 
and to be adopted alſo by non-re/iding heritors, (and no good 
reaſon can be aſſigned why it ſhould not), it is likely that 
aſſeſſments, ſo much and ſo juſtly dreaded, would, in mot 
caſes, be avoided; For though the farmers know they have 
only a temporary intereſt in theſe funds, and the loweſt claſs 
are aware that* it belongs not to them, in any view of the 
matter, to maintain the poor, it is not to be doubted that 
both theſe claſſes would continue, as hitherto, from a reli- 

gious 
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gious principle, to throw in their mite, if they ſaw a propor- 
tional contribution from the whole heritors. 


Character and Mode of Living. The people in general are 
fatisfied with their condition, and are induſtrious, It is not 
remembered that an inhabitant of this pariſh has been pu- 
niſhed by the civil magiſtrate for any crime. All of them 
can at leaſt read the Bible; and the greateſt part of the 
young men, whoſe parents could afford but little for their 
education, attend the ſchoolmaſter in the winter evenings; 
who, for a {mall conſideration, teaches them writing, and 
the common rules of arithmetic, by which means they ac- 
quire good habits, and become uſeful as farm and family ſer- 
vants.— The mode of living has become more expenſive than 
formerly among the farmers.— The loweſt claſs of people 
confine their taſte and expence to their dreſs; and in this 
reſpect they are not behind others in the neighbouring diſ- 
tricts, In conſequence of this rage for finery, though much 
more harmleſs, in every view, than tea and dram drinking, 
(which pervade almoſt every town and preat village), the 
common people, in the country through Scotland, will be 
found at preſent to be living almoſt as poorly as they did 50 
years ago, when their income was one half leſs ; for it is by 
no means to be placed to the account, (as ſome ſeditious ſpirits 
have of late ſhameleſsly attempted to perſuade us), of the bur- 
den of government taxes, which, it is well known to every 
perſon, duly informed about the matter, amount not to more 
annually than 2s. 8d. on the neceſſary articles of conſump- 
tion, in the family of a farm ſervant, conſiſting of 6 perſons, 
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NUMBER V. 


PARISH OF LECROPT. 


(PRESBYTERY OF DUNBLANE.—OYNOD AND COUNTIES 
OF PERTH AND OTIRLING,) 


Drawn up by the Rev. Deftor JAmEs ROBERTSON, Mini ſter 
of Callander, from Materials furniſhed by the Rev. MY 
JohN Kinross, Miniſter of Lecropt. 


Etymolegy of the Name. 


ECROPT is derived from two Gaelic words, which ſig- 
L nify one half firm or dry land, alluding to the natural 
diviſion of the pariſh into high and low, dry and wet ſoil. 
One half is upland or elevated ground, the other is a dead flat 
of clay land, which muſt have been one continued moraſs, 
when the ſea retired from the extenſive valley, in which the 
Forth now winds its way to the ocean. 


Situation, Form, Rivers, Extent, Surface, &'c.—About two 
thirds of this pariſh are fituated within the county of Perth, 
and one third in the county of Stirling. Its latitude is 562. 
11“. N. and its longitude 47. W. of Edinburgh.—lts form 
is not far removed from an equilateral triangle.— The river 
Teath bounds it on the S. W. where it meets the Forth and 
the Allan on the E. The ſouthern point is where the Allan 
falls into the united ſtreams of the other two. From E. to 


W. 


i 
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W. it extends about 3 miles, and nearly about as much from 
N. to 8. It contains about 2000 acres of ground, one half 
of which is a rich clay, the other half vp-land, or what i; 
generally called dry- field. The clay foil on the ſouth is di- 
vided from the up- land by a beautiful bank, which croſſes the 
pariſh, almoſt parallel to the north. ſide, ard nearly at one 
third of the 'diftance between it and the ſouthern extremity. 
In all the clay land there is not a ſingle ſtone or pebble; 
it is therefore incloſed and ſubdivided with hedge and ditch, 
or with open drains. The up-land, which is ſeparated from 
the carſe by the bank, and riſes backward with a gentle aſ- 
cent, is alſo inclofed, either with ſtone walls, or hedge and 
ditch, 


Prefpet,—From the bank up | Lecropt, there is one of 
the fineſt proſpects in this part of the iſland, which has 
been always admired by every perſon of taſte, The 
Forth, the Teath, and the Allan unite their ſtreams, 
and forin the largeſt river in North Britain, in the cham- 
paign country, on the ſouthern borders of the pariſh, 
Their waving banks being clad with the richeſt crops, the 
ſnug ſteadings of farms, the hedges neatly trimmed, the 
lofty trees, through which the ſmoke aſcends from the dwel- 
lings, and the buſy hand of man, engaged in the various o- 
perations of agriculture, beautify and enrich the ſcene.—On 
the oppoſite ſide of this fertile valley, the Caſtle of Stirling 
rears its head in rude magnificence, on the ſummit of a rock, 
and leads the mind to review the hiſtory of years that arc 
paſt, when it was the reſidence of the antient kings of Scot- 
land, The huge rock of Craigforth on the one fide of the 
Caſtle, and the Abbey Craig on the other, form, with the 
Caſtle itſelf, three vaſt and detached piles, about the 
diſtance of a mile from each other; and, like the pyramids 

| of 
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of Egypt, look down on an extenſive tract of flat country, 
where no other .eminence intervenes“. The tower of the 
abbey of Cambuſkenneth, in one cf the ſinks of the Forth, 
where the aſhes of the weak and unfortunate JaMEs III reſt 
in peace from the tumult of civil diſcord, and the conflict of 
contending factions z the ſtately bridge of Stirling, through 
which the Forth holds his majeſtic courſe. to the ocean; his 
long circuitous links, through innumerable farms and thriv- 
ing villages, and the floops ſailing along theſe links in all di- 
rections, amidit trees and houſes, feaſt thę eye with the plea- 
ſant proſpect, and delight the mind with,the grateful idea of 
induſtry and of . wealth, —The, diſtant hills of Dundoſt, on 
the ſouth-weſt, (ſtill the property of the deſcendants of that 
gallant hero who broke the Roman barrier), the hills ot Fal- 
kirk on the ſouth, famous for the bloody rencounter between 
Liberty and Deſpot;/fm ; the green Ochils on the eaſt, piled on 
one another; Ben- vor lich+ on the north; Bented:\ and Ben- 
lamcnd $ on the weſt, which raiſe their venerable heads to the 

clouds, 


* Theſe maſſes, and all other detached rocks, and many of 
our mountain rocks, in this part of the world, preſent a rugged 
front uniformly to the weſt, and have a tail of earth in the oppo- 
ſite direction The weſtern coaſt of Britain, and moſt other 
iſlands, preſent a bold ſhore of high rocks, while the land on 
the ealt ſlopes generally by an inclined plane, and dips gradually 
into the ſea. The Britiſh rivers, for the moit part, flow eaſt- 
ward. This is the caſe in many other countries, eſpecially in 
America, Whether this phenomenon be owing to the current 
of the general deluge, or to the direction in which the earth re- 
volves round its axis, or to the eaſtern inclination of the coun» 
try, is perhaps uncertain ; but there appears to be no doubt, 
that it is owing to ſome general cauſe; and there is as little 
doubt, that a large ſtone, or a rock, in a river which is not very 
rapid, gathers a tail on that ſide to which the current flows. 


The mountain of great flags. 


For the etymology of theſe names, ſee the account of 


CalLanpex, Vol. XI. No. L. 
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clouds, all diverſify the landſcape, add grandeur to the prof. 
peR, and prepare the ſoul for contemplation. 


Soil, Cultivation, Minerals, &c.—The ſoil in the carſe has 
been rendered more productive, by draining the ſwamps, by 
laying a greater quantity of lime annually on the land than 
uſed formerly to be done, and by ſtreighting the ridges in 
ſeveral places. The foil in the higher grounds is in general 
loam upon a till bottom, and in many places a {tiff till, with- 
out any mixture of loam, eſpecially where the land is ſpouty, 
A great part of the upland, ſo lately as 20 years ago, was 
covered with furze and broom, which have been grubbed out 
by the farmers, ſince the knowledge of improvement, and 
the deſire of induſtry have been introduced into this coun- 
try ; and their labour has been amply rewarded by abundant 
crops. The land, where furze uſed to grow, is now a ſtrong 
generous ſoil ; and its ſtrength may in every caſe be eſtima- 
ted by the ſize and luxuriance of the whins, in its natural 
ſtate. The foil which carries broom, in its uncultivated ſtate, 
is not ſo ſtrong as the former; but it is a truſty ſoil, and 
will make good returns of the ordinary crops, when tenderly 
dealt with, and allowed occaſionally to reſt in graſs. Where 
whins and broom are mixed, the foil is ſtrong or light, in 
the degree in which either of theſe prevails; and to encou- 
rage the huſbandman ftill farther, ſuch land ſeldom requires 
draining, where theſe plants are found, Blocks of granite 
have been blown in different places off the higher grounds, 
and removed at conſiderable expence; and land which was 
lately in a ſtate of nature, lets now at a guinea an acre in 


paſture, Where the ſoil was ſpouty, at the ſkirts of the hills, 


covered drains have been made; but in the clay land the 


drains are all open. 


Climate, 


N 


te, 
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Climate, Diſeaſes, and Longevity. —ln the carſe, intermittent 
fevers were very frequent ſome time ago, occaſioned, princi- 
pally, by the dampneſs of the country ; but fince the ground 
has been drained, and the inhabitants are more comfortably 
lodged and fed, all diſtempers, arifing from a relaxed habit, 
are neither ſo common nor ſevere. —There is nothing extra- 
ordinary in the ſtature or longevity of the people. About 
the beginning of 1794, there died in the carſe a perſon aged 
93- Several perſons, now alive, enjoy good health at the 
age of 80, 'The people in general are healthy and hardy, 
inured, from their infancy, to the laborious exerciſes of agri- 
culture, which, by their improved ſtile of living, they are 
not only enabled to undergo with ſucceſs, but with comfort 
and eaſe, 


Produce, c. The produce is wheat, barley, oats, peaſe, 
beans, clover, and rye-graſs; and in up- lands leſs wheat and 
beans, but in their place more turnips, flax, and potatoes of 
various kinds.—The wheat is ſown in the latter end of Sep- 
tember, and during the whole month of October, uſually af- 
ter ſummer fallow. The farmers begin to ſow peaſe and 
beans in February, and oats as early in March as the ſeaſon 
will allow. The ſowing of barley is generally finiſhed by 
the iſt of May. Potatoes, are planted about the middle of 
May, which is alſo the ſraſon for the barley ſeed time in the 
up-land, The turnips are ſown in June, The wheat yields 
about 10 bolls an acre, having 8 or 10 chalders of lime laid 
on the preceding fallow. The harveſt begins about the mid- 
dle of Auguſt, and is finiſhed in-6 weeks thereafter, when the 
ſeaſon is favourable. The wheat ſells generally at 21 8. and 
ſometimes more, by the boll; the barley from 188. to 22.3 
meal commonly at 16s. The barley is ſometimes ſown by 
elf, and ſometimes mixed with Cheſter bear. The oats, 

Vol. XVII. 8 moſt 
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moſt frequently cultivated in this pariſh, are the old Scotch 
kind. The Cupar Grange ſpecies is alſo introduced. The 
beans have always a mixture of about one-third of peaſe. 


Mages and Prices of Proviſions, —Servants wages have riſen 
conſiderably within theſe few years. A bred ploughman 
cannot be hired for a year under 9 l. or 10 l.; a maid-ſer- 
vant charges 31. and upwards. Common labourers get 1s, 
a day and their victuals. Beef ſells at between 4 d. and 5 d. 
per lib. ; mutton commonly at 4 d.; a pair ef good barn 
fowls at 28. 6 d.; eggs at 6 d. or 8 d. the dozen; butter at 
10 d. the lib.; and cheeſe at 4 d. 


Farm Houſes, The farm houſes have lately undergone 
great improvements, owing to the general ſpirit of induſtry, 
and the deſire of convenience, which has been ſpreading for 
| ſome years through this part of the kingdom, in every de- 
partment of rural economy . The dwellings are well light- 
ed, and conſiſt of 3 or more apartments; and the farmers 
have generally a clock in every family, and other furniture 
in proportion, comfortable and convenient.-—They have kilos 
for drying grain, with brick floors, and ſome with caſt iron 
floors. 


Cattle, In the carſe farms, few black cattle are kept, but 
they pay great attention to, the rearing of horſes. In the 
more 


About 20 years ago, the houſes were meanly conſtructed, 
without light, without air, and without accommodatien, which 
muſt have been very injurious to the health of the inhabitants, 
and, together with the wetneſs of the ſoil, proved the concomi- 
tant cauſes of premature old age, and of many local diſtempers. 
The late ARCHIBALD STIRLING of Kier, and molt of the other 
proprietors, at the end of the laſt leaſes, incloſed and ſubdivided 
the farms, built neat ſteadings of houfes in centrical places, and 
covered them with tiles or blue ſlates, 


of Lecropt. 51 


more elevated parts of the pariſh, the farmers rear more 
cows, and pay conſiderable attention to the dairy, which to 
them is a great ſource of profit. Their ſoil is well adapted 
for paſture, whereas the clay foil is more productive in bear- 
ing crops of grain. There is no mountainous ground in the 
pariſh, and therefore there are no ſheep farms; ſome Jarge 
incloſures, which are let to graziers, are ſtocked with ſheep : 
And from the richneſs of their graſs, and their vicinity to 
the market, they make good returns. 


Moſs. — It is evident, from a variety of circumſtances, that 
the flat land in this neighbourhood was formerly covered 
with a ſtratum of moſs. This moſs was compoſed of the de. 
ciduous parts of trees, which ſprung up from the rich bed 
of clay that was expoſed, when the ſea retired from that ex- 
tenſive valley, in which the Forth flows from the. head of 
Monteath to Borrowſtounneſs. Marine ſhells are found in 
the body of this clay. The roots of large trees are found 
; adhering to its ſurface, and their trunks and branches are 


mingled with the moſs above; which is a ſufficient proof 
that there was no moſs when the trees were growing “. 

"ods. 

hy what cauſe thoſe trees, which in this valley are moſtly 

oak, were felled, is not, perhaps, ſo evident; but by whatever 


cauſe this took place, when the trees fell, the whole plain mult 
have been an immenſe and wild moraſs, when the water from 


e the higher grounds was interrupted in its progreſs, and render- 

ed ſtagnant by leaves, and branches, and large logs of wood. 
g The richneſs of the foil below would ſoon produce a rank 
a growth of the long graſſes, and other plants peculiar to marihy 
ground. When the ſurface was ſomewhat conſolidated by the 
0 annual decay of theſe plants, it would become a valt quag-mire, 
. acquiring a gradual conſiſteney, enabling it to carry heath on 
r the top. From being flow moſs it would become firmer, eſpe- 
d cially at the ſides, where there was leaſt water, and where the 
d 


moſs was leſs deep, by reaſon of the higher ground dipping in- 


42 to 
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Woods and Orchardi. There is a great variety of planted 
trees on the higher grounds, which thrive well, ſhelter the 
| country, 


to it by an inclined plane.—The rivers being ſcarcely able to 
force their way through this deſert, on which no four-footed 
creature durſt venture for a long tract of time, depoſited their 
tribute of ſlime, and meliorating particles of tine earth, upon 
the banks which produced a ſtrip of rich land along their courſe. 
Theſe ſtrips of fine arable land, on the brinks of the rivers, are 
{till diſcernible in all this country, while moſs, in many places, 
retains its antient poſſeſſion, between them and the higher 
grounds farther back, by which it is ſurrounded. It is alſo 
probable, that theſe banks of earth, formed on the verge of the 
rivers, contributed to hold back the water in the moraſs, and 
to increaſe its depth, or the altitude of the moſs, as they grew 
higher, by a continual acceſſion of more ſoil with every inunda- 
TION. | 

This may be the manner in which all deep moſſes are formed. 
The thin ſtratum of moſs on dry ground, which is produced 
folely by the leaves, and other deciduous parts of heath, is en- 
tirely out of the queſtion. All moſſes, of any conſiderable 
depth, are found in beds of greater or leſs extent, according to 
the diſtance of the riſing grounds, or other obſtructions by 
which the moraſs was incloſed, wherein they were formed. It 
1s an abſurdity to alledge, that peat earth grows, any more than 
other earth. No ſpecies of earth has vegetable life. It indeed 
produces plants which have vegetable life, and theſe plants, re- 
turning to their firſt principles, increaſe the mold. The plants 
which grow on dry ground, when not carried off, add to the 
ſtaple of the ſoil, and form a mold, ſimilar in its qualities to 
that on which they grew; and the plants, which are natural to 
land- locked moraſſes, (among which that plant, ſtrictiy called 
eſs, is always to be found), the leaves, and branches, and bark 
of trees, where they happen to fall, uniformly produce a black 
mold, known by the name of peat earth. 

In the middle of the carſe of Lecropt, there remained, till of 
late, 60 acres of mos, originally formed in this manner. The 
people in the adjacent farms were in the practice of cutting 
peats from it, which rendered the moſs very irregular. The 
low moſs at the ſides was from 4 to 6 feet deep, and the high 
moſs in the middle from 4 to 10 feet. This moſs was, about 8 
years ago, taken in leaſe from Mr Stirling of Kier, by a far- 
mer in the neighbouring pariſh. He was baffled at firſt in ma- 
ny attempts to carry off the moſs ; but by unwearied perſeve- 

rance 


of Lecropt. 53 


country, and are highly ornamental and uſeful. In this pa- 
riſh there are 10 orchards, 5 larger and 5 leſs, which, in fa- 
vourable ſeaſons, yield a conſiderable quantity of apples, pears, 
and plumbs, There is alſo a large natural wood, moſtly of 
oak, which is cut twice in 24 years, and affords a plentiful 
and occaſional ſupply of timber for the various purpoſes of 
huſbandry. The only timber trees in the Carſe are ſaugh, 
which grow to a large ſize; and, when allowed to arrive at 
full maturity, the red is durable, and admits of a moſt beau- 
tiful poliſh, 


Bees. Several perſons in this pariſh have propagated bees 
with great ſucceſs. The numerous orchards, the extenſive 
plantations of trees, which abound with the ſaccharine juice, 
the large fields of beans, whoſe grateful flavour eiubalms the 
very air in the Carſe, and the up-lands adorned with varie- 
gated bloſſoms of clover and daifies, and furze and broom, 
afford a plentiful ſupply to theſe induſtrious inſects; and the 
warmth of the Bank, ſo well ſheltered from the N and run- 
ning from E. to W. through the whole extent of the par ſh, 
affords them that cover which ſuits the delicacy of their 
frame, and cheriſhes their unceaſing induſtry. 


Heritors, 


rance he ſucceeded at laſt in carrying a ſmall rivulet about half 
a mile below ground, in wooden pipes, which conſiſt 4 of wooden 
boards, 1 foot in breadth, joined at right angles, and hooped 
with iron. In the ſpace of 4 or 5 years he cleared, by the aid 
of this ſtream, about 20 acres down to the clay. This land 
produces fine crops of oats, and, by being properly wrought, 
and turned up frequently to the enriching influence of the air, 
there is no doubt of its carrying any other ſpecies of crops, 
known in the clay land around it. But, to.the unſpeakable loſs. 
of his family, this ingenious and induſtrious man, whoſe name 
was MuxDocu, was loſt about 2 years ago, within a few yards 
of his own houſe, in paſſing the Forth ; and ſince his death, the 
improvements on the moſs have gone on but ſlowly. 
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| Heritors, Rents, &. The heritors are 5 in number, none 
of whom reſide within the pariſh. More than one half of the 
pariſh belongs to JAMES STIRLING, Eſq; of Kier, whoſe re- 
ſidence has a commanding proſpect on the Bank of Lecropt, 
within a mile of the church. This family has been long and 
juſtly reſpected, by all ranks, for the qualities which adorn 
human nature in the higher ſpheres of life. They have em- 
belliſhed the place of Kier, by well dreſſed lawns and exten- 
five plantations; they have given bread to the poor, in car- 
rying on theſe improvements; and have, by their example 
and influence, diffuſed a ſtile of huſbandry and cultivation 
through this country formerly unknown. The number of 
farms is 25; and their extent is from 40 to 100 acres each, 
There are 7 pendicles, conſiſting of from 3 to 14 acres. There 
are 20 cottages, occupied by labourers and married ſervants, 
The land in the Carle lets, on an average, at 20s. the acre; 
and the average rent of the up-land is 12s. The valued rent 


of the pariſh is 2200 l. Scotch. The real rent is not exadtly 
aſcertained, 


Population, — The population of the pariſh has rather been 
on the decreaſe fince the farms began to be enlarged. The 
Population in 1755, as returned to Dr Webſter, was 577 
The number of ſouls at preſent (1794) is 420 


— — 


é Decreaſe 157 
The number of families is 2 9 bo 89 


Employments,—The people are employed, for the moſt part, 
in the various operations of huſbandry, as farmers, ſervants, 
and labourers. 'There are 2 weavers, 1 ſmith, and 1 mill- 
wright; but neither taylor, ſhoemaker, ſurgeon, nor * 
in the pariſh, 


Fiſheries, 


a a -—- « <> © »p = i 


Land 


vici. 
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Fiſberies —The cruives of Craigforth are placed on a ledge 
of rocks, which extend acroſs the Forth, having one end in 
this pariſh, and the other in the pariſh of St. Ninian's. The 
tide flows up to this ledge; which circumſtance renders it a 
proper ſtation for a fiſhing of this kind. A great number of 
ſalmon is taken, when the cruives are kept in proper repair. 
Salmon are alſo taken on the Teath and on the Allan, beſides 
trouts, pikes, and perches. 


Village, Manufafures, Mills, &c.—There is only one vil- 
lege, called e Bridge of Allan, which conſiſts of 28 families. 
None of the tenements are feued. They are all the property 
of Mr Stirling of Kier. 'The villagers are variouſly employed, 
miniſtering to the convenience of the country. There is, par- 
ticularly, a brewery for malt liquor, where ſtrong ale, ſmall 
beer, and porter, are made.— This village is fituated on the 
Allan, a river more remarkable, at this place, for its roman- 
tic ſcenery, of a deep glen covered with a variety of wood, 
and its tumultuous current, than for the quantity of its water. 
The Allan, within a ſhort ſpace, drives ſeveral mills, for meal, 
barley, and flour. 'There are, particularly, 3 mills for making 
a coarſe paper, known by the name of Callender paper, which 
clothiers uſe in prefling cloth. The village has alſo the ad- 
vantage of being ſituated in a plentiful country, near coals, 
and at the ſeparation of the two great military roads, the one 
going by Callander, to the weſt of Scotland, and the other, 
by Crieff, to the north: So that no ſituation ſeems to be bet- 
ter adapted for erecting a village on a large ſcale. 


Sources of Profit, —The farmers in the clay land, who have 
lime in abundance near at hand, and for a moderate price, 
make their returns moſtly by their grain. In the upland, 
the farmers have not oP the ſame command of lime, but 

ſhell 
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ſhell marl, and make their returns partly by grain, and partly 
by the produce of the diary, and by fattening cattle for the 
market. 'The women ſpin woollen yarn, which ſells, when 
trade is good, at 25. the ſpindle, for making ſtockings, ſhal. 
loons, and plaids. 


Roads.—The great roads in this pariſh are but indifferent; 
but a toll is ſoon to be erected on that leading northward, 
which will enable the gentlemen to pay more attention to the 
other great road, and to the bye-roads, which ſtand much in 
need of repair. The roads in the Carſe are ſcarcely paſſable 
in winter. The ſtatute labour is not commuted. 


Eccigſaſtical ſtate.— The church and manſe are beautifully 
fituated on the face of the riſing ground, above the Carſe, 
and command a rich and extenfive proſpect, already taken 
notice of. The church, which is in good repair, is an old 
Gothic building “, conſiſting of a nave and choir, 72 feet in 
length; the nave being only 14 feet broad, and the choir but 
11. The ſteps to the altar are till viſible ; and the ſacred 
font is quite entire, The manſe is commodious, and in good 
repair. The glebe conſiſts of 7 acres of fertile land, properly 
incloſed. The ſtipend is 48 l. 19s. 25 d. in money, 43 bolls 
of meal, and 23 bolls of barley. Mr STirLixNG of Kier is 
patron. 


Religious Perſuaſions. The town of Stirling was the origi- 
nal ſeat of the ſeceſſion from the eſtabliſhed church; and, 
from 


® It was formerly a chapel annexed to the biſhopric of Dun- 
keld, although it be ſituated within the dioceſe of Dunblane, 
and only 2 miles from the bithop's feat. The curate was eſta- 
bliſhed at Lecropt, to be a check on the biſhop of Dunblane; 
which practice it ſeems, from ſimilar inſtitutions, was not un- 
common in theſe times. | 
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from a variety of cauſes, the peculiar tenets of that perſuaſion 
took early a deep root in this neighbourhood. A great va- 
riety of opinions have ſprung up ſince that period. We have 
Burghers, Antiburghers, Cameronians, Bereans, and perſons 
who adhere to the preſbytery of Relief. But it ought to be 
remarked to their credit, that perſons entertaining all theſe 
different opinions live with thoſe of the eſtabliſhed church, 
and with one another, in friendſhip and brotherly love. The 
acrimony of ſpeech, the ſourneſs of temper, the ſhyneſs of in- 
tercourſe, and the reluctance to perform good offices, which 
characteriſed religious parties ſome years ago, have now given 
place to Chriſtian benevolence, and the ſweet intercourſe of 
ſocial affection. The intolerant heat of party zeal has be- 
come more moderate; and the mild ſpirit, which the goſpel 
breathes, poliſhes the ferocity of nature, and ſinooths the 
ruggedneſs of the human heart. Men have diſcovered, what 


they ought always to have known, that their opinions, with. 


regard to ſpeculative points, are often as different as their 
faces; and that the harmony of ſociety, and the intercourſe 
of life, ought not to be interrupted by the one more than by 
the other; that meekneſs and forbearance become Chriſtians; 
that rudeneſs of manners is different trom purity of morals ; 
that aſperity of temper is no mark of ſoundneſs in the faith ; 


and that it is a precept of the higheſt authority, to “ /ove one 


tt another.” f 

School and Pear. The ſchool is well taught. The fees are 
moderate; for Latin and arithmetic, 2 8.; for Engliſh, one 
merk Scotch, or 18. 1,4, d.; for writing, 18. 6d. Book» 
keeping and mathematics are alſo taught. The ſalary 1001. 
Scotch, with the perquiſites ariſing from the offices of pre- 
centor and ſeſſion cler. There are no begging poor; but 


a few poor houſeholders are comfortably maintained, without 
Vor. XVII. ON; any 
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any regular aſſeſſment, by the intereſt of 100 1. a fund allotted 
for that purpoſe, together with the weekly collections. 


Antiquities, —An artificial eininence, on the eaſt fide of this 
pariſh, ſeems to have been a poſt of the Romans, near their 
great road to the church at Ardoch. KER, already ſo of- 
ten mentioned, is one of a chain of rude forts, (which are all 
called Keys), that run along the north face of the Strath, or 
Valley of Monteath. Theſe forts are at preſent in ruins, and 
are diſcernible to ſtrangers only by,knolls of a green ſurface, 
covering a great heap of looſe ſtones “; but well known to 
the inhabitants of the country, who carry away the ſtones for 
building incloſures and houſes, One of theſe forts was ſitua- 
ted at the place of Kier. There are alſo Kiers at Achinſalt +, 
at Borland g. at Balinackader $, at Tar ||, and in many other 
places i in that direction, all fimilar to one another, in reſpect 
of firuation, conſtruction, proſpect, and materials; which is a 
ſtrong preſumption at leaſt, if not a clear proof, that their 
uſe was the ſame **, There is, in hh neighbourhood of the 

church 


WP. They ſeem to have been conſtruded moſily with dry ſtones, 
dug {rom the quarries near them, becauſe no other cement, ex- 

cept clay or mud, was known in this part of the world, at the 
time they were built, They were uniformly ſitnated near a 
ſpring of water, or a running brook, and commanded an exten- 
ſive proſpect towards all points except the north, from which 
WTI, it 1s probable, no danger was apprehended. 


n The field of the gord profpet; commanding the country ſrom 
the moor of Dumbarton to Queensferry. 


+ The lard of hills. Bor and tor ſignify a hill; hence all the 
torreys are hilly. 


9 The fuller” town. 
Tie groin. All the lars are at the bottom of hills. 


It appears highly probable, that this chain of forts ws 
uit 


> 


ed 


the 
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church of Lecropt, a hill, where the baron uſed to hold his 
court, during the prevalence of the feudal ſyſtem. The Gal- 
low Hill is near the Court Hill “. . 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. —The advantages are, our 
vicinity to the market of Stirling, where the pariſhioners can 
purchaſe any commodities they ſtand in need of, and get a 
good price and ready money, for whatever they can ſpare for 
lale. They are near plenty of coal, which contributes to their 
domeſtic comfort; and abundance of cheap lime enables them 
to improve their ground, —Bad roads are a great diſadvan- 
tage. Another inconvenience, no leſs ſeverely felt, is the 
want of good water in the Carſe. There is but one ſmall ri- 
vulet in the pariſh, which is employed in carrying away the 
moſs. There are ſome ſprings immediately below the Bank, 

at 


built by the Caledonians, to watch the motions of the troops 
ſtationed on the Roman wall, betwixt Borrowſtounneſs and Old 
Kilpatrick, begun by Acricora after his irruption into the 
north in the year 79, and completed by AxToxinus Pius. The 
Caledonian line was about 3 or 4 hours march, in moſt places, 
from the Roman wall ; and this chain of forts, whether it was 
conſtructed by Gareacus, who was no Jeſs ſagacious than 
brave, or by his ſucceſſor, was planned with contummate judg- 
ment, not only for the reaſons already mentioned ; but becaule 
this is the narroweſt tract of Scotland that the Romans ever vi- 
lited, and theretore the molt eaſily defended, and alſo, becauſe 
there are few fords in the river, which runs in the ſtrath lying 
on the ſouth ; and, if Moſs Flanders then exiſted, it mult have 
been an impaſſable moraſs, and a good barrier, as far as it ex- 
tended, on the Caledonian frontier. 


* According to the ſummary proceedings of thoſe times, 
ſentence of death, execution, and interment, followed one another 
in ſuch rapid ſucceſhon, that graves, gallows hills, and mt, or 
court hills, are found contiguous, not only here, but every where 
elſe. The court hills are called mots, or mor hills, from the 
Gaelic word uòt, or mod, which, to this day, is the only ward 
for a court of judicature in that language. 
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at the head of the clay land; but in this, and all other large 
tracts of horizontal land, whatever be the nature of the ſoil, 
there can be no ſprings, for a very obvious reaſon. 


Character, Dreſs, &c.-—The people are remarkable for their 
decency and ſobriety. None have been baniſhed, or have 
ſuffered the higher pains of law, in any other reſpect, for 
miſconduct, in the memory of man. Remote from the temp- 
tations and lurking places of great towns, where the profli- 
gate expect to elude the eye of the world, and to eſcape the 
lath of the law, in a crowded population, every man conſiders 
himſelt as known to his neighbours, and that he has both his 
own reputation, and the credit of his anceſtors, to ſupport by 
his conduct. Habits of induſtry have become familiar to the 
people, whatever object they have in view. In literature 
they have not been deficient, when their genius led them to 
the purſuit of ſtudy, and the improvement of the mind. One 
miniſter, one preacher, and three ſtudents, now alive, drew 
their firſt breath in this pariſh.— A remarkable change has 
lately taken place in the article of dreſs. The love of ſhow 
is natural; and imaginary wants are ſometimes no leſs cla- 
morons than thoſe which are real. But, if the increaſe of 
their earnings do not furniſh the labouring part of mankind 
with this increaſe of luxury, their ſavings, upon which they 
are to begin the world, muſt be leſs at preſent than when their 


wages were more moderate, and their clothing leſs expen- 
ſive. 


NUN. 
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NUMBER VI. 


PARISH OF PRESTON-PANS. 


(CounTY oF EasT LOTHIAN.—PRESBYTERY OF HADDING» 
TON.—DYNOD or LOTRIAN AND TWERDDALE.) 


By the Rev. Mr Jon TROTTER, Minifter. 


— —  — — — — — — — — 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


BOUT a quarter of a mile to the ſouth of Preſton-pans 
{ſtands the village of PRESTON, which, though at 

preſent but ſmall, was formerly of conſiderable extent. When 
ſalt pans were erected in its neighbourhood, they would na- 
turally be diſtinguiſhed by its name. The building of the 
town of Preſton-pans is ſuppoſed to have taken place after 
that of the ſalt pans. In the laſt century, and at the begin- 
ning of the preſent, the town was commonly named Salt 
Preſton. Of the origin of the name of Preſton, nothing ſa- 
tisfactory can be traced. —This pariſh is near 3 miles in 


length. Its greateſt breadth is about one. Ravenſhaugh 


Bourn, which is the boundary of the pariſh on the weſt, di- 


vides the county of Eaſt Lothian from that of Mid Lothian. 


Erection, Soil, Climate, and Diſeaſes. There are two baro- 
nies, the Eaſt Barony and the Weſt, The charter erecting 
the Eaſt Barony, was granted in favour of Sir JohN Hamit- 
TON of Preſton, A. D. 1617. By it Preſton and Preſton- 


2 


62 Statiſtical Actount 


pans are erected into a burgh of barony, with the uſual liber. 
ties and privileges. The Weſt Barony is that of Preſton. 
Grange. Ihe writer of this account has not been able to 
learn in whoſe favour, or at what period, the charter erect. 
ing it was granted, —The ſoil is loam z part heavy, on a clay 
bottom; part light, on a ſandy or gravelly bottom. The 
climate is mild. There are no local diſtempers. The mot 
prevalent are fevers, chiefly thoſe of the putrid and nervous 
kind, The gravel is ſaid to have been very common about 
40 or 50 years ago. 


Agriculture. — The rotation of crops, moſt approved of at 
preſent, is a white and green crop alternately. Fallowing is 
little practiſed, The land is cleared of weeds, by ſowing in 
drills, and horſe-hoeing the interſtices; and women are often 
employed to pick them out with the hand. The land de- 
ſigned for wheat is ploughed as ſoon as it is cleared of the 
preceding crop. If the land is heavy, the wheat is ſown about 
the middle of October; if light, about the beginning of Nov. 
The land deſigned for oats, peaſe, and beans, is plowed in 
February. Oats are ſown about the end of March and be- 
ginning of April. If the land is dry, peaſe and beans are 
fown in drills as early as poſſible in February; when broad- 
caſt, they are ſown early in March, When peaſe and beans 
are to be ſown in drills, ſometimes the land gets two plow- 
ings, the firſt after harveſt, the ſecond at the time of ſowing, 
the ſeed being thrown into every third furrow, The land 
deſigned for barley is three times plowed, The firſt 
plowing takes place immediately after harveſt; the ſecond 
in the ſpring, as ſoon as the land is dry, commonly at the 
end of March or beginning of April. If the land be ſuffi- 


ciently dry, March is reckoned preferable. After this ſecond 


plowing it is harrowed. The third plowing takes place 
| , . : f bs 
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in May, about the beginning of the month, if the land be 
heavy; about the middle, if it be light. Scotch barley is 
uſually fown about the beginning of May in heavy lands 
later in proportion as they are lighter; and in the lighteſt, 
not till the end of May, Potatoes are planted commonly 
aſter the ſecond plowing of the barley land, though the 
beſt ſeaſon is reckoned to be about the end of April or be- 
ginning of May. Turnips ate ſown the firſt or ſecond week 
of June. When the land has not been ſummer fallowed, 
one boll of wheat or barley, one bolt and half of peaſe at 
leaſt, and rather more than 5 firlots of oats, are ſown upon 
an acre 3 when ſummer fallowed, ſomewhat leſs than 3 fir- 
lots of wheat or barley ; when graſs ſeeds are ſown, an acre 
takes about 16 or 18 lib. weight of clover, and one peck of 
rye-graſs. Dung is the chief manure. The quantity requi- 
ſite for an acre is about 26 two-horſe cart-loads of good ſta- 


ble dung. The land inclining to clay requires ſomewhat 


more; lighter lands, rather leſs. On good lands dung ferves 
for four crops in the ordinary rotation. The price of ſtable 
dung is from 28. to 3s. 6d. per cart load, of ſtreet dung 
1s Horſes alone are employed in huſbandry work. Horſe- 
hoeing was introduced about 24 years ago, and has been 
practiſed ever ſince. Small's plough with two horſes is ge- 
nerally uſed. The Harveſt begins uſually about the laſt week 
of Auguſt, and ends on the firſt or ſecond week of October. 
In the year 1785, early oats were introduced here. They 
were ſown on the 5th of April, and reaped on the 21ſt of 
July. In the year following they were ſown on the 31 
of March, and reaped on the 25th of July. The harveſt 
for the other grain was in the ſame proportion Jater than in 
the former year. | Theſe oats, being ripe ſo much ſaoner 
than the other kinds of grain, ſuffered ſo greatly from the 


birds, that the ſowing of them was diſcontinued. 


Prim 
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_ cloſures have conſiderably increaſed the rent of the lands. 
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Produce—The produce of grain per acre, on ordinary 
land, as well as on the beſt ground, is reckoned to be nearly 
in the following proportions : 


Annual Medium Produce. Ditto of the beft Land, 
Bolle per Acre. Bolls per Acrg, 
Wheat 9 — — 13 or 14 
Barley «© 7 — —— 12 or 1} 
Oats — — 8 t 
Beans +» += 8 — — 15 
Peaſe _ 8 — — 10 
Potatoess 30 or 6 tons — 306 
Har 2zo ſtones —— 300 ſtones, 


Rents and Incleſures.—The rent of land is from 11. 115, 
to 31. 10s, per acre, Almoſt all the pariſh is incloſed. 
Walls built of ſtone and mortar form a great part of the in- 
cloſures. 'They are an immediate fence, take up leſs room 
than hedges, and afford no ſhelter to birds, The common 
height is 43 feet above the ſurface. The price of building is 
31. 55. per rood, materials furniſhed by the builder. In- 


The ſtate of property has been fluctuating. Within the 
preſent century, the whole lands in the pariſh, with the ex- 


ception of 4 or 5 acres, have been ſold once, and ſome of the 
eſtates much oftener. gh 


Wages and Prices of Labour. —The uſual wages of a man 
ſervant, living in the family, are 51, Sterling per annum; of 
a maid ſervant, 31. Sterling ; of a man ſervant, out of the 
houſe, 6; bolls of oat-meal, in money and other perquiſites 
from 5 l. 16s. to Gl. 118. 6d. ; a free houſe of 10 8. or 


126, 


bl 


the 
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or 
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128. value, and diet in harveſt ; of a day-labourer, employed 
during the whole ſeaſon, o d. per day, when occaſionally 
employed, 18. ; of women employed in weeding grain, 
5d.; of a man in harveſt, 10d: and diet valued at 6 d.; of 
a woman in harveſt, 7 d. aud diet, valued as above; of a ma- 


ſon, 18. 8 d.; cf a carpenter, from 18. 4 d. to 18. 10 d.; 


of a taylor, 6 d. and diet; plowing an acre of ground 
coſts 108.z harrowing ditto, 28.; cutting ditto of graſs, 
23, and 28. 6 d.; cutting ditto of grain, 68.; reapers, how- 
ever, are ſeldom hired to work by the piece. 


Prices of Grain and Proviſions, The price of grain is, in 
a great meaſure, regulated by the highett fiars of Eaſt Lo- 
thian. Beef ſells trom 3 d. to 43 d. per lib.; mutton and 
veal, from 3 d. to 5 d.; pork, from 3d. to 4d.; good lamb, 
from 18. to 38. per quarter; fowls, 1s. ſometimes more; 
pigeons, from 2s. to 38. per dozen; eggs. from 4 d. to 8d. 
per dozen; butter, at the beginning of the feaſon, 18.3 it 
is ſeldom under gd. per lib. 20 ounce Dutch, 


Manufafures, —There are at preſent 10 Salt Pans in 
the pariſh, but only 6 are wrought. When the weather 
is dry, and the coal good, a pan may be drawn 5 times in a 
week. Each draught requires 3 fillings of water, and yields, 
in ſummer, about i8 buſhels , in winter about 16. The 
difference is owing to the ſea water being ſtronger in ſummer 
than in winter: For the fame reaſon, in winter it requires 
26 or 28 hours to a draught ; in ſummer only 20 or 22. The 
proceſs is ſometimes retarded by the badneſs of the coal. 
When the ſea water is good, a Scotch gallon of it will yield 


of ſalt nearly one lib. Avoirdupois. 'T he draught conſurnes 
Vor. XVII. [ FI, from 


* A buſhel of ſalt contains 8 8 and weighs 56 lib. A- 
voirdupois. | 
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from 18 to 26 bolls of ſmall coal or culm. The price of the 
coal is about 8 d. per boll, when laid down at the pan. Two 
men are employed in working a pan; their joint wages from 
175. to 20s. per weck. From the time the ſalt is drawn 
till it is ſold, the waſte by lying in the girnel is compured at 
1 buſhel in 10. The better the falt is made, the waſte is the 
Jeſs. When it is couveyed oy land, a high wind occaſions a 
greater waſte than a modcrite rain, Three buſhels in 40 
were tormeriy allowed for waste, when it was carried coaſt- 
ways. A late *ct of Par:iament reduces the allowance to 1 in 
40. The original coal} of a fait pan amounts to about 300, 
Sterling; and vice in 3 years ic colts about 451. for repairs, 
The price of ſalt at preient, duty included, is 38. per buſhel, 
The average made in this pariſh, during the 5 laſt years, is 
10,750 buſhels 4 galions per year, 

A manufacture of fone ware is carried on a little to the weſt 
of the church. It commenced about 40 years ago, and belongs 
to Meſſrs. Cadell. White ſtone ware, and cream coloured 
ware, (of late the laſt chiefly) are manufactured. Abou. 40 
men, and upwards of 30 boys, are employed. The wages 
of the men are from 6s. to 15 s. per week. Some of them, 
when working by the piece, earn more than 15s. The wa- 
ges of the boys are from 18. to 28. per week. The boys are 
taken at 8 years of age, and continue till they are 14 or 15, 
when they are cither bound as apprentices, or go to other 
occupations, About 24 tons of coals are conſumed per 
week; the price is 5s. 6d. per ton, when laid down at the 
work, The clay uſed in the manufacture is brought from 
Devonſhire, the flint from Graveſend ; white and red lead 
from London, Hull, and Newcaſtle, The price of the clay 
is 10 8. per ton, freight 14s. per ditto ; the price of the flint 
is 18s. and 20s. per ton, freight 8 s. per ditto, Fire clay !s 


found in great plenty in the neighbourhood, This manu- 
| facture 
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facture circulates upwards of 25 l. per week. At Moriſon's 
Haven there is another manufacture of the ſame kind, with 
the addition of brown ware . About half the number of 
men and boys are employed as at the former. Clay for the 
brown ware is found hard by the work. A third manufac- 
ture of the above articles was carried on at the Cuttle, but 
has been diſcontinded for a year or two; it is, however, a- 
bout to be reſumed, The ſales, for articles of earthen ware, 
2re computed at upwards of 5:001. per annum. elides the 
Scotch market, the ware is Exported to Moſt cf the fea ports 
in Europe, to the Weſt Indies, and to North America.— 
There is a brick and tile work adjoining to the old church- 
yard, Six men are employed. The wages of each, at a 
medium, are 18. per day, This ſeaſon 13 kilns were fired 
with tiles, cach Kilu containing 10,c00. Ot bricks 107,000 
were made, Each kiln with tiles conſumed 21 cart-loads of 
coals, at 38. 6 d. per cart-load of 12 cwt. One cart load, 
partly great coal, partly culm, is required, at an average, for 
3000 bricks, A little to the weſt of the above there is an- 
other tile work by the ſea- ſide, where 9 kilns were fired, 
each kiln containing 9ooo tiles, and conſuming 20 cart-loads 
of coals. Three men are employed at 75s. each per weck. 
Iles, including a duty of 8 s. are ſold at the rate of 21, 139 
per thouſand. Bricks, including a duty of 28. 6d. at the 
rate of 178, 6d. per thouſand. 

A manufacture of owl of witriol, aquaſortis, and 7 of ſal:, 
is carried on here f. For many years it was confincd alinoit 

| | foley 

It is near 100 years ſince the manufature of brown ware 
commenced in this pariſh. Towards the end of the laſt cen. 
tury, a glaſs-houſe for bottles was erefted at Moriſon's Haven. 


The manufacture was carried on for ſoine years, but did not 
lucceed. 


+ It commenced anno Domini 1750, under the direction of 
Metlts 
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ſolely to the oil of vitriol; of late it has been extended to the 
other articles above mentioned, as well as to white aſhes and 
Glauber ſalts. Upwards of 50 men are employed about the 
works. Some of them are occupied during the day, and 
ſome of them during the night ; becauſe great part of the 
operations require conſtant attendance. They are bound 
under indentures for 21 years, -during which time they are 
paid weekly 6s. for ſtated wages, with a proportional allow. 
ance for extra work, in which they are frequently employed. 
Brimſtone and ſaltpetre are the raw materials uſed in the 
manufacture of oil of vitriol, The faltpetre is purchaſed 
chiefly at London at the Eaſt India Company's ſales. The 
brimſtone is imported from Leghorn. About 60 tons of 
coals are conſumed per week. Each bottle of oil of vitriol 
contains, at a medium, 140 Ib, Engliſh weight ; of aqua- 
ſortis, about 100 lb.; of ſpirit of ſalt about 100 lb. The 
prices of the articles vary according to the price of the 
materials. At preſent oil of vitriol is ſold at 33 d. per lb.; 
aquafortis at from 74 d. to 10 d. per lb.; ſpirit of ſalt at 6 d. 
per Ib. with 3 8. for each bottle and baſket; Glauber ſalts at 
128. per cwt.; white aſhes at 11. 8s, per cwt. None of 
the laſt mentioned article, however, is now made. The 
Company fell allo Manganeſe in powder, This article is 
made uſe of in the new method of bleaching. Oil of vitriol 
js reckoned beſt, when it is of the colour of pure water, Be- 
ſides the home ſale to bleachers and printers, theſe different 
articles are exported to various places in Europe. The pre- 
ſent firm of the Company is, The Preſion-pans Vitriol Com- 


pany. 
Fiſheries, 


Meſſrs Roesuck and Garntr; but has paſſed, ſince that time, 
into other hands, 


A 
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Fiſheries —The chief fiſhery is that of oyſters, There are 
at preſent 10 oyſter boats belonging to the pariſh. Each boat 
requires 5 men; but the profits are divided into 6 ſhares, 
one ſhare being applied for upholding the boat. There 
are not, however, above 23 regular fiſhermen; all the others 
work occaiicnally on land or ſea, as they find moſt for their 
advantage, A boat iteldom returns with more than 400 or 
500, often wich fewer “. The preſent price is 15 d. per 
kunCcred, A hundred, as fold by the fiſhers, contains 33 
warp, Equal to tx ſcere ard twelve. The retail hundred 
contains only 30 warp. Four oyſters make a warp. Three 
or four times in a ſeaſon, a boat fails with a cargo of them, 

.to 


About 20 years ago, the ſcalps were ſo productive that 
6coo oyſters and upwards were frequently dragged by one boat 
in a day. The price at that time was 6d. per hundred. Be- 
ſides the conſumption in the neighbourhood, they were export. 
ei io Newcalt'e, Hull, and London, A merchant at Leith, in 
the year 1772, contracted to ſhip oyſters on commiſſion for 
London. He purchalcd tor 10 different companies, and for 10 
years paid 25001. Sterling er annum for oyiters. The value 
of the home conſumption was eſtimated to be fill greater. For- 
ty boats were then employed, of which 16 betonged to Coc- 
kenzic in the pariſh of Tranent ; 16 to Prefton-pans, Cuttie, aud 
Weſt Pans; and 8 to Fiſherrow. The oyſters fer the London 
market were packed in barreiss Twelve veſſels were employed 
in the trade, from the middle of January to the middle of May. 
Each veſſel carried, at a medium, 320 barrels ; each barrel was 
luppcſed to contain 1200 flzeable oylters. A pattern was given 
to every boat, with injunctions to barrel none of a ſmaller ze; 
brit theſe injunctions were far from being ſtrictly obſerved. 


| Thirty cargoes have been ſhipped in a ſeaion. The oyſters 


were dropt in bays at the mouth of the Thames and Medway, 
and other grounds, to fatten until the fall, when they were 
dredged and ſent to market. This trade was given up in the 
Year 1786, owing to the ſcarcity and advanced prices of oylters, 
the price having riten from 4s. 6 d. to 98. and 88. per barrel, 
During ſome of the laſt years in which it was carried on, part 
of the cargoes were made up of oyiters from Newhaven. The 
Icalps were greatly exhauſted by this trade. 
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to the number of 30,000, ſometimes 40,000, to Newcaſile. 
It is an open boat *, manned with 6 men. It brings no car. 
go homewards ; being open there is nothing to defend goods 
trom damage. The preſent price at Newcaſile is 28. per 
hundred, Oyſters are carried to Glaſgow by land. Two 
carriers, with 4 one-horſe carts, come from Glaſgow to Edin- 
burgh with goods, and return loaded with oyſters, which 
they purchaſe at Preſton-pans and Cockenzie. The medium 
is about gooo in each cart. Oyſters are found on a ſtrong 
clay bottom, on rocks and ſtones. and ſometimes, though 
but thinly, in what is called by the fiſhers /ea tathe. Theſe 
laſt are of a very inferior quality, Thoſe caught neareſt to 
the town are uſually the largeſt and fatteſt ; hence the large 
ones obtained the name of Pandoors, i. e. oyſters caught at 
the doors of the pans. The ſea water, a little freſhened, is 
reckoned the moſt nouriſhing to oyſters. This may be one 
reaſon why thoſe caught near to the town and ſhore are 0 
large. Sand is prejudicial to them. The fiſhers dredge 
from 4 to 15 fathoms depth of water. When they drive the 
dredge, they begin the oyſter ſong, which they ſing till the 
dredge is hauled up. 'The large oyſters are picked out and 
kept; thoſe that are too ſmall for preſent uſe, are thrown 
back into the ſea, An oyſter is reckoned ſizeable, when its 
ſhell is an inch and a half in diameter. Buckies, clams, ſea- 
urchins, ſtar-fiſh, and corſe-fiſh, are found in the oyſter beds, 
The two laſt mentioned, eſpecially the corſe-fiſh, prey on 
oyſters, and likewiſe on muſcles. The ſcalps reach from the 
ſhore about 6 miles into the Frith, and extend both to the 
eaſt and weſt of the boundaries of this pariſh. In May the 
oyſters caſt their ſpat or ſpawn, They are ſickly in June and 


July; 


This voyage was once performed in 23 hours. The don 
failed from Port Seton harbour at 3 o'clock in the morning, and 
arrived at Newcaltle at 4 in the afternoon of the ſame day. 
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July; but recover in Auguſt. For this reaſon, the proper 
ſeaſon for dredging commences on the iſt of September, and 
ends on the lat of April. The common obſcrvation is, that 
the oyſter ſcaton laſts during all the months in which the 
letter R occurs. But the fiſhers have not contined them- 
ſelves ſtrictly to theſe months; and this is another cauſe of 
the ſcarcity *. That the ſcalps may recover, it would be 
proper to dredge very ſparingly for a ycar or two, to take no 
oyſters but ſuch as are ſizeable, and at no time to dredge in 
the months of May, June, July, and Auguſt. The young 
fry are ſaid to acquire ſhells in 24 hours; but do not become 
ſaleable in leſs than 2 or 3 years. Oyſter ſhells make an 
excellent lime, remarkable for its whiteneſs. They are uſed 
likewiſe as a medicine —Befides oyſters, many other kinds 
of fiih + are caught in their ſeaſon; cod, ſkate, flounders, 
whitings, mackerel, lobſters, and crabs. 


Beats, —The oyſter boats are of different dimenſions. 
Some of the largeſt meaſure about 22 feet in keel, 26 aloft 
from 


* Some of the aged inhabitants report, that, about 60 or 70 
years ago, oyſters were in little eſtimation. In a judicial de- 
claration, emitted A. D. 1776, by a refidenter here, then 67 
years old, he deponed, that he remembered when there were 
not above 3 or 4 boats employed: That they ſeldom caught 
above 6co in a day; and that there was little or no demand, or 
ſale for them, at that period. 


+ Haddocks formerly were plentiful, but of late years they 
have not appeared. Two years ago herrings were caught in 
great numbers near the town, in the month of Auguſt. In 
the pariſh records it is narrated, that in the ſame month, A. D. 
1695, the herrings approached ſo near to the ſhore, that the in- 
babitants went out with fieves and riddles to catch them. It is 
impoſſible to ſpecify the prices of the laſt mentioned kinds of 
fiſh, as they depend on the quantity caught, and, of conſe- 
quence, vary every day. It is certain, however, that the prices 
are more than tripled within theſe 20 years, : 
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from ſtem to ſtern, 7 in extreme breadth, and 2 feet g or 10 
inches in depth. The prime coſt of one of theſe, fully fur. 
niſhed, is 151. or 161, The boat employed in the New. 
caltle trade meaſures 33 feet in keel, 38 aloft from ſtem, to 
ſtern, 12 feet 9 inches in breadih, and 4 feet 8 inches in 
depth. 


Harbour.— The only harbour in the pariſh is Mor1sox's 
HAvEN, fo called from a family of the name of Moriſon, 
who were formerly proprietors of the eſtate of Preſtongrange, 
About 80 or go years ago, it was called Newhaven, and often 
AcnxtsoN's Haven, from an ancient family, the progenitors 
of the preſent Lord Viſcount GosForD in Ireland *. It is ſi 
tuated a little to the weſt of the town. It has about 10 feet of 
water at ſtream tides, but might be deepened fo as to draw 
12, It is reckoned one of the ſafeſt harbours in the Frith, 


Trade +.—The exports at preſent are only fiſh, and the 
different articles of manufacture which have been already 
men- 


* GosForD, which was a principal ſeat of this antient family, lies 
5 miles eaſt of this, in the pariſh of Aberlady. Their Scotch title 
was Glencairney, Mr Autxaxner AiTcnisox of Edinburgh, 
now claims being the lineal repreſentative of this family in Scot- 
land, 


+ Before the Union, a conſiderable foreign trade was carried 
on here, eſpecially in Dutch and French goods. Beſides th: 
home market, theſe goods, together with ſalt and tobacco, were 
carried to the north of England, and many of them were ſmug: 
2 into that kingdom with great profit to the adventurers 

rom England they brought wool, and exported it to France. 
They exported likewiſe malt, ſalt, and coals, In conſequence 
of the duties that were impoſed after the Union, the trade, el 
pecially with England, was much leſs advantageous. It was, 
notwithſtanding, ſtill carried on to a conſiderable extent. In 
the year 1719, 41 cargoes were delivered at the port of Prel: 
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mentioned. The imports are the ingredients uſed in the vi- 
triol work and potteries; ſometimes Engliſh barley for the 
uſe of the diſtilleries in the neighbourhood. More wheat, 
barley, oats, potatoes, and hay, are ſuppoſed to be conſumed 
than are raiſed in the pariſh : Leſs peaſe and beans. Con- 
ſiderable quantities of cabbage plants are raiſed, The ſeaſon 
of ſowing them is Lammas, Beſides the ſale in the neigh- 
bour hood, 150,000 at a medium are ſent annually to Glaſ- 
gow, and about 70, ooo to Falkirk and Carron. The ſeverer 
the winter, the demand for them is the greater. The price 
is from 3s. to 68. 8 d. per 1000. The principal market for 
garden productions is Edinburgh, 


Cuflom- Houſe. —A. cuſtom-houſe is eſtabliſhed here, the ju- 
riſdiction of which extends from the Figgat Bowrn on the 
weſt, to the mouth of the Tyne on the eaſt. The port is 
Moriſon's Haven: The creeks, the Figgat Bourn, Muſſel- 
burgh, Port- Seton, Aberlady, and North Berwick. There 

Vol.. XVII. K are 


ton-pans, 19 of which were imported in ſhips belonging to the 
town. Of theſe cargoes 21 were wholly from Norway, 6 from 
Sweden, 1 from Dantzic, 2 from Dantzic and Norway, 2 from 
Bremen, 5 from Rotterdam, 2 from Havre de Grace and St. 
Martin, 1 from Oporto, and 1 from Marytand in North Ameri- 
ca. This laſt cargo conſiſted of 102 hogſheads of tobacco, 5g 
of which were delivered at Preſlon- pans, and the remainder was 
carried to Leith. Some years aſter this period, ſeveral of the 
veſſels belonging to this port were loſt at ſea. This, together 
with the check it received at the Union, gave the trade a blow 
from which it never recovered. No perſon of enterpriſe or ca- 
pacity, or poſſeſſed of a ſufficient Rock, made any perſevering 
efforts to re-eſtabliſh it. Purchaſers not finding ſuch an aſſort- 
ment of goods as formerly, had recourſe to other ports; and a- 
bout the year 1743, it entirely ceaſed. The harbour moſtly 
uſed by the traders was Port-Seton, about a mile to the eaſt, in 
the pariſh of Tranent. Before the Union, and for ſome years 
after it, the Dutch trade centered chicfly in Preſton-pans and 
Queensferry. we * @ . | * . 8 | | 


74 Statiſtical Account 


are 31 ſalt- pans in the collection, viz. 11 at Cockenzie, 4 at 
Preſton- pans, 2 at Cuttle, 4 at Weſt Pans, 4 to the weſt of 
Fiſherrow at Pinkie Pans, and 6 at Duddingſton Pans. 


Markets, Mills, c. — There is a butcher market in the 
pariſh every Wedneſday and Saturday, which is ſupplied by 
butchers from Tranent and Muſſelburgh, no perſon of that 
occupation reſiding in the pariſh. Though nine tenths of 
the lands are rented, there is not one family who depend for 
their livel hood ſolely on farming. There are only 5 brewers 
in the pariſh *, There are two mills, one of which, at the 
welt end of Cuttle, is turned by the water of a coal-level; 
the other, at Moriſon's Haven, is turned by the fea water, 
collefted at the flow of the tide, They are employed in 
grinding flint for the uſe of the potteries. 


Stage and Tolls. — A ſtage coach goes to Edinburgh and re- 
turns every day in the week, except Sunday, Ir departs at 
9 o'clock in the morning, and arrives at Edinburgh about 11. 
It leaves Edinburgh at 4 in the afternoon, and arrives at Prel- 
ron-pans about 6. It carries 6 inſide paſſengers ; the fare is 
1s. 8 d. for each. There are 2 toll-bars, Ravenſhaugh toll 
on the poſt road, and Wallyford toll, on a croſs road lead- 
ing to Dalkeith, Theſe tolls, of which the laſt mentioned 
draws a mere trifle, were let at the following yearly rents : 

Anno 1758 at L.197 Anno 1791 at L. 401 


1799 39 1792 417 


Hlecritors, c. — There are 20 heritors, the principal of 
whom are the Counteſs of Hyndford, proprietreſs of the 
lands of Preſtongrange and Dolphinſton ; Mr Finlay of 
Drummore, Mr Syme of Northfield, Mrs Ramſay of Burn- 
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much greater extent than it is now, In the year 1754 there 
yere 36 brewers, Ears 
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ripg, the truſtees of Schaw's hoſpital, and the truſtees of 
Watſon's hoſpital. The principal ſeats are Preſtongrange, 
Drummore, and Northfield. Preſton Houſe “ is occupied by 
the boys on Schaw's inſtitution. 


Church and School. — The great body of the people adhere 
to the eſtabliſhed church. About a twentieth part of the 
whole number are ſeceders, of whom nearly two-thirds are 
of the Burgher perſuaſion. There are 10 or 12 Epiſcopa- 
lians. The preſent church was built A. D. 1774. It is neatly 
fitted up, and may accommodate about goo hearers. The 
patronage belongs to the Counteſs of Hyndford, The manſe 
was built A D. 1782: The ſchoolmaſter's houſe, which con- 
tains the ſchool room in part of the ground floor, A. D. 1790. 
The fees at the pariſh ſchool are, for Engliſh, 28. per quar- 
ter; for Engliſh and writing, 28. 6 d.; for writing and arith- 
metic, 2s. 6 d.; for Englith, writing, and arithmetic, 48.; 
for Latin, 4s. The number of ſcholars is from 60 to 70. 
ow the ſame number may attend three private teachers, 

Poor. The number of poor on the ſtated penſion lift 
amounts to 42. Their penſions are ſettled by the kirk-ſeſſion, 
and are increaſed or diminiſhed as their circumſtances re- 
quire, No penſioner with a family receives at preſent more 
than 28. per week, and no individual more than 18. 4d. 
The funds ariſe from the collections at the church door; 
the intereſt of 2501, Sterling of ſunk money t; the rent 

of 

* PagsTon Towts, formerly the reſidence of the Ham. 


roxs of Preſton, ſaid to have been built about the year i500, 


8 ruinous. At Dolphinſton there are alſo the ruins of a family 
eat, 


f The ſum of 2501 above mentioned; was left by different 
perſons to the poor, One hundred of it was bequeathed by the 
late Angew Macpowar of Bax Kron, one of the Senators of 
the College of Juſtice, who bequeathed a like ſum to the poor 


of 


\ 
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of a houſe and garden at Preſton *; and perquiſites for mort. 
cloths. From theſe funds, a ſum of nearly 30 l. per annun 
is appfopriated for the ſtated poor. The reſidue is left in 
the hands of the kirk- ſeſſion, to be diſtributed, as an interim 
fupply, to thoſe who are ſuddenly reduced to want by miſ- 
fortune or diſeaſe. Out of it, likewiſe, are paid ſmall falaries 
to the ſeſſion-clerk, precentor, and beadle ; ſchool wages for Wl 8'” 
the education of a few. poor ſcholars; ſums occaſionally for int. 
clothes to the poor; and the funeral expences of the pen. ed, 
ſioned poor. In addition to the 30 l. above mentioned, the the 
heritors and feuers are aſſeſſed to the amount of what more rat 
is neceſſary for the maintenance of the ſtated poor. The he. pre 
ritors are aſſeſſed in proportion to their valued rents; the on 
feuers in proportion to the value of their ſubjects. The pro- me 
portion paid by the latter is to that paid by the former, as 1 ab 
to 6; correſponding to the ſuppoſed value of their different th 
properties. Houſes belonging to heritors, for which they Jed 
draw rent, (their family ſeats excepted, ) are aſſeſſed after the pe 
| ſame Tin 


of every pariſh in which he had property. In the bequeſt, 1 ab 
right of preſenting the poor perſon, or perſons, to whom the 
intereſt of it is to be given, is reſerved to the heir of entail. J 


A. D 1753, the heritors, and ſome of the fevers, applied p 
to Parliament, and obtained an act for impoling a duty of two 
pennies Scotch on each Scotch pint of ale brewed, brought in- 
to, and verided in the pariſh; the money ariſing from which was 


to be applied for repayment of a ſum to be advanced for pur- ſt 
chaſing a charity work houſe, for conveying ſoft water to the * 
town of Preſton- pans, and for repairing Moriſon's Haven. For 


the firſt mentioned purpoſe a houſe was purchaſed at Preſton, 
with a ſmall garden; but, after a trial of a few years, the ſcheme 
not anſwering, it was given up. Beſides the utter averſion which 
many in actual want had againſt entering into the houſe, the 
expence was fouud to be greater than when the penſioners had 
a ſtated allowance given to them, and were permitted to ſpend 
it after their own way. Since that time, the rent of the houſe 
and garden bave made a part of the poor's fund, 
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ſame manner as thoſe of the feuers, and are included with 
them in the payment of the ſixth part of the aſſeſſment. The 
aſſeſſing of theſe ſubjects by the real rents was conſidered as 
ineligible for many reaſons. When a proprietor occupies his 
own houſe, it is difficult to aſcertain what the rent ought to 
be. Tenants and landlords may not always be diſpoſed to 
give the neceſſary information, eſpecially when they have an 
intereſt in with-holding it. Even where the rent is aſcertain- 
ed, there muſt be a difference in aſſeſſing old and new houſes, 
though the rents be equal, on account of the neceſſary repa- 
rations which the former require, This it is not eaſy to ap- 
preciate, Ten per cent. may be an equitable deduction for 
one houſe, but not for another. For theſe reaſons, the other 
mode of aſſeſſing, by the value of the ſubjefls, was adopted 
about 8 years ago, and the proportion, with concurrence of 
the heritors, ſettled as it now ſtands. The value of the ſub- 
ject, or ſubjects, belonging to each individual, is eſtimated by 
perſons of {kill and of character; and the aſſeſſment is levied 
in proportion. The medium of the whole diſburſements to 
the account of the poor, for the 5 years preceding 1793, is 
about 137 1. Sterling per annum. The ſum paid as the week- 
ly maintenance of the ſtated poor, for the preſent year (1792), 
is 21. 18. 6 d.; which is leſs than it has been for many years 
paſt . 


Friendly Societies. Some private Friendly Societies are in- 
ſtituted here. By contributing a ſmall ſum of money week- 
ly, when in health, a ſubſcriber, when ſick, receives a com- 

| fortable 


* During the years 1782 and 1783, owing to the ſcarcity 
which then diſtreſſed the country, the number of the poor, and 
the ſum neceſſary for their ſupport, was greatly increaſed. The 
rate for ſtated penſioners, in 1783, amounted to 31. 10 8. per 
week, beſides what was given to the occaſional poor. The num. 
ber of poor continued to be greater than uſual for ſeveral years 
afterwards. 
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event of his death, or that of any of his family, a ſum of 
are liable, which ought to be guarded againſt, viz. permitting 


_ cious, to feign indiſpoſitions difficult to be detected, and, of 
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money is given, to help in defraying the expence of the fu- 
neral. There is an abuſe to which inſtitutions of this ſort 


ſubſcribers to become members of more ſocieties than one, 
which may furniſh a temptation to the indolent and avari. 


conſequence, occaſion a miſapplication of the fund. 


* Charitable Foundation, —JaMEs SCHaw, proprietor of the 
eſtate of Preſton, bequeathed the lands and barony of Pref. 
ton, with the reſidue of ſome other funds, for maintaining 
and educating boys, whoſe parents are in poor circumſtances, Wl the" 
He died A. D. 1784. The houſe of Preſton was, according bers 
to the terms of the deed, fitted up for the reception of the ar 
boys; and the eſtabliſhment commenced in February 1789. Ml ber, 
There is a maſter, houſe-keeper, and two maid ſervants, At He 
firſt 15 boys were admitted. The number was afterwards lf a 
increaſed to 24. Two have died. They are taught Engliſh, and 
writing, and arithmetic ; and, as they grow up, ſome manual Wl Th 
employment, viz. to knit ſtockings; to mend their clothes 
and ſhoes, &c. Four names have a preference, in the fol- 


lowing order: Schaw, Macneil, Cuningham, and Stewart. The 
age of admiſſion is from 4 to 7. They may remain in the un 
houſe till they are 14. 'They muſt be free from the King's the 
evil, and from all contagious diſtempers. The truſtees are 


empowered to bind them as apprentices, or otherwiſe to ſet 
them out to bufineſs, as they ſhall judge beſt. 


Chapmen *,—On the 2d Thurſday of July, tha travelling 
chapmen 


. This word is uſed, in the Scotch ſenſe of it, for an itine- 
rant ſeller of wares. 


1 
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chapmen of the three Lothians meet annually at Preſton- 
pans *, and elect ſome of their number, for the purpoſe of 
holding courts to enforce the obſervance of bye-laws, to which 
they are bound at their entrance into the ſociety. I hey elect, 
on this occaſion, a provoſt or preſes, a depute, a clerk, a 
treaſurer, 6 bailies, and ſeveral counſellors, There is one 
bailie for Preſton-pans and Cockenzie; one for Haddington 
and North Berwick ; one for Dunbar and Oldhamſtocks ; 
one for Muflclburgh and Dalkeith; one for Queensferry and 
Borrowſtounneis; and one for Linlithgow and Bathgate. Af- 
ter the election they march in a body, preceded by mulic, to 
the croſs at Preſton, there drink a tew bottles of wine, and 
then return. In the towns where their booths are erected at 
lars, the bailie for that town gets a pawn from each chap- 
man, who is bound to attend a inceting of the whole num- 
ber, at an appointed hour in the evening, or next morning. 
Here the behaviour of each during the fair is inquired into. 
If any of the bye- laws have been tranſ greſſed, a fine is exacted 
and paid. If the offence has been groſs, they are expelled, 
The fines are depoſited in the hands of the treaſurer, and are 


- applied 


The place of meeting, formerly, was in an open field ad- 
joining to Preſton, on the ſecond 'Vhurſday ot October, at which 
time a fair was held there, called N Faix . About 
the year 1732, this fair was transferred to Preſton-pans, where 
it was held for about 20 years, and was then given up. No in- 
tormation has been obtained, that can be depended on, as to the 
time when this ſociety was firſt inſtituted, nor how they came 
to hold their annual meeting at Preſton. The members re- . 
iding in Eaſt Lothian were always the moſt numerous, which 
might be a reaſon for holding the meeting in this county; and 
Preſton, being ſituated at its weſtern extremity, is the town 
neareſt to the other two Lothians. In the year 1636, they ac- 
quired a right to the Croſs there, which they {till preſerve. So 
much is Preſton now decayed, that this croſs ſtands in a field. 
The number of pack-horſe chapmen is much fewer than it once 
was, and they are ſtill on the decline. About 50 years ago, 
there were 15 in Eaſt Lothian, all of whom had a good trade. 
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ces. The action began early in the morning of the 21ſt af 


veral men of eminence, viz, the Honourable James ExSEINI 
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applied to relieve the widows or families of thoſe members 
of the ſociety who need ſupply, and ſometimes thoſe who 
have been unſucceſsful in buſineſs. They cannot proceed to 


an election unleſs ſome married members be preſent; but the 


preſes is uſually choſen from among the unmarried ; it being 


ſuppoſed, that thoſe of this deſcription will more readily at- 


tend the fairs, When a new member is admitted, he pays 
ſome entry-money, which is added to the common ſtock: 
The ſon of a member pays leſs than a ſtranger, At preſent, 
the number in Eaſt Lothian who keep pack horſes does not 
exceed 6. Perfons living in the country are now more in 
the practice of purchaſing articles of merchandiſe in towns, 
where the aſſortments are better, and to which the acceſs is 
by good roads, rendered more eaſy than it formerly wa, 
The whole members of this ſociety at preſent are about 24 
in number. 


| Battle Pręſton.— On the eaſt of the incloſures of Preſtor 
was fought the battle of Preſton, A. D, 1745, in which the 
army of the Rebels obtained the victory over the King's for- 


September, O. S. The Highlanders, in their accounts, uſu- 
ally gave it the name of the Battle of Glad/muir ; though 
Gladſmuir is at leaſt 3 miles diſtant from the ſcene of action. 
There was, it ſeems, a tradition among them, that a battle 
was to be fought on the Moor of the Gledes, which, in the 
iflue, would inſure to the rightful Sovereign the peaceablc 
poſſeſſion of his throne, They made the application that 
was moſt favourable to their views, 


| Eminent Men.—This pariſh has been the reſidence of ſe- 


el Grange, brother of the EaRL of Max, and Lord Juſt 
| e ee 


of Prehn. pa 0 81 


ers Clerk for the 3 laſt years of Queen Anne. He reſigned his 
ho ſeat on the bench in the year 1734, that he might go into 
to Parliament to oppoſe Six RoBtrT WaLPOoLE. He was 
the proprietor of the lands now belonging to Schaw's Hoſpital 
ing and Watſon's Hoſpital. HEew DALRTMPLER, LoRD DRU Me 
at- MORE, was a diſtinguiſhed and popular Judge, WILLIAM 
ays GranT of Preſtongrange was Lord Advocate in 1746, and 


ck: carried on the proſecutions, againſt the unfortunate perſons 
nt, who had been engaged in the rebellion, with ſuch fidelity to 
not the Crown, and, at the ſame time, with ſo much feeling and 
> in lenity for the accuſed, as gained him univerſal approbation. 
ns, He was afterwards appointed one of the Senators of the Col- 
1s, lege of Juſtice, and one of the Lords Commiſſioners of Juſ- 
vas. ticiary, Some gentlemen, of the firſt merit in their ſeveral 
E lines of lite, were educated at the ſchool here, viz. the late 


Colonel CAMPBELL DALRYTMPLE, youngeſt fon of Lord 
Drummore, who was Governour oi Guidaloupe after it was 


ſton taken in the war of 1756; Six RoBERT MuRkay Kernan, 
the and his brother 81K BASIL KEITH ; the laſt of whom, after 
for- an honourable life in the navy, died Governour of Jamaica. 
t of The firſt ſill ſurvives, an honour to the corps diplomatique, 
uſu- as a member of which he has done eminent ſervices to his 
ug King and country. 

ion. , | 

attle Minerals. There is plenty of coal, particularly in the eſtate 
the of Preſton- grange; but none is wrought at pretent, nor has 
able been for more than 3o years. The pariſh is ſupplied with 
that WF this article from the pits in the pariſhes of Tranent and In- 


vereſk. Whin-ſtone rock is alſo found here. There do not 
appear to be any free ſtone quarries worth the working. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages — Among the advantages are 
to be reckoned the fiſhery, and vicinity of coal. Among the 
lerk Vol. XVII L difadvantages, 
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diſadvantages, the ſcarcity of ſoft water. The convenience 
for ſea bathing is alſo a cohſiderable advantage, as it renders 
the town much reſorted to in ſummer. The acceſs to the 
ſea is immediate, At high tide it lows cloſe to the town, 
and even at low tide does not recede to a great diſtance, 


Populaticn, From accurate liſts taken this year (1792) 
compared with the return to Dr Webſter in 1755, the popu- 
lation of this pariſh appears to have increaſed above one, fifth 
within theſe 40 years. The preſent number of ſouls is 2028 
The number in 1755 was - - - 1596 


Ws Increaſe 432 

According to the pariſh regiſter, which appears to be very 

exaQt, the number of perſons of both ſexes, born in the pa- 
riſh for æ century paſt, is as follows: 


TABLE or BIRTHS. 


Males. Females. Total, 
From 1691 to 1700 incluſive 413-946-827 
— 1701 1710 463 444 907 
— 1711 1720 438 429 867 
— Fj: 1730 449 377 826 
— 1731 1740 328 326 654 
— 4 1750 R 
— 175¹1t 1760 253 229 482 
— 1761 1770 308 278 586 
— 177 17 „ 
— 1781 1790 350 331 681 
E 3544 3393 6937 
In the year 1791 32 37 69 
— 1792 34 27 61 
3610 3457 7067 
FO Of 


Pe 


Fre 
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Of the laſt 10 years in the table, the greateſt number of 
births in one year, viz. 1789, was 82 
The leaſt number in one year, viz. 1790 57 


— 


» 


The medium of — — w 139 is 6g: 
Annual average of the laſt 10 years in the table 681 is 68.7, 
Twins born within the laſt 10 years * a 20 | 


STATISTICAL 'TaBLE OF THE PAR1SH OF PRESTON-PANS, FOR 
17299 
TTouſes. Fam. Mal. Fem. Tor. 
There are, in the town of 
Preiton-pans, - - 198 384 687 805 1492 
In Se - 52 89 126 165 291 
In Preſton, including North- X 
field and Schaw's Hoſpiral 16 23 G65 49 114 
In Dolphinſton and Dolphin- | 
ſton Mains - - FFF 60 
In Preſtongrange, Prummore, 
and the reſt of the pariſh 11 11 26 45 71 


—— 


a 


Total 290 520 936 1092 2028 
Perſons born out of the pariſh - 301 453 754 
— in England 3 14 
— in Ireland — - I 3 
AGES. 
Malen. Females. 
Under 10 years of age .._ 30% avg 
From 10 to 20 6 a 188 160 
Carried forward 492 449 
Makes. 


* Ten females were born at 5 births, 8 males at 4, and one 
male and one female at one. 
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| Males, Females, 
Brought over 492 449 
From 20 to 60 - - - 357 527 
— 0-70 = - - 63 82 
JO — 80 5 — 21 29 
8 > OT 5 
936 1092 
Total 2028 
HERTrORVS. 
Proprietors of land reſiding - - 8 
Ditto non-reſiding — — - - 12 
Proprietors of houſes reſiding <« - - 66 
Ditto non- reſiding - - - 5 18 
PRorkss los. 
Clergyman = A 1 
Schoolmaſter - - - . 2 1 
Private teachers — - 4 5 3 
Surgeon — - - 2 I 
Officers of the cuſtoms — - - 19 
Ditto of the exciſe - - - - 2 
Farmers above 50 l. per annum — - 11 
Ditto under 50 l. - >: IS - 18 
Brewers — — — - ”" 7g 5 
Employed at a diſtillery in a neighbouring pariſh 9 
Licenſed to ſell Britiſh ſpirits and ale + - 32 
Salters and falt agents < - 3 14 
Shopkeepers — - 7 - 23 
Gardners - - — - = 18 
Barbers « — «> * ie 
1 4 Maſters. 


Three of theſe do not reſide in the p- iſh. 


1 Two of theſe are licenſed to ſell foreign ſpirits, 


of Preſlon-pans. 
- Maflers. Fourneymen. Apprent, Total. 


Smiths = - 9 o 2 11 
Maſons - - 5 9 2 16 
Carpenters - 7 8 7 22 
Weavers - s 6 © I 13 
Shoemakers - I4 ny I 19 
Taylors — - 8 3 2 13 
Watchmakers - I © 2 3 
Ropemakers - I 1 2 4 
Candlemaker - — — — 53 1 
Bakers - - - — - Io 
Coopers - . 2 
Slaters - - 2 « - EY 
Midwives - - * - - * 
Waſher-women . - - - 8 
Carriers - - 8 . 0 4 
Males. Females. Total. 

Domeſtic ſervants — 9 73 82 
Farm ſervants * 1 * 29 
Day-labourers - - - — = 19 
Coal- drivers - - = - - 3: 
Seamen - - * 7 * 20 
Regular fiſhermen = - - - 23 


Perſons employed in the potteries, and their families 252 
3 — vitriol works, with ditto 188 
WEED regular fiſhery, with ditto 94 
3 — falt-pans, with ditto - 47 
— —.— brick and tile works, wit h ditto 33 


Perſons 


* Some of the land is rented by perſons who do not reſide 


in the pariſh. Their ſervants are not taken into account. Some 
of it is parcelled into lots of a few acres among different te- 


nants, who labour it themſelves, 
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' Perſons ſerving in the navy, in the laſt and former wars 28 
Ditto in the army * =» - - 11 


Laxps, RExrs, &c. 
Number of acres in Scotch meaſure, about 954 


Valued rent in Scotch money = — L. 5264 

Real ditto in Sterling +, about - = L. 2480 

Number of wheel carriages - - = 6 

— carts - - - — 54 

< - ploughs - — — — 23 
Srock. 


* 


Value of each. Total value. 


Number of draught horſes, 88 L. 12 12 O L. 1108 16 6 
—— {addle and carriage 


ditto, - 1-90 0. 0 360 © 0 
— — black cattle t, 58 83 8 8 464 © 0 
cos, 65 55 455 © 0 
— {heep, - 60 „ 60 © o 
L. 2447 16 o 
ANN. UAL 
* Seven of theſe are Chelſea penſioners. £ 


+ This includes 2101. for orchards and gardens. 


t The above is the medium price of the cattle when bought. 
They are fed chiefly on turnips, and ſold at about 31, profit. 
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ANNUAL PRODUCE. 


W 


Crops. 


Wheat 
Barley 


Peaſe 

Beans and peaſe 
Tares 

Potatoes 
Furnips 

abbages 


Paſture ditto 


| Orchards 


Gardenground >, 
Cabbage plants 
Plantations & 
Shrubberies 
Fallow 

Open Links 


( 
— 
Beans 


Sown graſs ; 


1 


— — 


n PX A— „* 


of the wheat, barley, &c. are the higheſt fiars. 


k. 
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ht, 


Number of | Med. — alu of Kran Lot. value per 
acres under duce p. aero Price per Boll. | per acre. acre. Total produce | Total value. 
each, | in bolls | L. s. d. I. „ d. I. s. d.| in dolle E 
183-75] 1 2 3] 1 % 4 94] 16533 [2065 9 3 
103 75. 7 t © 114] 1 0 8 6 10% 926.1 86111 17. 
127.25 os 10 Iv Gl] 2:*8' 8 | 7 4 01010. 916 4 © 
725 9 7 65.1 7 
42.75 6 ois [ii ol 6 9 o| 2562 27 14 9 
66.25 8 | 015 8] 110 o| 7 15 4 530. 514 10 10 | 
2 75 G'S I7 14 9 
32.50 30 o 6 © 9 0 0 975» 292 10 © | 
30.50 4 10 O ö 
12.59 ſongs, | per ſtone. | 4 10 © | Rlones, 56 [is © 
66 | 230 o © 6 5 15 15180 379 10 © 
186.75 | 92:0 nn 6.6 
862 Total value of the annual produce of 862 acres L. 5971 5 6 
46 * The value of the annual produce of orchards, gar - - 
dens, &c. has not been aſcertained, | 
1 N. B. Six Shillings are ſtated as the medium price of | 
20 potatoes per boll. The price this year (1792) was 88.3 
IO but the crop {ell far ſhort of 30 bolls per acre. The prices 
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ACCOUNT of SALT delivered in PRESTON=PANS COLLECTION, from the 5th of April 1787 


excluſive, to the 5th of April 1792 inclufive. 


— — 4 8 


-—_ 
— 


* . 28 


* 


þ 


From ditto 
From ditto 
From ditto 


From ditto 


* 1 2 
alt 3 Salt delivered liab'e to duty. = 
d duty freeſdalt export — — 5 
tut the fiſh · ed, duty Vo be ſent For | Total 
27 drawn back coalt ways. retail, delivered, A 
} 5utbels,  Buſhels Buſhels. Buſhels. Gallons, | Buſhels, Gal. 
2 6492 16,87 60,477 (9) 83,839 0 
1788 to ditto 1789 305 17,1 36,028 5 | 76,238 5 
1789 to ditto ———— 1790 478 16,047] 61,752 3 | 82,579 3 
1790 to ditto —— 1791 323 16,870] 60,235 6 | 82,335 6 
1791 to ditto 1792 | 348 3200*| 22,294 61,389 7 92,361 fl 
Total for five years | 25,032] 3200 | 89,241] 299,881 5 [417,354 5| 
* This was ſhipped in one veſſel for Stockholm, | 


From the 5th of April 1787 to the 5th of April 1788 


8 * 


— — 
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NUMBER VII. 


PARISH OF CAVERS. 


(CoonTY os RoxBuRGn,—PRESBYTERY OF JED» 
BURGH.—SYNOD OF MERSE AND TiVioTDALE). 


By the Rev. Mr Tromas ELLIor, Minifter. 


Form, Extent, and Appearance. 
HE pariſh of Cavers is irregular in its form, and of 
confiderable extent, being upwards of 20 miles long 
from W. to E. and from 7 to 2 broad, The appearance of 
the weſtern part of the pariſh is hilly, and that of the eaſtern 
flat Some of the hills are of conſiderable height; from one 


of them, called the Vip, may be ſeen both the eaſt and weſt 
ſeas. 


Rivers, Soil, and Produce.—The ſoil in the lower part of 
the pariſh. from the church to the eaſtern boundary, at the 
confluence of the two rivers, Tiviet and Rule, is rich and fer- 
tile, and produces good crops of wheat, oats, barley, and 
peaſe. Clover, rye-graſs, and turnips, are alſo raiſed in con- 
liderable quantities. The land there lets from 15 s. to 30s. 


per acre. The foil of the upper parts is perfectly adapted 


to the purpoſe to which it is chiefly applied, viz. the breed- 


ing of ſheep. 
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Sheep and Wages —The number-of ſheep in the pariſh is 
about 12,0c0 ; they are of the long white-faced kind, which 
bear the ſhort clothing wool. The breed has been much 
meliorated of late, by means of rams got from the borders of 
the Cheviot hills, and the wool now ſells at from 148. to 17s, 
per ſtone, A common labourer will earn 14d. per day in 
ſummer, and 10d. in winter. A man-ſervant employed in 
farm work, gets from 61. to 71. per annum, with victuals; a 
maid- ſervant, from 31. 10s. to 41. 10s. A ſhepherd, on a 
farm where the maſter reſides, - inſtead of wages, is allowed 
to keep ſheep; and on a ed farm, is allowed three ſcore 
and ten, and a milk cow, which may be valued at 181. 


Proprietors, Rent, Sc. There are 11 heritors in the pariſh, 
and, except the Duke of Buccleugh, all the principal ones re- 
fide in it. The valued rent is 18,9211. 16s. 8 d. Scotch, 
The real rent is about 47001. Sterling. 


Population. — The number of births, deaths, and marriages, 
cannot be preciſely aſcertained, as few of the Seceders enter 


their childrens naines in the pariſh regiſter. From Dr Web- 
ſter's report, however, it is certain, that the population of the 
pariſh has increaſed conſiderably within theſe 40 years. The 
number of inhabitants at preſent (1794) is about 1300 
The number of ſouls, in 175 5, was - — 993 


—— — 


| Increaſe 397 


Church and Por, —GeroRGr DovcrLas, Eſq; of Cavers 
is patron of the pariſh, The living conſiſts of 83 l. 6s. 8 d. 
Sterl in money, and 2 and a half chalders of grain, half meal, 
half barley ; together with a manſe and garden, and a glebe of 
11 Engliſh acres. Beſides the pariſh church, there is a cha- 


ple of caſe erected, for the convenience of the weſtern part 
: Tm. 
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of this pariſh, and that of Hawick The chaplain who performs 
the duty, is partly paid by the Duke of Buccleugh, and the mi- 
niſters of Cavers and Hawick, and partly from a ſubſcription 
by the people. The number of poor receiving weekly ſupport 


js about 40, for which the heritors affeſs themſelves, to the 


amount of 1401. yearly. The weekly collections are given 
by the kirk-ſcſſion to the poor not belonging to, the liſt of 


penſioners, —T here is, in the village of Denholm, a Camero- 


nian meeting-houſe, which is attended by ſeveral of the in- 
habitants and neighbourhood, who are between 2 and 3 miles 
diſtant from the kirk; few of them, however, join in com- 


munion with them. 


Eminent Men,—Lord Heathfield “, ſo juſtly famed for his 
military exertions, particularly his gallant defence of Gibral- 
| * 


* Georces AvcvsTvs ETLiorr, Lord HgArHTIETD, the gth 
ſon of Sir Gilbert Eliott, Bart. of Stobs, was born at the pater- 
nal eſtate in the year 1718. He ſhewed an early inclination for 
a military lite, and ſoon became an officer in the 23d regiment 
of foot, the Royal Welſh Fuſileers He left this regiment, and 
went into the corps of engineers at Woolwich, where he conti- 


nued till the year 1740, when he became adjutant in the 2d 


troop of horſe guards. He ſerved in Germany, and was woun- 
ded at the battles of Dittengen and Fontenoy. In March 1759, 
he was appointed to the 15th regiment of light dragoons ; and, 
in the Auguſt following, headed the ſecond line of horſe under 
the Marquis of Granby, at the battle of Minden. Being con- 
ſtituted a lientenant general, he was, in 1762, ordered from 
Germany, for the parpoſe of aſſiſting, as ſecond in command, 
at the memorable reduction of the Havannah. He was ap- 
pointed Commander in Chief in Ireland in 1994, but being diſ- 
guſted, on his arrival, he made a requeſt to be recalled, which 
was complied with; and, upon the death of Lord Cornwallis, 
he was made Governor of Gibraltar in his place, which fortreſs 
he bravely defended during the late ſiege, in the years 1979. 
1780, 1781, and 782 In 1783, he was granted a penſion of 
2000 |. per annum, and created a Knight of the Bath; and, in 
1787, was raiſed to the dignity of a peer of Great Britain. The 

| honours 
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tar, in the years 1979, 1780, and 1781, is ſprung from the 
family of Stobs, now repreſented by Sir William Eliott, Bart, 
one of the principal 18 of this pariſh. , 


Antiquities —The remains of the Roman or Saxon fortifi. 
cation, called Catrail, runs through this pariſh, from 8 W. 
to N. W. towards Selkirk and Galla Water. There are ſe. 
veral camps to be found in the upper part of this pariſh, 


Some of them appear to have been Roman camps, and others 
Saxon @, F 


NUM. 


honours which he had thus juſtly acquired, he did not long en- 
joy, for he died in the year 1790. 


At a place called Carlenrigg, a number of Roman urns 
were dug up about 5 years ago; but when theſe camps were 
formed, or the urns depoſited, the preſent incumbent has never 
been able to diſcover, At Priet-haugh, a great number of gold 
coins were found, ſuppoſed to have been depoſited by ſome of 
the attendants of Queen Marv, when ſhe viſited Bothwell at the 
Hermitage Caſtle. At a ſmall wood, near Carlenrigg Chapel, 
the famous Joun ARMSTRONG was taken aad lain. 
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PARISH OF POLWART H. 


(CounTyY or MrRrsE,—PRESBYTERY OF DUNSE, 
SYNOD oH MERSE AND T1vioTDALE). 


By the Rev. Mr RoBtrT HomE, Miniſter. 


Form, Situation, and Extent. 
HIS pariſh is of a triangular form, and terminates in 
a point in the caſt, where the four pariſhes of Pol- 
warth, Fogo, Edrom, and Langton, all meet, It is about 3 
miles long, and its utmoſt breadth about 2. 


Seil and Cultivation, The ſoil is various; the greateſt part 
clay, and ſome of that on a tilly bed, which is beſt adapted 
for graſs ; other parts ot it are gravelliſh, and ſome ſandy. 
On the north-welt there is a conſiderable extent of muir.— 
The whole of the pariſh is incloſed, excepting a ſmall farm, 
and the muir allotted by the proprietor to the ule of the 
village, for paſture and fuel, Above 150c acres are in 
old graſs, and ſubdivided into incloſures of from 10 to 30 
acres, all of them ſufficiently watered. Theſe are let annu- 
ally by public roup, and bring very high rents, for the ac- 
commodation of thoſe farmers, who breed more ſtock than 
they can maintain at home. | 


4 Produce, 


1 


Produce, Proprietor, and Rents. — The principal crops i 
the parith are oats and barley, a few peaſe, and ſoinetimes 
little wheat. Turnips have of late years become a 1nore ge. 
neral crop, and ſucceed well. L here is a conſiderable quan- 
tity ot old timber, of good ſize, beſides much young plant. 
ing, which are, in general, very thriving. Great attention 
has been paid by the Earl of Marcamonrt (ſole proprietor 
of the pariſh) to the dreſſing of the hedges; many ot then 
are allowed to be the fineſt in the country. The valued 
rent of the pariſh is 1024 l. Scotch. 
10001, Sterling. Graſs land lets at from 10s. to 30 8. pe 
acre ; arable land from 47s. to 208. 


Population, —The village of Polwarth is the moſt populous 
part of the pariſh. The population has, on the whole, in. 
creaſed within theſe 40 years, as will appear from the fol. 
lowing table : | 
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l he real rent is about 


PoruLATION TABLE oF THE PARISR or POL WARTH, 


T1 Shoemakers « 
Smith « - I Tanner » 
> Weavers - - 2 Carters - © 


Families. Souls, 


In the village - — 55 184 
In the country 17 104 
Total in 193 * 72 288 

Number of fouls in the whole p-riſh, as re- 
turned to Dr Webſter in 1755 - 251 
Increaſe 37 


PROFESSIONS IN THE VILLAGE. 


Wrights - * 3 Tailors - - 
Maſon — - 


far 
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Village, Climate, and Diſeaſes, —The village of Polwarth is 
ſituated on very wet, and even ſwampy ground, ſo that al- 
moſt in every houſe they have a hole dug to collect the un- 
der water, which requires to be often emptied in wet wea- 
ther; and yet the inhabitants are very healthy, being neither 
ſubject to rheumatic nor aguiſh complaints. The preſent 
incumbent, who has been miniſter of the pariſh 24 years, 
does not remember any epidemical diſtemper prevailing in 
the village “.— The houſes are very much ſcattered, not a- 
bove 2 or 3 at moſt being ſituated cloſe to each other. It is 
probably owing to this circumſtance, that epidemic diſtem- 
pers do not ſpread. —In the middle of the village there are 
two thorn trees, at about 6 yards diſtance from each other, 
around which, it was formerly the cuſtom, for every new 
married pair, with their company, to dance in a ring ; from 
hence the ſong of Po/warth on the Green. But this cuſtom 
has fallen much into diſuſe, there not having been above 2 


inſtances of it theſe 20 years. 


Manner of Living, - Almoſt every houſeholder, along 
with his houſe, rents a ſmall portion of land, called an acre, 
but which is often nearer wo. With the produce thereof, 
together with what they can ſpare from their gardens, and 
the uſe of a conſiderable extent of muir, which they enjoy 
by the indulgence of the proprietor, they are enabled to keep 
one cow each, and moſt of them what is called à follower. 
As the rents of their ſmall poſſeſſions are very moderate, 
they live comfortably, and ſeldom remove, moſt of the fa- 
milies having been in the village for ſeveral generations 

back; 


In autumn 1790, an epidemic fever and fore throat, which 
was very prevalent in Dunſe and in every village round about, 
m de ite appearance in two different houſes in Polwarth at the 
laue time, but ſpread no farther. 4. 
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oy, 


back; and, for every houſe that becomes empty, there ar: 
always ſeveral competitors. The 3 carters above mentione{ 
have a larger portion of land, and keep 2 horſes, with 
which they plough the people's acres; and bring home their 
turf, which is their principal fuel. 


Church .- On the front of the church there is the fol. 
lowing inſcription :—-Temp/um hoc Dei cultui in ecclefia de Pu. 
warth, a fundi dominis ej aſdem prius defignationis, dein cogns 


minis, aedificatum et dicatum ante annum ſalutis goo, rectoris. ple 
que beneficio ditatum Sed temporis curſu labefaftum, a Dm, 0 


JonanNE de SAN cTOCTIARO, de Herdmanſton. genere Dni. Pa. 
tricii de Polwarth de eodem, circa annum 1378, reparatum, tan. 
dem vero vetuftate ad ruinam vergens, ſumptibus utriuſque pr: 
fapiae haeredis, Dni, PaTrici Hume, Comitis de Marcn« 
Mod r, Sc. ſummi Scotiae Chancellarii, et Dnae. GrtssELLa 
Kan, Comitiſſae, ejus ſponſae, ſepulchri ſacello arcuato recen 
conſlructum, et campanarum obeliſſeo adauctum fuit. Anno D- 
mini 1703. The living conſiſts of 64 bolls of oats, 32 00 


barley, 241. 178. Sterling in money, with a manſe, and 
glebe of about 14 Engliſh acres. 


Porr, The number of poor upon the roll of the pariſh 
amounts to twelve, and they receive in all, according to 
their different ſituations, 261. 13s. 4d. which is raiſed by 
aſſeſſment, whereof one half is paid by the proprietor, 
the other half by the tenants. Beſides the inrolled poor, 
there are ſeveral who receive from the kirk · ſeſſion in- 


terim 


® Apan Hunz, as appears from his tomb. ſtone, was the firl 
miniſter after the Reformation The three laſt miniſters, 2 
well as the preient incumbent, were all Humes. 


T That is, Lord Jonx SixcLain, 
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terim ſupplies; and others, particularly the widows of ſuch 
as have been ſervants or day-labourers to the Earl of March- 
mont, are allowed, by his Lordſhip, ſome a ſtone, others 
half a ſtone of oat meal per week. which, with the pro- 
duce of their own labour, enables them to live comfort- 
ably. It may alſo be obſerved, that there are many old and 
infirm men, to whom his Lordſhip, (who has always been 
remarkable for his humanity and attention to the poor peo- 
ple in this pariſh, as well as upon other parts of his eſtates), 
gives work, or rather wages for what they are unable to per- 


form. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


98 Statiſtical Account 


UNITED PARISHES OF COLVEND 
AND SOUTHWICK. 


\ 
(CounTy or KI RRKcUD BRIGHT. SYNOD AND PRESBYTERY or 
DumrRIEs.) 


By the Rev. Mr Janes LiTTLE, Miniſter. 
——— — —— — 


Origin of the Names, 
HE name of the pariſh ot CoLvHN D appears to have been 
antiently CULWEN. In the 15th century, a Zohanne 
de Culaꝛuen, the anceſtor of the preſent family of Cur wen 


of Workington, in Cumberland, into which the name, when 


unconnected with the territory, hath been corrupted, married 
a daughter of the family of the Stuarts, Lords of Galloway; 
which is vouched by the principal contract of marriage, in 
the poſſeſſion of rhe Curwen family.—Sou TH wick appears 
to be a compound of the Engliſh word /outh, and the Saxon 
word wic, which fignifies, in that language, /e winding of a 
river. 


Situation, Extent, and Form. — This is one of what are called 
the ten pariſhes *, which lie within the ſtewartry of Kirkcud- 
bright, on the eaſt fide of the water of Urr, or Orr, but 
within the preſbytery, ſynod, and commiſſariot of Dumfries. 


The river Urr ſeparates it, on the W. from the pariſh of 
Buittle, 


The other 9 are Urr. Kirkpatrick Durham, 8 
New. Abbey, Kirkbean, Troquire, 1 Lochrutton, an 
Rirkpatrick "a | 


ID 
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Buittle, It extends, in length, from E. to W. along the 
coaſt of the Solway Frith, about 8 miles, and in breadth, 
from N. to S; about 4 miles, forming nearly a right angled 
parallelogram. The pariſh church ſtands 20 miles 8. W. from 
Dumfries, 16 miles E. from Kirkcudbright, and 9g leagues, by 
water, N. of the town of Whitehaven in Cumberland, 
Surface, Soil, Hills, &c.— The ſurface of this pariſh is ex- 
tremely rough and irregular. No extenſive tracts of arable 
land, or regular fields, are here to be met with; but only 
{mall ſpots and patches, and even theſe much broke and in- 
terrupted by rocks, large heaps or cairns of ſtones, and im- 
penetrable copſes of thorn, furze, and briers or bramble, 'The 
ſurface is generally uneven, all aſcending or deſcending, but 
the many riſing grounds and hills are not very high. For 
near 2 miles towards the E. end of the pariſh. along the coaſt, 
the country becomes more ſmooth and flat, and the fields 
more regular, and moſtly arable: But along the northern fron- 
tier, eſpecially towards the N. E. extremity of the pariſh, 
there are very mountainous grounds covered with heath, and 
running in a chain, into the ſkirts of the large and conſpicu- 
ous mountain Crotu fell *. In ſuch a country, it is next to 
impoſſible to aſcertain the preciſe quantity of arable ground, 
or even to conjecture what proportion it bears, to the many 
ſpots and large tracts of what may be pronounced incapable 
of cultivation, and utterly unimprovable, The ſoil is, for the 
moſt part, a light loam, warm and fertile, adapted for paſtu- 
rage rather than tillage. It would be much more productive, 
were it not for a pernicious mixture of coarſe ſand, or rather 
large particles of flint and crumbled granite ſtone, which too 
| 4 haſtily 


* Both in this, and the neighbouring counties of Cumberland | 


and Weſtmorland, many of the large traQs of high mountainous 
ground are called el. | 
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haſtily abſorbs the natural moiſture, and ſoon exhauſts the 
ſtrength of manure and improvement. Of late years, conſide- 
rable and pretty ſucceſsful efforts have been made, for clear. 
ing the ground of ſtones and bramble, extending the quan. 
tity of arable land, and building fences; ſo that now almoſt 
all that will admit of culture, or improvement, hath been ac. 
tually brought under the plough. 


Sea Con. The ſea coaſt here along the frith is remark- 
ably bold and rocky, forming high and tremendous precipices, 
from which the tide ebbs, leaving dry a large tract of flat 
ſand, from whence, at low water, may be viewed ſome pittu- 
reſque and magnificent ſcenes: High and pointed ſpires, at 
the bafes of which are paſſages through them in form of rude 
arches ; ſpacious and regular amphitheatres, and mouths of 
caverns running up under ground into the land, farther than 
any human being hath ever adventured to explore. In the 
crevices of the rock, but generally where the precipice is over- 
hanging, or moſt inacceſſible, is found the marine plant an- 
pbire, well known as a preſerve or pickle; to the dangerous 
expedients for gathering which, as alluded to of old by Shake- 
ſpeare *, the people here are, at this day, no ſtrangers. To- 
wards the eaſt, about the mouth of Southwick water, the 
coaſt becomes entirely flat. 


Frith, Rivers, &c —The Solway Frith, here, is g leaguts 
over. By it there is frequent communication with the towns 
of Whitehaven, Partoun, Harrington, Workington, Mary- 
port, and Allanby, in the north of England; from whence 


lime is imported, and conveyed into the interior parts of 
the 


hs half way down 


| Hangs one that gathers famphire; dreadful trade. 
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the country up the water of Urr; which is 2 miles broad at 
its confluence with the frith, and is navigable from thence 
about 8 miles by veſſels of 80 tons burden, This navigable 
river, about 2 miles from its mouth, forms within land a large 
balon, commonly called Gibb's Hold, into which large veſſels 
are often obliged to put, in ſtormy weather, where they are 
well ſheltered and ſafely moored, The water of Southwick 
is a tmaller ſtream, which falls into the frith towards the eaſt 
end of the pariſh, and alſo affords a convenience for impor- 
tation of lime; being navigable for near 2 miles by veſſels of 
{mall burthen. The navigation, however, of the Solway Frith 
is every day becoming wore difficult and hazardous, by the 
large ſand banks which lie in its channel, on which many 
ſhipwrecks happen; and which within theſe few years have 
riſen much higher, and extended themſelves much farther 
out towards its mouth, ſeeming to threaten, at no very diſtant 
period, to ſhut it up altogether. 


Climate, and Diſeaſes. —This part of the country, enjoying 
a free circulation of air, a warm dry ſoil, and, like all other 
rocky countries, many ſprings of excellent water, might be 
expected to be more healthy than it is really experienced to 
be. Exceſſive falls of rain, brought by violent ſoutherly and 
ſouth-weſterly winds, blowing in from the neighbouring At- 
lantic, have of late years been ſeverely felt here; and have 
probably contributed to the frequency of flow fevers, fluxes, 
catarrhs, and conſumptions, but above all to rheumatic com- 
plaints, which univerſally prevail here. In autumn 1772, the 
infection of a malignant fever was communicated to this pa- 
riſh-from abroad, and made great havock: It was 3 years 
before the infection was quite extinguiſhed, The ſudden and 
loud guſts of ſouth-weſterly winds, ſeveral of which have been 
experienced in this part of the country, uncommonly violent 
| within 
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within theſe laſt 12 years, are by ſome conjectured to proceed 
from volcanic eruptions from the bottom of the Atlantic 
ocean. 


State of Property. The old valued rent of the pariſh is 
31831. Scotch. The preſent rental cannot be preciſely ſtated: 
Acceſs cannot be eaſily had to the knowledge of the rent of 
ſome farms; ſeveral grounds are in the natural poſſeſſion of 
the proprietors: It may probably be ſomewhat between 25061, 
and 3000 I. There are 22 heritors, ſoine of whom have pro- 
perty in the pariſh to the extent of 700 l. per annum; ſome ſo 
low as 7 l. Ten of theſe are reſident. There are no towns or 
village in the pariſh, The farms are generally ſmall ; There 
are about 130 tenants, or perſons who may be ſaid to occupy 
land in the pariſh, not more than one or two of whom farm 
to the extent of 100 1. of yearly rent; many ſo low as 5 1. 


Produce and Cultivation, The kinds of grain produced here 
conſiſt chiefly of oats and barley; and of green crops, pota- 
toes, turnips, and clover. The rotation of crops uſually ob- 
ſerved is, firſt 2 or 3 ſucceſſive crops of oats; then the ground 
is ſummer fallowed, and dunged, with a green crop of pota- 
toes or turnips; laſtly, a crop of barley, along with which are 
ſown ryegraſs, and red and white clover ſeeds; After one 
crop of hay is taken, the ground is paſtured 4 or 5 years be- 
fore it is again opened up. Lime is uſed as a manure, and is 
imported from Cumberland, at 1 s. the Carliſle buſhel. Shells 
are found in great abundance on the ſhore, and have alſo 
been much uſed, but are experienced to be rather too ſtimu- 
lating a manure for ſo very thin and light a ſoil. Ihe great 
excellency of ſhells, as a manure, is for breaking or looſening 
a Riff clay, or a heavy wet ſoil. The farmers here, and al 


over Galloway, at length convinced of the benefit and impor- 
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tance of dung as a manure, are diſuſing the practice of laying 
their black cattle out in the open fields all winter, and are 
now beginning to feed them in houſes or ſhades. The ſoil, 


not only of this pariſh, but of almoſt the whole county, be- 


ing warm and dry, in wet ſummers produces luxuriant crops 
of corn and graſs, The crops here have been very plentiful 


theſe laſt 4 or 5 years. 
4 


Exports. Prices of Wages, Cc. Unpromiſing as the appear- 
ance of the country is, this pariſh produces confiderably more 
grain than is conſumed by the 1mhabitants. There are ge- 
nerally exported from it, annually, about 2500 Wincheſter 
buſhels of bariey to Whitehaven, Lancaſter, and Liverpool; 
and from 3000 to 4000 [tunes of oatmeal to the ſea-· port and 
manufacturing towns in the welt of Scotland; beſides conſi- 


derable quantities of potatoes to the Engiiſh market. The 


exporting prices of barley here have been, on an average of 
the laſt 10 years, 28. 857d per Wincheſter buſhel, and of 
oatmeal 1s. 94d, per ſtone of 17 lib. 10 o. averdupois. Po- 
tatoes are ſoid at from 20 8. to 3os. per ton. The prices of 
butcher meat here are regulated by the Dumfries market. 
The ſmaller articles of proviſion, ſuch as butter, fowls, eggs, 
&c, are rather high, as there are very fnequent opportunities 
of conveying them to the ſea-port towns. in the north of Eng- 
land, where they find a ready market. The wages of me- 
chanics, and prices of labour of all kinds, have of late years 
riſen very high here, as in all the other farming counties in 
the ſouth of Scotland. 


Modi and Plantatior.s,—From the great quantities of large 
and full grown oak timber, ſtili in good preſervation, which 
are dug up in the many ſmall ipots of peat moſs in the pa- 
riſh, it would appear that natural wood had abounded in it. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, the vulgar tradition is, that, a few centuries ago, i 
was wholly a wood or foreſt, There are ſtill ſome natury 
wood-lands in the interior parts of the pariſh ; and ſeveral 
ſmall plantations of barren timber have been made lately, 
which thrive well. Very many attempts are now making to 
rear fruit orchards in the pariſh ; but, owing to the extreme 
thinneſs and lightneſs of the ſoil, and the unfavourable expo. 
ſire of this part of the country to the ſouth- weſterly winds, 
they do not promiſe much ſucceſs, 


Fiſh, &c.— The kinds of fiſh taken here are ſalmon, white 
flounders, plaiſe, ſome ſoles of a very large ſize, ſkate, and, 
very rarely, turbot; but the great ſtaple is cod, of which 
large quantities, and ſome of excellent quality, are taken here, 
and carried to Dumfries, and other neighbouring ſmaller towns, 
and fold at from 1 d. to 3 d. per pound. Of ſhell 6h, large 
quantities of cockles and muſcles are found on the coaſt ; al- 
fo ſhrimps, wilks, and other ſmaller kinds, of little value. No 
companies are aſſociated here for the purpoſe of carrying on 
any fiſheries. Moſt part of the inhabitants, however, near 
the coaſt, are occaſionally employed in fiſhing, but all as ſingle 
adventurers. The ſhallowneſs of the water near the ſhore, 
and the roughneſs 6f the ſea in the cod fiſhing ſeaſon, render 
the uſe of boats in fiſhing dangerous, and almoſt impracticable. 
The ſhores produce 15 or 20 tons of kelp once in 5 or 6 
years; an article reduced nearly one half in price ſince the 
barilla act was paſſed in 1781. 


Ecelefraflical State. The church, which is ſituated near the 
S. W. corner of the pariſh, one mile N. from the frith, and 
at the ſame diſtance E. from the water of Urr, was built in 
1771, is very plain, but large and commodious. The manſe, 
which ſtands about a quarter of a mile N. E. of the church, 


upon 
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upon the banks of a lake of 5o acres extent, and in form of 
a creſcent, was built in 1763, for what was at that time un- 
derſtood to be the legal allowance, 1000 l. Scotch, and con- 
ſequently upon a ſmall plan, and poorly executed. In 1777 
it was repaired, and ſome additions made to it. The glebe 
confiſts of about 6 acres. The annexed parith of Sou r- 
wick lies to the eaſtward, and the minitter poſſeſſes alſo a 
glebe there of about 8 acres. Although the walls of the old 
church of Southwick, which ſtands in a very romantic {mall 
firath, about 4 miles E. from the pariſh church, {till remain 
in many places at their full heighth, yet there is nor the 
imalleſt tradition of any incumbent there, or of any circum- 
ſtance relating to it as a ſeparate charge. It appears to have 
been annexed to Colvend ever ſince the reformation, In Fe- 
bruary 1650, Mr David Hope, then incurabent, obtained de- 
creet againſt the heritors of both pariſhes, modifying the ſti- 
pend at 3 chalders of victual, two thirds meal and one-third 
bear, and 400 | Scotch of money, with 530 merks for commu- 
nion eiements. By a new decreet in 1789, the ſtipend was 
modified at 800 1. Scotch, with 40 l. Scotch for communion 
tiemeats, and the victual continued. However long theſe 
pariſhes have been united, their antient boundaries are {tilt 
diſtinctly known, Colvend is co Southwick “, in point of 
rental, extent of territory, and population, nearly as three to 
tro. 

Schal. — There was modified, fo lately as April 1793, 200 
merxs of ſchool ſalary, of which one ſchoolmaſter, who teach- 

VoL. XVII O | | ES 


There has been found lately à diary of the perſonal expen- 
ces of King Epwar I. ot England, in one of his expeditions 
4g-19t Scotland, kept by his purſer, or fome of the domeſtics 
ibis faite, where, among other articles, is ſtated a ſmall ſum, 


ellered, with his devotions, to our Lady of Southwict. 


Statiſtical Account 


106 


* 


es within a mile of the church, enjoys 71. 28. and has up. 
wards of 40 icholarsz his income may be 38 1. per annum, 
The remainder of the modified ſalary, with 21. yearly of mor. 
tified money, is given to another teacher, who keeps a ſchod| 
in the eaſtern end of the pariſh, and has uſually 30 ſcholars, 


His yearly income is about 131. The heritors have lately 
aſſeſſed themſelves in 60 1. for building two commodious and 


ſufficient ſchool-houſes, which will be executed iu ſpring 
1794 


Populatiam.— Although the number of births, which i 
generally about 36 annually, greatly exceeds the number of 
deaths, which is from 18 to 24, yet the popvlation ſeems 
not to have increaſed much theſe 18 years. This, and the 
excels of the number of females to that of males, may be 
accounted for, by many of the young men going to ſea, or 
to ſettle abroad. In 1772, by an epidemical malignant fe- 
ver, and in 1774, by emigration, the population of this pa- 
riſh ſuffered two ſevere ſhocks, from which it hath ſcarcely 
yet recovered. Notwithſtanding theſe circumſtances, how- 
ever, there has been an increaſe upon the whole within 
theſe 40 years. The number of inhabitants at preſent, 


(1794) is, Males - 5 456 
Females — — 508 
964 
The return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was 898 
Increaſe 66 


Occupations, —It is impoſſible to claſs the above inhabitants 
by their reſpective occupations. About 52 are ſailors. Th 
farms being numerous and ſmall, many huſbandmen are cc. 
caſionally alſo maſons, wrights, carpenters, ſhoemakers, wer 
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vers, and tailors, and one man profeſſes ſometimes two, or 
even three of theſe different mechanic branches. 


Horſes and Black Catile.— There are in the pariſh upwards 
of 200 horſes, being conſiderably more than are ſuſficient 
for all the purpoſes of agriculture ; but ſo it generally hap- 
pens where there are many very ſmall farms. There are 
kept about 650 milk cows or breeders, all the offspring of 
which are preſerved, and carefully reared to aged cattle, 
There are about 1300 rifing cattle, from 1 to 4 years old, 
kept the year round, at which age, when they are arrived, 
they are {old lean to the graziers on the ſouth-eaſtern coun- 
ties of England, at from 71. to 10 l. a-head. All theſe are 
of the true Galloway breed, moſtly wanting horns, not of 
the largeſt ſize, but very handſome, The breeds both of 
horſes and black cattle in this pariſh have been much im- 
proved within theſe 5 years. 


Sheep and Goats, —There are about 2000 ſheep kept in the 
pariſh, and about 100 goats in the more remote and moun- 
tainous grounds. Among the ſheep there are ſome flocks 
of the brown-faced ſmall old Scottiſh kind, with fine ſhort 
wool; the greateſt number are of the black-faced kind. There 
are alſo a few upon the lower and more improved grounds 
of the larger breeds, with white faces, which have in later 
years been introduced from England “. 


Minerals. 


About 6 or 7 years ago, a gentleman of this pariſh, a Mr 
Crosne, then maſter of a veſſel in the Baltic trade, purchaſed 
from ſome Laplanders he ſaw at Stockholm, a Lapland ram 
vith 4 horns, of about the ſize and weight of the common black. 
faced ſheep of this country; but his great excellence was his 
fleece, which was very. abundant, and remarkably tine and ſilky. 
He brought him home to this country, with which he feemed 


do 
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Minerals *. The rocks and ſtones, which abound fo muck 
in this pariſh, are all of hard granite, many of them inter. 
ſperſed with veins of flint or ſpar. They furniſh excellent 
materials for walls and fences. There is likewiſe a quarry 
of a free or ſofter ſpecies of granite, on one part of the 
ſhore, which is worked for mill-ſtones, and from whence all 
the mills in the ſouth-weſt of Scotland are- furniſhed. Ma- 
ny of them are alſo carried into the interior parts of the 
country, and ſome are ſent to Ireland. From 20 to 15 are 
fold annually at about 3 l. each. 


Fuel, There are very many ſmall ſpots of peat moſs in 
the pariſh, which are now much exhauſted, The prepara- 
tion of this kind of fuel, upon which the ſole dependence 
of the generality of the inhabitants has hitherto been, is 
here attended with vaſt expence of time and labour, and af. 
ter all they are but poorly ſupplied. However humane the 
intention of the legiſlature was, in the late commutation of 
the coal duty, it has been in a great meaſure fruſtrated, as 


to 


to agree very well, He was obſerved to delight much in crop: 
ping the heather, and to prefer it to every other plant the cli. 
mate produced, He lived 18 months in the country, and ex. 
perienced all our variety of ſeaſon. He propagated with « 
ewe of this country; but both he and his offspring were killed 
by ſome other animal, by which means the breed was untortu- 
nate ly loſt. 


* About 25 years ago, a copper mine was opened in this 
pariſh, near the rocky ſhore. A conſiderable quastity of ore 
was dug up, aud ſent in caſks to a ſmelting furnace at ſome 
diſtance, It was ſound to be rich, and aQually produced as 


much copper as cleared all charges upon it ; but the work was 
relinquiſhed, The ettate, upon which it was found, was then 
the paternal eſtate of the late Counteſs of SUTHERLAND and La- 
dy GLEnorCHy, but is now the property of Mr OswalD of 
Auchencruive, 
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to this part of the country, by the ſelfiſhneſs of the propri- 
etors or tackſmen of the coal mines along the Cumberland 
coaſt, who immediately availed themſelves of the opportu- 
nity it gave them to advance the price of coals at the pit, ſo 
far as to keep them ſtill above the reach of the ſmaller far- 
mers, and inferior claſſes. 
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he Rare Natural Productions. — Beſides the wild quadrupeds, 
re common to all the ſouth of Scotland, there have been found 
here ſome few individuals of a ſpecies of the weaſel, more 
rare in this country, It reſembles the pole-cat, or common 


in foumart, from which it is diſtinguiſhed by the largeneſs of 
VN is ſize, the ſuperior quality of its fur, and by being free of 
e that foetid ſmell which renders the other ſo diſagreeable 
is and diſguſting. It is vulgarly called the martin, and is the 
. my/lela martis of natural hiſtorians.— There are found upon | 
e the ſhore here ſome of thoſe wonderful marine productions, 


which ſeem to be the links that connect the animal and ve- 
getable ſyſtems, viz. the PoLYPUs, called allo the Sea Ane- 
mone. It docs not poſſeſs a loco- motive faculty, and its or- 
gans are too imperfect to entitle it to be ranked with ant- 
mals; but appears to have ſomewhat of more ſenſation than 
can be aſcribed to a merely vegetable ſubſtance, like ſome of 


which, too, it is reproduced from any part cut off. Such of 
them as are found here are of a ſmaller ſize, and their co- 
lours are not fo vivid, as thoſe in warmer climates “.- Some 


of 


* A neighbouring clergyman, however, the Rev. Mr Muig- 
HEaD of rr), ſeems to be of a different opinion reſpecting this 
wonderful ſemi- animal. In a letter to a friend in town he 
gives the following deſcription of it: © About 5 years ago L 
* diſcovered, in the parili of Colvend, the Animal Flower, in as 
great perfection and variety as it is in Jamaica. The lively 
colours, and the various and elegant forms of the Polypus 

f a © on 


2 / 
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of the ſprings that ooze through the rocks are of a petriſj. 
ing quality, particularly in the higher and more rugged hill 


in Southwick, near Crow-fell, where ſome chryſtallizations are 
found. 


Antiquities *,—At Fairgarth, near the center of the pariſh, 
there is a well formed of a very copious ſpring of excellent 


water, arched over, which goes by the name of St. Lau- 
rence's Well, hard by which are the veſtiges of a chapel, with 


burying 


« on this coaſt, are truly equal to any thing recited by natural 
« hiſtorians, reſpecting the ſea flowers of any other country, 
To ſee a flower of purple, of green, blue, yellow, &c. ſtriving 
« to catch a worm, 1s really amufing.” 


About the year 1780, there was found upon the eſtate of 
Southwick, belonging to Sir James RibpsLL, Bart. in the mid. 
dle of a large granite ſtone, when blaſted with gun powder, in 
a ſocket exactly fitted to it, a piece of the fame kind of ſub- 
ſtance, ſmooth and poliſhed, in form ſomewhat reſembling a 
rude hatchet. It was about 9 inches long, 6 broad at the one 
end, and 3 at the other end, about the thickneſs of the palm of 
the hand; one of the angles at the broad end a little more acute 
than the other, the Corners a little rounded, and ſharp round 
the edges. The virtuoſi, to whoſe inſpeRion it was ſubmitted, 
did not heſitate immediately to pronounce it to be a haichet, 
which had been uſed by the Druids in performing ſacrifice, 
which conjecture they imagined warranted by the veltige of a 
Druidical temple very near the place where it was found: But 
this depends apon an hypotheſis which admits rather of ſome 
doubt. When the ſize, the firmneſs, and ſolidity of the mals 
in which it was found, are conſidered, and the difficulty of aſ- 
figning any period fince the creation as the commencement of 
the formation of ſuch a maſs—indeed our entire ignorance of 
the nature and progreſs of ſuch a proceſs, or the time it would 
require,—it mult be owned it becomes rather problematical, 
whether this hatchet is the work of art, and ever exiſted in a 
Rate ſeparate from the lone out of which it was taken; or if 
the phenomenon is only a /uſus naturae. 
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burying ground“ around it, now occupied as a barn yard.— 
At che ſouth-weſt corner of the pariſh, on a very high pro- 
montory, or head of land, formed by the junction of the 
Water of Urr with the Solway Frith, there are the veſtiges 
of a work of ſtrength, ſuppoſed to be Daniſh; the foſse is 
till very apparent. It bears the name of the Caſtle-hill of 
Barclay, Upon the bank ot the ſame river, on the eaſt fide, 
about two miles farther up, upon the narrow top of a {mall, 
but high, ſteep, and rocky hill or mount, have lately been 
diſcovered the veſtiges of another work of ſtrength, which, 
from the ſcanty remains of its materials that are to be found, 
antiquarians ſuppoſe to have been a vitrified fort, The 


place is called the Moat of the Mark, or Merkland of Bar- 
clay by 


Manner. — The Iſle of Man, which lies 24 leagues diſtant 
to the 8. W. the higher grounds of which are in fight here, 
is well known, before the lordſhip of it was purchaſed by 
government in 1765, to have been the great channel of a 
contraband trade with France, to the ſecret operation of 
which, the nature of this country as above deſcribed, but 
then in a ſtill more unpoliſhed ſtate, was moſt favourable. 
Having the advantage of many ſecret caverns, impervious 
thickets, devious paths, and unfrequented tracts, which af- 
torded innumerable and ſecure hiding places, it is not to be 
wondered at, if the inhabitants were generally and deeply 
engaged in it, and conſequently addicted to idleneſs, and to 


that ſpecies of intemperance to which the ſtaple of that 


trade 


* Some people were alive lately, who remembered to have ſeen 


8 the tomb · ſtones and inſcriptions, but none can now be 
u 


T Vide AxchR OO, Vol. X. 
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trade immediately miniſtred. But the abolition of that trade 
has had a happy effect upon the improvement of the country, 
and the manners of the people in this corner; and the trace; 
of theſe more licentious times, which were a proverbial re. 
proach to this pariſh, are now almoſt wholly obliterated, 
The preſent generation are trained up in habits of ſobriety 
and induſtry, for which, and for their attention to their 
farms and reſpective occupations, they are perhaps now no 


leis remarkable, than they were in thoſe more diſſolute times, 
for their diſlipation. 


Diſadvantages —Fhe moſt ſtriking which occur apply to 
the whole county of Galloway, as well as to this pariſh, 
namely, the diſadvantages under which the farmers and 
breeders of black cattle, the great ſtaple of this part of th: 
country, labour in marketing them. A number of young 
fellows, of the very loweſt claſs, who diſlike, or affect to be 
above labour, turn what are called jobbers, ſcour the country, 
and infeſt the cattle markets, and, by picking up the younger 
cattle, intercept a profit between the breeder and grazier, to 
the prejudice of one, or perhaps both of them. Ihis is an 
evil which it is impracticable to reſtrain, unleſs by ſomething 
like the following method: That the farmers in general, fer 
their mutual advantage, ſhould enter into a concert, where- 
by it ſhall be underſtood, to be laid down as a rule, that 
thoſe who rear the cattle ſhall fell them only to thoſe, who, 
they know, can graze them upon their own farms or pollc|- 
ſions ; and that thoſe again ſhall buy only from thoſe, whom 
they know to have reared them, or who have kept them at 
leaſt for months.—Another evil, of which the conſequences 
have been, and preſently are, ſeverely felt by many, is the 
frequent and weighty failures of the greater drovers, that h, 


thoſe who yearly buy the aged cattle through the couvt!ry, 
| collect 
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collect them into large droves. and carry them up to the 
markets in the ſouth-eaſt counties of England. "They ge- 
nerally buy upon credit; payments are not expected, until, 
in the courſe of 4 or 5 months, they are enabled to make 
them from their returns in the Engliſh markets, and conſe- 
quently muſt, in a great meaſure, depend upon their ſucceſs 
there, which they themſelves have the exclufive privilege of 
reporting to the farmer their creditor, Of theſe adventu- 
rers, who theſe many years have obtained the credit and 
confidence of the country, the greater number have at one 
time or other failed, and ſome repeatedly. By ſuch failures 
large ſums have been loſt, honeſt and mduſtrious farmers 
much hurt and reduced, and whole families ruined. It were 
to be withed that the Engliſh graziers, or cattle, merchants, 
were to be ſeen buying their cattle in our own markets, ra- 
ther than that our farmers ſhould be obliged to run ſuch 
riſks, in truſting their property to ſo great extent, in the 
hands of people, ſo many of whom they have experienced 
to be unworthy of their confidence, in order to get it diſ- 
poled of in the remoteſt parts of the iſland. 
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NUMBER X. 


PARISH OF BUI TTLE. 


(Covnrr AND SYNOD of GALLOWAY,—PRESBYTERY 
| OF RIRKCUDBRIGHT). 


By the Rev. Mr GEORGE MAXWELL of Glenarm, Ainiſter 
of that Pariſh. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


ARIOUS opinions are entertained as to the derivation 

of the name. Some have thought that Boot. Hill, or 
Butt-hill, was the original name of that territory which now 
compoſes the pariſh of Buittle, on account of the frequent 
muſters of cavalry, or archers, that muſt have taken place in 
the vicinity of the caſtle after- mentioned. With as much 
probability, however, it may be ſuggeſted, that the word 
Buittle is but a contraction of Bowet-hill or Bowet-hall, an ap- 
pellation ooccaſioned by the beacons in the neighbourhood of 
the caſtle alluded to; or the great light which it diſplayed on 
feſtive or ſolemn occaſions. Men of the name of Bootle, too, 
are frequent in England, and to be found in Scotland. —Buit- 
tle is one of thoſe pariſhes in the ſtewartry of Galloway, 
that border upon the Solway Frith, aud have the advantages 
of navigation From the march of Croſsmichael, upon the 
north, Buittle extends ſouthward to the ſea. This is the 
length of the pariſn, and includes about 8 miles. On the 
1 whole 
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whole of the eaſt fide it is bounded by the river and pariſh 
of Urr. From thence to Kelton and Rerrick, which are 
conterminous to Buittle, on the welt and ſouth-weſt, its ave- 
rage breadth may be 3 miles. 


Soil, Surface, Hiils, &c,—The ſoil of Buittle is like moſt 
of the land in lower Galloway {eſpecially near the mouth of 
the Urr), kindly and fertile, even beyond its appearance. 
The ſurface of Buittle is unequal, and jaſtifies Buchanan's 
remark upon Galloway in general: Nuſquam fere in 
« montes attollitur, ſed collibus tantum frequentibus intu- 
« meſcit,” The hills, however, being moltly green and 
without heath, have lately drawn the attention of the induſ- 
trious z nor have their pains been ill repaid, as the ſoil is 
often found deeper on the heights than on the lower ground. 
It is here to be obſerved alſo, that there are few hills in this 
part of Galloway, where cultivation is at all practicable, that 
do not bear diſtinct marks of the plough. The depths of 
the turrows, too, plainly declare, that this tillage has not 
been caſual, or merely experimental, but frequent and ſuc- 
ceſſive, This ſhould ſet both the antient population and in- 
duſtry of this part of Scotland in a more favourable light, 
than that in which they are uſually beheld. It alſo affords 
probability to a tradition repeated by the country people to 
this day, “ That at a time when Scotland was under a pa- 
« pal interdiQt, or ſentence of curling from the Pope, it was 
„ found that his Holineſs had forgot to curſe the hills, 
“ though he had commanded the land, uſually arable, to 
« yield no increaſe ; and that while this ſentence remained, 
the people were neceflitated to ſeek tillage ground, in 
places unuſual and improbable “.“ The graſs through 


the 


? That King RozexT Bzvcez, and what part of Scotland 
0 ſab. 
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the greater part of Buittle is excellent, being moſtly what is 
called the Sheep*s feſcue graſs. Excluſive of other good pro- 
perties, it may be adverted to, that this plant defics extirpa. 
tion by either bad farming or bad ſtocking: For often when 
land is ſo mnch plowed that it will bear no more corn, and 
even the roots of the larger graſſes are deſtroyed, we ſce the 
field covered with the feſcue in a very ſhort time. Again, by 
overſtocking a paſture, the ſeed ſtalks of moſt graſſes are 
eaten up, and the very roots preyed upon. But the prodi. 
gious crop of ſmall ſeeds, light and eaſily transferred by the 
winds, afforded by the feſcue, hinders its deſtruction in the 
former ſenſe; and the ſmallneſs of its fibrous roots in the 
latter. 


Plants, &c.—The natural productions of Buittle differ 
little from thoſe of the lower parts of Galloway in general, 
and which, in all probability, will be particularly mentioned 
in the account of every pariſh belopging to that diſtrict. 
The plants and flowers ia Buittle are no ways remarkable, 
Even by gentlemen in affluent circumſtances, that cultivation 
of the earth, which produces an immediate return, and con- 
nects with general utility, is preferred to attempts of unprofit- 
able curiolity, as to rearing exotic plants, or even thoſc of 
this climate that are of a precarious growth. This pariſh, 
indeed, abounds ſo much with excellent natural ſhelter, that 
it is believed few plants or trees would fail here, that ſucceed 
well in any other part of Scotland, it not of Britain, With 
great ſafety one might take any bet, that, communibus diebus, 

| | the 


ſybmitted to him, were under the Pope's curſe for a good mas 
ny years, and that Galloway acknowledged his authority pret- 
ty early, every one knows; but if the above tradition, as ſtand- 
ing connected with this fact, is true, we may place it among the 


few benefits that ſuperſtition has conferred on mankind, 


the thermometer ſtands higher during the year in Buittle 
than at London. For ſome ages, this pariſh was, in conſe- 
quence of the above natural advantages, diſtinguiſhed as a- 
bounding with orchards, Of late, however, theſe have fal- 
len much into decay, It has indeed been complained of, 
that for many years paſt the growth of fruit-timber, and of 
trees in general, has been leſs favoured by the temperature 


of the air than formerly; and ſome gloomy philoſophers 


bave dreaded, that Scotland might experience the calamities 
of Iceland, or Daniſh Greenland. Even under leſs dreary 
impreſſions, candour muſt admit, that, for theſe 15 or 20 
years, new plantations have not come on ſo vigorouſly as 
could have been expected; and that the fruits, ſuch as ap- 
ples, pears, &c. have not ripened to the degree of perfection, 
that even middle aged people affirm to have been formerly 
common, | 


Animal Flowers, —Till of late, perhaps, it has not been 
much adverted to, that the animal flower, or water polypus, 
is even common alongſt the ſhores of Buittle, Colvend, and 
very likely around the whole coaſt of the Stewartry of Gal- 
loway. The form of theſe polypuſes is elegant, and pleaſant- 
ly diverſified. Some are found reſembling the ſun-flower, 
ſome the hundred leaved roſe, but the greater number bear 
the likeneſs of the poppy. The colours differ as much as 
the form. Sometimes the animal flower is of a deep purple, 
frequently of a roſe colour, but moſtly of a light red or 
fleſhy hue, The moſt beautiful of them, that could be pick- 
ed up, have often been carried from the ſhore of Colvend, 
12 or 15 miles up into the country, where they have lived, 
fed on worms, and even bred for ſeveral weeks, and might 
have exiſted much longer, if they could have been ſupplied 


with ſea- water. In a word, it ſeems probable, that an in- 
og duſtriqus 
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duſtrious naturaliſt might diſcover, on this coaſt, ſome of 


thoſe ſingular animals, not much inferior to thoſe produced 
in the Antilles, and other tropical countries. 


Fiſb.— As the ſouth end of Buittle is waſhed by the Sol. 
way Frith, a good deal of fiſh is taken, and much more 
might be had. As other ſubſiſtence is plenty, however, and 
as labourers and their families are maintained by their em- 
ployers, neither choice nor neceſſity leads any one to follow 
the fiſhing buſineſs, much farther than as an amuſement, 
Nevertheleſs, it is believed by many judicious people, that if 
a few fiſhermen from the Highlands ſhould ſettle about the 
mouth of the Urr, they would find profitable employment, 
and be of ſervice to the country around. The fiſh uſually 
taken at preſent are, ſalmon, cod, flounders, &c. Cockles, 


muſcles, and ſeveral other kinds of ſhell fiſh are alſo to be 
had in tolerable plenty. 


Duadrupeds.—The quadrupeds are entirely of the com- 
mon ſort, and the black cattle (which are almoſt all polled) 


are of a good ſhape. During the tiine that a farmer ſociety 
ſubſiſted at Dumfries, which invited the tenantry to ſhew 


their beſt breeding cattle, and diſtributed premiums, the 
mould of cattle was vifibly improved. Since that ſaciety 
was dropt, farmers have become, it is thought, more careleſs, 
both in Buittle, and in many pariſhes around. The breed 
of horſes is much improved, ſo far as concerns the purpoſes 
of agriculture; but the old hardy Galloway ſpecies is moſtly 
extinct, Sheep are kept in ſmall numbers, being thought 
prejudicial to the paſtures where black cattle are fed; nor is 
the growth of wool attended to, or conſidered as an object 
ef profit, unleſs on the ſmall ſcale of domeſtic oeconomy. 


Bird:, 


Bird. To mention the feathered race might here ſeem 
to be a matter of levity; but when it is conſidered that they, 
perhaps, of all living creatures, have the moſt delicate ſenſa- 
tions, as to climate and the ſtate of the air; that nature has 
enabled, and even inſtructed them, to chooſe or to change 
their reſidence accordingly ; and that their appearance or ab- 
ſence may afford no contemptible eſtimate of the increaſing 
warmth or cold of any country, (things much connected with 
the ſtate of agriculture), one may venture to hazard ridicule 
on this ſubject. Perhaps inattention to ſubjects not viſibly 
important, and ignorance of natural hiſtory, might hinder 
our anceſtors from remarking upon birds any ways ſingular. 
If that has not been the caſe, this country has lately been 
frequented by ſeveral that uſed ſeldom to appear in Scotland. 
Since ſome groves of pines came to be of a reſpectable 
growth, the croſs-bill has been frequently ſeen, and it is be- 
leved breeds in the country. The bull-finch is common, and 
pheaſants have been obſerved, which, in all probability, muft 
have come from England. Quails, hardly known a few years 
ago, are now in abundance. In hard winters, too, the Bohe- 
mian chatterer, and even ſome Arctic birds have viſited us. 
The common moor and black game have diſappeared from 
this pariſh, ſince agriculture became extenſive, and the heath, 
broom, furze, &c. were deſtroyed. Other game would be 
very plenty, but the game laws have never been rigorouſly 
executed in this part of the country, unleſs when people 
break fences, diſturb cattle, and do the farmers wanton miſ- 
chief in the courſe of their amuſement, 


Minerals, — As to minerals or foſſils, little can be here 
mentioned, ſerving either to gratify curioſity, or prompt in- 
duſtry, Rock cryſtals, but of no great brilliancy, are often | 
found, Tales and ſpars af ſeveral kinds are pretty frequent- 

| ly 
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ly met with; and iron ore appears to be in ſuch abundany 
in Buittle, as well as the neighbouring pariſhes, that ſony 
have thought an iron manufacture might be copiouſly ſup. 
plied “. Certain burrows in the earth, frequently talked d 


i 


Though the writer of this account propoſed to be conch 
on the ſubject of antiquities, he cannot help mentioning her 
certain ſubterraneous paſſages or galleries, diſcovered in thi 
neighbourhood. Theſe are dug through a firm kind of gray, 
perhaps iron ore; nor is the roof ſupported by wood, 9 
arched with ſtone. Into one of theſe lurid grottos, the preſent 
Mr MaxwerLrL of Terraughty. when a boy, deſcended, and tn 
velled farther than perhaps prudence could chooſe to accompy 
ny curioſity. The upper part of this paſſage or cave he de 
ſcribes as above; the bottom (ſays he) was like an / fu 
« kirk, and here and there were heads of ſpears, and huma 
« bones.” If thoſe excavations were ought elſe than ira 
mines, they muſt have been places of ſepulture. Tacitus, hoy: 
ever, plainly ſays of the Germans, Funerum nulla ambitio, ſei 
chrum ceſpes erigit f. And though Caęſar calis the funeral ob. 
ſequies ot the Gauls, Sumptuaſa et magnifica pro cultu, he ſays to- 
thing of their carrying the bones of the dead into caverns. |: 
would be mere pedantry to ſhew, that a work, ſuch as that x 
bove deſcribed, has as little to do with the religion of the Gaul 
and Germans, as with their funeral rites, and the concluſio 
mult be, that ſuch works are perfectly Scottiſh. Any inquiſ, 
tive gentleman, wiſhing to know farther on this ſubject, migit 
apply to Mr Maxwell of Terraughty, whole afability and good 
ſenſe need no commendation, Or it any antiquary chooſes to 
repeat Mr Maxwell's experiment, the inhabitants of Auchet 
reoch, near Spottis-hall, will yet point out the entrance. Pit 
but the celebrated Mr M*Paxrrxso0x would explore this deſcen/u 
Averni ; the world might be bleſſed with an appendix to Finga, 
and with recent accounts from the ſpirits of Loda and of Dr &. 
muel Johnſton. In ſeveral parts of this country, too, there att 
oblong ſquares, made with banks of ſtone. In the centre there! 
a hearth; and, in digging up the banks forming the ſquare, col 
lars, chains, hooks, and forks have been found. Such plact 
have, by ſome ingenious gentlemen, been ſuppoſed to be a 
commodations for burning dead bodies; and certain niches i 
the ſurrounding banks, underſtood to be receptacles * 


+ Tac. de Moribus Germ. cap. XXVII. 
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in different parts of the country, would lead one to think 
that iron had been wrought in this part of the world, at a 
very early period. There is ſtili marl in almoſt every mols ; 


but, as lime can be had by water carriage, marl is now but 
little valued. | 


Farms, Rents, and Preprietors,—The generality of farms 
zn Buittle are of moderate extent. Some there are of 300 
acres or more; but theſe, (with an exception or two), con- 
6ſt of broken or hilly ground. —There may be about half a 
dozen farmers in the pariſh, who pay 2001. a year of rent, 


or 


bones f. Nevertheleſs, as the chains, collars, &c. ſeem as fit 
for holding living bodies as dead ones, there is room to helieve 
thoſe oblong ſquares were places of ſacritice, or of puniſhment, 
which are moſtly found ſynonimous terms, when human ſacri- 
fice is in the queſtion. The Scotch are aſſuredly either of Ger- 
man or Gaelic extraction, perhaps a mixture of both. As to 
the ſanerals of theſe nations, Tacitus expreſaly ſays, the Ger- 
mans uſed the reg, in the common manner; and Caefar fays, 
the Gauls burnt their dead, but ſtates no peculiarities ; on the 
contrary, he rather tranſcribes Homer on the ſubjeR. Regard- 
ing the religion of theſe nations, however, Tacitus ſays, the 
Germans did offer human ſacrifices to Mercury; and Caeſar, 
(lib. vi. cap. 16.) ſays, The Gauls offered human ſacrifices, ſome 
of a private, ſome of a public nature. He adds, that they ſa- 
crificed in this laſt manner criminals, as moſt acceptable to the 
Gods; but innocent people, if criminals could not be found. — 
One of the oblong courts or iquares is not far from the cavern 
already mentioned. This leads one to compare what Mr Bruce 
ſays about the inhabitants at the fource of the Nile, their gar- 
rying part of their ſacrifices into caves, with the aſſertion of Ta- 
citus, that the Germans had the Egyptian religion, or at leaſt 
worthipped fs. Perhaps this is the only faint argument, that 


could connect the caves already mentioned, with the religion of 
the Gauls or Germans. 


| See M. CorLand of Kings-Grange's very ingenious treati/e an 
this ſubject, preſented to the Mancheſter Scciety of Antiguar ian. 
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or upwards ; hardly ſo many paying from 101. to 201, The 
molt common rent is from 7ol. to 120 l. per annum, In- 
deed, in Buittle, property of the landed fort is not ill divid. 
ed, either among the landholders or the tenantry. There 
are 15 heritors in the pariſh ;—the largeſt eſtate is abou: 
1000 l. per annum, and there is only one below 70 l. 


Fuel, Cultivation, and Produce From a port in the Urr, a: 
Barlochan, or Garden- Creek, the greater part of the pariſh is 
ſupplied with lime. That port lies on the caſt fide of the 
pariſh, and is centrical. At Munſhes, about a mile farther 
up the river, ſome is alſo landed. Lately (and moſt time. 
ouſly) coal has been imported at a reaſonable rate, namely, at 
10d. the Carliſle buſhel. While this country retains its ſo- 
ber ſenfes and habits, it cannot readily forget the perſons 
by whoſe interpoſition and efforts this defirable event has 
been brought about. —Tillage and paſturage are a!moſt e- 
qually objects to the farmer here. The greateſt tillage per- 
mitted is one third of the arable, which is certainly nore 
than is profitable. After liming, three white crops are taken, 
two of oats, and a third of barley. If, after the third white 
crop, the farmer dungs and has a green crop, a fourth white 
crop is permitted, when the ground is always ſown out with 
red clover and rye- graſs, the only foreign graſſes propagated. 
White clover, and the perennial red, are to common in the 
fields, and riſe naturally in ſuch plenty, that the bought ſeeds 
ot theſe plants are ſeldom uſed. Not mach wheat is ſown, 
The ſoil, tkough kindly, is liglit; but that is nor the only 
reaſon.— The ſtraw of wheat is not uſed as fodder in this 
Part of the country, though it is in England; and this, to a 
far ner in theſe parts, is a great draw-back on a crop, as moſt 
of the farms can maintain more cattie in ſummer, than can 
ided with food in winter : For the ſame reaſon, tal- 

lowing 
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lowing is little known, graſs being valuable, and the fields 
abundantly clean, ſince the corns were dreſſed with fans *, 
a practice equally profitable and univerſal, From the ine- 
quality of the ſurface of the ground, the watering of land, 
by the numerous wells and rivulets, is eaſy z but of late 
the practice is not much followed, where other manures can 
eafily be had, as it is believed to render the foil thin and gra- 
xelly, and to exhauſt it ſo, that hardly any other improve- 
ment is an effectual reſtorative.—Of commons we have not 
one foot. Ring fences (ſtone dykes) around every farm, 
have been erected long ago, and even ſub- diviſions; but the 
latter are quite too large, eſpecially for the turnip huſbandry. 
Indeed of late, potatoes, Which are exported in great quan- 
ties to England, to Glaſgow, &c. have ſuperſeded almoſt 
every other fallow or green crop. The price is from 1s. to 
1s. 6d, per cwt. as the ſeaſon is plenteous.— The 1mple- 


ments of agriculture are in every reſpect the ſame with thoſe 


in the north of England; and as the intercourſe with 
White- 


* To the credit of this country, this ſimple and moſt uſeful 
machine was, a few years ago, brought to perfection, by two 
natives of this neighbourhood. Without this aid, farmers 
might ſtill bave been obliged to place their barns in the moſt 
aukward and inconvenient ſituation, from the view of obtain- 
mg wind for winnowing. Even then the corn often rotted in 
the barn; and fields remained unſown, becauſe the air was calm, 


or the wind unſuitable, or accompanied with rain or ſnow. Ser- 


vants are now ſet to winnow the corns, in the fore part of the 
winter night, when they were uſually ſtraggling, or unprofit- 
ably employed. Their health is no longer expoſed in this part 
of their auty; and, in a word, the date of the corn trade, in 
this country, ſeems to coincide with the period when the tan 
Was introduced It is with no bad intention, that we mention 
the names of the inventors, to whom the world has been more 
indebted than to thouſands of renowned empyrics in politics, 
law, divinity, phyſic, &c. The ſaid ingenious mechanics were 
Mr Myis, joiner in Dumfries, and Mr | Hoop miller of the 
town's mills, both dead ſeveral years ago. 
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Whitehaven, and the other towns on the oppoſite fide of the 
Solway Frith, is daily, it is believed the utenſils of huſbandry 
are juſt as well made here as any where elſe, and better ac. 
commodated to the ſtate and ſituation of the ground, than 
could be done by a ſtranger tradeſman. No oxen are uſed 
for draught, probably owing to the tempration people have 
of ſelling thoſe home-bred horſes, that are good, to the Eng- 
liſh and to jockeys in general. The breeding of black cat. 
tle, too, is followed by almoſt every farmer, as far as the 
nature of things will permit, 


Prices of Labour, Improvements, Sc. — The wages of ſer. 
vants are, for let. men, as they are called, or cottagers, about 
14 l. per annuum; but the articles of maintenance furniſhed 
are, perhaps, eſtimated in Galloway, 2 l. or 31. a year lower 
than in Lothian, and ſome other counties of Scotland. —La- 
bourers, by the day, get from 1s. 2d. to 1s. 4 d.— Farm 
houſes are gen:rally very good, as well as offices. In a word, 
the continual repair of drovers, cattle-dealers, and even la- 
bovurers, to England, and the ſpirit of improvement that has 
prevailed in this country for theſe 20 years paſt, has made 
the farming of theſe parts nearly equal to what it is in the 
ſouthern part of the iſland, in all ordinary matters, and due 
regard being had to the means of the inhabitants of the dil. 
ferent countries. As a teſt of the happy conſequences, 4 or 
g of the beſt farms in Buittle, which, about the year 1747, 
were rented at 200], Scotch, or 400 merks each, now pay, 
(or would pay if out of leaſe), 2301. a piece; whilſt the te- 
nants would live incomparably better than their predeceſſors. 
One prejudice ſeems much to obſtrutt the ſucceſs of the far- 
mer in this part of the world—-it is that of ſowing too late. 
The fields, where the corns ſhaken by violent winds, if early 


ploughed, have been known to yield a reſpectable crop in 
the 
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he the following feaſon, in ſpite of the rigours of winter; and 
ry though conſtant experience declares, that the oats, ſown in 
c- WT the beginning of February, afford the moſt profitable return, 
in {till the ſowing of that grain is delayed till the middle of 
d March; nor is the ſeed barley committed to the ground ſooner 
e than the middle or the latter end of April. The harveſt, 
” as might be expected, correſponds with the ſeed time. Sel- 
* dom does it begin before the middle of September, and it 
e is often later, as the ſoil and expoſure of the ground, or as 
the nature of the ſeaſon, may decide. 
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Leaſes, In farming, as in moſt other concerns, a man's 
exertions depend very much on the prudence of thoſe prin- 
ciples, in which his endeavours originate, In Galloway, and 
perhaps elſewhere, one maxim ſeems for ages to have fetter- 
ed the hands of induſtry, The farmer reaſoned thus with 
himſelf :—+ My forefathers and I have had this preſent poſe 
ſeſſion, in which I am now ſettled, by ſucceſſive leaſes of 7 
years, or leſs, for ages. The rent has been ſtill the ſame; 
but to keep it from riſing, we have not only omitted every 
improvement, but, in many inſtances, we have, to our own 
© detriment, been obliged to labour for the depreciation of 
the ſubject. This is the conſumate prudence of the farmer; 
©and departing from this maxim, every farmer may expect 
© to find his ruin, either in the avarice of his laird, or in the 
© envy of his neighbour-; as the latter will offer, and the for- 
© mer chearfully receive, whatever any parcel of ground can 
© afford, let it be improved at whole coſt, or by whoſe in- 
© duſtry, it may. Two methods of refuting this dangerous 
maxim ſeem to have been adopted in England. The one is, 
by leaſing the ground from year to year, and ſtipulating, an- 
nually, what improyement is to be made, and whether at 
the coaſt of the landlord or tenant. The mode of farming is 

thus 
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thus too fixed. The other is, that of granting leaſes for 
lives, or for a great number of years, upon fines, &c. fo that 
the intereſt of the tenant in his poſſeſſion becomes preater 
than that of the proprietor. In this part of the world, ; 
medium has been ſought. Few leafes are granted for less 
than 19 years; and it is now, indeed, not ſo much the queſ. 
tion with a tenant, whether his induſtry will redound ulti. 
mately to the benefit of his landlord, or of a ſucceeding te. 
nant, as whether it will pay him, (the preſent poſſeſſor) in 
conformity to his {kill and outlay.— If the farm (now res- 
« ſons the latter) is worth 10 l. a year more, at the end of my 
c leaſe, I may juſt as well give that for it, as for any other of 
« equal value.” After all, it is probable that longer leafes 
than thoſe of 19 years would be favourable to permanent 
improvements, ſuch as hedges, &c. and it muſt be owned, 
that as the leaſe draws near a cloſe, the tenant is often found 51 
comporting himſelf, as if under a conviction that he inhabi- 
ted hoſtile ground. To ſay the truth, however, that nar- P, 
rowneſs of mind, or ariſtocratical pride, which adjuſted every D 
matter of leaſe, to the viſible purpoſe of. keeping tenants in 
abject dependance upon their landlords, has of late been 
put very much to the bluſh. Through all Galloway, as well 
as in Buittle pariſh, a prodigious alteration took place in 
landed property, through the fatal American war, and the 
ſcarce leſs deplorable concern of the Douglas and Heron 
Bank, Moſt of the eſtates brought to ſale in this county, 
were purchaſed by natives of it—men acquainted with the 
world, and in affluent circumſtances. Theſe knew better 
things than to ruin themſelves with Baillie-<vork *, to put 
their importance on the number of kain hens paid them by 
ragged cottagers; or to recommend their own affability, by 
encou- 
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2 What are called Boon day in England. 
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encouraging idleneſs and intoxication, in ale- houſe conven- 
tions, The permanent part of the improvements, neceſſary 
on their eſtates, they took upon themſelves their tenants 
were prudently choſen ; the leaſes they gave were of confide. 
rable length; and, to give tenants more confidence and ſpi- 
it it is ſtipulated with ſeveral, that they ſhall be allowed to 
r:ſign, on a year's warning, if times are diſtreſſing, pro- 
vided they have not committed waſte, or done conſiderable 
detriment upon their reſpective farms. 


Population. — Before ſaying more of other concerns, it may 
be fit to mention the population of the pariſh, and ſome 
matters connected with it. To ſave words, and communi- 
cate information as readily as poſhble, recourſe is had to fi- 


gures. 


STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PARISsH oF BUITTLE, BOR 


1793 
Population in 1755, as returned to Dr Webſter, 899 
Ditto in 1793, — — — 0 855 
Decreaſe 44 8 
RELiGious PERSUASIONS. Families. Individuals, 
Members of the eſtabliſhed church 133 678 
Cameronians . - - 16 67 
deceders - - - - 9 34 
Roman Catholics - - E 75 
Epiſcopallss - - 8 1 
Total 177 855 
SEXES. 
Males - - - - 392 
Females - - - * 463 
. Total 855 
AVE- 
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AVERAGES for three years preceding 1793. 
Births = — 24 Average of marriages 
Deaths = 2 for 5 years 
AGEs, 
Perſons under 10 years of age - - 215 
between 10 and 20 - - 168 
— co and 50 — - 343 
— 5o and 70 - - 110 
| "os 


PROFESSIONS AND CoNDITIONS. 


Proprietors of land 


Farmers — 


Smiths — 8 
Joiners - 
Shoemakers 
Tailors - — 
Weavers - 
Maſons - — 
Millers = : 
Houſehold ſervants 
Labouring ditto and cot- 
tagers — 
Clergymen 
Merchant — 
Horſes — 8 
Black cattlte 
Sheep 


16 Apprentices - — 4 
Public-houſe keepers 2 
2 


«I 
— 


School maſters 
Salary of the principal 
ſchoolmaſter L. 10 

Ditto of the ſecond ditto, 

with bed, board, and 
waſhing L.; 

Scholars in the principal 
ſchool - -.- 4 
Ditto in the next ſchool 30 
38 Priſoner for debt 

| Ditto for alledged mur- 
I der, ſince 1790 1 


W © > w wm w 


— WW 


13 


CaTTLE, &c. 


195 Carts - 3 


2299 Ploughs - 67 


752 
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Hoss, RenTs, &c. 


Farm houſes rebuilt within the laſt 10 years « 13 
Cottages ditto - Pp 4 A a 18 
Valued rent in Scotch money - - L. 3445 
Real rent in Sterling - - - 5054 
Miniſter's ſtipead - - - ER 


Commerce. The pariſh of Buittle has no commerce, ex- 
cept what conſiſts in the exportation of barley, oats, pota- 
toes, &c. to England and Glaſgow, and the ſendir g of black 
cattle to the Engliſh markets. After every acceſſion of agri- 
cultural and mechanical knowledge, it is a queſtion but the 
old obſervation on Galloway, and eſpecially this part of it, 
may hold good, . Univer/ſa fecoris quam frumenti fertilior.“ 
More eſpecially of late, many creditable people have conten- 
ded, that the improvement of the breed ot ſheep, and the 
growth of wool, would render this country more valuable ro 
all concerned, than ever it has been heretofore ; perhaps it 
might here be equally tedious and im pertinent to enhance 
the idea. 


Roads, Wied, Sc. — The roads are tolerable, rather be- 
cauſe the ſoil is hard and dry, than becauſe the manage- 
ment of them hitherto has been judicious, or the expendi- 
tures regarding them liberal. There is not one village in all 
the pariſh, nor is there any kind of manufacture. Indeed, 
for many years paſt, the want of fuel ſeems to have acted as 
2 prohibition reſpecting both. Even the veſtiges of foine 
villages, of which we read in the charters of tome eſtates, 
cannot now be diſcerned. Of wood there may be growing, 
and even fit for cutting, at this day, to the value of 10,0c0 l. 
and the late plantations abundantly repay the care and in- 
duitry of the owners. Aſh and oak are the trees moſt com- 

Vor. XVII. R | mon; 
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mon ;—the larix is the favourite plant of the day; but it 
rapid and towring growth renders it.incommodious to be in- 
terſperſed in plantations. It ſeems thus to be threatened 


with exile to the tops of * Even there, few of the ſpe- 
cies fail. 


Schcots, —Knowledge, as to both its ſtate and extent, is as 
reſpectable in Buittle as could well be ſuppoſed, whilſt the 
opportunities of acquiring it are conſidered. There is a 
public ſchool, to which moſt of the children attending it 
travel ſome 2, ſome 3 miles. The ſchoolmaſter is choſen 
from year to year, as it is called, and the only fecurity for 
his ſalary of 10 l. is the good will of the heritors. There 
is alſo a cheaper ſchool, having a ſtipend of 3 l. per annum: 
Thus the whole funds of public inſtruction, for the riſing 
generation, for the whole pariſh of Buittle, are 13 1. Ster- 
ling !—What can be the meaning of this parfimony ? Is it 
from the learned, the well informed, the religious, —or is it 
from the ignorant, „the mole-ey'd, half diſcerning,” and 
conſequently unprincipled, that civil ſociety juſt now ſtands 
in dread ?—From ſome circumſtances, one would think it 
was from the former, 


Poor. —Buittle has no poor's rate, in conſequence few 


Poor, and no travelling beggars. The collections in the 


church, joined to the prudent charity of well diſpoſed per- 
ſons, afford abundant ſupply to thoſe realty in need, —Vaga- 
bond beggars, the ſcum of cities, who beg half-a-crown a 
day to drink it. at night, are pretty numerous, and often 
troubleſome ; nor is the law of the land very ſtrictly execu- 
ted, in repreſſing theſe peſts of ſociety. Indeed, the failure 


of manufactures at preſent, affords them too good an exculc 
for their idleneſs. 


Antiquities 


th: 


N 
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Antiquities. It is now the diſpoſition of the world, (per- 
haps it may not decreaſe), rather to know how things are, 
than how they have been. « Were it proper to ſwell a work 
of uſefulneſs, and to load the page of profitable information 
with urns, coins, calcined bones, unfeſhionable implements 
of ſlaughter, and other precious relics, over which the con- 
jectural tribe of antiquaries rejoice or lament, we might men- 
tion numerous diſcoveries of the kind made hereabouts. On 
ſuch matters few words thall be uſed.—The Ca/tle of Buittle 
is aſſuredly the moſt conſiderable remain of antiquity in the 
pariſh, Some have aflirmed, that it was formerly called the 
Caſtle of Knare, Nare, or Bar-nare, and was the chief refi- 
dence of the Reguli of Galloway. An adjoining hill, nam- 
ed Craig-nair, gives ſome weight to this ſuppoſition. Yet 
when we recollect, how large a diviſion of the Britiſh iſ- 
land ® once bore the name of Gallovidia, or the province of 
the Galwalenſes, (Strath Clyde), and that ſeveral places in 
this great extent of country, both from name and ſituation +, 


& may 


* Buchtrranus enim, non ab alits mado, fed a ſe ipfo diverſus abit, 
ſays Mr Ruddiman. Here that remark would feem to be julti- 
fied, In lib. 1. Buchanan makes Gallovidia to ſignify Gaul in the 
Scotch language, and what but Gauls were the Galwalenfes, or 
Cumbrian Britons ? Ia lib. 5. however, Buchanan makes Gal- 
lovidia a ſingle county, peopled with Hibernian Scotch. Again, 
in lib. 8. he mentions a diſpute between William the Lion, and 
the King of England, as to the vaſſalage of the Lords of Gal- 
loway, and he makes Earl Allan vaſſal to both, on decent 
terms indeed, — The truth is, Buchanan was too buly in ſettling 
kingdoms, to be preciſe as to the limits of counties. Truly 
does that great man ſay 9, % Ita tamen cum iniquitate tem por um 
tconflexerim ut aliquid reſlitiſſe videar.” Even from the haity 
account which he gives, it may well be ſuppoſed, that part of 
the antient Ga/lzvidia lay in Scotland, part in England. 


+ E. G. Botel, now called Bol, in Cumberland, and Barnard 
Caſtle, iv Durham. 


y Buchan. de Jure Regni apud Scetos. 
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may as probably have been the princely reſidence, as the 
Caſtle of Buittle—there is reaſon for our leaving thoſe who 
think themſelves competent, and intereſted in this master, 
to decide, Country clergymen may well be excuſed, for ig. 
norance in concerns very little allied to the ſucceis of their 
labours. Certain it is, however, that the ruins of 3uittle 
Caſtle denote it to have been a place of ſtrength, and even 
magnificence, It now belongs, with its precincts, as -cog- 
tained in the charter, o Mr Murray of Broughton, the re- 
preſentative of the Caillie family. The vaults and -ditches 
of Buittle Caſtle, are all that remain of this proud ſtructure. 
They have baffled the ravages of time for ſeveral centuries, 
and may for ſeveral more. The vaults are covered with 
large aſh trees; and into theſe ſubterrantous parts of the 
Caſtle, no perſon has ever penetrated, though it might be 
done with eaſe and ſafety, probab!. with mach gratification 
to curiolity.— Beſides the Cattle of Buittle, the only other 
remembrance of ages equally rude and remote, which ſhall 
be mentioned here, is one of thofe ruins, commonly called 


virrified 


+ Probably it was built by Allan, Lord of Galloway, huf- 
band to Margaret, the eldeſt daughter of David Earl of Hun- 
tindon, and father of Dervigilda the mother of John Baliol. 
About 7 years ago, there was found in a lump of lime, taken 
from the ruins of the Caſtle, an old coin of yellow metal, a 
ſhade lighter than common braſs. On one fide were inſcribed 
the, names of Nuremberg, and ſeveral other towns in Germany 
or Flanders, with the word Penning, and on the other fide a 
coat of arms ſuppoſed to be imperial. The date of the coin 
was 1220. From this, indeed, nothing concluſive can be affirm- 
ed; only about the year 1220, Earl Allan muſt have been 36 
years of ace, and mult have attained to the meridian of his 
good fortune and power. After belonging to the Baliols, the 
Cummings, the Douglaſes, this Caſtle teems to have become 
the property of the Lennoxes of Caillie. | 


3 4a 2 e we _ 6+ = wet qr. >. 


r oO -: 


—_— I _—_—_ ww — „ 


vitrified forts *. Veſtiges of ſuch buildings are not uncom- 
mon in the lower parts of Galloway. and the ond now allu- 
ded to ſtands on the north-weſt border of Buittle pariſh, 
within a farin called Caf/e-Gorver, which lies along the march 
of Kelton, 


Climate 


* Few people are ignorant of the romantic opinion advan- 
ced and adopted, reipecting thoſe vitrified forts, as they are 
called, namely, that they were ſtructures of dry ſtone, cemented 
and conſolidated through fuſion, which was procured by ſetting 
fire to immenſe piles of green timber, all around the wall or 
caltle that was to be thus i:geniouſly finiſhed. 

The difficulties viſibly attending this theory would not be 
few, if detailed, and may ſafely be teft with men of ſenſe. Suf- 
fice it to ſay, that Caeſar leads us to conjectures fully more pro- 
bable than the above. That author tells us , that the Gauls, 
whom he calls genus ſummae ſolertiae, built almoſt every wall 
with a kind of wooden frames, in which the upright beams were 
placed about two feet from one another, and the void ſpaces 


filled up with ſtone. Caefar commends the invention, as a wail 


thus conſtructed did not eatily yield, either to the ram or to 
fire, But in Scotland, a few centuries ago, it will hardly be 
denied, that mott of the caſtles, not taken by ſcalade, were re- 
Cuced by rolling banks, or huge faſcines of wood, which were 
puſned up to the walls, and then ſet on fire. When one, there. 
tore, lights on a mals of vitritied ſtones, here and there inter- 
ſperſed with fragments of burnt wood, and bits of charcoal, he 
is almoſt as ready to believe, that fire has been employed for 
demoſiſhing, as in ereding the pile, whatever ingenuity may ad- 
vance to the contrary. This obſervation, however, is not offer- 
ed pragmatically. If made before by any body, no doubt it has 
been already decided upon. Speaking farther of the upright 
beams, Caeſar ſays, „revinciuntur intrerſus, et multo aggere ve 
© tiuntur,” Now agger more frequently ſignifies a bank of 
ſtones, than a bank of earth. He obſerves atterwards, that the 
thickneſs of a wall thus formed was very great. Materia 
* perpetuis trabibus, pedis quadragenos plerumgue imtrorſus reviucta.“ 
—Agreeable to this, thefe walls, commonly called vitritied, are 
ever found, in this part of the iſland at leaſt, exceeding thick; 

| h $a whom 


© + De Belle Call. lib. vii. cap. XXII, 
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Climate and Character.— As the ſoil of Buittle is in gener; 
dry, as the air of it is good, and the tract of country it com. 
prehends warm, good health and length of days are corre. 
ſpondent to thoſe aids of both. © Medicina ſumnfa medica. 
* mentis non uti.” With this moſt important maxim of phy. 
ſic, the inhabitants of Buittle are well acquainted, withoy: 
conſulting antiquity. There is a ſurgeon about a mile from 
the border of the pariſh, and an attorney at nearly the ſame 
diſtance, Either, or both of them, will come if fent for, 
but this is as ſeldom as poſſible. Indeed it is juſt rather than 
complimentary, to ſay, that the morals of the inhabitants of 
this pariſh, as ſeldom need the interference of law, as their 
health does the aids of phyſic.— Religion is ſtill reverenced, 
and they eſteem a Chriſtian Church the beſt temple of reaſm. 
To mention politics might be extraneous and petulant, rather 
than ſerviceable to the work for which this article is deſign- 
ed, were it not that it becomes every good citizen, at a time 
like the preſent, to omit nothing that may any wiſe increaſe 
public confidence, or allay capricious innovation. Indepen- 
dent in their ſentiments, and in their circumſtances, the peo- 
ple of Buittle, (like many of the county to which they be. 
long) ſeem neither ſo beſotted as to imagine, that any human 
form of government is without infirmity, nor ſo infatuated 
as to believe, that every thing is wrong in our own, and that 
reformation muſt be ſought in anarchy. The apoſtles of Mr 
Paix ſeemed at one time aſſiduous, and his works, (and 
works of leſs merit too), were as common as the church ca- 
techiſm. They are now forgotten, One idea has of late 

this 
and the inner part reſembling an agge# of ſmall ſtones ; but the 
walls of caſtles muſt have been proportionally more ſlender than 


thoſe of large towns. In either caſe, however, the quantity of 


wood in ſuch buildings muſt have been very great, and fufli 
cient to vitrify many kinds of ſtone, if the wood was once fair. 
ly ſet on fixe. a | 
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more affected the public mind. That ſpirit of unity and in- 
divifibility, that is, of arrogance and depredation, which has 
ſo fatally attracted the fabble of Paris, may prevail in 
Edinburgh or Glaſgow :—Should that be the caſe, the 
peaceable and unarmed inhabitants of the country know 
what awaits them. On this principle, it is believed, more 
national guards might be enliſted in this quarter in one day, 
than all the declamations againſt regal tyranny, or parlia- 
mentary corruption, could aftemble in a twelvemonth, The 
lowering the freehold qualification, and the abrogating or li- 
miting the law of patronage, have been the ultimatum of 
propoſed reformation in this country. 


Difadvantages,—If theſe and the like are ſpeculative and 
imaginary grievances, we have but few real ones to complain 
of, Inſtances, however, of this kind might be given. That 
PENTEZ of the waters, (as modern naturaliſts fay), which is 
manifeſted by the retreat of the ſea on every weſtern coaſt, is 
abundantly remarkable on the ſhores of the Solway Frith, 
Many acres there, which were barren ſand 30 years ago, are 


: now good paſture land; and in the middle of this arm of 
: the ſea, banks or mountains are daily increafing in ſize, ſo 
1 that they will ſoon be iſlands, and will ſoon be arable. The 
i conſequent ſhallowneſs of the Frith, and of the river Urr, 
, renders it therefore impoſſible, that the navigation of the Urr 
can be carried on by veſſels much above 50 tons burden; 


and theſe can only find acceſs at the uſual landing places, 
(and the moſt uſeful), at ſpring tides. Now, as the law 
ſtands, the fees, &c. of the cuſtom-houſe, are as high for a 


veſſel of 50 tons as for one of 500, and as high for a boat 
of 5 tons, as for a loop of 50. In a few years, however, the 


trade of this river muſt be carried on, perhaps, by veſſels as 
{mall or ſmaller than any we have mentioned; and the pro- 
| portioning 
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portioning of cuſtom houſe fees, and the ſhortening of de. 
lays incident or uſual there, will then be objects of corte. 
ſpondent, magnitude. But the STATISTICAL Account ji 
not meant as a magazine of grievances. May providence 


avert greater than we have felt, perhaps than we have im 
gined ! 


The author of this article, having thus noticed every thing 
in the pariſh, where he does his duty, that he conceives help. 
ful to public utility, and connected with the patriotic work 
he would wiſh to ſupport, claims from the reader that in- 
dulgence, in reſpect of literary endowment, which may well 
be looked for, by one who appears in print, from no view of 
profit or of praiſe, but (like many reverend gentlemen) from 
compulſion. Minus aptus acutis naribus—If it is now ac 
cepted, he hopes it may be a while before he has occaſion to 
repeat the above apology. Devoid of thoſe brilliant talents, 
and ill ſupported by that profound erudition, which Doctors, 
Chaplains, and Almoners only poſſeſs, the humble parſon of 
Buittle doubts if he has perſuaded the world, that in his 
humble pariſh, “ all is for the beſt.” Happy ſhould he be, in 


believing, that the ſenſe of the public admitted things to be 
tolerable. 


NUM. 
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PARISH OF CUPAR OF FIFE. 


(CounTY AN SyNoD or FiFE.—PRESBYTERY OS 
CUPAR). 


By the Rev, GrorGE CameBELL, D. D. Miniſter. 
4 


Situation, River, Extent, Oc. 
HE pariſh of Cr Ax is ſituated in the middle of the 
peninſula of Fife. 'The river Eden divides it into 
two parts, It is of an irregular figure, meaſuring from eaſt 
to welt 5 miles, and nearly of an equal extent from north to 
ſouth, 


Etymologies, —The etymology of the name of the pariſh 
is unknown, The names of different places in it are evi- 
dently of Gaelic original; ſuch as PitencrieF, (Gaelic, Pit. 
zan-craobb), Engliſh, the dale; Xingaſt, (Gaelic, ccann-gaifh), 
Engliſh, the termination or ending of the lands of Gaiſg 
or Gaſk ; Pitbladdo, a hollow, named after ſome perſon ; 


Kilmaron, (Gaelic, Cill. Mha-Rain), Engliſh, the cell, or place 


of worſhip of St. Ron or St. Roan z Balaſs, Balgarvie, towns 
named after particular perſons. 


Town of Cupar.— The burgh of Cupar, which is the coun- 
ty town, is beautifully fituated in the center of the pariſh, 
on the northern bank of the Eden, in the ſpot where it 
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forms a junction with the water of St. Mary.—The tow 
boaſts of high antiquity. The Thanes of Fife, from the 
earlieſt times of which any account has been tranſmitted t9 
us, held here their courts of juſtice “. It is at preſent go. 
verned by a provoſt, three bailies, a dean-of-guild, 1 3 guild 


counſellors, who chooſe one another, and 8 trades counſellors 


or deacons, elected by the 8 incorporations.— The town of 
Cupar is the moſt wealthy community in the county of Fite, 
Its annual revenue, at preſent, amounts to 430 l. Sterling, 
In conjunction with the towns of Perth, Dundee, St. An- 
drews, and Fc far, it ſends a commiſſioner to Parliament, 
The revenue ariſing from the poſt · office, in 1763, was 201, 
per quarter; it now amounts to go l. Sterling per quarter. 


Population.— The ;opvlation, which was accurately aſcer- 
tained in the month of June 1793, has jncreaſed greatly 
within theſe 40 years, as appears from the following table: 


PorUL4- 


In the chartulary belonging to the Benedictine Monks of 
Dunfermline, we find a precept by Willelmus, Comes de Rol, 
* juſlitiarius ex parte boreali, marts Scaticani, conſi tutus,“ directed, 
« Davidi de Veniys, vice-comiti de Fyje,”” warranting him to de- 
liver, to the monaſtery cf Duntermline, the eighth part of the 
amercements of Fife, impoſed in the courts held at Cupar, in 
the year 1239. In the rolls of the Parliament, aſſembled in the 
beginning of the reign of David II. may be ſeen the names of 
the Commiſſioners from the royal burgh of Cupar. The town, 
in antient times, depended on the Earls of Fite. The caltle of 
Cupar was the chief reſidence of that powerful family for many 
ages. The town is in poſſeſſion of ſeveral royal charters, con- 
— on them extenſive property, and many valuable priv- 

ges. 
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Males, Females. Total. 
Inhabitants in the town 1464 1671 3135 
in the country 255 312 567 


— _ — — 
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Number of ſouls in both 1719 1983 3702 
Majority of females * - 264 
The return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was 2192 


Increaſe 15 10 


A more particular ſtatement of the number of the inha- 
bitants, ranked according to their different proſeſſions and 
occupations, will be inſerted, along with other articles, in 
the STATISTICAL TABLE, at the concluſion of this ac- 
count, 


Buildings, Sc. —Cupar, eſpecially when approached by 
the turnpike road from the eaſt, has the appearance of a 
neat, clean, well built, thriving town. Ihe ſtreets, within 
the laſt twelve months, have been all completely paved at the 
expence of the corporation. There are no houſes in ruins, 
and none untenanted. Upwards of a third part of the town 
has been rebuilt, during the laſt 25 years, in a neat and 


handſome ſtile, Conſiderable additions have allo been made. 
No 


* The number of females, fo much exceeding that of the 
males, muſt be accounted for chiefly from this circumſtance, 
that the youth of Cupar, at all times forward to engage in the 
military life, are many of them, at preſent, abroad in the ſer- 
vice of their country. The population has advanced rapidly 
cf late years, owing to the extenſion of the linen manufacture, 
and to the increaſed demand for hands employed in ereQting 
new buildings, and in carrying on important and extenſive im 
provements in gardening and agriculture. 


22 


— 39338 $ 
* 5 -- 


% * 
Sas, 
- 


G 
_— 


» 5 P 
So . 1 * * 2 


* 
N Le * ® * 
ran N e. 


- 


149 Statiſtical Account 


No leſs than 70 houſes, chiefly for manufacturers and labou. 
rers, have lately been built on S? Mary's Water, or, as it i; 
called, the Lady Burn. A ſtreet, in a better ſtile, has begun 
to be formed, on the road leading from the bridge on the 
ſouth fide of the town. 


Church. — The parochial church of Cupar, in early times, 
ſtood at a conſiderable diſtance from the town, towards the 
north, on a riſing ground, now known by the name of the 
Old Kirk-yard, The foundations of this ancient building 
were removed by the preſent proprietor, in 1759; and ma. 
ny human bones, turned up in the adjoining field by the 
plough, were collected and buried in the earth. In the year 
1415, this ſtructure had become ruinous, or incapable of ac- 
commodating the numbers who reſorted to it. In the courſe 80 
of that year, the prior of St. Andrews, (the head of all the 
regular clergy in Scotland, and poſſeſſed of immenſe re- 


venues), for the better accommodation of the inhabitants er 
of the town of Cupar, and that the rites of religion b 
might be celebrated with a pomp, gratifying to the taſte of 

the age, erected, within the royalty, a ſpacious and magnifi- r 


cent church. The year in which this erection took place, 1s 
aſcertained by the following extract from the Book of Paiſley: 
* Sal: Hum. 1415. In Cupro de Fyfe fundata eft nova 
ct parochialis ecclefia, quae prius diſtabat a Burgo ad plagam bo- 
& realem.“ This church was built in the beſt ſtile of the 
times, of poliſhed free ſtone, in length 133 feet, by 54 in 
breadth. The root was ſupported by two rows of arches, 
extending the whole length of the church. The oak cou- 
ples were of a circular form, lined with wood, and painted 
in the taſte of the times. In 1785, this extenſive building 
was found to be in a ſtate of total decay, The heritors of 


the pariſh reſolved to pull down the old fabric, and to erect, 
on 
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on the ſame ſite, a church on a more convenient plan. This 
plan they have accordingly carried into execution, at a very 
conſiderable expence; and the new church of Cupar is by 
fir the moſt convenient and elegant ſtructure of the kind, to 
be found at preſent in the county of Fife. It is to be re- 
gretted, however, that the new building was not joined to 
the ſpire of the old church, which Kill ſtands. The veſtry, 
or ſeſſion- houſe, by intervening between the church and 
ſpire, gives a detached and aukward appearance to both. 
The ſpire has always been conſidered as a very handſome 
ſtructure, and appears light and elegant when viewed from 
the eaſt or weſt. It was built by the Prior of St. Andrews, 
in 1415, only up to the battlement. All above that was 
added in the beginning of the laſt century, by Mr William 
Scot “, who was for many years miniſter of Cupar. 


County Room, —During the period in which the church was 
erected, the gentlemen of the county, by ſubſcription, and 
by an aſſeſſment on their valued rents, built on a large ſcale, 
and in the modern taſte, adjoining to the town-houſe, a 
room for their uſe at head courts, for their accommodation 
at balls, &c. A tea-room, and other apartments, have fince 
been added, 


Priſons, —On the oppoſite end of the town-houſe, and under 


the ſame roof, there are apartments of a very different nature, 


not conſtructed for the elegant accommodation of the rich 
and 


This gentleman was of the antient family of BALWEARIE, 
poſſeſſed of a conſiderable eſtate, and a great favourite with 
Archbiſhop Spottiſwood, with whom he paſſed much of his 
time in the neighbouring delightful retreat of Dairſie. He 
died in 1642, in his 85th year, and his remains were interred 
in a handſome tomb, erected by his family, at the weſt end of 
the church-yard. 
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and powerful, and to add to the ſplendour of their « gay. 
« ſpent feſtive nights ;” but calculated for ſecuring and yy. 
niſhing thoſe, who, by their miſconduct or their crimes, hare 
ſubje&ed themſelves to the arm of the law, and which have 
continued, in their preſent form, for ages paſt, the diſmal 
receptacles of the accuſed, the profligate, and the guilty, 
— The priſons of Scotland, (if with propriety we can gie 
that name to the dungeons in which, all over the king. 
dom, criminals are confined), accord but too well with the 
barbariſm which marked and diſgraced that remote pe. 
riod, in which moſt of them were erected, and with that 
ſavage and illiberal ſpirit, which ſeems to have diCtatel 
no inconſiderable part of our criminal code. The pri 
ſon of Cupar, which is the public jail, for the very popu- 
lous and wealthy county of Fife, yields perhaps to none, in 
point of the meanneſs, the filth, and wretchedneſs of its ac- 
commodations, It is, in truth, a reproach to the town in 
which it ſtands, a diſgrace to the county which employs it, 
and a ſtain on that benevolent and compaſſionate ſpirit, which 
diſtinguiſhes and dignifies this enlightened age, and which has 
led it kindly to attend to © the ſorrowful ſighing of the pri 
« ſoner,” to meliorate his ſituation, and ſoothe his woes, 
How would the feelings of the benevolent How arÞD, whe, 
with unparallelled activity, and aſtoniſhing perſeverance, un- 
ſhaken and unterrified, like a kind angel, went through every 
land, demanding and obtaining comfort to the wretched, and 
liberty to the captive How would his feelings have been 
ſhocked, if, in his compaſſionate tour, he had turned aſide 
into the peninſula of Fife, and viſited the cells of Cupar | 
The apartment deſtined for debtors is tolerably decent, and 
well lighted. Very different is the ſtate of the priſon unde: 
it, known by the name of * the Iron-houſe,” in which per: 


ſons ſuſpected of theft, & c. Are confined, This is a dark, 
damp, 
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damp, vaulted durigeon, compoſed entirely of ſtone, without 
a fire-place, or any the moſt wretched accommodation. It 
is iypoſible, indeed, by language, to exaggerate the horrors 
which here preſent themſelves. Into this diſmal receſs, the 
beams of the ſun can with difficulty penetrate. Here * is 
« no light, but rather darkneſs viſible :” A few faint rays, 
entering by an irregular aperture of about 9g inches ſquare, 
barely ſuffice to diſcloſe the horrors of the place. An open- 
ing, or flit, on another fide of the dungeon, thirty inches in 
length by two in breadth, but almoſt filled by a large bar of 
iron, ſerves to admit as much freſh air as merely to prevent 
ſuffocation. As the aſſizes for the county are held at Perth 
only in ſpring and autumn, priſoners have frequently been 
doomed to lie in this cold dungeon, during the rigour of the 
ſevereſt winters, —The conſequences may eafily be appre- 
hended. It is to be hoped, however, that the period is now 
happily arrived, when the landholders of Scotland, having 
more humane ſentiments and enlarged views, than thoſe who 
went before them, will attend to the wretched ſtate of the 
different county jails, and be diſpoſed to follow the example 
of the neighbouring kingdom, in which, of late years, many 
priſons, bridewells, &c. have been erected, on plans of the 
moſt extenfive benevolence, and of the ſoundeſt and moſt 
enlightened policy. A ſum of money, adequate to the ex- 
pence of building a priſon on a modern improved plan; a 
penitentiary-houſe, with accommodations alſo for the deſti- 
tute fick, might, it is believed, without much difficulty, be 
procured in the rich and extenſive county of Fife, were a few 
men of rank and public ſpirit to patronize and ſupport the 
benevolent attempt. Were the ſum to be levied from the 
three different orders of men, who are chiefly to be benefit- 
ed by the new erection, namely landholders, manufacturers, 
and farmers, the proportion neceſſary to be advanced by in- 

dividuals 
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dividuals would appear but ſmall, and the burden would 
ſcarcely be felt by the county. Perhaps they could adopt 
no plan which promiſes to be of ſo much public utility, A 
meaſure of this kind will appear every day of more preſſing 
neceſſity, when the Bridewell now building at Edinburgh 
ſhall be finiſhed, If Fife takes no ſtep to defend itſelf againſt 
the influx of pickpockets, ſwindlers, &c. which may natu- 
rally be expected, it will become the general receptacle of 
ſturdy beggars and vagrants; and the riſing induſtry of the 
county muſt be expoſed to the depredations of the deſperate 
and the profligate, from every quarter *. 


Manufactures.— In Cupar, and the neighbouring country, | 
a conſiderable manufaQture of coarſe linens has been eſta na 
bliſhed. They conſiſt chiefly of yard. wide, as they are com. ful 
monly named, for buckram, glazed linens, &c, There alſo re 
they manufacture Oſnaburghs, tow ſheetings, and Sileſias, ni 
About 500,000 yards are annually ſtamped in Cupar, which 
amount in value to about 20,000 1. Sterling. Cupar being 
the principal market in Fife for brown linens of the above 
deſcription, webs from the adjoining country, to the value of 
more than 20,0001. come to be ſold there, All theſe are 
purchaſed with ready money, and ſent to London, Glaſgow, 
and other markets, —The linen merchants in Cupar pay an- 


nually 


* Though, in deſcribing the priſons of Cupar, the writer may 
have been led to adopt terms ſeemingly harſh and ſevere, yet 
he means not to convey, in the moſt diſtant manner, refletions 
or cenſure on any body of men, or on any individual. He has 
frequently had occafion to praiſe the humanity of thoſe, to 

whoſe care priſoners at Cupar are committed, and to witnels 
every kind attention paid to them, which the nature of the 
place in which they are confined would permit. He only wiſt- 
ed to embrace the opportunity, which the preſent publication 
affords, of turning the attention of the county, to objects which 
he deems extremely intereſting and important to ſociety. 
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mally to the manufacturers and weavers, betwixt 40,000 l. 
and $0,000 |, here are at preſent in the pariſh 223 looms, 
employed chiefly in making linens of the deſcription given 
above.—There are two tan-works in Cupar, where confider- 
able quantities of leather are manufaftured,—The demand 
for ſaddlery from the ſurrounding country is increaſed of late 
years, in an extraordinary degree, and is ſupplied from the 
work-ſhops at Cupar. The bleaching field on the Eden is 
in good repute. The brick and tile work has long been pro- 
fitable to the proprietors, and ſtill continues to thrive, but is 
not yet able to anſwer the great demand for tiles. 


Oblactes to their ſucceſs, —Cupar, though enjoying many 
natural advantages; though ſituated in the midſt of a plenti- 
ful country; on a river that never ceaſes, even in the ſeve- 
reſt drought, to flow in abundance; in the immediate vici- 
nity of lime, free-ſtone, and coal, yet poſſeſſes no conſider- 
able manufacture, that of linen excepted,— [his want of at- 
tention, induſtry, and exertion in the inhabitants, in impro- 
ving the happy ſituation in which they are placed, may, in a 
great meaſure, be aſcribed to the two following cauſes. In 
the firſt place, burgh politics have ever operated here as a fatal 
check to induſtry. A ſucceſſion of conteſted elections have 
introduced, and, it is to be feared, confirmed, among the 


members of the incorporations, habits of idleneſs, diffipation, 


and vice, Miſled by that ſelf importance, which the long 
expected return of the burgh canvaſs beſtows ; ſeduced by 


the flattering attentions and promiſes of the great; accuſto- 


med to the plenty and coviviality of the tavern, open to him 
at all hours, the tradeſman learns to deſ»iſe the moderate 
profits ariſing from the regular performance of his accuſto- 
med toil: He quits the path which alone could have con- 
Cutted him to peace, and comfort, and independence ; he 

Vol. XVII. T ſeldom 
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ſeldom viſits his work-houſe or his ſhop, and when the elec, 
tion has at length taken place, and the ſcenes, which had 6 
much engrolled and faſcinated him, have vaniſhed, he awakes 
to ſolitude and want, and, with extreme difficulty, can pre- 
vail on himſelf again to enter on the rugged taſks of patient 
induſtry, But the ſuccefs of manufactures in Cupar ha 
hitherto been retarded by another cauſe, of a very different 
nature, the great expence of land carriage. St. Andrew', 
Leven, Newburgh, and Dundee, are the neareſt ſea-ports, 
though all of them are diſtant 9 Engliſh miles. Thus the 
manufacturer muſt bring to Cupar the raw materials he uſes, 
at a very heavy expence; and his different articles, when fs 
niſhed, cannot be again conveyed to the fea ſhore, but at an 
additional charge. | 


Advantages to be derived from a Navigable Canal. Jo en- 
able the induſtry of the inhabitants to riſe ſuperior to this 
natural diſadvantage, it has been ſuggeſted, that a navigable 
canal might be formed, nearly in the courſe of the Eden, as 
high as Cupar. The river falls into the ſea about 9 miles 
below the town. The greater part of the channel is already 
navigable. Ihe tide riſes as high as Lydox Mill, little more 
than 3 Engin miles from Cupar. The fall from the town 
is very gradual, and to the place to which the tide riſes, 
thought not to be more than 26 feet. It is thus evident, 
that a navigable canal might be formed, as far as Cupar, at 
no very formidable expence. The advantages to be derived 
from this cut, to the inhabitants of the town and of the 
neighbouring country, would be great indeed, and could not 
be eatily calculated, Cupar is already the ſtore-houſe, to an 
extenſive tract of country, for iron, tar, ropes, bricks, tiles, 
wines, ſpirits, graſs ſeeds, ſoap, candles, tobacco, tea, ſugar, 
fruits, and all kinds of groceries. The ſaving in the carriage 
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of theſe articles, to thoſe who deal in them, ſuppoſing the 
conſumption to be no greater than it already is, would be 
immenſe. Vaſt advantages would likewiſe be experienced 
by Cupar and its vicinity, in the eaſier rate at which they 
would be ſupplied with timber and lates for building, now 
brought, at a very great expence, from St. Andrew's, Dun- 
dee, &c.; by the farmers on both ſides of the river, in the 
convenient ſupply of lime and other manures ; and by all 
ranks, in the reduction of the price of that expenſive, 
but neceſſary article of daily conſumption, coal. Scotland 
has at laſt opened her eyes, to the vaſt advantages to be 
derived to her commerce and agriculture, from the eaſe 
and ſmall expence of water carriage. She now follows, with 
ſpirit and ſteadineſs, the bold and ſucceſsful ſteps of her ſiſ- 
ter kingdom; and when thoſe canals, on a grand ſcale, which 
are now carrying on, ſhall be finiſhed, it is to be hoped, that 
this cut on the Eden, will be one of the firſt, on a more 
humble plan, to be adopted and executed, 


Ecclefiaftical State. The diſtrict of Cupar formed a pariſh 
in early times, when the great parochial diviſions of Crail, 
Kilrenny, Kilconquhar, St. Andrew's, Leuchars, and a few 
others, comprehended all the eaſtern part of the county. 
The ſmall pariſh of St. Michael's, lying on the ſouth of the 
Eden, was joined to that of Cupar in the beginning of the 
laſt century. The church belonging to the pariſh ſtood on 
that beautiful ſpot, now known by the name of St. Michaela 
Hill. Human bones are ſtill occaſionally diſcovered in the 
field, when the operations of huſbandry are going forward, 
The ruins of a ſmall chapel, ſituated near the caſtern boun- 
dary of the lands of Kilmaron, were to be ſeen not many 
years ago. 


The church of Cupar is collegiate, The King is patron 
of 
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of both charges. The ſtipend, annexed to the firſt, conſiſt 
of 8; chalders of meal and grain, and about 25 J. in money, 
with a ſmall glebe. Of the grain and meal, there are only 
paid, within the pariſh of Cupar, 19 bolls. The ſtipend of 
the ſecond miniſter is about 10001. Scotch. There is no 
manſe belonging to either of the miniſters, 


Religious Perſuaſons,—Till within theſe few months, there 
has always been an Epiſcopal meeting-houſe in Cupar, having a 
fixed paſtor reſiding in the town, or in the immediate vici- 
nity. At preſent the people of that perſuaſion, who are 
now reduced to a very ſmall number, aſſe mble for public 
worſhip only occaſionally, when the Epiſcopal miniſter from 
Pittenweem preſides. The ſect of Relief have a meeting- 
houſe in Cupar, built in 1769. The number of members in 
the pariſh, belonging to this congregation, cannot eaſily be 
aſcertained, as they are in a ſtate of conſtant fluctuation. 
There are alſo a few Burghers and Antiburghers, who be- 
long to the congregations who meet at Ceres and Rathillet, 
Adout 7 or 8 perſons aſſemble on the Lord's Day, in a 
private houſe in town, tor the purpoſes of devotion ; but 
their principles and mode of worſhip are not known.—lt is 
pleaſant to conclude this derail of the religious perſuaſions 
which prevail in this place, with remarking, that the ſecta- 
ries in Cupar live on good terms with their neighbours, the 
members of the Eſtabliſhed Church;—that their different opi- 
nions in religion ſeldom interrupt the ſocial intercourſe of 
life, or prevent them from doing kind offices to one another; 


— that a more liberal and benevolent ſpirit begins at laſt to 


prevail; and that, except among a few, that gloomineſs of 
aſpect, that bitterneſs of ſpirit, and that fierceneſs of zeal, 
which in former times marked and diſgraced the different 
ſects, arc, at the preſent day, bappily unknown, : 


Peer, 
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Por Though the pariſh of Cupar is very populous, yet, 
during the laſt 20 years, there have never been, at any time, 
more than from 4 to 7 beggars belonging to it. The num- 
ber of begging poor is at prefent 5. The number of poor 
houſe-hoiders. however, is very conſiderable. Fifteen receive 
from the kirk-ſeſſion a weekly allowance, proportioned to 
their various claims A far greater number are ſupplied oc- 
caſionally. Parochial aſſeſſments, for the maintainance of 
the poor, in this part of the kingdom, are yet unknown; 
yet a more decent and adequate proviſion is made for the 
ſupport of rhe indigent in Cupar, than in moſt pariſhes, 
perhaps, where theſe obtain, and where the population is 
equally great. The poor receive annually, collected at the 
doors of the church, between 701 and 80 l.; and 16 1. as 
the intereſt of a fund in money, which has long been their 


property. — Ina building which ſtands near to the church, 


known by the name of the Alms- Houſes, and under the ma- 
nagement of the kirk ſeſſion, a few aged and infirm women 
are lodged, and, in part, {upported, out of the above fund,— 
But, beilues the conſiderable ſupplies, which the poor thus 
receive from the ordinary parochial fund, they are indebted 
to the liberal ſpirit of public bodies, and to the compaſſion 
of individuals, for effential and ſeaſonable ſupport The 
town of Cupar, greatly to their credit, give liberally out of 
the revenue of the burgh, to the indigent and diſtreſſed. 
The incorporations, too, as far as their ſcanty funds will per- 
mit, contribute to the relief of their decayed members. A 
ſociety. has been formed. among tradeſmen and mechanics, 
which has the happieſt effects. By contributing, when in 
health, a very ſmall ſum weekly, they provide for their 


ſupport in fickneſs and old age. The ladies of ſeveral 
of the principal heritors of the pariſh, who conſtantly 
pelide in it, have each of them their liſt of weekly pen- 

ſionery 
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fioners, to whoſe wants they kindly and regularly attend; and 
other individuals are not more diſtinguiſhed by their rank and 
opulence, than by their extenſive charity, and exemplary bene. 
volence *,—It may be ſaid with the ſtricteſt regard to truth, 
(and to the honour of the humanity of the age, and of the 
place, it ought indeed by no means to be concealed), that ng 
caſe of private diſtreſs is made known, which does not here 
meet with kind ſympathy, and inſtant relief; that no time 
of general ſcarcity occurs, which does not bear teſtimony to 
the virtue of individuals, and call forth the moſt benevolent 
exertions. Theſe acts of beneficence are by no means pecu- 
liar to thoſe of high rank, and in affluent circumſtances ; in- 
ſtances of compaſſion to the afflicted, and of relief extended 
to the indigent, frequently occur among thoſe placed in the 


 humbler walks of life, which do honour to themſelves and 


to humanity, 


— 


Vagrant Beggars. — Though the town of Cupar may be 
ſaid 


In the year 1782, the price of meal roſe to an enormous 
height. That the poor wight be enabled to purchaſe their uſual 
ſupply, the ſeſſion added to their ordinary diſtributions the ſum 
of 501. the ſavings of former years. They divided alſo to the 
neceſſitous 251. raiſed for their uſe by the humane and benevo- 
Jent, by the laudable and efficient ſcheme of a ſub/cription ball. 
Owing to theſe, and ſome other donations of leſs conſideration, 
the poor in Cupar were happily preſerved from the preſſure of 
want, during that year of general diſtreſs. —-In the courſe of the 
laſt wintner, (1793), coals, all over the kingdom, were extreme- 
ly ſcarce and high priced. That the poor might not ſuffer 
from the want of fuel, and that coals might be ſold to them at 
the ordinary rate, the town of Cupar generouſly gave 20 gui. 
neas, to aſſiſt in reducing the price of this neceſſary article. A 
nobleman, who probably would not wiſh his name to be men- 
tioned, ſent to the town 15 guineas to purchaſe coals for the 
poor. The reſiding heritors of the pariſh alſo liberally contri- 
buted to the ſame benevolent purpoſe. One gentleman gave 5 
Zuineas, another 3, &c, | 


of Cupar of Tife, 191 


faid to have almoſt no begging poor belonging to it, yet there 
is no town perhaps in Scotland, of the ſame extent, where 
a greater number are daily ſeen infeſting the ſtreets. Cupar 
being the principal thoroughfare, on the great turnpike road 
leading through the county of Fife, and no plan being ſtea- 
dily followed, to prevent the numerous vagrants paſſing from 
north to fouth, and from ſouth to north, to beg the whole 
round of the town, the inhabitants are daily ſubjected to their 
importunities and extortions. To the difgrace of the police alſo, 
ſeveral houſes are till to be found in Cupar, that harbour the 
idle and the profligate, from whatever quarter they come, 
In the day they prowl in the neighbouring country, giving 
out, that they are poor from the pariſh of Cupar, and beg 
or plunder by turns, as opportunities offer. At night, 


they return to the infamous receptacles which they had left 


in the morning, diſpoſe there of their ſpoils, and riot and ca- 
rouſe, at the expence of the ſimple, the ſober, and the in- 
duſtrious. In truth a ſum of money could not be laid out 
by the community ſo frugally, or ſo much to the advantage 
of the town and of the neighbourhood, as in hiring a per- 
ſon, whoſe ſole buſineſs it ſhould be to prevent foreign poor 
from begging in Cupar, and to apprehend all vagrant ſtran- 
gers, who cannot give a proper account of themſelves. | 
It is hoped, that it will not be deemed improper, or in any 
degree diſreſpectful to the laws and conſtitution of the coun- 
try, to conclude this article with obferving, that the acts of 
the Parliament of Scotland, intended to operate for the re- 
gulation and maintenanee of the poor, are many of them be- 
come of little uſe, and inapplicable to the preſent ſtate of ſo- 
ciety, Whoever has lived in England; whoever has paid 
attention to the legal proviſion made in that country, for the 
maintenance of the poor; whoever has witneſſed the for- 
midable amount to which the tax in ſome diſtricts riſes, how 
| fatally 
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fatally it ſometimes operates, as an encouragement to idle 
neſs; and check to induſtry z whoever has paid attention to 
theſe circumſtances, would never wiſh to ſee poor rates eſta. 
bliſhed in Scotland, Yet, every one who has been, during 
any confiderable length of time, concerned in the manage. 
ment of a pariſh fund in this country, muſt frequently, from 
the impertection and inconfiſteacy of our acts of Parliament 
relating to this bufineſs, have felt himſelf difficulted, and 
muſt have wiſhed for a new law, containing proper regula- 
tions on this ſubject, ſo very important and intereſting to ſo- 
ciety—particularly for a ſtatute, defining accurately theſe 
two points : | W n git? e 
1/, Who are the poor, or who are they who have a le- 


gal claim to maintenance in a pariſh? - 
2dly, Who are the fole and legal adminiſtrators of the 
funds belonging to the poor * ? | WR 7 0 


| Schools, —The ſchools of Cupar meet in a convenient and 
e | io 733Gon!cl + hands 
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»The arguments againſt the, eſtabliſhment af paor's rates, 
Have often been ſtated to the public. It is unneceſſary here to 
repeat them. From what has been repretented; with reſpect to 
the See the eat (opapgtit — — 
cent proviſion may be made for the indi 6 t; A; ing 
a practice, that has been attend HS he! Fee, Frcs 
wherever /t has been eſtabliſhed.” ! 1tht kh&hoHers of Stot- 


land underſiang their own intereſt gif aheꝝ ehtemam a deep and 
grateful ſenſe of the prudence, and purity, agg eg 
| the Iu 


of miniſters urid kirk. ſeſſions, in the thanagement © 


belonging to the poor intruſted to their eat ; if they are inte · 
reſted in the gomfort of thoſe with, VI welfare their own 
lle 


8 intimately connected - ey reprobate paro- 


proſper 


ehial aſſeſſnents, and all their baleful conſequences to fociety, 


key e beatz fallow —— plans which, 3 
Tiles, can prevent their eſtabliſhment—they will regularly cor. 
tridvte, 105 ie Lord's Day. to the relief of the poor in thoſe 
Pariſhes where their property lies, whether they feſide or not, 
and whether or not they attend public worſhip. 
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a handſome building, erected in the year 1727, by the Magi- 
to ſtrates and Council, who are patrons, in a very pleaſant and 


* airy ſituation, on the Caſtle-hill. The houſe is divided into 
two apartments, which have ſeparate entries, and which have 
e⸗ no communication with each other. In the one are taught 
| Latin, French, Geography, &c.; in the other, Engliſh, writ- 
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nt ing, arithmetic, book- keeping, menſuration, &c. The rec- ; 
ad tor of the grammar ſchool has a ſalary of 30 l.; the maſter 
la of the Engliſh ſchool, a ſalary of 17 1. Both are paid by | 


the town, The fees paid by the ſcholars, as regulated by 
the Town Council, are 38. per quarter for Latin, 1s. 6d. 
for Engliſh, 2 8. for writing and arithmetic, beſides dues paid 
at the new year and Candlemas, The ſchool of Cupar has, 
in different periods, been in high repute; and, from the at- 
tention, ardour, and abilities of the preſent teachers, bids 
fair to attain its antient celebrity, 
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Climate, Diſeaſes, c. — The inhabitants of Cupar juſtly 
boaſt of the ſalubrity of the air in which they breathe. Si- 
tuated in the dry bottom of a delightful vale, bleſſed with many 
abundant ſprings of the pureſt water, waſhed by the river 
Eden on the ſouth, and the ſtream of St. Mary on the 
north, fenced from the violence of every tempeſt, by the 
green and fertile hills which almoſt encircle the town, and 
bound the plain of Eden, they often enjoy a happy exemp- 
tion from thoſe diſeaſes which lurk in marſhy diſtricts, and 
which frequently viſit and afflict tracts of country, at no 
very conſiderable Giftance, The running waters, which ne- 
ver ceaſe to fill the channels of the Eden, no doubt, in a 
particular manner, contribute to the health of the inhabi- 
tants, and to the beauty of the ſurrounding region. The pla- 
cid ſtream of the river, and the ſcenery, which diverſiſies 
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and adorns its banks, long ſince touched the imagination of 
the Poet *, and found a place in his ſong, 


& Arva inter nemoriſque umbras, et paſcua laeta 
& Lene fluens, vitreir, labitur EDEN, aquis.” 


The view from the Caſtle-hill. though it cannot boaſt of he. 
ing extenſive, yet, in point of richneſs. beauty, and variety, 
yields perhaps to few proſpects which are purely in1:nd, On 
al! ſides, the chearful aſpect of a cultivated and thriving 
country meets the eye. Numerous f. rm houſes ſtud ud 
enliven the ſurrounding gentle accliviries At vario. dif. 
tances, buildings of a more magnificent form, elegant and 
{tately villas, tower on the riſing gr yds t It may with 
truth be affirmed, that diſeaſes have ſeldom proved epide- 
mic in Cupar. Few infanis now die of the (mall pox. as in0- 
culation, under the direction of excellent practitioners, 
daily gains ground. Many of thoſe. who are cut off in the 
early period of life, ſeem to fall victims 10 2 cruel and fatal 
diſeaſe, til of late but ſeldom noticed by phy fic ans, the 
croup, or inflammation of the wind- pipe. It belongs to 
others to attempt to account for the frequency of this diſ- 
temper. —The vale in which Cupar is fituated, Though pol- 
lefling many ady antages, is  foraetitnies vt oy dreadful 


ot Us thunder 


G en 

+ Attrafted by the pleaſant and healthful binden of the 
vale in which the town ſtands, our kings, when they lived in the 
neighbouring palace of Faikland, placed (ſays the current tra- 
dition) the 'tamily nurſery at Cupar and the royal children 
had apartments fitted up for them, in the religious, houſe be- 
longing to the Benedictines, adjoining to the caſtle, now the fe- 
N of the 710 L Elizabeth Anſtruther. 
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thunder ſtorms. Fatal accidents from lightning have fre- 
quently been experienced *, 


Lingevity.—Many in the pariſh of Cupar have attained, if 
not to the utmoſt period of human life, yet to a very great 
longevity. It is not to be doubted, that in every place, and 
in every age, perſons have frequently reached a length of 
days far beyond the period allotted to the ordinary race of 
mortals. But we are diſpoſed to give too ealy faith to the 
many inſtances which are publiſhed to the world, from every 
quarter, of perſons having attained to extreme old age, from 
that love of the marvellous which is natural to man, and 
from that fond deſire of protracting life to the utmoſt ſpan, 
which, in defiance of the tuver diftates of reaſon, and the 
frequent checks of experience, we fooliſhly and obſtinately 
cheriſh, Whoever will take the trouble to inquire minute- 
ly into the hiſtory of thoſe, within the circle of his own ac- 
quaintance, who have died i in advanced age, and who have 
been reported, in every publication of the day, to have 
reached their hundredth, or hundred and tenth year, will 
find, that in truth, in almoſt every inſtance, conſiderable de- 
ductions muſt be made from the exaggerated account. Who. 
ever attends to the numerous inſtances of longevity, colleg- 
ted by the late Dr Fothergiil, muſt be ſenſible, that the evi- 

dences 


* On the 3oth of April 1735, a black- ſmith, while employed 
in ſhoeing a horte before the door of his work ſhop, was struck 
down in the ltrret, and infautly expired. On the zii of Sep- 
tember 1787, the inhabitants were alarmed by a tr.;aendous 
peal. Every perſon trembled, While he inquired atter the fate 
of his children and his domigſtics The melancholy 04/4485 were 
inſtantly ſpread over the town, that four men ad becy. killed 
in the old correction houſe, at that time uſed as a wg ſhop. 
Two of the four, though icverety ſtunned and waunded, gra- 


dualiy recovered, The other two were found witacut any re- 
mains of lite. | 
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dences on which they are made to reſt, newſpapers and 
other periodital publications, are hy no means entitled to the 
attention and belief of a ſincere inquirer after truth. Even 
the great Lord Verutam, when writing on this ſubject, loſes 
that acuteneſs, ſagacity, and ſtrength of mind, which he 
ufually diſplays, and deſcends to the level of the weakeſt, 
the moſt ſanguine and credulous, of the ſpeculating Philoſo- 
Phid trihe. He ſeems to give credit to the accounts record. 
ed by Pliny, in his natural hiſtory, of 124 perſons, who, in 
the.xcign of Veſpaſian, were found in that diſtrict of Italy, 
lying between the Appenine mountains and the river Po, 
who had all lived beyond the age of 100, and many of them 
to their hundred and thirtieth, or hundred and fortieth yeat. 


Notwithſtanding the many amuſing hiſtories, which have 


been given to the public, of the vigour and feats of thoſe 
who are now alive in this country, and who have paſſed the 


hunt th Fear of their agt, Yet mould any one undertake 


711 


to produce. latisfying evidence, that there, are ave perſons 


only fn ad. county in which” ne refldes, who" have reached 


this ektkenie "dhe, | he would find hiqmſelf engaged. in a diff · 
n probably. fruilels ane „„ The annexed in- 
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19 8 © regitter of burials holonging.to. * pariſh of Cupar 
Wing cory is made: “ Buried, is . December 1577 
ENB&4 H aged 107 TATE [ads 1 


> _ N neighbourh ood/ that tha ee! ,whole Babes 

1 0 way and who bad be e er Preton, 
Eg; chbrag, Was, at the time of WR: 106 r 107 
Yea 4 friends, when talking - the, lepgth of days to 


which ſhe i A. attained, never. ailed to boalt,.t that. 5 8 one 
een bene who graced, the Conrt af the Dake 

or 955 wy" WE 5 reſided in the palace of Holytood-houſe, in 
th, rather | 'barles II. Upon. 1 moſt accurate 
0 gf howeyer, o every circumſlauce that could be tra- 
Ra to he age bf this female, who had long ſurvived 
hex Eatemporaries, it has been found, that ſhe had but jut 

ech eted her 99th year, 
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ſtances of longevity, however, in the pariſh of Cupar, may 
be relied on as perfectly authentic *. 


Antiquities) 


* Janes Wenyss, Eſq; of Winthank, who was born in the 
beginning of 1696, died in the month of March laſt, (1993) in 
his 98th year. This gentleman, whoſe ſtature did not exceed 
the common ſize, but who was handſome and well made, poſſeſs 
ſed a very uncommon degree both of bodily and mental vi- 
goür. Through the whole of life, he never failed to riſe in the 
morning at an early hour; was frequently on horſe-back; was 
no enemy to the free circulation of the glaſs, though, upon the 
whole, be might juſtly be ſaid to be regular and temperate. 


He poſſeſſed, in an eminent degree, the politeneſs peculiar to the 


laſt age, and long remained a venerable ſpecimen of the antient 
ſchool of idee He was the only pexſon, the writer of theſe 
ſtatements ever knew, who retained, in extreme old age, the 


lame uſe of all the memal facdlties, which had been the poſſeſ. 


ſion n enjoyment of ybuth and manhood. Whenche was ups 
wards of go, he not only regularly amuſed. himſelf, ſeyeral hours 
every day, with N 5 Fartichhiir Megs ban could give 
a diſtinQ account of the ſubjech te HIER he was Girecting his 
attention, Hejhadigever; in the courſe of his long life, been 
confined to his bed a lingle day by ſickneſs. And even when 
he began to feel ee tale approaches of age, and decays of 
nature, he was in 4 great meaſure exempted from the weak- 
neſſes and ſufferings incidental to this mournful period. Though 
he was born in one century, and lived to ſee almoſt the conelu- 
ſion of the next, jan ought to have paſſed through the ſę- 


ves ages of humandlfe marked by the Poet, vet the deferip- 
tien o the kat ftage! given'by the bard of nature, Was by ug 
means es poem dbncluding period of his exiltetice.” © He 
never, üüdesdf Feathied the “ laſt feene of all, that efids the 


* range, eventfülhiffory of man, ſecond childifhinefs, at mere 


oblivion” | Atrsecked at Hit by the reſiſttefs power ot 


he retited to his dine; and, after a confinement of 4, day 55 


yielded to the uverſal law of nature. 


The veticrable'Sir Ronzer Pres ron, late miniſter in the Ert 
charge at Cupar, died in September 17 . 4 f 'com- 
51 e & fibft Uh! pit 

ted a mimtter of the church at Arbirtor, in the county 'of2! * 
3%, and outlived, during the courſe of feverat years, all tie 


pleted the ſixryfirft year of his miniſtrr. 


members 


%% 134 boi! 


— 4 nne v as. Wh — 1 * * ” ? T = —_ 
Wa 34 Is 1e T5. e ;4 . n * renn 2 * _ 2 Y F io » OE . "SS : 
r by EY - 499 $4 ow * * I in 2. N n. — . * gn . * — 4 = * * wh 29, 
"CS 8 N N 8 3 . NE... . 2 2 — — — 4 2 — — 2 
22 FO Fg - ES + "7. . * 3 T7 * 5 - 
r RR ol &. * 2 n err —— n. 2 n 12 N 


4 _— 


n - mY * 
42 EOS 
4. Sr N 3 I. * 


r 
5 22. 
— # Mn the | 


159 Statiſtical Account 


Antiquities. —The pariſh of Cupar affords little to intereſt 
or to gratify the antiquarian 7.— Cairns of ſtones, or tumuli, 
containing the remains of human bodies, are frequent in thi; 


diſtrict, 


members of the ſynod of Angus and Mearns, though they 
amounted to no leſs a number than 80.—_Mr William Miller 
of Star, and Mr Alexander Melvil of Kilmaron, were borm in 
Cupar in the courſe of , the ſame year, and lately died in it, at 
no great diſtance of time from each other, about the age of 90. 
The union of the laſt of theſe two with his wife had ſubſiſſed 
upwards of 60 years —David Brown weaver, and his wife, who 
both lately died, had lived in the married ſtate during the ſame 
uncommon length of time —There were living, about 10 years 
ago, 5 men in the town of Cupar, all conſiderably upwards of 
o, and who all died nearly about the ſame time, viz. Walter 
Wasen, muſician, 96 years old; David Briigh, gardner, 95 
John Lorimer, weaver, 94; James Ahderfon, wright, 91; 
and Lumiſdain, day-labouret, 92. The firſt of theſe, 
Walter Douglas, Who died in his gyth year, was town-drum- 
mer, had ſerved the corporation in that capacity 74 years, 
and, at the time of his death, might perhaps have been juſtly 
acconhted the oldeſt office-bearer in the kingdom. He was 
of low ſtatute, but broad cheſted and well bvilt. Through the 
whole of life, he could only command coarſe and ſcanty fare, 
and knew none of the advantages of warm and comfortable 
Yodging. Angling was his favourite amuſement, and he con- 
tinued to fiſh on the river till „ ithin a littla ef his death. He 
was of a family in the town, who had long been noted for their 
longevity: His brother John died nearly of the ſame'age with 
himſelf, after having buried a fon upwifds of 72. Some Qof the 
fame name ſtill reſide in the town, who preſerve a ſtriking like. 
nefs to the family, who paſſeſs the ſame robnft "(appearance and 
erbat Tine) and who bid fair to equal the age of their fa- 
thers. i Ane £99321 ; OD UOND DOS AMON {401 | 


»In levelling a piece of ground, in order to form the turn: 
Pike rbad that leads trom Cupar to the eaſt, there were lately 
found in the vieinity of the aſtle- hill, ſeveral ſtone coffins con- 
taiming human ſkeletons. The coffins were adorned with the 
figures of Warriors, radely ſculptured, and covered with un. 
knbwn characters- Eagliſh'and French coins, of conſiderable 
afitiquity, have been dug up, in removing the rubbiſh from the 
ground where the Caſtle once ſtood, 
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diſtrict, fimilar to thoſe found in many different parts of the 


country. 


Carſlogie Houſe. —The houſe of Carflogie, diſtant about a 
mile from Cupar, on the road that leads to the weſt, is the 
moſt antient family ſeat in the pariſh. It had been original- 
y intended for a place of ſecurity and ſtrength, Colonel 
Clephane, the preſent proprietor of Carſlogir is the 2oth of 
that name, who, in regular deſcent, has poſſeſſed the 
eſlate + In a fieid adjoining to the houſe of Carſlogie, and 
pear to the public road which leads from Cupar to the weſt, 

the 


* One of theſe, yas lately opened on the heights of Middle- 
held, about an \.nglich mile to rhe uorth eaſt of Cupar, u which 
were fonnd leveral urns Gl, baked clay. inclo ien bis athes,of 
dne warriors of a, diſtant age. Tha! the urns were not Roman, 
1ppcared from the natiire wt, the, initruments. of war, placed by” 
the fide of them he heads ef the baitle.axes were torm-4, of 
a very hard ſtone, of a white colour, neatly ſhaped, and: aicely 
carved and poliſhed, _L hee arms, mult have been, gy: ogg. by 
a rude people, itrangers the ule Of en. TwWo of: victe bats 
tle-axes are in the poſſeſſion of a genteman in Capar,. The 
ipot where theſe umuli had, been formed, from the remains 
o ram parts that had ſurrounded, it, ſe:ms ta have been. in 
ſome remote period, a military ſtation of conſdęerable impor. 
tance ; and to hayc been a height well, adapted for that puz-, 


1 


al and 0 _— ©cþ. hills, on the welt. EA 1518 „ttt 


poſe, commanding a Very extenſive proſpect to the ocean on the 


34 141i iii ON% TW) 34 (4, 9h 91 Vit orga 9m it 

+ The, Cusrnanys,, Who for many. ages have been proprie- 
tors at the; Caltle and che ſurrounding grounds, in times gf har 
bara, confulion, and diſorder, often leagued with the neigh- 
buu1ing ancient family of the Scots of Scotſtarvet, who inha- 
bited a ſtrong tower, (Scotſtarvet Tower), Which is ſtill entire, 
lau ted about two Engliſh mis ſouth from Carſlogie· Oa the 
Appearance of an nemy. barns. from the battlements of the 
Caltie tom which tc. hottie force as firſt deſcried, anngun- 
cd us approach, and the quarter trom whence: it was advan- 
eing ; and both families, with their dependents, wereri qo pa 
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the ſtately and venerable remains of an aſh, which for ſere. 


ral centuries has retained the name of the Zug Tree“, ſtrikes 
the eye of the traveller. 


Garlie Bank. — The Garlie Bank, the property of James 
Wemyſs, Eſq; of Winthank, fituated to the ſouth of Cupar, 
and the higheſt ground in the pariſh, has been rendered fa. 
mous by the treaty ſigned there, on the 13th of June 1559, 
betwixt the Duke of Chattelrault, and Monſieur D'Oyſel, 


commanding the army of the Queen regent, and the Farl of 
Argyle, 


under arms. There is a charter belonging to the family, bear: 
ing that Duncaxus, Comes de Frre, confirmat Joranxi de 
4 CLEPHANE, ef haeredibus, totam terram de Cleſelogie, et de Eri. 
56 therrogewale, ( Uthrogyle), adeo /ibere, ficut Davin de Cit. 
<< PHANE, pater efus, et predeceſſoret, eas tenuerunt. Teflibus Domi. 
* no Alexandro de Abernethy, Michael et David de Vemys, Hugone 
r de Lochor, Johanne de Ramſey. cum multis aliit.“ From the 
acra at which theſe witneſſes lived, the charter muſt have been 
given, at the lateſt, in the beginning of the reign of Robert I, 
The family have been in poſſeſſion, time immemorial, of a hand 
made in exact imitation of that of a man, and curiouſly formed 
of ſteel. This is ſaid to have been conferred by one of the 
kings of Scotland, along with other more valuable marks of 


His favour, on the Laird of Carſlogie, who had loſt his hand in 
the ſervice of his country. 


The iron jugs, in which the offenders on the domains of 
Carſlogie ſuffered the puniſhments, to which they were doomed 
by their lords, fell from the hollow body of this tree, in which 
they had been 1nfixed, only about 3 years ago, During the 
courſe of the ene part of this century, ſuſpended in the view 
of every paſſenger, they ſilently, but impreſſively, reminded 
Him, to rejoice that he lived in a happy and meliorated period, 
in which the oppreſſive juriſdictions, and capricious and cruel 
puniſhments, to which his fathers were long ſubjected, are en- 
tirely annihilated, and mild, equal, and powerful law, hath er: 
tended its protecting arm to the meaneſt individual, in the molt 
diſtant cot, in this free and favoured land. 


* 
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of Cupar of Fife. "Wi 
Argyll; and Lord James, prior of St. Atidrews, en 2% ach 
forces ol the Congregation *, 


Mole- hill, Temple Tenements, &c.—A mound of earth 


rifivg contillerably above the adjoining grounds, extends to 
«gratilength on the north fide of Cupar, called i rhe More, 
ye erer * it, the en err g r- Tem- 
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morning of the R had been empl6yed by the * 5 'of 


= armies, in making the neceſſary arrangements tor a deci- 

ſive engagement. The advanced parties were now about to 

cloſe, when the Duke ſent a meſſenger to the Lords of the £92- 

$7 to demand a conference. T hey, Ne Y Un; 
ka gentri1\afivn, complied With m1 * Ap 


f Rd . 
eipal men in N utmies' ye mo he? the h e of 


the Garlic Bab "i eie che Banne 10 Teal ar 

Ol Hill, and ee e AY woof t af hole plain 

wherein the troop rdeto * 

there adjuſted" 5 row "rpc? e cbuleg of which 

the torces of che $ 

had that morhi anced j and tho Co 15 Gone reg {91140 

Capar, St. Um ip 75 Yrs oP Res violent 15 2 FF fo 
uſes 


Kvox,' having ay eg gf (he rate e Uo 


Perth, Cup 45 895 04 St 


candy WW Ciba Mui and by bibs ide, hi ee e elggqnen 8 


inflaniel the'eaV ant 1. 8005 of t he Chil giegation,. He. Aga 


in his Hiſtory, (pages 141. 2 ), the events of the moruing of - 


the 13th 102 ne, wet ain wateneſs and ardous n ag to 
one v K Ae terelt in every impbytan Seat 
adtion, and why! AT Aken his be A nd, 1 gil * 
the fuceeſs or erg! Had E Party who adherents 15 


Wy gaingC] 93 * 2TR9Y F 10 


e Wh" wle "Phd" Latret orthography Erst, that thy; | 
rampart” U. OE br kraft 8 l ; ik 5 it 5 e | 


dad ae far as the Cantet and Mas conltrodfed LR ee 1 
town from any ſudden attack ior then nö AS, d 
ſome mealare, ſecured it on the” "hth.! e 


ere 


| 
however, that it ought to be ned e Me HEL As it 1 9 0 | 
L 0 


bably che plate where, in carly time 8, e 415 C1 
his courts, and 3 his RESTS 2+ ha $ egü 1100 
Vor. XV IL. X the 


e een 
ired td Fa and, fo © 1 be 


- 
1 
* 
hs 
1 
7 
| 
ne 
| 
1 
< 
t 
£7 
% 


162 Statiſtical Account 


plars had conſiderable poſſeſſions in land adjoining to Cupar 
on the ſouth. There are ſtill two houſes, in different parts 
of the town, called Temple Tenemente, which belonged to 
that order. They now hold of the Earl of Hadington, and 
enjoy all the privileges and exemprions uſually attached to 
the poſſeſſions of the Templars.— The only religious houſe 
which exiſted in Cupar, at the time of the Reformation, was 
a convent of Dotninican, or Black Friars. It was ſituated 
at the foot of the Caſtlehill, and connected with the Caſtle “. 
A. conſiderable part of the chapel, built of cut free-ſtone, 
ſtill ſtands. | 


Playfeeld, 


the country. The Latin name, by which this hill is ſometimes 
mentioned. mult decide the controverſy, if with any plauſibility 
it could ever have been maintained ;—** Mons placiti, which 
may be tranſlated . Statute-bill.” 


No part of the Caſtle now remains. Though long the re. 
ſidence of the Earls of Fife, it had at laſt become a national 
fortreſs. It had been a place of conſiderable ſtrength. Bu. 
chanan ſtiles it Arx munitiſima Cupren/is, The Englith were in 
poſſeſſion of it anno 1297. In the courſe of that year, it was 
recovered by the bravery of Wallace. [Buchan Hiſt. book viii. 
— Robeit Withart, biſhop of Glaſgow, who had joined the par- 
ty of Bruce, after the murder of Comyn, held the Caſtle of Cu- 
par againſt the Engliſh. He was made priſdner there, arrayed 
in armour, and, in that uncanonical garb, was conducted to the 
Caſtle of Nottingham, This happened anno 1306. [ Dalrym 
pls Annals, vol. II. I— Edward Baliol, aſſiſted by Edward III. of 
Ergiand, reviving his pretenſions to the crown of Scotland, 
defcated the Scotch at Halidon, anne Dam. 1333, during the 
minority of David II.; epon which the greater part of the 
kingdom ſubm:tted to him. Upon this occaſion, we find the 
Caitle of Cupar entruſted to William Bullock, an eecleſiaſtic of 
eminent abilities, chamberlain of Scotland, in whom Baliol pla- 
ced his chief confidence | Dalrymple. ]—YThe king was again 
put in poſſeſſion of this fortreſs, by the ſucceſsful valour of Wil 


—— Douglas, and ſoon aſter he cauſed it to be entirely demo · 
liſhed. 
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Playfield, &c.—During the dark ages, theatrical repreſen- 
tations, called myſteries or moralities, (the perſons allegorical, 
ſuch as Sin, Death, &c ) were frequently exhibited. The 
place, where theſe entertainments were preſented, was called 
the Playfield *, Few towns of note,” ſays Arnot, in his 

Hiſtory 


The pieces preſented in the Playfield of Cupar, however, 
ſeem not, at the aera of the Reformation, to have had any con- 
nedion with religious ſubjects, but were calculated to intereſt 
and am uſe, by exhibiting every variety of character, and every 
ſpecies of humour. To iluſtrate the manners which prevailed 
in Scotland in the 16th century, and as a ſp:cimen of thegira- 
matic compoſitions which pleated our fathers, Araot, iff ine 
appendix to his Hiſtory, gives a curious excerpi from a manu. 
ſcript comedy, which bears to have been exhibited in the Play- 
feld at Cupar, and which had been in the poſſeſſion of the late 
M: Garrick | 

That part of the excerpt only, which relates to the place 
where the play was preſented, 1s here tranſcribed. 


„Here begins the proclamation of the play, made by Davip 
Linnsay of the Mount r, Kon:ght, in the Playtield, in the mouth 
of „the year of God 555 years.” 


& Proclamation made in Cupar of Fife. 


« Our purpoſe is on the ſeventh day of June, 
« If weather ſerve, and we have reſt and peace, 
We thall be ſeen into our playing place, 
In good array about the hour of ſeven. 
„ Ot thriftineſs that day, I pray you ceaſe ; 
« But ordain us good drink againſt allevin g. 
© Fail not to be upon the Caſtlehill, 
« Beſide the place where we purpoſe to play; 
With gude ltark wine your flaggons ſee you fill, 
« And had yourſelves the merrieſt that you may. 


Cottager. I ſhall be there, with God's grace, 
« Tho? there were never ſo great a price, 
« And foremoit in the fair : 
« And drink a quart in Cupar town, 
« With my goſſip John Williamſon, 
« Tho' all the nolt thould rair,“ &c. 


, t The Movnr, formerly the eftate of Sir Davin Lixpsar, Her 
in the immediate neighbourhord of Cup ir. 


i. e. Eleven, 
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Hiſtory of Edinburgh, « were without one. That cf 
« Edinburgh was at the Greenſide-well; that of Cupar in 
« Fife was on their Cœſtle-Bill.“ 


Agriculture, Fife, though poſſeſſing natural advantages 
ſuperior to thoſe enjoyed by many neighbouring counties, 
was, till of late, far behind them in the important know. 
ledge, and valuable improvements of agriculture.— | he her. 
ring fiſhery, the making of ſalt, the burning of lime, and 
working of coal mines, circumſtances which might naturally 
have been expected to accelerate a meliorated huſbandry, 
contributed long to retard its progreſs. Occupied entirely 
in the purſuit of theſe objects, the great landholders in Fife 
were unhappily diverted from paying that attention to the 
ſurface of the ground, which would not have failed to have 
made a more certain and valuable return for the expence 
which they often incurred, and the activity and indultry 
they exerted, During the laſt 15 years, however, in many 
diſtricts of the county, the landholders and farmers have 
adopted and proſecuted every plan of modern improvement, 
with a degree of eagerneſs, perſeverance, and ſucceſs, not 
ſurpaſſed in any corner of the iſland. That part of the coun- 
ty, in particular, which lies between the Eden and the Tay, 
naturally fertile, has been ſubjected to a new and better mode 
of cultivation. The farmers in this diſtrict, with a liberali- 
ty which does them honour, readily acknowledge, that they 
are indebted for many eſſential improvements, which are 
now general among them, to the example of thoſe who have 


come to ſettle in Fife, from the oppoſite country of the Carſe 
of Gowrie. | 


Improvements, —The grounds adjoining to Cupar, on the 
north, 
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north, having lately paſſed into the hands of new maſters, 
who have ſpared no expence to drain and incloſe them, who 
have enriched them with abundance of manure, and em- 
floyed them in a proper rotation of crops, have entirely 
changed their appearance, and now afford a pleaſing proof 
of the power of cultivation. From the improvements which 
have been mentioned, the erection of handſome houſes, by 
the different proprietors, and the plantations which have 
been formed, the whole preſents to the eye the appearance 
of what the French call ferme orne, 


Hills, Plantations, c. — The country around Cupar can. 
not be ſaid to be level, as the grounds, in general, riſe to a 
conſiderable height on both ſides of the Eden; yet there 
are no hills in the pariſh, except thoſe of Wemyis-hall and 
Kilmaron, both of which are cultivated to the top. There 
are extenſive and thriving plantations on Cupar Muir, but 
no trees of age or ſize, except at Carſlogie and 'Tarvet, the 
family ſeat of Patrick Rigg, Eiq; of Morton, At the laſt 
mentioned place, the pleaſure grounds, laid out wich taſte, 
around the ſpacious and elegant houſe lately built there, de- 
rive much of their beauty from the appearance of the an- 
tient and lofty trees ſcattered through the lawn. 


$:11,-—The ſoil, on the north ſide of the Eden, is in gene- 
ral of an excellent quality, black and deep, on a dry whin- 
ſtone bottom. The ſoil on the ſouth ſide of Eden, as ſoon 
as you leave the valley, is cold and thin, and, in general, on 
a bottom-of till, | 


Farms, Creps, e. The farms contain from 100 to 300 
acres, The rotation of crops, on the beſt black land, is the 
following; 
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following: 1. Clover and rye-graſs; 2. Wheat with dung; 
3. Barley; 4. Drilled beans, with dung; 5. Wheat ; 6. Tur. 
nips or potatoes; 7. Barley; 8, Oats, with graſs ſeed, 
Thus, in the courſe of the 8 years, we have one eighth clo. 
ver, two eighths wheat, two eighths barley, one eighth dril. 
led beans, one eighth turnips or potatoes, and one eighth oats, 
— The following rotation is obſerved in clay land: 1, Sum- 
mer fallow; 2. Wheat, with lime and dung ; 3. Peaſe and 
beans; 4. Barley, with graſs ſeeds; 5. Hay, cut green; 
6. Wheat, with dung; 7. Barley; 8. Oats; 9. Summer 
fallow, &c —The rotation followed in grounds chiefly em- 
ployed for paſture: 1, Oats; 2. Barley or flax; 3 Oats, 
with graſs ſeeds; 4. Hay; 5. Paſture. Artificial graſſes, 
chiefly rye-graſs, and red and white clover, are cultivated to 
a great extent, and with abundant ſucceſs. Turnips have 
only been introduced of late years, and as yet a ſmaller num- 
ber of acres, in proportion to the extent of the pariſh, are 
occupied with this crop, than in the eaſtern parts of the 
county.—The ſeed time extends from the middle of March 
to the middle of May. Harveſt begins in the middle of 
Auguſt, and commonly ends about the middle of October. 


Potatoes. No ſpecies of culture has ſo amply rewarded the 
labour beſtowed on it, by the inhabitants of Cupar, as that of 
the potatoe. They have good reaſon to join with thoſe who 
affirm, that the potatoe is the richeſt preſent, which the new 
world ever made to Europe. 'The produce of an acre is from 
40 to 100 bolls. The average crop, on good ground, 60 
bolls. The diſeaſe peculiar to this plant, known by the 
name of the curl, has not yet materially affected the crops in 
the neighbourhood of Cupar. The kinds commonly plan- 
ted are, for the table, the long kidney, and the London dropper. 

For cattle, a large red potatoe, known by the name of he 


Tartar, 


83 
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Tartar, and extremely prolific, The moſt ſucceſsful far- 
mers plant them in drills, at the diſtance of 30 inches from 
each other. They clean them chicfly with drill harrows 
and ploughs. | 


Horſes, Black Cattle, &c, *—Horſes are principally employ- 
ed in every ſpecies of labour, The breed has been greatly im- 
proved within the laſt 15 years, Ihe farmer ſeldom yokes a 
pair in his plough, or in his cart, for which he could not 
draw, in the market, 50 l. This diſtrict of the country, and 
indeed the whole of what is commonly called the Laigh of 
Fife, has long been famous for its excellent breed of black 
cattle + — L he inſtruments of huſbendry, uſed in the pariſh, 
are all of the neweſt and beſt conſtruction; and the farmers 
begin to build, at their own expence, mills for threſhing out 
their corns. 


Incleſures, Minerals, &c.— There is not an acre of com- 
mon or waſte ground in the pariſh, the whole being either 
planted or employed in tillage, except one large field, the 
property of the town, kept for the purpoſe of paſturing the 
cows belonging to the inhabitants. A conſiderable propor- 
tion of the grounds are incloſed. As there are inexhauſtible 

quarries 


For the number of cattle, &c. ſee the Table. About 20 
years ago, there were 12 or 13 flocks of ſheep in the pariſh ; for 
leveral years patt, there has not been one. 


t Janes Wemnrss, Eſq; of Winthank, a few years ago, fold, 
to an Engliſh drover, two bullocks, bred on his farm of 
Wemyls.- hall, among the largeſt which che county of Fife has 
ever produced. '" hey were exhibited on account of their ſtu- 
pendous fize, during many months, in different parts of Eng- 
land, to the eye of public curiolity ; and when killed at Smith. 
_ were ſound to be among the heavielt ever brought to thasg 

et. 0 
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quarries of excellent free-ſtone i in the Pariſh, the incloſurg 


are chiefly formed by ſtone dykes, the, expence of building 
which is from 30s. to 40 8. per rood of 36 yards. way 


Ge 
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| Rents and Mills, —The grounds, to the diſtance an Eng. 
liſh mile round the town, let at an ayerage of 3 31, per acre, 


Fields under fown graſs, Tet for 61. per Acre, ſometimes a3 
high as 81, There are no leſs than, 11,000, bolls of graig 
annually made into meal, at the 4 different Nations in the 
pariſh, where mills are erected, ARE 
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© Roads, . — Turnpike roads hk to be + formed in th 
pariſh of Cupar, only within theſe few y * The meaſure 
met, at firſt, ith almoſt N opp 10 — — m the adj: 
cent country. Tue mers, h ow ave, already entirely 
changed their pia on with ref Ih ig! 3, they pay 
chearfully at che tblf-Bats,” an 1 ad . to be con- 
vinced of tlie at ere tai lata ane 1 Wie f the roads that 
böte bed 'FGrmitd,”” The turnpikes, in the, neighbourboo 

0 ' Pp! wb 1 To geigh 

of Cuper, ale Made bn ah ekcellent pt plan, arc formed. of the 
beft materials, ant" Cônfalh a har and ſoft ar | ſummer ; and 
winter road. —The'croſs roads 1 in the Prill, are, in general, 


extcedingly ilt keßt; ” nr is it \Bkely, f at by, the ſtatute la- 
bour;'as at preſent applied, they vill e eder be jn beuer order, 
As ihprevements of every kind have ad anced | 10 rapidly, 
during che laſt ) years, 17 ut? a ppear'an | uPace couptable de 
fect; chat ſb very common, and 0 _ fi ful a machine, az 
that*of 4 Rrlyard” for weighing hay, ga le, Sc. has never 
yer beth erécted in the town of es 1 on any of 
rouds leading to it. oft 
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(Wages aud Prices of Provi if ons.— A Ghote earns per fa 
in ſummer, from 18. to 1 8. 6d. In winter, from 10 d. to is. 
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tue prices of proviſions vary little, in the countries adjoining 
to Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, &c. The vicinity of theſe 
great towns did not contribute, in any great degree, to raiſe 
the price of proviſions, till within the laſt 30 years. An in- 
creaſed population, and new modes of life, have of late oe- 
cafioned an immenſe additional conſumption of tifh, poultry, 
&c,—In the Cupar market, beef, mutton, pork, and veal, 
ſell at an average at 4 d. per lib. Dutch weight; hens, 13 d. 
each; geeſe, 35s. each; rabbits, 6 d. per pair; pigeons, 3 d. 
per pair; butter, 9 d. per lib.z beſt cheele, 5 d.; coarſe 
cheeſe, 3 d. tron weight; oat meal, 13 d. per peck; pota- 
toes, 44 d.; eggs, 4 d. per dozen; ſalmon, 5 d. per lib.— 
Though the price of proviſions is thus high, and though 
there has been alſo a great riſe on the neceſſary articles of 
leather, ſoap, ſalt, candles, &c. yet the labourer at preſent is 
better lodged, better fed and clothed, and can give a more de- 
cent education to his children, than his father, who paid only 
6d. or 7 d. for a peck of oat meal; 14 d. for beet and mut- 
ton per lib. z who bought eggs at 1 d. per dozen; butter at 
5d. per lib.; cheeſe at 15d. ; and haddocks in abundance 
at 1d, or 2 d. per dozen. This improvement in the ſitua- 
tion of the labourer is owing chiefly to theſe cauſes: 1/, 
The proportion of the price of his own labour, and that of 
his family, to the price of proviſions, is more in his favour 
than at any preceding period. 2d/y, The introduction of the 
potatoe, which has been long in general cultivation, affotds 
a valt additional ſupply of food to the labourer and his fa- 
mily, and enables him, at the ſame time, to rear pigs and 
poultry. 3d/y, He can depend on being employed during 
the courſe of the whole year, an advantage which his father, 


who received only 54. or 6d. for his day's work, could not 
aways command. 


Vol. XVII. Y 
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Charafler of the People, —The labourer Fry the mechanic 9 

in general able, by the exertions ef their iciduſtry, © 8 
ee a decent livelihood for 'themſelves and their families; . 
they poſſeſs more foreſight and rr than Wee of the od 
ſame rank in the neighbouritg kingdom. They e cheriſh the 
laudable pride of not being indebted for their ſupport to he 
parochial fund, or to the humanity of the charitable, They 
are in general contented; with their humble ſituation z int 
to that government which extends protection and ſec ecurity 
to their dwellings ; and have had the good foal to reſiſ 
and to deſpiſe the attempts of thoſe, who have endeavourel 
to make them believe, in oppoſition to their own app Zi er. 


perience, that chey are. burdened, oppreſſed, and | wretck 6d, 


80 
2792; I 1-9[Dbt As. 3 
Alan The mne of the inhabitants of Cupit, a br 
* rank, are, in anne corredt and polite; ® Gentiewen N 
of the military profelffio on, o, hy bing ſpent their youth inn elle for. M 
vice of their coun ft . e their reſidetice here; iti the H 
decline of life, "Form med in that ſchool, which has Tong been dt. 
diſtinguiſhed by Rl eaſe my potiteneſs which it it commun B. 
cates, they have n 1 to diffuſe an Ae of man- B, 
ners. To this circumftance alfo, perhaps, it is in ſome mei- By 
ture owing, that families cba in Cupar, and enjoying on - 1 
Iy a limited and narrow income, make a decent and reſpec- 2 
table appearance; and are enabled, F Eee of attention 
onomy, f I 
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® Viz. Patrick Rigg, Ela of Morton, mes Wemyls, th; 
of Wemyſshall, Henry Stark, Eſq; of Teaſſes, Charles Bell, Eſq; 
of Pitbladdo, William Robertſon, Eſq; of Middlefield, Peter 


—_—_ Eſq; of Kingaſk, and John Swan, Eſq; of Preſton- 
all, | 


— 
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Viz. the Earl of Crawfurd, Colonel Ciephane of Carſlogie, 
James Robertſon, Eſq; of Balgarvie, Oliver Gourlay, Efq; of 
Kilmoran, George M- Gill, Eſq; of Kemback, Charles Mait- 
land, Eſq; of Rankeillor, Henry Welt. Eſq; of Foxtown, Miſs 
Bell of Hillton, and Alexander Low, Eſq; of Pittencrieſf. 
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By the Rev, Ar Wirtin CaMpBELL, Miniſter : 
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Name, Extent, and River. 


Ta 


HE origin of the name is uncertain, It has been 


wrote Lillies-life and Lillies-cliffe, —it riſes from the 
eaſt, where the breadth is only half a mile, with a gradual 
aſcent to the weſt, where it is a mile broad from north to 
ſouth. It is broadeſt at the middle, being, upon a medium, 2 
miles and one ſixth. It is five miles and a haif in length, 
and contains between 7ooo and 8000 acres.— At the head of 
the pariſh, the river Ale, remarkable for the quality of its 


trouts, divides it for a mile, and then becomes the boundary 


to the north and eaſt. 


Soil, Farm Rents, Cultivation, and Produce ——The ſoil va- 


ries, being partly clay, rich loam, and partly graveily light 
land. The crofts adjoining the village let at 35s. and 408. 
per acre.— The rents in general, for ſeveral years paſt, have 
been riſing, and are till on the increaſe, owing, in a great 


meaſure, to the improvements and mode of management. 
The outfield ground is light, part dry, and part ſwampy. 


The Engliſh plough, after the model of Small of Roſline, 
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is uſed in general. Farmers are not ſo fond of ſowing 
wheat as formerly. The culture of turnips is judged of 
more conſequence, and keeps the land in good heart. A 
rotation of crops, as follows, has been adopted; Kllow:'thr. 


nips, oats, peaſe, barley with grafs ſeeds,” Bay, Päffure for 2 
years, oats, and then a fallow. Upon lighter ground, 3/2, crop 


oats 3 20%, Turnips, peaſe, or potatoes; 34 Barlky; 425 
Hay; then oats, &c. as before. After this rotation, theft 
is ho need of a fallow. The diftance from me is 25 miles. 
There b a marl moſs at the eaſt end of the paviſh;! add 
SHdther at the weft, —The manure in both is of an excellent 
gam. Its effects are more diſcernible on gratsf than on 
land im tinage. There art other two meſſes in he heigk- 
böurhtood, at 4 miles diſtante, from "which tconſiderable 
Mantis of mit! art rbugkt! fie sid müxim, u The 
& road if e WHNh tarries cbftb H It kbps“ is entirely 
erpfsded. Sir Jh Buchanan Riddell, Pröpfletor of a great 
part of the parich, and who propoſe Naying here, at leaſt 
occhſionallh; is Tapidty carrying on improrements. He has 
mark ori His eſtate, yet the expente muſt be cobhiderable. It 
7s not to be ddubtedt but they will turn out to gobd account, 
and his Plantations add to the beauty of the place. Swift 
obſerves, * whoever could make two ears of corn, or two 
© blades of graſs to grow, upon a ſpot of ground where only 
« 6tre grew before, would deſerve better f mankind, and 
ide trorc*ctitial fervice to his "cdititty/"thari che whole 
"race of Politicians put together . One are nbi uſed in 


Tet „ 


labouring 


2 


n place of plowing matches, which ſametimes axe, attended 
with a conſiderable degree of confuſion, and fine Tilagrecable 
conſequences among the ſervants, might it not anſwer better, if, 
for inſtance, the proprietors of ten ploughs were to collect 508. 
500 15 to be marled before ſpm and the «Hole work during 
the ſeaſon reviewed; & premium of 11-5 57 to che beſt upon the 
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labouring as formerly. bn muir land is 8 for n 
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Frict g Freviliens . ond. Labour.—Provifions are hi gh 
priced... Buteher meat is often fold at a dearer rate than in 


Idinburg hz butter at 10 d. per lib. (24 0%) A pair of fowls 
at\118- 8d; formerly only 1.5. ; cheeſe, 6 d. per lib, formerly 
344413 and. ocher; articles in proportion, . The manner of 
living: is. greatly changed, being much more expenſiye; yet 
the. farmers are in better circumſtanges, apd much better 
lodged than. they, were 30 years ago. The wages of a man 
ſervant are from 6 J. to 81. Sterling; and thoſe of a maid 
ſervant ſrom 3 l. 4 8. to 31, 158. fer annum. A day-labourer 
gets 50 d. with his, meat, or 1 8. 4 d. without it; à taylor, 
8d, wich, or I 4, without it, ; &, Nrigbt, 18, 64; a maſon, 
18.6 d. 5 a man far weeding, potatoes, or furnips, 8d, In 
harveſt, | a man gets 1s, Ad, 2, Vman, 1 8. d. For 20 
years paſt, work of gvery kind has riſen. in Swen ape thing. 
it is mor eee eee higher. The 
ſchool, fees, alone, are moderate. Some farmers hay their 
corns threſhed for 4 d- per boll, with, maintainancę a ditch 
3 feet deep dug, with the chores ſet, at 8 da rood, and a 
double ditch ata 8. 4d. W353 Asen Din 79009 en ᷣid. 
„ $191 bauoig 10 10gt s n9Gu 907% 01 Mm 10 25bgid 7 
| Reads, Huel, Diſcaſts, Eg. The. roads are in a had ae 
but will be putin good repair, aa money. for the ſtatute la» 
bour is ta. be gxacted, as far. as law allows. One great incon» 
Yeung the people labours under, is the diſtance from coals, 
which is not leſs than 30 and 32 miles. Some peats may be 
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procured” AN Ps Tug s that coals at 15's. the 12 
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whole, 26.6. ts. FY por n i ing 
men would chus be ſend, <9 ſixſt ta laſt, and i ales oel 
be done the maſter. 
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cwt. are by far the cheapeſt. In the article of firing, the 
inhabitants muſt be at a greater expence than any pariſh in 
the ſouth of Scotland. Agues, 20 years ago, were very fre. 
quent in the village, the road being almoſt impaſſable on ac. 
count of putrid ſtagnated water. 'This being removed, and the 
road formed and finiſhed, aguiſh complaints have almoſt totally 
diſappeared. It is unfortunate that this corner ſhould be {6 
bare of trees, there being plenty of ground well adapted 
for large plantations, particularly of firs. 'The weedings 
would be uſeful as fuel; the body of the tree profitable, in 


a pariſh ſo remote from the ſea coaſt; and the ground en- 
riched by the leaves. 


Statiſtical Account 


Population, —It is generally believed, that the population is 
greatly diminiſhed, there being veſtiges of conſiderable vil- 
lages, where now there ſtand only one or two houſes. Since 
the year 1760, 9 farms have been added to ſuch as lay adja- 
cent; and though the rent of each was not very conſidet- 
able, yet the honeſt tackſman cleared with the proprietor, 
and brought up and educated his children, who proved uſe- 
ful members of ſociety. But whatever diminution may have 
lately taken place in the population of the pariſh, from theſe 
and ſimilar cauſes, it is certain, that there has been an in- 
creaſe upon the whole, within theſe 40 years, as appears from 
the following comparative ſtatement : 


STATISTICAL 'TABLE OF THE PARISH OF LIILIEs-LEAI. 
Number of males in the pariſh, at Whiclunday 1793 342 


Ditto of females 4 i: * g 288 
| Total number of ſouls 630 
Ditto in 1755, as returned to Dr Webſter 521 
Increaſe 109 


Families 
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families in the village 387 
Ditto in the country ....-,. 19716EPry7 & r fim“ 1814179! 
4 Nel * Ti 177 1 $ 

: q p | - hn 14 
t do Sidi gon ons oor Det ants angie t rr n 
Perſons under i years of age 1348 
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one en rener 2307 
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between, io and 20ũ0ĩỹ — 103 5 

| | 4 ; | 
——— TIT” : 20 and 20 A+ Kaare „ v4 © Hangar 135 ? 
— 30 and 60 74 774 * IS > A =... ++ 5 6 Ov 184 5 
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Silt Rong i aff To wind 9ft lou? es into 2d 630 
„Con DirIoNs, PROVESSIONS; "Sep 0G 

Proprietors F 0 = 17 Coopers +4; of oof @- 
Miniſter - - 1 Tailors * - 7 
deceders of various denomi- Bakers: » 1#.—,nn 2 


— 


nations 8 Shap-·kcep er- FI 4 | 
Weavers %% LAcenſed:ale- hauſor c 4 ; 
Wrights * tout 13, School-maſter 0071 N N . 
Maſons 9 Scholars in winter; about: 3 i 


— 


dmiths gen dne bon Ditto in ſumme n 36 
Annual average of births 15-2: L»122ubs bor qu 9:{2001d bbs; 

— tc... +, edna. 3 
— — burials sl 39}: of lg 4 5 6 


* L e i b. 2 
5 Nr, Srockx, Kc. lim bu 
Valued rent in Scotch money = | +, ... _— : 


y — 


ats | 


Neisse U 2 

Real rent in Sterling, about. many} mon % 
Horſes — - 17 5 Swine - - 29 
Black cattle. » +1, Þ 31 24680 Ploughs. ss 4 
Sheep 2 N 1394 28 1 24) 42> £2150 10 10d 


A few of this claſs are bordering upon 80. 


} Beſides theſe heritors, there is a conſiderable number of | #1 
fevers. 7 5 @ 0A | 
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i Although this village is A thorough-fare, between the 
weſtern and eaſtern parts of the country, there is no occaſion 
for ſo many ale and ſpirit houſes. 
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Manufacture. Many packs of lint, till of late, were ſent 
from Darlington, by Newcaſtle, to be ſpun. The yarn waz 
returned by the ſame conveyance, At preſent the ſpinners 
are employed by the manufacturers in Hawick. The quan- 
tity of cloth woven for ſale is not great. 


Ecelgfiaſtical State. This pariſh belonged formerly to the 
dioceſe of the Archbiſhop of Glaſgow, who built the kirk 
betwixt the gth and 1oth century. There is paid to that 
aniverlity, the yearly ſum of 5 l. 7s. 61 d. called the BHD 
Coat. The kirk was rebuilt in the year 1771, and is commo- 
dious and well ſeated, The Duke of Roxburgh is patron, 
The ſtipend, at the converſion of grain, is about 10001. 
Scotch, and 501. ditto for communion elements, The manſe 
was built in the year 1762, very ſuperficially and confined, 
An addition was made to it 15 years after, and the houſe is 
this ſeaſon to get ſome neceſſary repairs, The glebe is of a 
tolerable good quality, meaſuring near 11 Engliſh acres “. 


School, —The heritors, a few years ago, voluntarily raiſed 
the ſchool-maſter's ſalary from 100 merks to 100 1. Scotch. 
They are contracting for a new ſchool and ſchool-houſe. 
His emoluments, as teacher, precentor, and ſeffion-clerk, de 
not exceed 17 I. per annum. 


Poor. The poor are ſupported by the intereſt of 10; 1. 
Sterling ſunk money, and an aſſeſſment on the land, the one 
half paid by the proprietor, and the other half by the te- 
nant. The weekly collections ſupply ſuch as occaſionally 

| need 


* That it might be kept entire, Sir Walter Riddell, in the 
year 1643, diſponed half an acre of land to the then mivilter, 


and his ſucceflors in office, upon which the manſe, &c. ar 
built. 
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need aſſiſtance, When a perſon is admitted a pauper, a 
bond is ſigned, conveying a right to the heritors of what 
effects they have. This prevents impoſition. If in value 
the effects exceed the expenditure, the ſurplus is given to 
the neareſt relations of the deceaſed, 


Antiquities . In this pariſh lies the ſeat of the ancient 
family 


Upon incloſing the grounds of Bewliehill, the workmen 
came to looſe earth, ſoft and black, and found a great number 
of human bones, ſeemingly burnt to a certain degree, The 
ſpace was upwards of 20 feet diameter, being of a circular form, 
and ſeems to have been an outpoſt of a Roman camp, the veſ- 
tiges of which are to be ſeen in a neighbouring pariſh, at 3 miles 
diſtance. The rage of conqueſt knows no bounds, but the Al- 
mighty brings good out of evil; for, by the invaſion of the Ro- 
mans, and the ſucceſs attending their arms, Providence paved 
the way for publiſhing and introdueing Chriſtianity into this 
iſland. Military weapons have been found, and ſpears ſharp on 
both ſides ; large quantities of human bones, ſome with ribs 


; adhering to the back bone; heads, in ſome the teeth al moſt freſh. 


One body was pretty entire; contiguous to it were the remains 
of a horſe, Frequent ſkirmiſhes had occurred in that corner of 
the pariſh, with the ſoldiers of Charles II. A numerous party 
of Preſbyterians, who were marching to join their brethren at 
Bothwell Bridge, being attacked by ſome troops of dragoons, 
fled to Bewlie Moſs for refuge ; unable to extricate themſelves, 
many periſhed in the mud. When the old church of Lillies- 
Leaf was taken down, in 177 t, there was found, below one of 
the ſeats, a coflin containing ſeveral human heads, We may 
ſuppoſe that they had been cut off by friends, that they might 
not be fixed upon the ports of any of the neighbouring bo- 
roughs, as it was not poſſible to drag out the bodies without be- 
ing diſcovered. What a bleſſed toleration do we now live un- 
der? And if the conſtitution under which we live, in the courſe 
of time, needs repairs, tender and delicate ſhould the hand be 
that touches it. Our fathers told us of frequent meetings in 
Lillies-Leaf muir, for the worſhip of God. The devout aſſem- 
bled at the hazard of their lives; the place they choſe was retir- 
ed; and one of their number was placed on a riling ground, to 
give the alarm on the appearance of danger.—ALsxAnDER 
3 Hou, 
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family of R1DDEL, of that ilk, one of the moſt ancient, if 
not the very oldeſt in Scotland *, 


Character and Manners.—The people in general, a very 
few excepted i, are ſober and attentive to buſineſs, there be- 
ing plenty of work for ſuch as chuſe not to be idle, or half 
employed. They are regular in attending the ordinances of 
religion, and many have made no ſmall degree of improve. 
ment in Chriſtian knowledge. They adhere ſtrictly to the 

| ſtandards 


Home, great-grand-father of the wife of the preſent miniſter, 
a man eminent for his piety, and ſimplicity of manger: came 
from the Merſe to join with his ſuffering brethren in D:vive 
ſervice. Under the influence of that principle Which . 
eth no evil, he informed a gentleman, on his returning tome, 
where he had been, who gave information to the- 
government, whereupon he was apprehended, condem ind 


hanged at the Croſs of Edinburgh. 


Tradition ſays, this family fixed itſelf hetwixt ths {+ nth 
and eighth century. A late well informed and elega ito. 
Tian was of this opinion. As poſitive proofs, Waiter Kiduell 
of Riddell married Violet Douglas in 936. About and aiter 
that period, grants of land were made by th kin: of Scot. 
land, and by ſome of the Popes, particnlarly by Pope Alexan- 
der II. A place of worſhip was erected near the ouſe of d- 
dell, which had a burying ground, called Chapel Park. When 
in tillage, human bones occaſionally have been plowed up. 
This burying place was transferred to the preſent church-yard. 
Upon the outſide of Riddell ayle, there is inſcribed H. R. 1110. 


+ Previous to the rupture with America, a woman guilty of 
child-murder petitioned for baniſhment, which was granted. 
She denied to the father her being with child, and would not 
hearken to his propoſals for marriage ; yet, ſo violent was his 
attachment to this monſter of dep:avity, that he accompanied 
her to America, in the hope ſhe would relent, and at laſt give 
him her band. —A well diſpoſed woman, upwards of 70 years 


of age, at times ſubje& to religious melancholy, aſked of a2 


neighbour a good book to read; Ambroſe's War with Devils was 
put into her hands, the reading of which entirely deranged her 
mind, and led her to commit the fatal act of ſuicide. 
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ſtandards of the Church of Scotland, and are well acquain- 
ted with her doctrines. They are generally ſtrangers to the 
neglect of family worſhip; and wiſh to give their children 
a decent education- The ſchool fees, for the children of 
{uch as are not in good circumſtances, are paid from the 
weekly collections. The Seceders of different denominations 
are obliging in their manners; far from a harrow contracted 
ſpirit, no clergyman could wifh for better neighbours. — 
There are two political ſocieties a few miles diſtant, who call 
themſclyes the Friends of the People, but, though they are 
anxious to add to their numbers, not a ſingle perſon in this 
pariſh has joined them.—The dreſs both of the men and 
the women has undergone a moſt ſurpriſing change, within 
theſe 40 years. Thirty-two years ago, there were only 7 
bats in the church, but at preſent there are not as many 
bonnets, 


NUM. 
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NUMBER XIII. 


PARISH OF EDLESTOWN. 


{CounTyY AND PrtsBYTERY OF PEEBLES,—SYNOD or 
LorHIAN Ax D T'WEEDALE). 


By the Rev. Mr ParRIck RoBINSON, Miniſter, 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 
HE village of EpLEsTown, from which this pariſh 
takes its name, is ſituated 17 miles ſouth from Edin- 
burgh, and 4 miles N. from Peebles, on the poſt road from 
Edinburgh. —The length of the pariſh, from N. to S. is 10 
miles, and its greateſt breadth, from E. to W. 7 miles. 


Hill, Preſpect, Lake, River, &c.—DuxDRro0IGH, or Druid. 
Hill, which is ſituated two miles eaſt from the church, is 
2100 feet above the level of the ſea, from which, in a clear 
day, can be ſeen the Cheviot Hills, with part of Tiviotdale, 
Annandale, Clydeſdale, Perthſhire, Fifeſhire, the Frith of 
Forth, the city of Edinburgh, and the counties of Eaſt, Welt, 
and Mid Lothians.—There is a lake about 2 miles to the N. 
E. of the village of Edleſtown, nearly of a circular form, and 
about 2 miles in circumference. The only ſpecies of fiſh 
which it contains, are pikes and eels. This lake gives rile to 
the water of South Eſk, which empties itſelf into the ſea 2 
Muſſelburgh. Edleſtown Water, which paſſes this village, 
and runs into the river Tweed at Peebles, takes its riſe fron 

various 
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watious ſprings on the north and north-weſt boundaries of 
the pariſh, and at Cowey's Linn has a fall of 35 feet. There 
are no diſeaſes peculiar to this pariſh, The ague is not known 
in it, In the year 1783, the poor were liberally ſupplied ; 
and the inhabitants of the pariſh, during that year, were 
more free from ſickneſs than uſual, 


Surface, Cultivation, Produce, Exports, c. Though the 
greateſt part of the pariſh conſiſts of hill ground, and is de- 
voted to the paſturage of ſheep and black cattle, yet every 
ſtore farm, one excepted, and on which a ſhepherd only re. 
ſides, contains as much arable land as occupies from one to 
three ploughs.— The crops conſiſt of beans, ſown graſs, oats, 
peaſe, potatoes, and turnips, The culture of turnips and 
ſown graſs hay, becomes every year more extenſive; and as 
it is found profitable to the farmer, as well as ornamental to 
the country, there is little doubt that it will ſoon be general. 
—The produce, after ſupplying the demands of the pariſh, 
enables the farmer to export annually from 1100 to 1200 
bolls of bear; and their exports of oats and peaſe, taken to- 
gether, may amount nearly to the ſame, number of bolls. 
The groſs rent of the pariſh is doubled within the laſt 20 
years, All the tenants are in a thriving ſtate, and many of 


them are opulent. 


Prices of Proviſions and Labour.—The neareft market for 
provigons is Peebles, which is well ſupplied with meat of all 
kinds, the prices of which are nearly the ſame as at Edin- 


burgh. The wages of ſervants and labourers have increaſed 
lately, and have been nearly doubled within the laſt 20 years, 


Which is owing in a great meaſure, to the decreaſed popula- 
©, Nor only of this pariſh, but generally throughout the 
t of Tweeddale, A good ploughman receives 8 gui- 
neas 


184 Statiſtical Account 


neas per annum, with victuals, If married, he has allo 3 
houſe and garden, with as much land as is ſufficient for 


fowing two pecks of bear, two pecks of potatqes, : and a lippy 
of lintſeed. The wages of maid ſervants are, in n ſummer, 


from 11. 15 s. to 21. 108. Sterling, and, in wioter, from 1 |, 
55. to 11. 15 8. Sterling. Day-labourers receive from 13 
2d. to 18. 6d. without victuals; and carpenters, maſons, 
tailors, and weavers, have lately increaſed their wages about 
one third, 


Population.—The number of inhabitants in this pariſti has 
varied at different times, but has greatly deereaſed of late, as 
will appear from inſpecting the following table; although 
there is a ſmall increaſe upon the whole, within theſe 40 years 


STATISTICAL TASTE 0&4 ThE Parkigh of EDLEsTOWN, 


Number df ſouls, in 1755, av rcturbed ite Dr heb n 
Webſter „ ©9012 2538) age e 

Ditto in 177 * an vo mnereaſe 131 

Ditto in 1793 70 Decreaſe 100 
een 


Jun ul 1% EIT — 


* * 1 


0 Total Increaſe in 38 years — 
'AGES and SEXES - Maler. | Females, Tal. 
Perſons under 10 years of age 3 74 131 
between 10 and 20 „ Bp yer! A626 1 146 
——— — 20and 0 54 75699 123 
— — 30 and 40 46 89 83 
— —— 40 and 50 36 28 64 
3 o and 60 35 26 61 
— . G0 and 70 32 27 $9 
| — — 70 and 80 25 I2 37 
— ----- $0 and 90 2 2 4 


In all 371 339 710 


RELr1Gion, HERITORS, &c. 


Number of Seceders, of all denominations 90 
— Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church 20 
—— Proprietors - - - 13 
—— Tenants - - ” M 23 
—— — Inhabitants in the village - 180 
————- Penſioners on the roll, from 8 to 10 

Public houſe - - = L 

STOCK. 

Number of ſheep - - > $400 

Black cattle — — — 620 
—— Horſes - — - - 193 


———  — Ploughs, Scotch and Engliſh - 48 


LanDs AND RENTS. 
Number of acres in the pariſh - 2,250 


— -— ditto annually under crops - 1,460 
Valued rent in Scotch money L. 3928 13 0 
Real ditto in Sterling „ 0 
Of this ſum, 12 farmers pay - 1399 © © 
———— Two pay about s - 20 #0 
—— Other two ——- - 200 © © 
— Other two —— - 150 © 0 
And five who have families pay - 650 © © 
Loweſt yearly rent of any farm - 20 0 © 

© © 


Higheſt ditto - +» 6 2 250 
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Lxtradt from the Regiſter of Marriages, Baptiſms, and Burial, of 
the Pariſh of Edkflown, from 11 Jan. 1742, to 1/2 Jan. 1192, 


| | Baptiſms. | Burials. | Total of © 
Entries made Mar. | — — 1 — 
[Males 87 Male: Fem. ] Mar. { Bapi.| Bur, 
within the year 1742 | 1 | 14 | 
— 1743 9 9 
— — 1744 5 ti 
— 0h 8 + 
——— 1746 | 9 14 
— — 747 | 5 11 
— — 1748 0 12 | 
— 1009 7 + 
Total from 1ſt Jan. |-— — WS 
1742, to 11h Jan, | 85 101 85 185] 201 
1752 — — — 5 
within the year 1752 7 z 12]. bt... 
aa, | 1753 4 8 . 6 4 
— 54 10 14 
— — 1755 14 21], ; | 
— — 1756 4 131. * 
— — 1757 12 9 c | 
— 75 9j 43 
— — 1 9 13. 52 
— ͤ—— 1760 6 141. 1 | 
— 2761 | 4 8 a 
Total from iſt Jan. — 8 os 
1752, to 1ſt Jan. 80 111 800 20% 223 
1762 | was — 6 Au 
within the year 1762 | 3 6 5 1 
— Nr 13 15 
— — 764 G AJ. „cl 
— — 1755 8 6. 15 
— — 766 7 | 88 6 
— 767 | 8 7 13 
— 17685 © 10 9 
— 79 | 4 10 9 
— — 770 6 6 10 
— — 77 9 g 8 
ta! from it aw — Ao 3 3 
E , eit Jan. 4-68 99 © 


J Edleftirwn. 


187 


Extra? from the Regifter of Marriages, Baptiſms, and Burials, of 
the Pariſh of Edleflowon, from 1} Fan. 1742, to 1/1 Fan. 1792. 


_ 


Entries made 


7 
— 


* 


Mar. 


| Baptiſms. 


Vales| Few. 


— 


within the year 1772 
— 1773 
—B 1.7 5 (. * 
— — 1775 

1779 

—— 1728 

— ä lw — 1781 


Total from it ati. 


1782 


— . 


TRENT 6 

Total from 1ſt Jan. 

1782, to it Jan. 
1792 44 


Brought forward 


1772, to iſt Jan. d 


within the year 178. 5 


{ 


SS. 


(SAN OG DS CO 


Total number of entries for 50 years 
The number of thoſe burĩed here, who were not indabitafits 

of the pariſh, from iſt Jan. 1772, to 1ſt 8 1782, 
And from iſt Jan. 1782, to ditto 2793 =... 


Burials, Tctal of | 
Wale Fem Mar. Bapt] Bur | 
| 233 5710 615 
5 4 
11 12 | 
10 19 
7 10 | 
af 7 
13 3 
8 3 | 
10 9 
11 90 : 
10 8 
84 66162 170 
17.55 | 
5 
0 | 
2 - | 
8 
« b 
1 opt} 
. 
| 65 31159, 143 
- 8 350 892 931 
455 193 
. 1094; 


Which make in all, during the laſt 20 years 


71 


* 


Cauſes 
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Cauſes of Depapulation. The above extract cannot aſcertain 


the number of marriages which have actually taken place 


within the pariſh, as proclamation of banns is made when 
only one of the parties reſides in t; but the regiſter of bap. 


tiſms applies ſtrictly to the ſtate of the par iſiũ om which 


it appears, that its population has decreaſed gradually ſince 


the year 1762, which may be accounted for from the follow- 
ing eauſes: Firſt, 1 cottages, formerly occupied by married: 
ſervants, | have been allowed to fall into diſrepair. 240% 


Twelve of the farmers are batchelors. 3aly, Two of thoſe who 


are raarr ĩed have no children. 4hy, Other two do not reſide. 
gh, Iwo are witowers,, | Grhly, Of the 13 Heritors, 9 are 


non: xeſident, in Which number are included allahe great land- 


holders z ond, laſtly, of the remaining 3 Who are reſidents, 


only one is, married, : whoſe landed property does not exceed 
194, Sterling ert annum, „Itꝭ is cheręfare: preſumable, that 
ſomo f q ha ahode cauſes of the depopulation of this parith 
maꝑ not. he permanent; and that at lame. future period, it 
may be kegbred nearly! to the pu pt. deer 1775. 


Horſes and Black Cattle. An the $I. alata ſtack of 
horſes, black; cattle, and ſheep, are reared-within'the- pariſh. 
The horſes axe of the ſame breed with thoſe uſed for draught 
all ayer;the-fputh of Scotland. A, few horſos are occaſio- 
rallygbred for: ſale, and bring from 20 to 20 gnineds, accor- 
Ging4+9 that age or figure, Many black cattie./are ſold an- 
nuallys ſoma in milk, and ſome lean to graziers and feeders; 
but mare generally, ſince the introduction of turnip huſpan- 
Cry, they are ſold fat to the butcher in February and March. 
Many. of them are ſold at the fair, which is held annually for 
that Phrpaſc, on the 25th of September. The average 
Wa of, b bred Pets is 30 ſtone, and of ſull aged bul- 
e s locks, 
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a 40 ſtone; but ſome of both kinds c * 
theſe weights. / dHeuſhbe our did oor 


1991 # Sbm ei tied 10 0 . 

rep and Wools-The at are all of the Tweeddale 
breed The ſtore=maſters ſell their draught ewes witk lamb 
in April, dt from 10 l. to 11 l. Sterling per ſcore, Fat 


lambs are ſold from the 1ſt of July to the 25th of Septem- 


ber, and bring, at an average, 61, the ſcore. Wedder and 
ewe hogs are ſold in June, the former from 8 J. to 10 l. the 
ſcare, and the latter from 61, to 8 l. per ditto; but the beft 
of the ewe hogs are reſerved as ſtock. Ewes, which have 
not had lambs, are ſold to the butcher in July and Auguſt, 
at from 118. to 13 8. each; and old ewes, which have nur- 
ſed lambs; bring from gl. td 101 the ſcore, in November 
and December The % ewes weigh, at an average, 10 lib. 


Dutch, per quarter, und the 61d' ewes 8 lib. per ditto, and 


carry from 3 lib. to g lib. tron of tallow. The ſheep are all 
ſmeared with tar and butter in November. They are ſhorn 
in June and July; and the wool is ſold from 5 8. to 7 8. per 
ſtone tron, according to its quality and cleanneſs. 


Church, School, and Poor. — The church is ſuppoſed to be 


above 200 years old. Some of the ſeats in it bear date 


1600. The money ſtipend, including 100 merks for com- 


munion elements, is 66 I. 138. 4 d. Sterling, with-q4 bolls 
1 firlot 1 peck 2 lippies of meal, and 21 bolls 1 firlot 1 peck 
and 2 lippies of bear-. Lord Elibank is patron.— The ſchool- 
maſter's ſalary is $1. Gs. 8 d. Sterling, beſides 168. 8 d. as 
ſeſſion-elerk, and 11. 6s. 8 d. Sterling, as collector of the 
poor's rate, which was eſtabliſhed here in 1752.— The annual 
afſeſſment on the heritors and tenants, by equal proportions, 
tor 20 years paſt, has been only 51. Sterling. The heritors 
and the miniſter have a meeting on the firſt Monday of May, 


and 
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and another on the firſt Monday of November annually, for 
fixing the quantum of the poor's rates, admitting penſioners, 
and granting them annuities, according to their neceflities, 
There have been no beggars in the pariſh ſince the eſtabliſh. 
ment of a poor's rate. The penſioners on the heritor's lit 
are all houſe-holders, and receive from 21, to 31. Sterling 
per annum. They have a fund of 325 l. Sterling at intereſt, 
which is annually increaſing ; and it is probable, that, a fey 
years hence, it will not be neceſſary to continue the parochial 
aſſeſſment. The one half of the weekly collections in the 
church, after paying the ſalaries of the ſeſſion- elerk and kirk 
officer, is appropriated to the ſupply of the poor who are not 
inrolled. 


| Charafer and Antiguities.— The inhabitants of this pariſh 
are generally oeconomical, induſtrious, and regular in theit 
attendance on the ordinances of religion. — There are no re- 
mains of antiquity in the pariſh, excepting the veſtiges of 
tv circular encampments, vulgarly called rings, 
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Origin of the Name. 


"HE name of the pariſh | N BTAIR-GOWRIE, ſo called 

from the village near which the church fands. In 
old papers it is ſometimes written Blair. in- Guter. ns. ious 
eiymologies aud interpretations of it habe been fir 86 gelted. 
Like many other tames of places in the parifh, it is pr obably 
Gaelic, In that language Bay is faid to be AHN a a 
place where muir and moſs abound, Thus Ardblair is the 
height in the muir or moſs. The muir of Blair-Gowrie, a- 
bounding with moſs, is in the near neighbourhood of the vil- 
lage. The Waltown of Blair, the Lechend of Blair, Little 
Blair, and Ardblair, are names of places on the borders of the 
muir, 


* 


Extent, Situation, Surface, Soil, Sc. — The extent of it is 
conſiderable, being about 11 Engliſh miles long from S. to 
N. and in ſome places not leſs than 8 miles broad; but, (as 
moy be ſcen from Mr Stobie's map of Perthſhire), the figure 
is irregular, being frequently interſected by ths pariſhes of 
Kaloch, Bendochy, and Rattray, The connected part of it 
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is only about 9 miles long, and from one to two miles broad. 
The pariſh is divided into two diſtrifts by a branch of the 
Grampian mountains, which is the northern boundary of 
this part of the beautiful valley of Strathmore. The ſou. 
thern diſtrict, which lies in the ſtrath, is about 4 miles long, 
and from one to two miles broad. In general it is flat · The 
northern diſtrict, which includes the detached parts of the 
pariſh, is high ground, very uneven in the ſurface. The 2. 
rable land in it is in general ſloping, and, in many places, 
very ſteep. The hills are moſtly covered with heath. Some 
of them may be about Goo feet above the level of the ſea. 
The ſoil in both diſtrifts, as may be ſuppoſed, is various. A- 
long the fide of the Illa, it is a deep rich loam, free from 
ſtones, Immediately 1 north from that, it is a (tiff loam upon 
a till bottom, wet and ſpouty. This laſt is a prevailing ſoil 
in the pariſh, and alſo a light dry earth full of ſtones, on a 
gravel bottom. : In many places there | ls a thin ſtratum of 2 
light black earth, either upon gravel or cold till. There arc 
confiderable tracts of hill, muir and moſs, and more than 
1000 acres are covered with wood, Not above a third part 
of the pariſh conſiſts of arable ground. 


Climate and Diſeaſes. —The climate varies in different parts 
of the pariſh. It is often mild and temperate in the ſou- 
thern diſtrict, while it is ſharp and cold in the northern. A 
remarkable difference is felt, on leaving the former to go to 
the latter. In both, however, the air on the whole is very 
falubrious, and the inhabitants are not ſubje& to any pecu- 
Har diſtempers. Formerly, indeed, the lower part of the pa- 
fiſh was much diſtreſſed with the ague, but ſince ſome of the 
lakes have been drained, that diſeaſe bas totally diſappeared. 
The rheumatiſm is the moſt common diſorder, particularly 
among the poorer claſs of the people, when well advanced 

in 
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Witte. "4h SChlath on for dhe 3 pox is now a. a good deal 
Pee, is Almoſt always fucceſsful | in preventing the 
fatal e. of ' hat diſcaſe.” There are no inſtances of extra- 


4001 94 


biukkafy longevity in the pariſh at preſent, yet there are many 
' perſons Ii fiving gt and v vigorous, who are above 70, and ſome aboye 


56. There is only one perſon above go. It way be here 


wentiönted, that the lady of a conſiderable proprietor in the 


patith died not long ago, 'who faw in her own houſe eighty- 
four returns of Chriſttnas. The manfon. houſe i is cloſe ad- 


ſjoltüng ti feveral lakes. A 


69} cl. lo ls 2: Sas bi een d at £1963 ic 


A Rib Tagtulel, Bob, Bir, Scenery, T ie e Ya, v 2, w hich 


Walhes dhe föpter he rn part "of 5 ariſh, is the ; moſt confidex- 
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able of oi our _ It has frequently mentioned, Jn former 


reports; 3 Alis bar & are ow 1 5 his hid pariſhy | It eg denly 
vyerflows em 180 occations « Sep fiderable loſs and 95 ſngeint⸗ 
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Water. It runs along the caſt fide WE the pariſh for you 
Le rot of eter e eee 
85 cn Va varies in in its e lepth 94. breadth, The, bagks in 
FF 
| does confiderable damage, eſpecially, in harveſts; g[9-gther 
pp Fg a Brat | height, are very rugged, and: often 
vered ith yood-) About. two miles north. from the-village 
8 iorrie, they rife at leaſt 200 feet above; the bed. of 
river; and on the weſt fide are formed, for aboyt, 729 
feet in len ith and 220 feet | in height, of perpendicylan racks 
as ſmooth. as if formed by the tool of the work wag The 
place where this phenomenon is to be ſeen, iso callec Croiꝝ- 


liech, where the traveller may be furniſhed with one of the 
Vor. XVII. B b moſt 


Nded * appe! ation n o che Ireful richt. | 
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moſt romantic ſcenes in North Britain. Here hawks neſtle, 
and their young ones have been, frequently carried away by 
falconers from different parts of the kingdom. Here, alſo, 
the natural philoſopher and botaniſt may find; ample amuſe- 
ment. Two miles farther down this river is the Keith,,a na · 
tural caſcade, conſiderably improved by art. It is ſo con- 
ſtructed that the ſalmon, which repair in arent en ig i, 
cannot get over it, unleſs when the river is very much ſwel- 
led. The manner of fiſhing here is probably.peculiar;to this 
plate. The fiſhers during the day dig conſiderable. quanti- 
ties of clay, and wheel it to the river fide immediately above 
the fall. About ſun-ſet the clay is turned into mortar, and 
hurled into the water. The fiſhers then ply their nets at 
different ſtations; below, while the water continues muddy. 
This is repeated two or three times in the ſpace of a few 
hours. It is a kind of pot net, faſtened to a long pole, that 
is ufed here. The river is very narrow, confined. by rocks 


eompoſed of! ſand and: ſmall ſtones. The ſcenery, eſpecially 


on the 33 mantis and beautiful, Many gen- 


4#* £4 


From is Keith for about two . hs down F# 5 river, there is 
the beſt rod fiſhing to be found in Scotland, eſpecially for ſal- 


mon. The fiſhing continues from the beginning of April 


to the, 26th of Auguſt. The fiſhing with the pot net is con- 


_ Gned-:to a ſMall part of the river, near the Keith, When the 


water i very ſmall, which is often the, caſe. in, ſummer, the 
fiſh are caught in great numbers, in the different pools, with 
a common net“. They are neither ſo large nor fo. rich as 


thoſe & the Tay. The fiſhing on this ſide of the river was 


long 


Forme * fiſh were almoſt all bought up for hs Lon- 
5 - Af 4 54. during 


the art. of the ſcaſon. Laſt. year they were moſtiy ſold in the 


nei ghbour hood. 
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long let at 100 merks; it now gives 30 l. Sterling, Plenty 
of trouts are found in the Ericht. The Ardle alſo waſhes 
this pariſh for a ſhort way on the north, Sometimes ſalmon 
are caught iu it, and it abounds with trouts. Like the Iſla 
and the Ericht, it frequently overflows its banks. There are 
two burns, or rivulets, remarkable only for their excellent 
trouts, and for driving ſome corn and lint mills. 


Lakes, Iſlands, &. — The pariſh abounds with lakes of 
different ſizes. Till lately there were more, but ſome have 
been drained, and now ſupply the neighbonrhood with peats 
and marl . In the lakes which till remain, great quantittes 


of pikes and Perches are caught, partly with the rod, and 


partly wirkt lets. They are much trequented by wild fowls 
of different kinds. In the middle of one of them are the 
remains of an old building on a ſmall iſland in it, in which 
tradition ſays treaſtires were concealed in perilous times. A 
diſtrict in this county is ſaid to have acquired the appella- 
tion of Storemount from this circumſtance. Curling is an 
exerciſe at which the inhabitants of this diſtvict excel. 


Minerals and Mineral Springs. There js no lime: ſtone in 
the pariſh, neither is it well ſupplied with free-ſtone, though 
there are two quarries of this kind, Some whin- ſtone qua- 
ries have been wrought, and muir- ſtone is found in great 
plenty. There is one chalybeate ſpring in the Cloves of 
Mawes, which was formerly much reſorted to by perſons in 
its neighbourhood. It has been uſed, it is ſaid, with ſucceſs 
in ſcorbutic diſorders. There are appearances of ſeveral 

more 


ke In digging marl out of one of theſe, the ſkeleton of a large 
animal was uncovered, at leaſt 12 feet below the ſurface. The 
horas reſemble thoſe of a deer, and are of a very large ſize. 
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more ſprings of the ſame kind in different places of the Pay 
riſh. | MI 


TY | 12 INN Re 
cody. — There are two oak woods in the pariſn; one a- 


long the weſtern bank of the Ericht, which is now cutting. 
This cutting fold at 3201. There is a ſmaller wood of the 
fame kind on the property of Ardblair, and there are ſeveral 
birch woods in the head of the pariſh, There are only a 
tew aſh, elm, and plane trees“. There are at leaſt goo 
acres planted partly with larch, and partly with firs. It is to 
be regretted, that ſimilar plantations have not been made, on 
the mooriſh grounds in the northern diſtrict, There are 
vaſt tracts of muir, which turn to little account in their pre- 
ſent ſtate. Shelter is much needed where they abound. 
The moſſes, the greateſt ſources of fuel, are nearly exhauſt- 
ed, and every year become more difficult of acceſs. Coal is 
at a very conſiderable AY and there is no water cats 
riage. 


Population. —No dependence can be had on the pariſh re- 
giſter, for the number or proportion of birth and burials, 
This may in ſome meaſure be accounted for. trom tc rest 
influx of emigrants from other pariſhes, eſpecially tron! the 
Highlands, who ſettle here as ſervants, &c. By 'evmparivg 
the report mide to'Dr Webſter, however, with the! reſult of 
an accurate enumneration made in October,; Noveniber, and l 
December 1793.1 we are enabled to ſtate the exact increaſe, | 
which is but ſmall in proportion to the" "OPS of Krangers | 
within theſe 40 years, . 


SrAT!s- 


20 « 

„In the year 1774. the muir of -Blair- Gowrie, then a com- 
mon of 5060 actes, was divided, and moſt of it, in 1775. vag 
planted with Scotch firs; the reſt of it has been y wich © pare 
bes lines that time, partly wh larch, and partly 
| I'S, 


with Scotch 
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ST4TISTICAL TABLE OF THE PARISsR or BLAIn-GOwRIE. 


Families. Males. Fem, Souls, 

Reſident in the country 261 containing 590 636 1226 
—— inthe village 133 —— 183 242 425 
nino won, t@ An —:P — — 


m3 10 „In, all an 393 % .! 773 878 1651 


en Majority of females 8 (54979 de! Due 97 
Number of fouls in 1755 wy 1 f N 0 
46 4 FSR 31.224 tig bas gals 
> rity vill 5 [3% : Increaſe. 6&7 bat 
© 1... ConDrT10NS aND PRorzssioNs. 
Proprietors '917 3: Des 112 RO Maſons 1381973 Are 
Clergyman „i 1033S 517.110 Flax-dreſſers N 
Sur geen 1 Lint- miles 7 
Wea vers: 11% Corn unt e 7 
Tailors » 2215 teh Dyer nN 
Carpenters = +; 9 14 Carts 10 Perk Dae 
Wheel wrights =» 3 dee — hs 
Cooper = «/ 1 Swutchers © * 3 
Shoe- makers - 5 8 Baer N _ 
Shop- keeperts 18 Ale and ſpirit ſellers 
Smiths eu tot boturÞ2t 5d stolen Sud ni Nein u 
> RELIGINVS, PERSYASIONS, BIRTHS, Sc. 
Members: of the Eftabbſhed: Roman Catholics e HH ' 
Churcls'': „ 10% Annual average of. births 
Preſbytery of Relief 30 for 7 years, paſt 1819. 36. 
1—— 100 Dito of een Re 
Epiſcopalians - 12 ; 21 Ham? 3nd af did 
<a Dn &c. N On lu: Aida: 
Ploughs' -. = - 111 Sheep =» = 1220 
Pairs of cart wheels 233 Valued rent in Scotch 


A en 913 nl * 
Horſes) 1 = ,, 31 money sed *. 
Black Cattle ö 1269 1 $2 + 214! 0510306 Anw bas ls 
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Manufacturer, Mills, Se. — The principal branches of mas 
nufacture carried on in the pariſh are ſpinniag and weaving, 
The women ſpin with both hands. —Befides the Hax raiſed 
in the pariſh, confiderable quantities of toreightflax ate ſpun; 
and the yarn is either wove in the pariſh and tei bourhood, 
or ſent to Dundee, Conſiderable quantities uf Tnbufchol 
cloth are wove here, and about 50,000 yards of Ver d-wides, 
part of which is bleached in the nei ighbouring parill of Rat. 
tray; but a greater proportion is ſold in the village of Blair- 
Gowrie, and ſent green to London, There at are 7 meal mills, 
2 lint mills, and 1 fulling mill in the pariſh. *1 TRE rate of 
multure paid at the meal mills, 6 & in paces about a twelfth 
part of what is is ground. | ede 


171. abt ut 2bnie T 3» no di Io 


Call. —4 good Faber ie 1 are Near in the pariſh, 
They are of v very "different ſizes 1 vate. A Conſiderable 
proportion of ther are Fery good dab ht Horlts, but a fill 

greater proportion are ſmall and in kep 6. The forcher kind 
are worth from 13 U. to 25 f. each; the latter, from 8). to 
121. Many black tattle are aff Teared in he parlſh. Thoſe 
in the ae Ailtrier are very "feat, but tlie are conſi- 
derably larger in the other. Ge numbers are fold out of 
the parifh, when 3 or 4 years 619; particularly of the tots 
The ſtöck uf meep is nach "Gant, [IDheF are moſtly 
of thEwhite-faced kind, of à very Til $46, and are ſold at 
from 6s. to 9 s. a- piece. Their wool fells at abbut 14 8. per 
ſtone. From 8 to 10 fleeces go to a ſtone . Tod little atten- 


tion is paid” an valuable ai in "this Ad 


ei "= 


 Pricejof Proviſions and Lahour,—A boll of oat meal, weigh- 
ing 8 ftones, ſells, at an average, at from 14 8. f d. to 165.; 
4 boll of wheat at 20 8.; barley at 15 8.3 oats at 13s. ; and 


peaſe ar 1g 8. 4d. Beef, mutton, and pork, are fold at from 
| ” 
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3d. to 4 d. per lib, Dutch weight. Little good veal is ſold 
in the pariſh, A hen ſells at from 10 d. to 1 5.3 a chicken 
at 4 d.; eggs at 3 d. per dozen; butter from 8d, to g d. per 
lib, 3) ang cheeſe according to its quality and age. A day- 
labourer. receives, during three months in the year, 6 d. per 
day, and 8 d. during the other months, with his maintenance. 
Maſons and wrights, when they furniſh their own proviſions, 
receive 18. 8 d. A good plough-man receives from 81. to 
10; a maid-fervant l. with the crop of 2 lippies of lint. 
ſeed ſown in her maſter's ground, or an equivalent for it, if 
ke be not a farmer. 5 


* e lica 3 Schools, c. -The ſtipend, as fixed by 2 
decreet of the Court of Teinds, in 1791, is 5 chalders of 
grain, two thixds | meal and one third bear, with 45 J. Ster- 
ling of money, and 5 1. for communion elements. The 
glebe contains 93 acres, of which 44 are good ſoil ; the other 
5, lately obtained in lieu of graſs ground, are of an inferior 
quality, and at a confiderable diſtance from the manſe. The 
right of patronage is veſted i in Colonel Allan Macpherſon of 
Blair. Gowrie, and Colonel William. Lindfay « of Spynie, in 
conſequence of his marriage with one of the co · heireſſes of 
Ardblair.— The church ſtands on high ground, about 200 
yards north, from the village of Blair-Gowrie, having a deep 
den, planted with different kinds of trees, immediately be- 


hind it. It was built in 1767, and is a plain ſubſtantial edi- 
tice, at preſent in good repair, but cold in winter. It would 


be much improved with being ceiled, and having porches at 
the doors, which are in the ends of it. The manſe and a 


ſet of offices were built in 1771; but the offices Mere ſo ill 
Executed, that, after the preſent. incumbent was ſettled, i it was 


found more expedient to rebuild thay repair the greater part 


of them, which was accordingly done. Both manſe and 


offices 
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offices are now in good order, as are alſo the ſchool an 
ſchool-houſe. There is one eſtabliſhed ſchool in the pariſh, 
in which reading Engliſh, writing, arithmetie, book-keeping, 
and ſome branches of mathematics are taught. From 30 to 
50 ſcholars attend, according to the ſeaſon of the year. The 
preſent teacher, who has long taught ſucceſsfully, lately ob. 
- tained a ſmall augmentation of ſalary; but even with this 
addition, it is only 200 merks. The ſchool fees are, per 
quarter, 1 8. for reading Englifh ; 1 & 6d. for writing, arith- 
metic, and Latin. The whole emoluments, excluſive of 2 
free houſe, do not exceed 22 l. a year, a reward by no means 
adequateto the abilities and applicationof ſo important an office. 
There is one charity ſchool occafionally taught in the head 
of the pariſh. In the winter ſeaſon, there are two or three 
private ſchools kept up by the _ in corners remote 
from the parochial ſchool. 


" 
J 


Poor. There are no begging poor belonging to the pariſh, 
For many years paſt, the average number bn the poor's roll has 
been 14. The heritors and kirk-ſeflion meet twice a year to ſet- 
tle the roll. From 2s. to gs. are given to each monthly, accor- 
ding to their reſpective circumſtances. They alſo receive occaſi- 
onal donations, eſpecially in winter. Occafional charities are 
likewiſe given to individuals, and families not on the roll, 
whick is attended with good effects, and often prevents them 
from coming on it. The fund for the ſupport gf the poor 
ariſes from the intereſt of a ſmall ſtock, from the eollections at 
the church doors, from the dues of the mort-cloths, and from 
the rent of the ſeats in the galleries of the church, amount- 
ing in all to about 35 I. Sterling. The ſum expended has 
not varied very much for theſe 16 years paſt, except in 1783, 
when it was much greater, than in any other year of the pe- 
riod mentioned. Tue members of the kirk · ſeſſion are 2 

care 
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cateful in guarding, on the one hand, againſt impoſition, and, 
on the other, that no neceſfitous perſon be neglected *. 
Though there are no begging poor belonging to the pariſh, 
yet the pariſhioners are much oppreſſed with beggars and va- 
grants frogs other diſtricts, many of whom are very worth- 


NH E574 . 

village and Markets, &c,—The village of Blair Gowrie is 
pleaſantly ſituated on the north fide of Strathmore, almoſt cloſe 
upon the river Ericht. It was made a borough of barony, by 
a charter from Charles I. in 1634. The whole of it be- 
longs, in property or ſuperiority, to Colonel Allan M*Pher- 
ſon, who is proprietor of about a fourth part of the pariſh. 
The ſituation of the village is very healthy, and it is well 
ſupplied with water. There are 3 fairs held in it annually, 
and ſome attempts have been made to have a weekly market 
in it, but with little ſucceſs. The village is well ſupplied 
with butther meat and other articles. It has increafed very 
much within theſe fe years. As it is ſituated on a military 
road, any of the inhabitants may retail ale and fpirits, on pay- 
ing 1s. annually. There are no leſs than 19 dram-fhops in 
i, which, muſt, be attended with bad conſequences to the mo- 
rals of the people. 1590! 3 a6 i | 


| 06: ou Enid. HT. £/ hb; *: OY 
 Bleach-fiebdy Citth, Stamp» office, &c,— There is a bleach- field 
in the pariſn of Rattray, about a mile from Blair-Gowrie. 
The cloth is whitenet as it is ſent from different quarters. A- 
Vol. XXIII. Ce IR bout 


In 1582, the harveſt was late, and the crop was much inju- 
red. In 1 783, the meal was ſcarce and high priced. The kirk. 
leſion employed the poor's ſtock in purchaſing meal at a diſtance, 
which was ſold at prime colt. A ſmali proportion of the barley 
meal, voted by Parliament for the relief of the Highlands, was 
ſent to this parifh. Many of the heritors provided good feed 
corn for their tenants, where it was neceſſary. 
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bout 50,000 may be the average number of yards annually 
wove in the pariſh. The cloth ſells at about 8 d. per yard. 
Conſiderable quantities of houſehold cloth, and ſome Heſſian 
ſtuffs are alſo wove in the diſtrict.— There was formerly a 
ſtamp office for ſtamping cloth in the village. This was diſcon- 
tinued for ſome years, but was again eſtabliſhed in 1785. The 
following abſtract was taken from the books, containing the 
number of yards ſtamped for the laſt 8 years; and refers not 
only to the cloth wove in the pariſh of Blair-Gowrie, but al. 
{o to what comes from the neighbouring pariſhes, as well 2s 
to what is whitened at the bleach-field. 


Anno. Num. of Yards, Anno. Num. of Yard;. 
1785 — 17,197 Brought over 492,102 
1786 — 50, 388 1790 _ 190,682 
1787 _ 126,39 17/9 — 220,371 
1788 — 130, 602 898 —— 252,485 
1789 1+: "2 365364 | —— 


11 Total 1,155,640 
Carried over 492, 102 


State of Property, Incleſures, &c.— There are 22 heritors, 
and a great many feuers in the village of Blair-Gowrie. Only 
one of the greater heritors refides in the pariſh. Many of 
them are poſfeffed of conſiderable eſtates in other pariſhes. 
Moſt of the ſinaller proprietors reſide upon, and farm part of 
their od property. The real rent cannot, therefore, be eaſily 
aſcertained. Good ground, in farms, gives from 15 s. to 218. 
and ſome of it 303. per acre. The land around the village 
lets at from 30 s. to 43s. The number of acres in the pariſh 
is not known, as part of it has not been meaſured. Some 
progreſs has been made in incloſing, withia theſe 6 years, but 
ill at jean three fourths of the pariſh lie open, and very 

ew ſari; have been ſubdivided. The ingloſures are either 
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ſtone dykes, or hedge and ditch. Probably ſufficient atten- 
tion is not paid to this laſt kind of fence; the young thorns 
ſhould be more cheriſhed and better defended, in order to 
ſecure good fences. One property in the northern diſtrict is 
almoſt completely incloſed and ſubdivided, and lets, from 
year to year, conſiderably higher for paſture than it would 
do upon an ordinary leaſe for tillage. About 4 years ago, 
above a fourth part of the pariſh was fold at 36 years pur- 
chaſe, and is likely to turn out a good bargain, The rent of 
land continues to riſe in this pariſh. 


Agriculture, Produce, &c. The ploughs are of the Scotch 
make, conſiderably improved, Within theſe 12 years, there has 
been a very conſiderable alteration in the mode of plowing. 
In general the plough is now drawn by two horſes, and driven 
by the man who holds it, In breaking up old ley, or in 
giving the firſt plowing to iff ground, 3 horſes are ſome- 
times yoked; and, in one or two corners, the plough is drawn 
by 4 horſes yoked a-breaſt, and driven by a man who holds 
the horſes by the halters, and walks backwards. In general 
the farmers in the northern diſtrict are very induſtrious ; but 
they are only emerging out of the old method of culture. 
The diſtinction of cut. field and in field (till takes place in, ſome 
degree. Turnips and ſown graſs are only beginning to find 
their way into this diſtrict, The want of incloſures, and 
winter herding, are great obſtacles to their progreſs, particu- 
larly in thoſe corners where ſheep are kept. The tenantry 
here labour under many diſadvantages, Much of their time 
in ſummer is conſumed in procuring fuel; they are far from 
manure; the ground lies open, is full of baulks and large 
ſtones, and in ſome places it is very wet and ſpouty, This 
laſt circumſtance, with the coldneſs of the climate, many 
plead as an apology, for not having more of their farms in 

ſown 
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ſown graſs for ſummer feeding and hay. They allow that 
white clover and rye graſs ſucceed with them, but complain 
that the roots of the red cloyer are frequently thrown out in 
ſpring. Incloſing, draining, and clearing the ground of 
ſtones, are much wanted in this diſtrift. —The, crops raiſed 
in it are barley, oats, potatoes, a ſmall proportion of ,pealg, 
turnips, ſown graſs, and ſome flax. All the flax raiſed, in the 
pariſh | is ſpun i in it ; and the rents of many of the imaller farms 
are moſtly paid, with the mnovey got for the yarn, ſpun in the 
winter months. 


Improvements, Farm Rents, Se. - Greater progreſs i in im. 
provement has been, made in the ſouthern, diſtrict, than in 
the other. Here the new method of huſbandry is more ge- 
nerally praQtiled, and excellent Fr9ps. are, raiſed of wheat, 
pea © barley, oats, potatoes, turnips, graf, and alſo ſome 
flax. Dot even here ſufficient attention is not paid to a proper 
rotation of cropping. The tollowicg rotations are moſt uni- 
verſally obſerved. ere wheat is raiſed, the rotation is this; 
after grafs comes oats, then ſummer fallowing.z. then wheat, 
peaſe, barley, oats with graſs ſeeds. The dung is given to 
the . In the diviſion for peaſe, potatoes and turnips 

re raiſed along with the peaſe, and get a little dung. Some- 
u the grals is kept 2 or 3 years, but more frequently 
only, one year, On the farms where wheat is not ſown, the 
following rotation takes place: After 3 crops. ef graſs, the 
ground is broken up for oats, af which one crop is taken. 
The dats are followed with turnips, potatoes, and peaſe in 
one dixiſion. Harley, with graſs ſeeds, ſycceeds the green 
crop. The dung is given to the green crop. In the divi- 
ſion, for ats, a proportion of flax is ſown, and not unfre- 
quently, g crop both of barley and oats is taken after the 
green, crop and. the graſs ſeeds in that caſe are ſown with 
| e | | the 
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the oats. The farms in both diſtricts are of different ſizes, 
from 10 l. to 1301. Part of the pariſh is let in ſmall poſſeſ- 
ſions of a few acres to trades people, and this is one reaſon 
for the great number of ploughs and horſes; as there are 
often a plough and two horſes, where the poſſeſſion does 
not exceed twelve acres, Where the farmer does not 
carry on his work with the affiſtance of his children, it 
is generally done by ſervants who live in the family, except 
in harveſt, for which additional aſſiſtance is ſecured ſome 
months before. Sometimes a houſe, kail-yard, and an acre 
of land, are given to trades people, who pay their rent by 
aſſiſting in harveſt, and at turnip cleaning. Oats are ſown 
from the middle of March to the middle of April; then 
peaſe and lint-ſeed. Bear is ſown in May, and turnips in 
June, The harveſt generally begins in the end of Auguſt : 
I is ſomewhat later in the northern diſtrict. The pariſh 
more than ſupplies itfelf with grain; conſiderable quantities 
of it, particularly of ' barley, are fold out of it. 


Reads and Bridges. The great road, from Coupar of Angus 
to Fort George, paſſes through this pariſh, It was made at 
the expence of Government, and is kept in good repait by 
the ſtatute labour of the country, with the occaſional afliſt- 
ance of military parties. It is regretted, that a different di- 
rection was not given it, after it reached Blair-Gowrie, Had 
it been made to croſs the Ericht at Blair-Gowris, run a- 
long the eaſt fide of that river, re-croſs it near Craig- hall, 
and keep lower down in its courſe through Mawes, the high 
ground, over which it now paſſes, would have been avoided, 
and the traveller would have been ſaved many a long and 
ſteep aſcent. The great road from Dunkeld to Kirtiemuir 


alſo paſſes through the pariſh,” and cuts the military road at 


tight angles: It is kept in tolerable repair. The croſs roads 
dre many. Till lately, the ſtatute labour was exacted in 
kind; 
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kind; it is now commuted, at the rate of from 8s. to 123. 
for every plough-gate, or 10s. for every i oo l. Scotch of yz. 
lued rent, There are no turnpikes. Beſides many ſmall 
arches over ſmall ſtreams, there are 4 bridges, two on the 
military road, one over the Black-Water, and one over the 
Ericht, The two laſt were built by ſubſcription, 


Gentlemen's Seats, —-NEw Ton-HovusSE, once the ſeat of 
the proprietors of the Barony of Blair-Gowrie, and lately 
poſſeſſed by the preſent proprietor, is an old building, ſome- 
thing in the ſtile of a caſtle *. It ſtands about the middle 
of the ſouth ſlope of the range of high ground, which bounds 
Strathmore on the north, and has a moſt commanding view, 
not only of Strathmore, but alſo of part of different counties, 
—— About half a mile farther weſt, lies the manſion-houſe of 
the old family of the Blairs of Ardblair. That family were 
long the proprietors of a moſt extenſive property in the pa- 
Tiſh, and are ſtill poſſeſſed of a fifth part of it. The manſion- 
houſe ſeems evidently to have been ſurrounded with water 
on three ſides. The lake has been drained, and a conſider- 
able treaſure of moſs and marl has been thus diſcovered.— 
The proprietor of Blair-Gowrie and Mawes lately built a 
moft ſubſtantial and commodious houſe, with offices, about 2 
quarter of a mile ſouth from the village of Blair-Gowrie, on 
a beautiful flat near the banks of the Ericht. When the 


planting has got up, it will be a moſt delightful habitation. 


Eminent Men. — GEORGE DrRUMMoND, Eſq; who 10 
diſtin guiſhed himſelf as a public-ſpirited magiſtrate in Edin- 
barge. wap was 5 or 6 times elected Lord Provoſt of that 

metro- 


x” 400. houſe was rebuilt on the foundation of the old houſe, 
Laid to be burat down: by Oliver Cromwell. Many gentlemen 


were miraculouſly ſaved in a vault of the old houſe, while i“ 
was burnt down, 
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metropolis, and who had ſo active a hand in promoting the 
erection of the Royal Infirmary, Royal Exchange, &c. was 
born in Newton-Houſe, in this pariſh, | 


Antiquities, —There are the remains of ſeveral Druidical 
temples in the pariſh. Immediately behind the manſe there 
is a circular mound, or mote-hill, where, it is ſaid, Earl Gow- 
nie held his regality courts. It confiſts of ſtrata of earth 
and gravel, and is furrounded on the top with a dyke of the 
ſme materials. There are ſome large cairns . Beſides 
theſe, there are many ſmaller tumuli running through the 
pariſh in different directions, from an encampment in the 
neighbouring pariſh of Kinloch +. 


Diſadvantaget.— The time conſumed in providing feed 
corn and turf, and in bringing coals from Perth and Dundee, 
is a great bar to improvement. The diſtance from theſe 
towns js a great diſad vantage. This will, in fome meaſure, 
be removed by the propoſed bridge over the Iſla, near its 
junction with the Tay, and the road leading from the bridge 
to Perth, which will ſhorten the diſtance from this pariſh to 
that town about 4 miles. The tenants are beginning to bring 
lime from Perth; they will do it more eaſily, when the road 
is made and the bridge built, Converting into money the 
ſervices performed by the tenants, incloſing and ſuhdividing 
their farms, and making plantations of larches and Scotch 

firs 


* One of theſe was lately laid open, and a ſmall ſtone coffin 
was found in the bottom of it. 35 


An opinion is entertained by many gentlemen, that the 
battle between Agricola and Galgacus was fought in the Store. 
mount, and that the Caledonians, when forced to give way, fled 
in diſorder. Many of them were killed in their flight through 
this pariſh, This opinion ſeems well founded, and ts probahl 
well ſupported, by thoſe who are more concerned to defend it. 
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firs in the hilly and mooriſh grounds, would doubtleſs tend 
much to the cultivation and improvement of this country, 


Character, &c.—The inhabitants of this pariſh are, in ge- 
neral, ſober, induſtrious, attentive to their reſpective callings, 
and exemplarily regular in their attendance on divine ordi- 
nances. They are charitably diſpoſed, and ſeem contented 
with their condition. 'They enjoy, in a reaſonable degree, 
the benefits and comforts of ſociety. Their houſes, dress, 
and manner of living, are conſiderably improved. 


NUM. 
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PARISH OF CARDROSS. 


(CounTY AD PrEsBYTERY OF DUMBARTON—SYNOD 
or GLASGOW AND AFR.) 


By the Rev. Mr ALEzanvER MAuLAT, Miniſter, 


Situation, Extent, Rivers, Surface, and Soil. 


ARDROSS is waſhed on the caſt border by the river Le- 
C ven, and on the ſouth by the Frith of Clyde. Its 
length, from Dumbarton Bridge to its boundary with the pa- 
riſh of Row, is about 7 miles; its breadth, from the conflux 
of the Leven and Clyde to its junction with the pariſh of 
Bonhill, is 3 miles. The ſituation of the pariſh is peculiacly 
beautiful : The Clyde runs for 7 miles along its coaſt, and, 
being partly oppoſite to the flouriſhing towns of Port-Glaf- 
gow and Greenock, it commands a proſpect of the whole 
ſhipping, that great ſource of induſtry and wealth to the 
weſtern part of Scotland. 'The ground along the Frith has a 
gradual aſcent from the ſhore, for upwards of two miles, till 
it terminates in a ridge of hills, which ſeparate it from the 
lands in the neighbourhood of Leven and Loch-Lomond. The 
ſoil contiguous to the ſhore is of a light gravelly nature; but, 
at a ſhort diſtance, it contains a conſiderable mixture of clay, 


The lands adjacent to the Leven partake ſomething of the 
nature of carſe, | 


>. _ 


Volk. XVII. D d Agriculture. 
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10 Apnidultaine, Farming has not yet made that Progreſe, 
which, fror the ad vantagrous ſituation of the pariſh, might 
have bern expeited; At. Has, however, for theſe 10 Years 
paſt; baen making rapid advances. In order to promote this, 
the proprietors have contributed? much. Beſides their own 
example, which ſeldom fails to produce in the end the belt 
effects, they haverincloſe almoſt the Whole grounds, and 
laid them but, in maby ꝓlaces, in ſuch diyiſions and ſubdivi- 
ſions, as are beſt fuited to their reſpective farms Farmers, 
and, indeed, men ot every deſeription, overcome with duffi- 
culty prejudices which they have early imbwed. Theſe pte- 
judices operate as a ſecoud nature, and, for a long time, bid 
defiance to the ſoundeſt arguments. It is à practice in this 
parifh with ang, of never beginning to plough tilkthe/10th 
day-of March. However inuitipg the, ſeaſon may be prior to 
this period, it matters nothing ; they adhere to ik cuſtom. of 
her te therg. To hegin ſooner, it; d thoughts, would prove 
detrimental to tiir doil; and injurious to: the enſaing crop. 
This late plowiog gecaſions a late ſeed- time, and of, courſe a 
late har veſt, a circumſtante which is; ſor the moſt part, ac- 
companicd with many diſadvantages. This prejudice, how- 
ever, is beginning gradually to loſe its influence, and in a 
enen it cis a eee it will be effectually . 
Q 11311601 1611/0563 8 to Get 

1. fond is commen: 3 of the pariſh is oats 2 
. and, of late where the {oil is of a, ſtronger, quality, 
canſiderable: crops of wheat, peaſe, and beans are railed- , Po» 
tatoes/are:every where cultivated, The farmers, within theſe 
few years, hays begun to ſee the advantage af . green crops 
accordingly a number of fields are laid down in, clover, and 
. at * culture of turnips is e in its et 
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Manure. There is plentyrof He ſtone Ton the lands of 
Camis-Efkun, the property bf the farntly of Côlgruin: Large 
tjuanitities are regularly buynt}, with whicththe-nerg hbourhood 
is füpplied. The expente of burning is conſiderable, as the 
coal is brought by water from Glatgow;cat the rate of be- 
tween 5 9; ad & s. che 12 owt: On the thoto there is a good 
deal of ſea ward driven in; during the winter and fpring, 
which is carefully collected. and when laid upon lee ground 
proves an excellent manure Beſides this, "which is called 
blown karre; lur ge quantities of it are ci every third year. 
This; adhering to the ſtones and rocks within water-mark, 
grows in three years to a conſiderable length, and contains 2 
greater abundance of thoſe ialts and juices which promote 
degetatlon. As Cardroſs lies oppoſite to Port- Glaſgow and 
Grrenock, and as the Frirh is only from 2 to 4 iniles in 
breto rh; there is an eafy acceſs by water to theſe towns; In 
conſequemee of this, it has become an object of great impor- 
tinte to te farmer to import ffom them ſtreet dung, and, 
alttio&gh'this is dbne at great expence; each full cart, inelud- 
ing every charge; amounting at leaſt to 2 8. Sterling, yet the 
returns ainpiy compenſate ee trouble and AR 

ni bas ,2onuRa; 21 1? vilgubst? 

Drainmg : Few of the Rn this Dart are' _ 
ſeſſed of a capital, ſufficient for carrying on extenſive lin- 
pforettents“ They with difficulty ſtock their farms, which 
ate rented im general frem 20 l. to 50 l. Sterling. They em- 
brace the readleſt methods in their-powery uf ralſing articles 
to payithelr retits, and cannot afford to wait thoſe Ciſtant, 
ole Wb rale, Vith Which the improving” fraier u. ult 
lay his acc. Deſore inis partth eum be Improved; > large 
capital mült de employed in drainifig2” The clivizte, like that 
of every other pariſh near the mouth of the Clyde, is wet. 
In döullequence of the heavy, ard almoſt ingellant rains, 

which 
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which fall in the harveſt and inter months, the landa art 
for along tima drenched! in water and, of courſe, randereũ 
much. leßʒ valuable both tothe proprieter and tenant No-: 
thing but draining gan remove this inconvenience,; and faci- 
litate improvements and as the proprietors ate chiefly inte- 
reſted iq this, heirrexertions, it is hoped, will every day, be 
more and marea 10 promote nn an end. 
E bebt @ Ji 91% # 44. leib f! ni 2305 1 
Cottlec-Kormerly al med every, farmer kept fem thee; 
bot now S3ceptieg gn. three farms, this pradiice js . entirely 
given over - Tog little attention, in general, js given, to the 
breed of milk cows. It is alſo a practice too much golloy- 
ed, to overſtock the ground; in conſequence of which, the 
growths of the cows:is:injured, and the produce. of dhe dairy 
diminiſhed. The hroed ofibotſes is greatly improved ;:Their 
price, in the Glaſgow markez,.is from 45.4 $9,394, Sterling. 
11:7 £23 no 20 15 Din don br EL TO OUISV 9411 20055 
hy Ho/teoe-lt:owkk afford great plepſyret9the traxeller 
to obſerve: „er — houſes. Wach. are. interſperſed 
creaſing in number; a 7 —jr— which. dges pg. ſeal gre 
dit to the Pproprir tors. Sir ARCHIBALP: EDMON TON, of 
Duntreath, Bort, member gf Parliamant for Dunhartan, ſhire, 
in this; and, indeed, in every other, pariſh where his exten, . 
ſive property lies, has furgjſhed an example, which, it is hop- 
ed, ul ſoon be. generally folloyed. Hie tenants Are all well 
| lodged, and, comparatively ſpeaking, elegantly. Inſtead of 
the'did'lowbuilt and 4gpfned bouſes, which thein fathers in- 
habited, Is Archibald! has given them houſes, and offices 
ſulted to their teſpecti e farms, upnn a plan, which conyeys 
am idea ee eee that is highly * 
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Words and Fucl. The natural wodb i onRderibit f 
will bring, at à eutting, betwwixt 200 lL-and:$0001; Sterting, 10 
Beſides this there ate nearly 200 deres plante with Scotteiu 
firs larixes, & Theſe plantations are al ſuccesding wen, a7παỹ,] 
deing laid out with judgment and taſte, give an wppeararce: 
of prove ment to the country, which ennndt fail to pleaſe! 
coal is the primeipet fuel, 12 ct. of ich, brought by wa- 
ter, coſts in the Cardroſs Bay, where it is unloaded, 5 s. Ster- 
ing. Maily of the farmers bring their ebals fromm Kitpatricle, | 
5 the pit 2 6. per cart. Attempti Rade been made 
to find coal in this pan, dot as hand giv e _ 
bei, - wog Ali Jo 1554 


U „Aide | « DAVOTY 9: 430 Fo! .t 
Wan aue G Thin ——— el Scotch: 
It is iflicult'to Tay what the rea} rem amounts to, as: many 
of the *proprietors retain conſiderable fartas in their gw 
hands. The value of land, however, muſt be on the riſe. 
Tue great Influx-6f ſtrangers, in confequetice-of \the mau 
faftures upon the Leven, occaſions an increafing demand fon 
whatever the parifh produces. Thus the faraners find a rea- 
dy ind conNœenĩent market at home, à eircurnſtance which 
cannot fun to wcedlerate the improvement-ob the country, and 
increaſe tte fel Tent of the proprietors, In the neighbour- 
hood of the Eeven, many incloſures- are let upon leaſes; ſor 
beteten 2 1. and 4 J. Sterling per acres There are — 

r of whom Poets more the wy Wwe Git. 
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reds. The two great roads een the pariſh, thei one 

3 to 'Loch:Lomond, the other running along the Clyde, 

Xt kept in the beſt! poſſible repair. Tu theſe; the ſtatuts 

laber; bw cochmuted, is annually applied. Great praiſe, 
however, cannot be beſtowed on the creſs or pariſh roads. 
But as the commiſſioners muſt be ſenſible of the neceſſity of 
croſs 
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erbis toads for the Improvement öf the country, u &xerthoh, 
we are con viticed / will be Wantitig on chelr part 6 prkivte 
o laudable an ende ottwod gen an lodigtt ts bis; 
X95 2GETSAIRDD s O: Hing lo stndud sds no barng 708. 
Fapulation. The population has of lateiqgrratliy i ntreaſed. 
From a liſt taken in November 1793, it appeats there were 
no fewer, than by mood 2108 1 


The return to Dr Webſter, in 1755, was only 3 
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"tocreale within theſe 38 years 1 595 

30 .,th 59 & to rmtot x 7 12911 I. inge 

Of the Keie e 'RS501;4 IU 3f Honor 
Children under 10 years of age 614 
Ditto above that age are . 
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are by far the moſt conſiderable and extenſive of any in Scot- 
n 10 gan 28 Utlion 11 39555 ö * 321 ; land. 
IX OS 300ds li: nd Loire; 11114 812 ui id 
I is difficult: 1 aſcoviait the anden: af chil- 
dren that/argabhually born, as many, who are not bf the eſta · 
blahment, nvglect their regiſtration. Met is no regifler of 
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551 i e by 5 WY was early in this 
E. et apart for a bleach-figld. A few coarſe hand- 
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und NMeſſrs Stirlings,! mho. purchaſes. this field from the 
original, proprietors, are well, koowp.! At firſt thæy had. 
field at Daſholm, in the neighbourhood of, Gialgaw,. Where 
they carried on the buſineſs of printing to a conſiderable ex- 
teat, Upwards of 20 years ago; they removed: from that ſi- 
tuntion to the river Leven in this Fariſh. To this they 
might have been led by a variety of cireumſtances, nut by 
nothing more than by the ſoftneſs and trariſparency of che 
vater of the Leven, ſo peculiarly fitted for the purpoſe of 
bleaching... A neck of land, in the form of a peniniula, oc- 
caſioned, it would appear, by the river forfaking its forniey 


channel, was the place marked out as the moſt proper to an- 


ſwer the end which they propoſed. Accordingly, in 1772, 
a purchaſe was made of this ſpot, oalled Cardale, abd upon 
it houſes have been built, and machinery conſtructed/ to an 
extent, and upon a plan, which muſt-have coſt the conwpany 
an amazing ſum.—Act theſe ficlds, the property ot his com- 
pany, there were employed, in ſummer 1792, 876 perſons, 
Of theſe 3oo were girls (pincellere), and abgut, 13 FG 
boys, from 8 to 15 years of age. It may be proper: 
ſerve, that the boys are in general healthy, active, ang 
having nothing of that pale and fickly look, which too 
marks thoſe" boys who are employed in the cotton ſpinning. 
The wages for one month, July 1792, amountecf to withiu a 
trifle of 10001. Sterling. It would be to no purpoſe to en- 
ter here imo àᷣ minute detail; the Statiſtical Account oi. the 

1e pariſh 
kerehiefs, it is true, were then printed; but nothing fine or va- 
luable in the printing line was carried on, till about 20 years 
0% when it was purchaſed by a company in Glaſgow, under 
the nr m Of MfAlpine, Fleeming, and Co. Buildings were riſk, 
ell, and machinery conſtructed, by this companys! At great 
pence; an extenſive capital was employed, and every appearangs. 
Pragilſed, ſucceſs. This flattering proſpect, however, was ſoon | 
clouded; Difputes ariſing: among the partners d a {ale 
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pariſh of Bonhill, already publiſhed, contains all the nece{. 
fary information: To it the reader is referred *. Suffice it to 
obſerve, that every diviſion of labour takes place at theſe two 
fields, which is known to facilitate the work, and to carry 
the art to a high degree of perfection. The goods manu. 
factured are ſaid to rival, in the London market, to which 


moſt of them are ſent, even thoſe of the fineſt quality that 


are the manufacture of the firſt print-fields in England, 


Villages. —In the year 1782, the hands employed at the 
above fields had become ſo numerous, that it was extremely 
difficult to accommodate them, in houſes and lodging in the 
neighbourhood. Mrs SMOLLETT of Bonhill, whoſe lands 
lay. moſt contiguous, readily embraced this opportunity of 
improving her family eſtate, and of accommodating the pub- 
lic. Accordingly, a village was planned by the advice, and 
under the direction of her ſon, now her ſucceſſor. No ſooner 
was this plan adjuſted, and the terms of building fixed upon, 
which are from 9d. to 14d. the fall, upon transferable leaſes 
of 99 years, than a great number of ſteadings were purcha- 
fed, and houſes immediately built. The firſt ſtone was laid 
in 1782, and the village was called Rentous by the feuers, in 
compliment to the preſent Mrs Smollet, who had been active 
in encouraging an undertaking of fuch importance, both to 
her family and to the public, Since the above period, the 
village has rapidly increaſed. It conſiſts of three principal 
ſtreets, which run in a direction from north to ſouth, paral- 
lel to one another. Theſe again are interſected by a number 
of other ſtreets, all laid off at regular diftances. The de- 
mand for houſes, every where upon the Leven, has, within 
theſe few years paſt, been very great. In conſequence of 
this, beſides the village of Rentoun, a number of houſes have 

| been 
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been built in this pariſh, opgofite to Dutiibarton, upon feus 
from, Mr Denniſton of Colgrain; and a vitlage is juſt now 
begun upon the property of Mr Graham of Gorrmore, 
which; it is probhable. when the pretent ſtagnation ot buſineſs 
is over, will faſt increaſe in — | 
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 Diffitey," Mills, Ful. Oc. pere * dne aititiery, 
which eonſurnes of the produce of the pariſh about 500 boils 
of bear and barley, I he number of public houies, or rather 
y ſüpe, bas of late been greatly dimmiſhed. The 
Juttic es have for this year given licence to only iwo in the 
nilage of Re: toun, to ich ipirirs'of home producc. here 
ae thret corn mills, at two af uhich the wulture on the af 
tified lands, is nearly in the ptdportion of one peck and an 
balf the boll, contit ing of 8 tones. Thu proves à great diſ- 
couragem ent to improvement. There are 4 viſtxrent ferries, 
wo of the ſe are of great antiquity, as apptars from the char- 
ters, of the proprietors. | The prices of labour. victuals, &c. 
. n — in N and its 5 

Eat. Tut E. 2 or p ar: Aiſkinge; fs --ddultive; in this 
paritlu; ſcem to be almôſt peculiar to nx. A yare is built of 
ſtones gut livred fron the vide water: Hark; about” 4 feet in 
height, and ot cont derable length, and ſtretettes out into the 
met aw the form of a*crefce..t; or ot three ſides of à ſquare; 
bu to gioe it à probability of 10eceedingy it mult proceed 
from a pont of land, io as to incloſe a bay. Thie diſtance 
which a is extended: from the thre! is tuch, as to make it 
#peit, or $0:cr2@vbrr;. as the liſhers term it, about two hours 
defare lum water: Were it placett farther te the ſea or 


duilt mugher; the ſurf would be continüally beating * down. 
In ipring tides. the water retiring quickly, great > quarittties 


of fiſh, particularly herrings, are occaſionally taken within 
mn Vol. XVII. e 5 II + auicy 557 theſ⸗ 
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theſe incloſures; and ſalmon, in ſmall quantities, during the 
ipring and ſummer months. Along the Cardroſs ſhore there 
are many ſuch incloſures, but thoſe moſt happily ſituated are 
the properties of Mr Denniſtoun of Colgrain, and Mr Noble 
of Noble-Farm, The rights to theſe yare fiſhings prove them 
to be of very high antiquity, being granted by crown char. 
ters above 500 years ago, and confirmed by all ſubſequent 
charters, By theſe, the proprietors of the ſoil have the right 
of exerciſing yare fiſhings upon the ſhore to low water-mark. 
Some of theſe rights extend as far as a man can ride beyond 
low water, and from that throw a twelve-feet ſpear. his 
extent of ſhore, during the herring ſeaſon, is attentively 
guarded, that the fiſh which may entrap themſelves in 
theſe yares, may neither be alarmed by, nor taken in the nets 
of the boat - ſiſhers.— It is remarked, from the earlieſt ac- 
counts of this kind of fiſhing, that the herrings viſit the 
river Clyde, at nearly 3 equal periods in 100 years, each pe- 
riod conſiſting of ſeveral years fiſhing, The mode of ſecu- 
ring what filh may be in the yares, is with a hand- net. By 
ancient cuſtom, two thirds belong to the yare proprietor, and 
one third to the fiſher, if a tenant upon the adjoining lands. 
But when ſtrangers are permitted to fiſh, they have only one 
fourth part of their ſucceis allowed them. 


Church, &c.-The church of Cardroſs priginally ſtood in 
the eaſtern extremity of the pariſh, oppoſite to Dumbarton, 
and ſeparated from it by the river Leven. This ſituation 
muſt have been very inconvenient to the pariſh, and there- 
fore, in 1643,. a new church was built in the place where it 
now ſtands, the moſt centrical, indeed, that could have been 
choſen, and the moſt convenient to the pariſh at large. The 
church is a neat building, well lighted and well ſeated. It 
underwent a complete repair in 1775, and, by the care and 

| attenzion 
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attention of the heritors, it is kept in the beſt poſſible order. 
The manſe was built about 60 years ago; fince that period 
it has undergone frequent repairs. Upon the ſucceſſion of 
the preſent incumbent, in 1791, the heritors, with the great- 
eſt frankneſs, laid out 200 l. Sterling in repairing of the manſe 
and offices. The crown is patron, and the miniſter titular, 
Cardroſs is one of the few pariſhes in Scotland, where the 
right of titular is veſted in the incumbent, From a late in- 
veſtigation, in aſcertaining the right of patronage, it appears, 
that it was neither a mental church, nor ever annexed to any 
religious houſe, and theretore, as the Crown is patron, it 
continues at this day preciſely in the ſame itate as betore the 
Reformation ; with this difference only, that there has been 
a dilapidation of 11 bolls of meal, Beſide the pariſh church, 
there are other two houſes for public worthip; the one of 
the Burgher perſuaſion in the village of Rentoun; the other 
of the Relief, lately built in the neighbourhood of Dumbar- 
ton. Theſe diſſenters conſiſt chiefly of people connected 
with the printfields. The tarmers, in general, are attached 
to the eſtabliſhment. 


School. —The ſchoolmaſter draws no ſalary from the heri- 
tors. The emoluments of his office ariſe from his ſchool, 
which, at an average, may be frequented by 40 or 50 ſcho— 
lars, and from a donation of the family of Kilmahew. This 
donation conſiſts in the yearly payment of 5 1. being the in- 
tereſt of 1001. Sterling ſunk for the behoof of the ſchool- 
maſter, and placed under the management of the heritors. 
Beſides this ſum, which was bequeathed for the above pure 
pole by a younger branch of the family, the proprietor him- 
ſelf executed a deed, diſponing to the public teacher a right 
to an acre of land, a cow's paſture upon a ſpecified farm, and 
5 bolls 1 firlot of bear, payable from certain other farms up- 

on 
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on the eſtate of Kilmahew. Over and above the fees ſor 
teaching, and the ſaid donation, the perquiſites of ſeſſion- 
clerk may be equal, communibus annis, to 5 l. Sterling. 


Por. — The poor are ſupplied from two ſources - from the 
weekly collection, which, with the proclamation money, may 
amount annually to upwards of 30 l. Sterling; and from a 
legacy bequeathed a few years after the Revolution, by a Mrs 
Muir, a native of this pariſh, and originally of the name of 
Watſon. This legacy conſiſted of 5co l. Sterling, to be ap- 
plied under the direction of the uſual managers of the poor, 
for the behoof of the indigent living within a certain diſtri 
of the pariſh, ſpecially named in the deed of mortification, 
The above ſum was, early in this century, laid out in the pur- 
chaſe of land, which, be the laſt let, produces a revenue upwards 
of Jo l. Sterling per annum. There are no begging poor, and 
the heritors have never as yet been ſubjected to any aſſeſſ. 
ment. The number upon the ſeſſion roll varies, but, in ge- 
neral, there are a dozen and upwards, who receive quarterly 
a ſmall contribution. The number entitled to the benefit of 
Mrs Muir's mortification alſo varies according to circum- 
ſtances. | 


Eminent Men,— Contiguous to the village of Rentoun, in 
the old houſe of Dalquhurn, was born the celebrated Dr 
ToBias SMOLLETT. He was the grandſon of Sir James 
Smollett of Bonhill, Bart. a gentleman ot conſiderable pro- 
per'y in this county, a member of the laſt Scotch Parlia- 
ment, and a commiſſioner in framing the Union. The fa- 
ther of Tobias being a younger ſon, received, according to 
the cuſtom of his country, only a ſmall ſhare of Sir Janes's 
fortune, and, dying at an early period of I fe, left his family, 
conſiſting of two ſons and a daughter, in circumſtances not 

the 


of Cardroſi. 221 


the moſt affluent. The two brothers received the rudimenta 
of their education in the ſchaol of Dumbarton. The elder, 
whoſe nate was James, was bred a ſoldier, and amongſt his 
2cquaintance was diſtinguiſhed for his addreſs, and thole ta- 
lents cf wit and humour, which »fterwards charaRerifed 
Tob!as. A premature death, (he having periſhed at fea off 
the coaſt of America), robbed the world of thoſe talents, 
which, if ripened by time and ſtudy. might have ſhone forth 
with diftinguiſhed luſtre, Tobias, the younger, was educated 
in the medical line, ferved an apprenticeſhip to a ſurgeon in 
Glaigow, and ſoon after acted as mate aboard a man of war. 
In this capacity he was preſent at the fiege of Carthagena, 
the particulars of which he deſcribes in Koderick Random 
with ſo much life. Tobias could not long continue in this 
ftuation, His afp ring genius diſdained the drudgery to 
which his profcfional line expoſed him. He was a man of 
the moſt poliſhed manne-s, and fineſt addreſs, talents which 
ſeldom fail to recommend the phyſician. But with theſe he 
poflefled a pride which couuteracted their 1 fluence, He 
couid not ſtoop to that infiuati: g flattery 1» prevalent in 
the world, of which even the wiſe and knowing have often 


become the dupes. His mind was chicfly turned to the ſtudy 
of life and manners, in delitieating which he is perhaps ſur- 
piled by few. In this particular, as a painter of lite and 
character, he has reflected the higheſt honour upon the place 
of his nativity, and mult ever be confidered by his country 
among the firſt of her ſons in literary reputation. As a hiſ- 
torian, he may be inferior to Hume and Robertſon in retine- 
ment of thought, and political obſervation z but when the 
ſubje& leads to deſcription, or to the delineation of character, 
his powers appear unrivalled. To the greateſt genius, he 
Joined the moſt unremitting application. One proof of this 
caunot fail to be noticed, which is, that in leis than 14 months 

he 
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he collected materials, compoſed, and prepared for the preſs, 
his whole Hiſtory of England: An effort to which his nar- 
row and ſtraitened circumſtances might have directed him, 
but to which nothing but the moſt diſtinguiſhed abilities, and 
the moſt vigorous application, could have been equal. He 
married a Jamaica lady, and by her had an only daughter, 
who was cut off in the bloom of youth. After a life che. 
quered by a variety of incidents, he died at Leghorn, whither 
he had gone for the recovery of his health, in 1771, in the 
31ſt year of his age. Adjacent to the place of his nativity, 
a column was lately raiſed to his memory by his couſin, with 
the following inſcription : 


Siſte viator ! | 
Si lepores, ingeniique venam benignam 
Si morum calidiſſimum pictorem, 
Unquam es miratus, 
Immorare paululum memoriae 
Toziz SMOLLETT, M. D. 
Viri virtutibus hiſce 
Quas in homine et cive, 
Et laudes et imiteris, 
Haud mediocriter ornati; 
Qui in literis variis verſatus, 
Poſtquam, felicitate ſibi propria, 
Seſe poſteris commendaverat, 
Morte acerba raptus, 
Anno aetatis 51. 
Eheu | quam procul a patria, 
Prope liburni portem in Italia, 
Jacet ſepultus: 
Tali tantoque viro, patrueli ſuo, 
Cui, in decurſu, Lampada | 
Se 
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Se potius tradidiſſe decuit, 

Hanc columnam, 

Amoris cheu ! inane monumentum, 

In ipſi> Leviniae ripis 
Quas, verſiculis, tub exitu vitae, illuſtratas, 

Primis, infans, vagitibus perſonuit, 
Ponendan: curavit 

Jacobus SMOLLETT de Bondill. 


Antiquities, — A little weſt of the Leven, upon a ſmall emi« 
nerice called Ca/tle hill ſtood, it is ſaid, a caſtle, at times the 
reidence of King Robert Bruce. In this caſile, of which 
no veſtige is now diſcernible, that favourite prince, as hiſtory 
and tradition informs us, breathed his laſt. A farm in the 
neighbourhood ſtill pays to the ſuperior a feu-duty called 
da- meal. This tax is ſuppoſed to have been originally im- 
poled for the maintenance of his Majeſty's hounds, 


Charadter.— The people in general are ſober and induſ- 
trious The introduction of manufactures has, no doubt, 
produced ſome change in their habits and manners; and 
whether this change may operate more in the end to their 
advantage or hurt, time alone can determine. 
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NUMBER XVI. 
ISLAND AND PARISH OF SHAPINSHAY, 


(CounTy or OkKNEY AN Z.ETLAND.—PRESBYTERY 
OF Nou 1H ISLES.—DYNOD OF OREK NET.) 


By the Rev. Mr Gezorct BARART, Minifter, 
"I 


Origin of the Name. 

JD ROM whence the naue of this pariſh has been derived, 
cannot be determined with any degree of certainty, 
'There is, however, no improbability in ſuppoſing it to cone 

from the word ay or ey. which, in the Norſe or Norwegian 

language. is ſaid to ſignify an land, and the naue of that 

animal to which we are indebted for fo confiderable a part of 

our food and clothing. The anin-al here alluded to is the 

ſheep. for the breeding and paſturing of wh ch the iſland 

has been reckoned rather rem«rkable, and therefore it has 

been, with ſome propriety, ſtiled Shapinſbay, or the Sheep- 

Iſland. Put with more probability itul, it u ay perhaps be 

derived from the Saxon language. If we may credit the 

poet Claudian, the Saxons eariy inhabited this country, and 

had even the misfortune to bedew it with their blood. Ma- 

« duerunt Saxone fuſo Orcades.” Among that people „ba or 

ſhaw ſignified a valley, and ſuch an one too as lies near the 
middle of the iſland in queſtion; and from the combination 
of the name ſheep with this word, the whole pariſh may 

| have got the name of the Sheep Valley, or Shapinſhay. But 
| wWaving 
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waving any farther conſideration of this point, as it is a mat» 
ter of no great importance, we may obſerve, that it has been 
diſtinguiſhed by the name which it now bears for theſe ſeve- 
ral centuries, 'To ſupport this obſervation, we have the au- 
thority of Torfacus, and the authors ſpecified by him, and 
alſo of the celebrated Buchanan, who not only mentions the 
name of this iſland, but deſcribes its fituation and extent 
with conſiderable accuracy. © Littors propior Siapinſa paulum 
« ſe in orientem infleftens, ex adverſo Cracoviacae, (Kirkwall), 
« duo millia fita, ipſa ſex millia longa.“ 


Situation, Extent, Form, Diviſion, c. To the north of the 
eaſt part of the main-land, from which it is diſtant about 
one mile, and three from Kirkwall, this iſland extends al- 
moſt in the form of a croſs, from Stromberry to Neſs, near 
miles, and from the Galt to the foot of Shapinſhay, more 
than 5. The body of the croſs ſtretches from ſouth-weſt 


to north-eaſt, and the arms from ſouth-eaſt to north-weſt, 


Almoſt around the whole iſland, the ſhores are low, pretty 
level, and, to a conſiderable diſtance inland, covered with 
rich fields of graſs and corn. Towards the middle, the land 
riſes conſiderably higher; and as the hand of induſtry has 
never diſturbed its repoſe fince the creation, it exhibits the 
appearance of a barren waſte, fit only for ſheep paſture. 


Ancient Cuſtem,—As all the lands on the ſhore are pro- 
perty, ſo the whole of the hill ground is commonty, and 
they are divided from each other by what is here called a 
bill dyke, a ſpecies of tence, it is believed, almoſt peculiar to 
this country. The period when this kind of fence was 


firſt in uſe in theſe iſlands is loſt in the miſt of antiquity. 


They are common through moſt of the iſlands. They are 


built of turf, They crumble down in winter, are repaired 
Vor. XVII. Ff again 
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again in the fpring when the corn begins to riſe, and every 
proprietor, or his tenants, are compelled not only by the 
uſage of the place, but by bye-laws enacted for the purpoſe, 
to repair and keep up a part of the hill-dyke, proportioned 
to the extent of their farms, or his property. Theſe feeble 
fences, if they deſerve the name of fences, are intended to ſy. 
perſede the neceſſity of herding domeſtic animals. Early 
in the ſummer, when the corn begins to ſpring, the young 
cattle, and particularly all the ſheep, are incloſed within 
them, rather to wander about than to feed, till the end of au- 
tumn. So long as the nights are ſhort, the weather mild, and 
the paſture tolerable, they continue within theſe limits with- 
out much reluctance; but when the ſeaſon advances, hunger 
and cold impel them to leap the dykes in purſuit of better 
nouriſhment, and more ſhelter, Inſtead of their being di- 
rected by the tender and attentive care of a ſhepherd, they 
are then attacked with ſticks and ſtones, and hunted by dogs, 


with more fury than is commonly uſed ro ravenous beaſts in 
other countries. Hence theſe animals, which under proper 
management might be a ſource of wealth to the proprietors, 
and a benefit to the country at large, are decreafing in num- 
ber, and degenerating in quality ſo faſt, 'that in a ſhort time, 
If the mode of treatment is not altered, they will not be worth 
the raiſing, To protect theſe harmleſs, and very uſeful crea- 
tures from their various enemies, to watch over the young 
and the old, and the diſeaſed ; and, upon occaſion, to lead 
them to proper ſhelter and paiture, ſo as to render their fleece 
and their carcaſe important objects of rural oeconomy, herd- 
ing them is abſolutely neceſſary, So blindly attached, how- 
ever, are the ordinary claſs of people here to antient cuſtoms, 
and ſuch rooted averſion have they to diſcover what ſtore 
they have to their landlords and to their miniſters, that no 
force of example, no influence of authority, no arguments 

drawn 
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drawn from either humanity or from intereſt, can prevail with 
them to adopt a meaſure which in every reſpect appears 
ſo reaſonable. A. proceſs is ſaid to be at preſent. depending, 
which will in the iflue certainly determine how far cuſtom, in 
regard to hill dykes, is to be conſidered as the law of the 
country. But in whatever way the law may determine this 
point, we, from a ſincere regard to the intereſts of the coun- 
try, cannot help wiſhing that the cuſtom of the diſtrict, in 
regard to this matter, would yield to the ſtatute for herding 
of cattle. 

Formerly there are ſaid to have been near 3000 ſheep in 
the iſland, and now, owing to a variety of cauſes, they do 
not exceed the half of that number. The black cattle a- 
mount to about 800, and the horſes only to 250, owing to 
an infectious diſorder having ſome years ago entered the pa- 
iſh, and in a few months carried off great numbers of them, 
As there are few evils but what produce ſome good, this 
diſorder, which the people at the tine had good reaſon to 
conſider as a misfortune, may, it is likely, in the end, turn 
out to their advantage, in ſo far as it has compelled them, in 
ſpite of their averſion to novelties, to employ oxcn inttead of 
horſes. To the regret of all good farmers, {wine are raiſed 
here in vaſt numbers; and what adds much to the evil, they are 
under the very worſt of management. In the ſummer ſeaſon 


they are driven to the hill with the ſheep and young cattle, 


where they commit depredations without moleſtation ; and 
at the end of harveſt, when the fruits of the earth are re- 
moved, they come down in legions, fierce and hungry, and 
are allowed to roam at large around the ſhores, to the almoſt 
utter deſtruction of ſome of the beſt land of the iſland. 


Agriculture. The ſoil, though in moſt 3 thin and 
Mallow, is en fertile, otherwiſe, conſidering the hurt it 
receives 
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receives from theſe deſtructive animals, and the clumſy awk. 
ward way in which it is cultivated, it would produce no fort 
of crop whatever, Oats and bear alternately, however, it 
produces, as alſo pretty good potatoes, and formerly flax of a 
tolerable quality, was raiſed on it. Jo prepare the land for 
theſe crops, which are of the utmoſt conſequence to the in- 
habitants, as they make the principal part of their food, far 
too little attention is paid. Unacquainted with the mode of 
farming in a more favoured climate, the- farmers are at no 
Pains to make the direction of the ridges anſwer to the nature 
of the ſoil and the ſituation of the land; they never ſtraight 
nor raiſe'them, nor water-furrow their ground, nor do they 
ever think of plowing it till within two or three weeks of ſeed 
time, The whole winter's induſtry is thus in a great mea- 
ſure loſt ; the land loſes the benefit which it might receive 
from the froſt and ſnow ; and, as the labour is not properly 
divided, but comes almoſt all on at one ſeaſon, this cir- 
cumſtance obliges them to purchaſe more cattle, and main- 
tain more ſervants than otherwiſe would be neceſſary. The 
plough which is in general uſed, is but ill calculated to obviate 
the diſadvantages that ariſe from unſeaſonable labouring. It 
has only one ſlender ſtilt, to which as flender a beam is fixed, 
and has neither reeſt nor mould. board; the ploughman holds 
it by this tilt, and directs it by a ſhort batton held looſe 
in his hand for that purpoſe, Defective as this inſtrument 
mult appear, it has been honoured by a compariſon with the 
plough deſcribed by Virgil and Columella, as uſed by the 
Romans, to which it no doubt bears ſome reſemblance, and 
the parallel has been drawn between them with all the pa- 
rade of pompous ignorance, But if the form of the plough 
be exceptionable, the mode of yoking the cattle is not lets 
ſo. Inſtead of placing them in a line, or two and two toge- 
ther, as is common in the ſouth of Scotland, four of them, 
whither 
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whither horſes or oxen be employed, are yoked a- breaſt, 
with a ſtraight pole fixed to all of their nofes, which the 
driver holds in the middle, and walks backwards before 
them. From the form of the plough, it is evident it can 
neither raiſe the furrow thoroughly, or what is called plow 
clear, nor turn it over perfectly, but muſt either tuffer it to 
ſtand on the edge, or, what is much more common, to fall 
back with the ſurface uppermoſt. Their way of yoking their 
cattle, too, is ſubject to inconveniencies, for it muſt evident» 
ly hamper their motions and exertions, and thus render 
their work of leſs conſequence ;z the land muſt be poached 
with their feet, eſpecially near the furrows, and, as the 
driver is placed before them, and walks backwards, he can 
neither make them go faſt nor flow, nor direct them to the 
right hand nor to the left with any degree of facility. 

To every intelligent farmer, it is an object of much impor- 
tance to clear his land of thoſe weeds with which it is moſt 
infeſted, and the methods he makes uſe of for this purpoſe, 
are either to apply proper manure, to raife potatoes, turnip, 
and other green crops, or to exert himſelf in ſummer fallow- 
ing. Though our lands be overrun with almoſt every ſpecies 
cf plants that tend to obſtruct the growth of corn, our ordi- 
nary little farmers are either ignorant of, or deſpiſe every one 
of theſe methods. They plow their little fields in ſpring, co- 
ver them with ſome ſea-weed, ſow them immediately, and as 
ſoon as the ſeed is committed to mother earth, they careleſsly 
fold their arms, ſatisfied they have done their duty, and leave 
the event to divine providence, Neither are they more en- 
lightened or more induſtrious in regard to the uſe or the appli- 
cation of manures. Some of them have excellent marl almoſt 
for the lifting, and lime for the taking up and laying on their 
lands, at the ſole expence of the proprietor, and yet they will 
| not 
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not be at the trouble to employ either the one or the other, 
though they have been repeatedly told what wonderful ef. 
fects they have produced in fertilizing the ſoil in other parts 
of the kingdom. Even the dung of their cattle, which is at 
their hand, and which is ſo generally conſidered as an excel. 
lent manure, rather than be at the pains to carry to their 
fields, they in ſome places throw into the ſea, by way of 
a peace offering to Neptune, in order to render him pro. 
pitious in caſting a-ſhore for them plenty of ſea- weed, 
which is the only ſubſtance they conſider as a valuable ma- 
nure, As they have been accuſtomed, time out of mind, to 
{ow the grain they have raiſed on their own farms, no ar- 
guments can prevail with them to change their ſeed ; and, 
what is far worſe, they have conceived an opinion that ſeed, 
however ill ripened and ill dreſſed, however light and bad it 

may be, will produce a crop in every reſpect as good as what 
would have been produced by the very beſt ſeed of the coun. 
try. 

Under all theſe, and ſame other diſadvantages, the Ork- 
ney Iſlands, in ordinary years, produce as much grain as is 
ſufficient to maintain about 24,000 inhabitants, after ſetting 
aſide near one third of the crop as feu-duty, which is fre- 
quently carried out of the kingdom, A more ſubſtantial 
proof cannot be brought of the fertility of any country, than 
its producing, at a moderate price, even under bad cultiva- 
tion, as much as is neceflary for its own conſumption. This 
is certainly the caſe with ours, for we have, in ordinary years, . 
malt at 10 8. per boll, oat meal at half a guinea, and bear meal 
at 8 s. Sterling. 

From this general charge of bad farming, we muſt exempt 
moſt of our gentlemen, as well thoſe that rent farms from 
others, as thoſe that are their own property. Some of them 
continue, in a great meaſure, the old plan, intermixing it 

no 
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now and then with ſuch alterations and improvements a8 
are ſuggeſted by reading, by experience, and obſer vation; 
while others, unſhackled by prejudice, have adopted a 
mode which is in every reſpect rational as well -as uſeful, 
which in time mult have influence in the way of example, 
and which, conſidering the circumſtances of the coun» 
try and climate, would do them no diſcredit among the 
moſt intelligent farmers. In this laſt claſs may juſtly be ran- 
ked the only reſiding heritor of this pariſh, who, in the 
ſpace of 7 or 8 years that he has poſſeſſed the eſtate, has to- 
tally changed the face of that part of the iſland. Previous 
to his purchaſe, nothing was to be ſeen over its whole ex- 
tent, but a dreary waſte, interſperſed with arable lands ill 
cultivated, a few miſerable hovels thinly ſcattered over its 
ſurface, under the name of farm houſes or cottages, which 
were not fit to ſhelter from the rigours of the climate a few 
ragged inhabitants, dirty through indolence, lean with hunger, 
and torpid by deſpair, Every thing on this eſtate now happily 
wears a very different and more pleaſant aſpect. An elegant 
houſe has been built, and an extenſive garden laid out; the 
lands are ſubſtantially incloſed, and judiciouſly cultivated with 
the Engliſh plough; many barren fields are, by cultivation, 
made fertile; ſummer fallowing, with a change of ſeed and 
rotation of crops, is introduced with good effect; and the 
loil, which formerly bore with reluQtance coarſe graſs, and 
ſcanty heather, and puny oats and bear, now chearfully pro- 
Cuces oats, rye, barley, peaſe, wheat, potatoes, clover, and 
turnips, in conſiderable quantity and of a good quality. To- 
gether with theſe improvements, the ſame gentleman has 
erected a little village by the ſide of the harbour of Elwick, 
in which he has placed joiners, carpenters, weavers, tailors, 
ſhoemakers, coopers, and labourers of various ſorts, furni- 
thed them with work ſufficient to employ them; and thus 

| | enabled 
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enabled themfromde;feuins.of their induſtry to marry eth 
and to produce autuctous vfanies.r; In ſhort, Ciffak, 
Which is the name ot bus gentle man's teat, taken in con- 
Junction with ita appendages, exhibits to the eye of o trantet 
coming from the Jea, or com Kirkwalb rather the appear. 
ance of a. neat little villa in the vicinity of ſome opulent city, 
than, of a gentleman's houſe recently waiſed in u remote fe. 
queſtered part of the kingdom. That the former proprietor 
did not make ſome, or all of theſe improvements upon the 
oſtate, while it was in bis hands, was neither owing to his 
want of ſenſe nor of virtue, for he had a large ſhare of 
both ; but to his being obliged to live at ſome diſtance, in 
order to diſcharge the duties of a troubleſome office, which 
required all his attention, and of his wanting dhe means 
of exciting and rewarding induſtry, by the 6xperives he in- 
gurred in maintaining a; numerous” family. The berker 
oh, - this: pariſh. are, the Crow for -the>biſhops lands, of 
which Sir Thomas dunes is tackſman ; Robert Laing, Eſq; 
of Strennie, and Major Balfour ef Elwick, who together 
poſſoſi the hole iſtund. This parifh formerly made part of 
the temporality ef the biſhdpric of Orkney. The eſtates of 
Sound, and Ho, and Hammer, che former the property of 
Major Balfour, and the latter of Mr Hain, are feus from 
the biſhops of Oeleney How is the ſcat of Mr Lnng, where 
hethas an old houſt pleaſantly ſituated amiqſt rich corn fields 
and fine graſs; and which, were he to reſide there, and 
turn his attention towards improvement, might ſoon be made 
one of the, Moſt fertile and pleaſant” ſpots in -Shapinſhay, 
In the peighbourheod ef this place he has had 'Hme- kilns 
for many years, paſt, by which he has put in motion a 
conſidgrable, quantity of, induſtry. The lime is prepared 
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from {ipnes MMhich contain about one haf of valcareous mat- 


ter, and arg blown by gun- poder from rocks under the 
high water mark, and the produce, amounting ſome ſeaſons 
| to 
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o dess bend Finds « ready market d g ru 
through the iſland, particularly in Kirkwall. | | 

As no meaſurement of this de" e ben lia, 
the proportion which the ivated lands bear to thoſe 
that are cultivated, cannot be aſcertained with any degree of 
exactneſs z but the latter, it is certain, have been divided in- 
nnn 
ceed 600 1. Sterling. 5 


Church, Miniſter, &c.—The church was built in 1630, and 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and bears the name of Lady 
Kick, The manſe was erected in 1760, The ſtipend, with 
the profits of the glebe, may amount to about 90 I. Sterling ; 
zd befides the preſent incumbent, who was ſettled 12th 
September laſt, there have only been two miniſters of Sha- 
pinſhay, namely, Mefirs Alexander Niſbet, and Alexander 
Pitcairn, ſince the Revolution. In the new erection and 
foundation of the chapter, made by Biſhop Reed, no men- 
tion whatever is made of the miniſter of this periſh, as a- 
mong the ſeven dignitaries, or ſeven canons and prebends 
that compoſed this chapter. The miniſter of South Ro- 
naldſhay was provoſt or dean; the miniſter of Rirſay arch- 
gs the miniſter of Orphir precentor z the minifter of 

danda chancellor; the minifter of Stronſay treaſurer; the mi- 
iter of Iſlay ſub-dean z and the minifter of Walls fub- 
chantor. 


Antiquities. — The genius of ſuperſtition has been as active 
here in antient times, as in moſt other places 3 for we find 
it has been employed in railing ſeveral little chapels in va- 
rious parts of the pariſh. What good purpoſe they could 
ſerve, it is not very eaſy to imagine, eſpecially when built, as 
they ſometimes were, on holms or uninhabited iſlands. In. 
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Elhardholm, which is a place of that kind, and eonnetted 
with, and belonging to this pariſh, there is one of theſe cha. 
pels, that in every reſpect reſembles the other infipnificant 
buildings of the ſame nature ſo much, as not to deſerve x 
particular deſeription. On the higheſt ground, and near the 
center of the pariſh, there is, as in moſt of the other iſlands, 
a wart or wardchill, which commands an accurate and exten- 
ſive view, not only of this, but of 15 ſurrounding pariſhes, 
To me this appears plainly to be artificial, and though one 
6f the "largeſt kind, is certainly one of thoſe tumuli which 
are fo frequeritly to be met with in theſe iſlands. Theſe tu- 
muli, or little mounds of earth, ſeem to have been raiſed to 
cover the dead bodies, and perpetuate the memories of dil. 
tinguiſhed perſons; for in almoſt every one of them that has 
been opened, there have been ſound bones, and ſometimes 
burnt earth, and not un frequently urns containing half burnt 
bones and aſhes, ' In ſupport of this opinion we may have 
recburſe to Tacitus and Verſtigan, who inform us that both 
the ancient Romans, and Germans, and Saxons, obſerved 
the cuſtom of laying | their dead bodies on the ground, and 
raiſing over thein heaps of earth, covered with turf, in the 
form of little hiltocks. To the eaſtward of this little wart 
or wärd-hillock about an Engliſh mile, is a high ſtone, called 
the Standing Stone of Shopinſbay: Above the level of the 
ground it is 12 feet high, and perhaps 5 or 6 below it; its 


breadth is between 4 and 5 feet; its thickneſs a foot and a 
half; and from its being clothed in moſs or ſcruf, it has a ve- 


ry venerable majeſtie aſpect, and ſeems to have weathered 
many ages. In both its form and dimenfions, it very much 
reſembles ſtones that are found ſtandin g in many of the other 
iſlands, particularly] the circle and ſemicirele ln tlie pariſh of 


Stennes; and it has perhaps been erected eirher às à place 
of worſhip, or ſacrifice, or to be à monument of ſome fignal 


battle 
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battle or victory, or to preſerve the memory of ſome cele- 
brated hero who had fallen in the field of battle Towards 
the north ſide of the iſland, and by the ſea. ſide, is another 
large ſtone, called the Black Stone of Odin. Inſtead of 
ſtanding erect, like the one above mentioned, it reſts its huge 
ſide on the ſand, and raiſes its back high above the ſurroun- 
ding ſtones, from which it ſeems to be altogether different 
in quality. How it has come there, for what purpoſe, and 
what relation it has borne to the Scandinavian god with 
whoſe name it has been honoured, not only hiſtory or re- 
cord, but even tradition is totally ſilent. As the bay i in a 
neighbouring iſland is diſtinguiſhed by the name of Guuden, 
or the Bay. or Guo of Odin, in which there is found dulce 
that is ſuppoſed to prevent diſeaſe, and prolong life ; ſo 
this ſtone might have had ſanctity formerly which is now 
forgotten, when the only | office that is afligned it, is to 
ſerre, as a march-ſtone between the ware ſtrands or kelp 
ſhores of two conterminous heritors. On the weſt, ſhore, 
oppoſite nearly to the rock or {kerry of Vaſa, where the tides 
are rapid and the ſea is ſhallow, we meet with a place known 
by the name of Grucula or Agricola. Thither, tradition re- 
ports, one of Agricola's ſhips, in his celebrated voyage a- 
round the iſland of Britain, was driven by violence of wea- 
ther, and ſtranded; and what ſeems to evince that the tra- 
dition is founded on truth is, that Roman coins are laid to have 
been found here, by the late Mr Fea of Cleſtran. Though 
Agricola's ſon-in-law, Tacitus, not only mentions his. having 
been in theſe iſlands, but alſo his having conquered them, 
and diſcovered Thule, till then involved in darkneſs, and co- 
vered with ſnow, no ſuch diſaſter is deſcribed. by his ſtrong 
and elegant pencil. From his ſilence; however, we cannot 
juſtly infer the event never happened, eſpecially as he men- 
tions the Orkneys in ſuch a rapid and {uperficial \ Manner. 
26 8 « Hanc 


tue moſt remarkable pieces of avtiquity id this, and indeed 
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1 Hand oram tvifſane muri fund primum Romana cu ai circum 
cu , inſulam ae Briuaniam aſfirma vir, at mul incognita 
« af id temps inſulds' quad Orrudet tocans, invsmit, dbmuitgus, 
« diſpettd oft et Thule quam hadtbenu nix et hiums abdebot.” But 


im the other iſlamde, are thoſe large ruins confmonly deno- 
minated P. u. Here they are frequently met with 3. 
long the ſea ore, two or three of them at no great diſtance 
frotn, and in general raifing their conical heads in view of 
each other, | They are ſituated, for the moſt part, on the 
moſt'pleafant ſpots they are covered with green, and orns- 
mented with flowers and herbs of various ſorts; and fuck of 
then” as have been examined by tlie eye of | curioſity} haue 
diſcovered confiderable variety in both their: form und di- 
meniſions. Moſt of them gare cirtulary ſome of them verging 
towards an oval ſhape y ſume of them are very large, ochen 
of à ſmaller ſe ; in general they are but without cement, 
in forme few inſtances with io ;/ and, from the remains of the 
moſt entire of them, it would appear that they are wide at 
the foundation, aud are contracted as they advance upwards, 
ſomewhat in the- form of 4 Riln, and that they were cloſed 
on covered at the top is probable. The inſidei of ſuch of 
them as we have ſeen, however, is divided into aj great num- 
berrof apart ments, many of which ſeem to be df à very 
whimſical and inconvenient form, and alb of: them ate 10 
ſmall' as to be unfit: for any permanent accommodation for 
man. Io What purpoſe, therefore, has ſuch a quantity of 
labour been waſted, in erecting ſuch, large and/maſly-piles; and 
that at a period when induſtry was certainly not ranked among 
the number of the virtues ? As there was à time,; perhaps, 
when euch of dheſe iſlands, eſpecially of the larger kind, was 
a ſtate wit lin uſelf. : governed by its owi prince o its oun 
chitftain, thelechundings migtu have been erecbel — 
279 defen 
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defend the inhabitants agaiaſt invaders. On theſe the men 
might have taken their ſtations. and amoyed the boats at- 
tempting to land with their axrawss, or fink. them with darts, 
ſtanes, or other miſſile weapons and to bew that this opi- 
nion is not entirely founded in fancy, theſe. mains, ane moſt 
frequently to be met with near. bays, beaches; or-gther, land- 
ing places. From their internal ſtructure, conſiſting of va. 
riety of little cells, there is no: abſurdity im ο ing they 
have been intended. as places of ſecurit tur treaſurg for the 
moſt. valuable: furniture, and for proviſi ons! Thither they 
might. briug theſe articles, and whatever elſe theꝝ put the 
greaveft value om depoſit them wih care, and, eollecting 
heir force around, defend them ita the utmoſt extremity. 
la thaſe that ha vo been dug up, there have always been found 
hall burnt ſtones and earth, together wich a conſiderable 
quantity. of aſhes, sud many human bones, and tha bones of 
nrious other auimais. Erom chis eircumſtance, wH:amy be 
owed to conjecture that they have in tha danly ages, long 
before the practice af burying in church · yards, ſerved: as ſo- 
pulchral monuments for: princea, chieſtains, heroes, and other 
dſtinguiſhee perſons. But whatever was the view, with 
which! they Were at firſt erected, and to whatever: purpoſes 
tney were aſterwards applied, they. are verꝝ numerous through 
the iſlandis in this country, and are ſomet imes to: he met with 
on the coaſt! of: Caithneſs. Of the ſame nature with them, 
perhaps, were the buildings named Danes Raths in Ireland. 
Were in his antiquities-of that kingdpm, informs us, that 
Turgoſius the Norwegian, in the year 835 rattled theſe round 
works dr: fortifications, which are yet ta be ſeen in many 
parts uf Ireland. The Cartilla Brigantum; mentioned by 
Juvenal in bis fourteenth. Satyr, were probably of the ſame 
kind.. Near Cliffdale, ſame ſhoxt time ago, when! the works» 
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vered a ſubterraneous building of a fingular nature. It had 
been formed by digging the earth about 3 feet deep, and 
erecting pillars of ſtones built one upon another to the height 
of 4 feet, to ſupport à flat roof of broad ſtones or flags that 
covered the whole building, which was compoſed of two 
hexagons contiguous to one another, and their diameter about 
8 feet, and of a rectangle as large as both; As the whole fa. 
bric was confiderably below ground, and no veſtige whatever 
to be ſeen on the ſurface, it perhaps has been uſed as a place 
for concealing various articles of value, for which it ſeemed 
well calculated. However that may be, there was forind in 
it a gold ring of an uncommon conſtruction. The 'outfide 
of that ring was broad and large, compoſed as it were of 
three cords twiſted or plaited together; the inſide was much 
narrower, and pretty well fitted for the uſe of the finger, 
No inſcription whatever appeared on any part of it; and at 
the joining, inſtead of being ſoldered, it ſeemed to have been 
beaten together with a hammer, Near this place there were 
lead mines attempted to be wrought formerly; and the firſt 
ſpecimens of the ore were ſo promiſing, that à company 
in the ſouth granted their obligation to the | proprietor for 
cool. a- year, in order to obtain his permifion to work them. 
The ſum ſtipulated procured his conſent; they began with 
ſpirit, and advanced a conſiderable length, when either their 
affairs went into diſorder, or they found that the veins went 
too deep, or in the direction of the ſea, or that the ore did 


not prove ſo rich as it promiſed, which conſtrained them to 
b the ee g 


Harkour — The harbour of Elwick, which is the only one 
that belongs to this iſland, is as excellent for its extent as al- 
moſt any one in this country. In this harbour, as well as 
around all the coaſt, it is high water at three quarters of an 
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hour after 9 o'clock, when the moon is new and full. It has 
from 4 to 6 fathom water, over a bottom of hard clay co- 
vered with ſand. On the weſt ſide of it is a fine beach, with 
abundance of excellent freſh water; and as it opens to the 
ſouth-weſt, it is extremely convenient for ſhips bound to the 
ſouthward. In antient times it ſeems to have been called E- 
lidarwick ; for we are informed by an Icelandic manuſcript, 
lately tranſlated, that Haco king of Norway, 1263, lay with 
his fleet in a harbour of that name, near Kirkwall, in his 
way to the Hebrides or weſt of Scotland, He had planned 
an expedition againſt Alexander III. king of Scotland, and 
after he had lain in this harbour till- St. Olave's Wake, he 
ſailed ſouth before the Mull of Ronaldſha, with all his navy. 


Indiſtry and Manufaftres.—The boats belonging to this 
place are about 80, moſt of which are engaged in fiſhing, 
and in carrying the rents and feu- duties, which are paid in 
kind, to Kirkwall, except about 20, that are the property of 
Major Balfour, who frequently employs them otherwiſe. 
The fame gentleman has 8 veſlels, 4 brigs and 4 loops, that 
xe almoſt conſtantly employed in the trade of this country, 
and require 50 ſailors to work them, Beſides cultivating 
their little farms, and preparing the produce of them for 
their landlords and for the market, the men are employed in 
fiſhing what are called 4//acks for their daily ſupport, and the 
women in ſpinning tow and linen yarn for ſale, and in work- 
ing up the woot of their fheep, which is of an excellent qua- 
lity, for clothing to themſelves and their families. There are 
ſew tradeſmen in the pariſh, except thoſe in the village lately 
erected onthe banks of the harbour of Elwick. Their in- 
duſtry is not only beneficial to themſelves, but to others in 
the way of exaniple, and to the public at large; by enabling 
them to rea numerous families, The fummer months are 
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occupied in burning kelp, which is the great manufacture of 
this country. The men almoſt of the whole iſlands, and 
many of the women, alſo exert themſelves in this ſpecies of 
induſtry 3 and their joint efforts ſome ſeaſons produce up- 
wards of 3000 tons, which, at a moderate rate, brings near 
20,000 l. to the inhabitants. As it occupies the induſtry, and 
conſtitutes the principal part of the riches of the place, every 
attention ſhould be given it by thoſe that are friends to their 
country. The proprietors of lands, and their tenants and 
cottars, the tradeſmen in the towns of Kirkwall and Strom. 
neſs, as well as in the country places, and merchants or 
ſhopkeepers every where, derive from it much benefit. To 
them only who have ſtated ſalaries it is detrimental, by in. 
creaſing the quantity, and thereby diminiſhing the value of 
money, and without adding to the ſtock, raiſing the price of 
proviſions, Its being extremely uſeful, however, will ſerve 
as an apology for our conſidering its nature, the purpoſes to 
which it is applied, the mode of manufacturing it, and the 
means by which that mode may be improved. 


Kelp.—Kelp is compoſed of the aſhes of various ſea plants, 
cut from the rocks, or collected on the beach, and burnt in 
kilns or pits made on the ſhore for that purpoſe. It confiſts 
chiefly of the fixed vegetable alkali, in a conſiderably cauſtic 
ſtate, never altogether pure, but intermixed with other ſalis, 
and particularly with Glauber's ſalts, and muriated and vitri- 
olated magneſiae. The fixed vegetable alkali is the only valu- 
able part of the kelp, and to it the other 3kinds of ſalt are found 
to bear but a ſmall proportion z they do not hurt it materially 
in the manufactures in which it is uſed, and if they did hurt 
it, a ſeparation from them could, with no great difficulty, 
be obtained, If it is pure, or nearly ſo, it anſwers every 
purpoſe of the pureſt pot-aſhes, which is a lixivial falt, ob- 
tained 


of Shapinſhay. 233 


tained by the burning of wood, and which can be obtained 
only at a very high price, and from a foreign country. In 
that caſe it ſupplies its place in bleaching, in the manufacture 
of ſoap, of allum, of glaſs, and perhaps is neceffary in ſome 
other of the moſt important manufactures of Britain. The 
whole tribe of ſea-weeds is capable, by burning, to produce 
kelp; but what are made uſe of here for that purpoſe are the 
four following ſorts : 1, The tangle, (Fucus Digitatus, Lin.), 
the top of which is here called red ware, whoſe roots are 
fixed in the rocks, and are very ſeldom left dry even at the 
loweſt ſpring tides. 2dly, The ſea-oak, (Fucus V eficuloſus, 
Lin.), which we denominate black tang, and which grows 
next to the former, nearly at the loweſt ebb. 3d/y, The knot- 
ted ſea-weed, (Fucus Nedoſus, Lin.), or, as it is ſometimes 
called, the bell-wrack, and here the yellow tang, which in 
general occupies the middle ſpace between the low and high 
vater marks. 44), The jagged or ſerrated fea-weed; ( PFuciis 
Srratus, Lin.), commonly known by the name of prickly 
tang in this country. | Theſe four kinds of ſub- marine plants, 
vith ſome others of leſs conſequence, are cut from the rocks 
in the ſummer ſeaſon with hooks, carried up on barrows to 
the beach, where they are ſpread to dry, and are afterwards 
burnt into aſhes. The kilns that are made uſe of for this 
purpoſe, are either erefted with ſtones on the ſand, or dug 
in the beach, of a rircular form, and about 12 inches deep 
and 4 feet broad. In theſe they make holes for the free cir- 
culation pf the air while they are burning, and after they 
have continyed to burn till they imagine they have about one 
third of a tun of kelp, they begin to ſtir it ſtrongly, or to 
rake it with a clumſy inſtrument of iron formed for the pure 
poſe. Much of the excellence of the kelp depends on the ; 
perfection of this operation. Great care muſt be taken to 
keep it free of ſand, of ſtones, and of every ſort of extra- 
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ovecupied in burning kelp, which is the great manufacture of 
this country. The men almoſt of the whole iſlands, and 
many of the women, alſo exert themſelves in this ſpecies of 
induſtry 3 and their joint efforts ſome ſeaſons produce up. 
wards of 3000 tons, which, at a moderate rate, brings near 
20,000 1, to the inhabitants. As it occupies the induſtry, and 
conſtitutes the principal part of the riches of the place, every 
attention ſhould be given it by thoſe that are friends to their 


country. The proprietors of lands, and their tenants and 


cottars, the tradeſmen in the towns of Kirkwall and Strom- 
neſs, as well as in the country places, and merchants or 
ſhopkeepers every where, derive from it much benefit. To 
them only who have ſtated ſalaries it is detrimental, by in. 
creaſing the quantity, and thereby diminiſhing the value of 
money, apd without adding to the ſtock, raiſing the price of 
proviſions. Its being extremely uſeful, however, will ſerve 
as an apology for our conſidering its nature, the purpoſes to 
which it is applied, the mode of manufacturing it, and the 
means by which that mode may be improved. 


Kelp.—Kelp is compoſed of the aſhes of various ſea plants, 
cut from the rocks, or collected on the beach, and burnt in 
kilns or pits made on the ſhore for that purpoſe. It confiſts 
chiefly of the Axed vegetable alkali, in a conſiderably cauſtic 
ſtate, never altogether pure, but intermixed with other ſalts, 
and particularly with Glauber's ſalts, and muriated and vitri- 
olated magneſiae. The fixed vegetable alkali is the only valu- 
able part of the kelp, and to it the other 3kinds of ſalt are found 
to bear but a ſmall proportion; they do not hurt it materially 
in the manufactures in which it is uſed, and if they did hurt 
it, a ſeparation from them could, with no great difficulty, 
be obtained, If it is pure, or nearly ſo, it anſwers every 
purpoſe of the pureſt pot-aſhes, which is a lixivial falt, ob- 
tained 
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tained by the burning of wood, and which can be obtained 


only at a very high price, and from a foreign country. In 


that caſe it ſupplies its place in bleathing, in the manufacture 
of ſoap, of allum, of glaſs, and perhaps is neceffary in ſome 
other of the moſt important manufactures of Britain. The 
whole tribe of ſea-weeds is capable, by burning, to produce 
kelp; but what are made uſe of here for that purpoſe are the 
four following ſorts : 1/, The tangle, (Fucus Digitatus, Lin.), 
the top of which is here called red ware, whoſe roots are 
fixed in the rocks, and are very ſeldom left dry even at the 
loweſt ſpring tides. 2d/y, The ſea-oak, (Fucus V gficulgſus, 
Lin.), which we denominate black tang, and which grows 
next to the former, nearly at the loweſt ebb. 3d/y, The knot- 
ted ſea-weed, (Fucus Nedoſus, Lin.), or, as it is ſometimes 
called, the bell-wrack, and here the yellow tang, which in 
general occupies the middle ſpace between the low and high 
vater marks. 44%, The jagged or ſerrated fea-weed; (PFucus 
Srratus, Lin.), commonly known by the name of prickly 
ung in this country. | Theſe four kinds of ſub- marine plants, 
with ſome others of leſs conſequence, are cut from the rocks 
in the ſummer ſeaſon with hooks, carried up on barrows to 
the beach, where they are ſpread to dry, and are afterwards 
durnt into aſhes. The kilns that are made uſe of for this 
purpoſe, are either erected with ſtones on the ſand, or dug 
in the beach, of a circular form, and about 12 inches deep 
and 4 feet broad. In theſe they make holes for the free cir- 
culation of the air while they are burning, and after they 
have continued to burn till they imagine they have about one 
third of a tun of kelp, they begin to ſtir it ſtrongly, or o 
rake it with a clumſy inſtrument of iron formed for the pure 
poſe, Much of the excellence of the kelp depends on the. ; 
perfection of this operation. Great care muſt be taken to 
keep it free of ſand, of ſtones, and of every ſort of extra- 
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neous matter. The contents of the kiln muſt be made per. 
fectly liquid, and ſomewhat reſembling the metal in a fur. 
nace; and in this ſtate it is ſometimes very difficult to pre. 
ſerve it of the requiſite purity. The liquid requires to be 
left in the pit to cool, which it generally does in about two 
days, when it congeals and hardens into a ſolid ponderous 
mals, which is broken and piled up on the ſhore, till an oc- 
caſion occurs to ſhip it for the market. In a manufacture 
of ſo great importance as that of kelp, every attempt ſhould 
be made to meliorate its quality, This, it is believed, may 
be done by cutting the ſea-weeds ſomewhat earlier in the 
ſeaſon, and allowing them to lie as ſhort time on the ſhore 
to dry as poſſible, making the kilas ſo much larger as to 
burn a greater quantity of kelp at a time; and of ſuch a 
conſtruction as to prevent the intermixture of other mate- 
rials, by raking it thoroughly into a liquid ſtate, and by 
conveying it from the kilns, as ſoon as it is cold, to a ſtore- 
houſe, to ſhelter it from the hurtful influence of the weather, 
To increaſe its quantity is alſo an object of importance, and 
to do it in ſome meaſure there is little difficulty, The plants 
on the rc ks that afford this article, are ſeldom cut with ſut- 
ficient care ; they are burnt only every two or three years, 
when they might be burnt annually ; too little attention has 
been beſtowed on the cutting of tangle and red ware, and 
carrying it a- ſnore in nets and boats conſtructed for the pur- 
poſe ; nor has almoſt any perſon in this place attempted to 
extend the ſoil for theſe plants, by placing broad weighty 
ſtones, or even wrecked wood, on the ſhores, in convenient 
fituations. Were theſe circumſtances attended to, and the 
practice hinted at followed, our kelp ſhores, which yield at 
. preſent ſo conſiderable a treaſure, might nearly. double the 
quantity, This pariſh produces every year about 120 1 
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and, trifling as this quantity may appear, it has a conſider- 
able influence on the condition of the people. | 


Population, — The number of our people, in 1755, was only 
642, and amounts now to 730, conſequently there is an in- 
creaſe of 88. The cauſe of this increaſed population, we 
are able to trace to the reſidence of a ſingle proprietor, A- 
mong the people in a country pariſh, whoſe farms are ſmall 
and whoſe tacks are only verbal, the reſidence of heritors, if 
they be men of ſenſe and virtue, is of the greateſt advantage. 
They filence diſputes, and terminate any differences that may 
ariſe, by their authority; they ſet an example of induſtry, 
and by their ſmiles or their frowns, not only diſtinguith the 
deſerving from the worthleſs, but reward the one, while they 
puniſh the other. Beyond all diſpute, whatever promotes induſ- 
try alſo promotes virtue; and whatever weakens vice and ſtreng- 
thens virtue, has an evident tendency to promote population, 
Befides theſe means, the proprietor alluded to has made uſe 
of others ſtill more effectual. Finding, on his entry, a pau- 
city of hands for executing his plans of improvement, he 
ſoon erected between 20 and 30 new houſes, which are filled 
with young people that have married, and with families 
from other iſlands. Theſe have almoſt all of them nume- 
rous families of children; and, what is a clear evidence of 
their vaſt increaſe is, that about 17 years ago the youngeſt 
child in the ſmall diſtrit of Sound, was 13 years of age, and 
the ſame diſtri&t contains now, at and below that age, about 
70 children. As there has been no regiſter of deaths kept 
here, we cannot compare the births and deaths together, in 
order to aſcertain the extent of the increaſe ; nor have the 
regiſters of the marriages and baptiſms, on account of the 
laſt miniſter's infirm ſtate of health for ſome time before his 
death, been brought down to the preſent period, From the 
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1781 to the 1790, both incluſive, however, the liſt of births 
and marriages is as follows : 


BikTHs. 
Males. Females, Total. MaRRIAGEs, 
1781 15 11 25 4 
1782 10 11 21 2 
1783 7 8 15 3 
1784 7 9 16 2 
1785 6 93 19 I 
1786 13 12 25 I 
1787 7 9 16 2 
1788 8 9 17 5 
1789 12 14 26 10 
1790 9 r II 


As there is plenty of excellent peat in the pariſh, as the 
air is wholeſome, and food is in tolerable abundance, the 
people live long; and, what is of far more conſequence, they 
are, even at an advanced age, both vigorous and healthy. In 
proof of this, we may obſerve, that there are ſeveral above 
go, ſome of whom work every day in boats and otherways ; 
and that laſt harveſt, which was no leſs long than rainy, 
ſome that were between 80 and go years of age, were em- 
ployed conſtantly in the laborious taſk of ſhearing. To the 
lame purpoſe it may be obſerved, that a gentleman of curio- 
fity, ſome ſhort time ago, wrote to a woman in this pariſh to 
know her age, as he had been informed it was uncommon ; 
the woman was no leſs diſtinguithed for her good ſenſe than 
her veracity, and wrote him for anſwer, that ſhe was born 
1688. She ſpecified many remarkable events, which ſhe 
diſtinctly remembered; and concluded her letter by inform- 
ing him, that although ſhe was at that time 97, ſhe had writ- 
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ten it without ſpectacles. To conclude, in order to give this 
pariſh the degree of proſperity of which it is capable, the 
heritors ſhould reſide on their eſtates, and by the combined in- 
fluence of their money, their authority, and example, point out 
to them the road to happineſs, The farms, which at preſent 
are too ſmall, ſhould be 2 or 3 of them joined into one; tacks 
of conſiderable length ſhould be granted ; the rents and feu- 
duties ſhould not be paid in kind, but in money; and ſer- 
vices of every ſort ſhould be aboliſhed, with a view to induce 
men of ſubſtance and induſtry to become farmers, If, to 
theſe improvements, a better mode of agriculture were ad- 
ded, and were the people that could be ſpared from the mak- 
ing of kelp, and the cultivation of the ground, employed in 
fiſhing, and ſome beneficial manufacture, Shapinſhay would 
ſoon raiſe her head high among her fiſter iſles, and would 


not ſuffer by a compariſon with almoſt any other iſland be- 
longing to Scotland. 
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NUMBER XVII. 


PARISH OF LUSS. 


(CounTY AND PrEsBYTERY oT DUMBARTON,—SYN0D 
oF GLASGOW AND ArR.) 


By the Rev. Mr Jonn STuarT, Miniſter. 


Situation, Extent, Erection, and Digunfions. 


"HE pariſh of Luss is ſituated in the county and preſ- 

bytery of Dumbarton, and in the ſynod of Glaſgow 
and Ayr. It is about 8; Engliſh miles long from S. to N. 
and from 23 to 5 miles broad. It is bounded on the ſouth 
by the pariſhes of Bonhill and Cardroſs ; on the north by the 
pariſh of Arrochar; on the eaſt by Lochlomond; and on the 
weſt by the pariſh of Row. It was formerly of great extent, 
reaching, on the weſt fide of Lochlomond, from the one end 
of that lake to the other, and comprehending ſome of the 
lands on its caſt fide, together with moſt of its iſlands. 

By an act of the Privy Council, in the year 1621, the 
lands of Buchanan were disjoined from this pariſh, and an- 
nexed to that of Inchcalloch. About the year 1650, the 
lands of Auchindennan, Cameron, Stockrogert, and Tulli- 
chewen were disjoined from it, and annexed to the pariſh of 
Bonhill. In 1658, the lands of Arrochar were disjoined 
from it, and formed into a ſeparate pariſh, But the lands 
of 
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of Caldanach, Preſstelloch, and Conglens, belonging once to 
the pariſh of Inchcalloch, are now annexed, quoad omnia, and 
the lands of Bannachrae, belonging properly to the pariſh 
of Row, are conſidered as annexed, quoad ſacra, to that of 


Luſs. 


Soil. Surface, Climate, Longevity, and Diſeaſes. —The ſoil is 
in general light and gravelly, but in ſome parts there is good 
loam, The principal level land lies near Lochlomond, and 
chiefly where the rivers diſcharge themſelves into it, formed 
probably in the courſe of ages, by the ſand and ſoil carried 
down from the higher grounds by the torrents. Scarcely one 
twelfth of the ſurface is arable, The greateſi part is hilly 
and mountainous, 'The climate is mild and temperate. Snow 
ſeldom lies many days on the low grounds. In ſevere win- 
ters, the degree of cold has been found to be conſiderably 
greater near Glaſgow and Edinburgh than in this country. 
Hollies, and other plants in the hedges and gardens, have 
there been killed by the froſt, when here they remained un- 
hurt, The mountains and woods break the force of the 
winds in every direction; and the exhalations from that part 
of the lake which never freezes, may perhaps likewiſe ſerve 
to temper the armoſphere. The air, though often moiſt, is 
remarkably healthful, Many of the people live to a great 
age. The venerable lift of old perſons, in the little village of 
Luſs, in 1769, is well known *®. A man who reſided in it 


many 
Rev. Mr James Robertſon, miniſter, aged 90 
Mrs Robertſon, his wife — — — 86 
Ann Sharp, their ſervant — — 94 
Niel M- Naughtan, kirk. officer — — 86 
Chriſtian Gay, his wife — _ — 94 
Walter Maclellan — — -=_ 90 
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many years, died in February 1790, aged 96. In 1993, the 
following were living in it: 
Hector Maclean, aged — — 


Janet Walker — — — inte 
Elizabeth Macwattie — - - ow 1 
Margaret Macgregor — — — 


There is one woman in the pariſh aged — 97 
Some families in it ſeem to have a hereditary right to long 
life. There are two brothers and two ſiſters german in it, 
whoſe father was 96, and their mother 82 years old at their 
death, and whoſe ages, in 1793, when added together, made 
310 years. 'The eldeſt of the brothers is ſtill in good health, 
and has at preſent alive 3 ſons and 4 daughters, 54 grand- 
children, and 10 great-grand-children. In 1793, there were 
likewiſe 4 filters german living in the pariſh, -whoſe ages to» 
gether made 312 years. The people are ſubject to few diſ- 
eaſes, Fevers and conſumptions are the moſt common, The 
former of theſe are generally imported from other parts, and 
e FF 


Is 27 


Take and . a e 
variety and magnificence of ſcenery, is not perhaps to be 


equalled by any lake in Great Britain. Its beauties are fo 


well known, and; have already been. ſo well deſeribed' by 
others, as to make any new deſcription of them unneceſſary . 


here are ſcyeral fine views of them to be ſeen from the 


high road on each ſide of it, and from the adjacent heights, 
each of which has, its admirers. Thoſe which are common- 
ly reckoned beſt, are- from the 85 of the EY in 
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the iſlands of Inchtavanach and Inchmurren, the Strone hill 
near Luſs, and the point of Farkin ; but, in order to have 
this laſt view in the greateſt perfection, it is neceſſary to a- 
ſcend conſiderably higher than the line of the road. Loch- 
lomond is about 24 Englith miles long, in ſome parts above 
miles broad, and contains above 20, ooo acres of water. Its 
depth ſouth from Luſs ſeldom exceeds 20 tathoms, or 120 
feet, North from that it is much greater. Oppoſite to the 
point of Fark in it is 66, and a little farther north 80 fa- 
thoms, For about a mile ſouth from Tarbet it is, with little 
difference, 86 fathoms; but about two miles north from it, 
oppolite to Alt-garv, it 1s 100 fathoms, which is probably the 

greateſt depth of the lake. Beyond that its depth gradually 

diminiſhes to its north end. 'L he north and decper part of 

Lohlomond is never covered with ice; but ſouth iron: Luſs, 

in ſevere froſts, its ſurface has been ſo completely frozen, as 

to render it ſafe for men, and even for horſes and toaded 

leds, to go from each fide to the different iflands, It is re- 

markable, however, that part of the narrow ſound between 

the iſlands of Inchtavanach and Inchconagan, the average 

depth of which no where exceeds two fathoms and a half, 

awd where there is no perceptible current, yet was never 

known to freeze, not even in the year 1740. This, perhaps, 

may be owing to ſome ſprings rifing there, fed by the adja- 

cent high grounds. After great floods in winter, the ſur- 

hee of Lochlomond has been known to rife about 6 feet 

bigher than it is after much drought in ſummer, Its average 
height above the level of the ſea is 22 feet; but that it is 
now conſiderably higher than it once was, and is therefore 
faining upon the ground, there is clear evidence. Acrois the 
channel of the river Falloch, at the north end of the lake, 
there are ſtones fixed at regular diſtances, once evidently in- 
tended for enabling paſſengers to ſtep from one fide to the 
Vol., XVII. 11 other 


242 Statiſiical Acequnt 


other, but now, never covered with, leſs than 4 or 5 feet depth 
of water... Near, the middle of the Bay of Caniſtraddan, 
when the water is low, there is a heap of ſtones, to. be ſeen, 
where the Col quhoun's of Camſtraddan are ſaid to have once 
had their family reſidence. Cambden, in his Atlas Britan. 
nica, deſcribes an iſland as exiſting there in his day, in which 
there was 4 houſe and an orchard *. About 5 miles farther 
fouth, at a diſtance trom the ſhore, there i is another heap of 
ones, ſaid to be the ruins of a church, A field oppoſite to 
it is ſtill called Ach-na-beag/ats, or the church-field. Ihis 
riſe of the ſurface of the lake, is probably owing to the ſand 
and mud ſubſiding near the mouth of the Leven, and dam- 
ming Ane Water. 


ts Tepe 


Ind There are at n about 30 iſlands i in  Lockls- 
mond, ſmall and great. Moſt of them are finely wooded, 


Some of them are inhabited, and prove, at. times, commo- 


dious afylums to the diſprdered in mipd, Ten of them are 
conſiderable in ſize ; four of thele belong to the pariſh of 
Luſs: V, Inrbta vanach. above three quarters, of an Engliſh 


mile long, and about two furlongs and a half. broad, contains 


135 Scotch acres, of Which 127. arc. wager a god oak wood, 


which is moderately, yalued at 41000 l. each. .cutting, once in 
20 yea. Thel remaining, acres. arg outfield, and carry at 


times) good. crop · The land j is not at preſent inhabited. 


A mask is aid; at a remote period; to, have fixe his reſi- 
dence there, from, hom it; derives its name of Inch-ta-vanach, 
i. #924Pev3/lend of. the mant houſe, ; A ſweeter retirement, 
at more adapted for contemplation, he could not Perhaps 


have choſen. 30%, Inc bennagan. ſuuated on the eaſt fide of 


Inchtavanach, a ſeparated Ora | it ouly by a narrow ſound, 
„om 8.0994 vn vide loo | abore 
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above half a mile long, and abott to furlongs and a half 
's broad, contains 94 acres, which are all under a natural oak 
n and fir wood. 3dly, Inthmoan, i. e. the moſs Ilie; lying a lit- 
tle to the ſouth of Inchconagan, about three quarters of u 
mile long and a quarter broad, contains 99 acres, moſtly of 
moſs, from which the village of Luſs and the neighbourhood 
re ſupplied with peats. 41h Tnchlonaig, near a mile long, 


a and above A quarter of a mile broad, contains 145 acres, 66 
1 of which are under a natural wood of od yews; The whole 
x land has fot many years been ROPE as a deer "pn by the _ 


mily of E. 


Phenomena,—Lochlomond has 8 long famed for three 
wonders, viz. fiſb without fins, waves without wind, and a 
fhating iſland.” Vipers, which abound in the iflands, and are 
ſo far amphibious as to ſwim from one to another, are pro- 
? bably the #/b without fins. 'A man of undoubted veracity, 
: who lives in the village of Loſs, affirins that he has ſeen one 
a of them attempt to get into a boat in which he was, and 
that it was inſtantly killed. A ſwelling wave without any 
wind | rceptible at the time, is not peculiar to this lake. It 
may be obferved, , wherever there is a great extent of water, 
if a calm "iminediately ſucceeds a ſtorm.” But indepen?” int of 
any « commotion | in the atmofphere, at the time of he re- 
dae e earth uake at Liſbon, in 1785, the water of Loch- 
lomon roſe fad denly ſomt feet above iti former level, and 
was otherwiſe uncommonly agitated z and ſome phenomena 
of thus 1 kind. obſerved at a remote period, may have been the 

wonder alluded to. A ſmall land lying ner the weſt ſhore 

Fee, is called he Floating and.” Tt is now, at 
„ol k 

_ Teaft, | fixed there; but that it may have once floated' is ere- 
didle. In that caſe, it muſt probably have been a moſly frag- 


ment, detached. by the. wayes from the neigh! bopring iſle of 
i re pa N Inch- 


* * 3 bo * > 4 ” 
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Inchmozn, and kept together by the matted roots of coarſe 
grafſes, gales, or Dutch ,myrtles, , willows, &c. In a ſmall 
lake in the e of nee a n , of this 
kind actually exiſts *. 


River. — There are 4 rivers in the pariſh, all of which diſ. 
charge themſelves into Lochlomo..d, but none of them are 
remarkable for ſize; V, The river Freon, which riſes in 
Glenfroon, and enters into the lake near the ſouth end of 
the pariſh. , 2dy, The tiver of Finigſi. 3dly, That of Luz 
And, athly, That of Douglaſs, which forms a great part of 
the boundary between the pariſhes of Luſs and Arrochar, 


Words, c. There are 880 acres under natural wood. 
Of theſe there are about 700 almoſt entirely under oak woods, 


which have been uſually, cut down, once in 20 years, and at 


laſt cutting produced about 14c00 bolls of bark 4, A cutting 


of the whole oak woods of that age, at an average of prices 


for 15 years paſt, may be valued at 76001, They are. of 
ſuch extent as to admit of their being properly. divided into 
20 ſeparate hags or parts, one of which may be cut every 
year. The cutting commences about the beginning of May, 


or as ſoon as the bark can be eaſily peeled, and muſt be over 
before the middle of July. Formerly there was litile atten · 


tion paid to the manber in which the work was performed ; 


but now care is taken that the trees ſhall be all cut down 


and peeled "cloſe to. the ground, lo as to make the young 


; ſhoots rile as much as poſſible directiy from the earth, and 
ö acquire oath 6 nen 6 . own, independent | 'of thoſe of the pa- 


10 8. 
t lock. For the ame pur le, in rou h and hi 
ren! nigys 21s! 318 bn: fame. urpoſe * N 5 
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grounds, burning the heath; 'or any bruſh-wood which can 
de collected about the ſtocks, is four. d to have an excellent 
effect. After the woods are cat, they art, for 5 or 6 years, 
carefully preſerved from cattle. At that period, at 10 or 12, 
and at 15 or 16 yea's of aye, they are weeded or cleared 
from broom, briars; or whatever elſe is prejudicial to them, 
and properly thinned he firtt weeding is much for the 
benefit of the wood, but makes no immediate Tetikus t6 the 
proprietor. The hoops got at the ſecond will beat about one 
fourth of the expence ; and at the third, will do ſomething 
more than clear the whole, Trees of every kind thrive in 
this country amazingly. An oak in the Bandry wood 96 
years old, is 7 feet 3 inches in girth two feet above the 
ground, has in its trunk, which is 21 feet high, 45 foli d feet 
of timber, and is computed to have 4 bolls of bark. Ano- 
ther oak near the houſe of Camſtraddan, which is about 80 
years old, is 7 feet 2 inches in girth two feet above the 


31 1 


ground, has in its trunk 36 feet of ſolid timber, and is com- 
puted to have 23 bolls of bark, But the trees of the ; 'great- 
eſt ze in this pariſh are at Roſedoe. A Jew, tree there, at 


the gr of 27 feer above the ground is 123 feet, and a | 
ſrcamore, a at the laue height, 133 feet io ginthe . Their, ”> 


k uncertain, O 91bbic 207 


The natural woods of this country conblt of oak, add, yew, 
holly, mouptair aſh, birch. hazel, aſpen, alder, crab, baw- 
thotn, and willows, Oaks :hrive only in dry ground, Aſhes 
abound ot on the banks of the lake and near rill af water, 
Yews a are rarcly found but in the lands. . , Hollies are ſeat- 
tered through the woods, and mountain, aſhes often grow in 
elevated fituations. The remaining kinds are leſs valuable, 
and frequently, therefore, diſtinguiſhed by the name of bar- 
ren timber. The other indigenous plants, are . l a ſame 


as in other parts of the Highlands, in  fimilar foi 
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tions. A few are to be found, which are uſually confidered 
as rare; as, ſcetes . Jacutris, or quillwort ; /ubulatia aquatica, 
or awlwort aliſma ranunculvidet, or leſſer water plantain; 
cſmunda egalu, or Howerin 8 fern; lichen Burgi z Or crowned 
lichen, Sc. 


ld Anion. The following is a liſt of the wild animals, 
obſerved for ſome years paſt in this part of the country. The 


names of ſuch as are migratory, are diſtinguiſhed by an aſte- 
riſk (*) before them, 
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Sorer àraneus. 


5 * Latin Name. 
Cervus dama. Lin. 
Cervus capreolus. Lin. 
Canis vulpes. Lin. 
Catus ſylveſtris. Klein. 
Urſus meles; Lin. 


Martes abietum. Raii. 
Muſtela putorius. Lin. 
Muſtela vulgaris. Klein. 
Muſtela erminea Lin. 
Muſtela lutra. Lin. 


Lepas timidus. Lin, 
Lepus hieme albus. Forſt. 
Mus rattus. Lin. 5 
Mus amphibius. Lin. 
Mus ſylvaticus. Lin. 
Mus muſculus. in. 
Mus agreſtis. Lin. 

Lin. 
Talpa europaeus. Lin. 
Erinaceus, europaeus. Lin. 
Veſpertilis murinus. Lin. 


| 


I. QUADRUPEDS#:. 


Fallow deer 
Roe 


- Fox 


Wild cat 

Badger 

Pine martin 
Polecat 

Common weaſel 
Stoat, or ermine 
Otter 

Common hare 
Alpine, or white hare 
Rat 

Water rat 

Field mouſe 
Common movſe 
Short-tailed mouſe 
Foetid ſhrew mouſe 
Mole 

Urchin 


| Common bat. 


Sc ot th, 


Tod 


| 


| 


Gaelic, 


Firdh 

E 1rba 

S onnach, balgaire 

Cat fhiadbaich 

Bree 

T aghan | 
alan A 
Neas | | 


Ds ran, dòr. ch 


 Miipheach 
 Maigheach gheal 
Nadan 
' Raaan uiſge 


—  —— 
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Dallas 

Fab, dir. reathabh 
Graineas 
daltag, dialtag. 


II. BIRDS 
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Fringilla montur mg! 2445250 TIB 013% 
II. BI R D S.—Lax»-Birns. 
Latin Names. 4 Eusgliſh. | Scotch. ( | @Gaclic. 
Falco fulvus. | Lin. Ringrait-eagle Black ea T:lair dhubh 
Falco oſſifragus. Lin. Seaceagle — Belair 
Fajgo Haliaetus. Lin. Qtprey Holair uiſge | 
Falco milyus Lin. ; = Glead Clamhan-gabblach, eroman· labad 
F alco buteo. Lin. —— Clamban 
Falco aeruginoſus Lin. | — — 
Falco cyaneus Lin | — An t. eun fonn 
E Pygargus accipiter. Rall — Breid-air-tdin 
V Faleo tinnunculus Lin. — - 
do 2 — — Lin. — ee "a 
Alco us. Lin. — peir-ſheog 
2 Stmx tus, Lin. . Long- eared owl — 
J Strix ulnl. Lin. Brown owl Howlet Cumbachag, cailleach-oidhchy 
Of Strip flam mea. Lin. | Whate owl — Caulleach-oidhcoe gheal 
* Lawuscxevbitor. Lin. Great {hrike | 
Coryus-corax.: Lin. Raven Corby Fitheach 
Conus frugilegus. Lin. Rook Uraw Creumbach, ròcut 
Corvus corn Lin. Hooded erow Hoody Fimnag 
Coryus pia, Lin. Magpie: Piet Pug hald 
 Carpys glandaricus. Lin. Jar Jay piet Scrtachag choills 
Corvus monedulg, Lin. Jackdaw - Daw Cathag 
Cuculus canorus | Cuckos Gouk Cuibag, cuacy 
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Latin Names, 


* Alcedo iſpida. Li 
Certhia familiaris. 
Tetrao tetrix. 


n 
Lin. 


Lin. 
Lagopus altera. Plinii. Raii. Syn. 


Tetrao lagopus. Lin, 
Tetrao perdrix. Lin. 
Columba palumbus. Lin. 


TPurdus pilaris. 
Turdus muſicus. 


Geſner. 


Lin. 


Turdus iliacus. Lia. 
Turdus merula Lin. 


Turdus torquatus. 


Lin. 


Sturnus cinclus. Lin. 


* Ampelus garrulus. 


Lin. 


Loxia pyrrhula. Lin. 


Loxia chloris. Lin. 
Emberiza miliaria. Lin. 
Emberiza citrinella. Lin. 
Emberiza ſchaeniclus. Lin. 
* Emberiza nivalis. Lin. 
Fringilla carduelis. Lin. 
Fringilla caelebs. Lin. 


Fringilla montifringilla. Lin. 


II. BI R D 8.— LAV nns. 


Engliſh. 
Kingfiſher 
Creeper 


Ring dove 
Fieldfare 
Throſtle 
Redwing 1 
Black bird 
Ring ouzel 
Water ouzel 
Chaterer 
Bullfinch 


-| Greenfinch 


Common buating 
Yellow hammer 
Reed ſparrow 
Snow bunting 
Goldfinch 
Chaffinch 


| Brambling 


Scotch. 


Water craw 


Buntling 
Yellow yeldring 


| Snow fleck 


Gold ſpink 
Green lintwhite 


| 


Ceaelic. 


SER 


Corl#th dubh 
Colleachruadſb 


Tarmacha 
Cearestbomain 
Sind dan 
Lintrui | 
Smedra 

— — 8 

Lon dubh 
Dubh-chraige 
Gobhas ulſge 5 
Corcan 'collle 
Glaiſean darach 
Gealag · bhuachair 
Buidheag bhealaidh 


I. 


Ean an t. ſueachdaidb 


Bricean beatla 


K k 


Vor. XVII. 


| Latin Names. 
Fringinha domeſtica. Lin. 

+ igaria. Geſner. 

* 'Mufvicapa grifola, Lin. 
KAlatda arvenfis. Lin. 
Alanda arborea, Lin. 
Alauda prittenſis, Lin. 
Motacilla alba. Lin. 
 Motacitta flava. Lin. 

Motacilla phaenicurus. Lin. 
"Motacilla rubecula. Lin. 
Motacilla trochilus. Lin. 

Motacilla regulus. Lin. 
Motacilla troglodytes. Lin. 

* Motacilla Onanthe. Lin. 

®* Motacilla rubetra. Lin. 
Motacifla rubicula, Lin. 

Motacilla ſylvia, Lin. 
Parus major. Geſner. 
Parus caeruleus. Geſner. 
Parus ater. Lin. 

Parus caudatus. Geſner. 

Hirundo ruſtica. Lin. 

Hirundo riparia. Lin. 
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II. B I R D $8.--LanD-BirDbs. 
> Engliſh. Scotch. 
Sparrow 8 


Linnet Lintwhite 


| Bly catcher — 


| 


Sky lark Laverock 
Wood lark 

Tit lark 

White wagtail 
Yellow wagtail 

Red ſtart 

Red breaſt 

Yellow wren 

Golden creſted wren 
Wren 

Wheat · ear 
Whin - chat 
Stone-chatter 

White throat 

Great titmouſe 

Blue titmouſe | 
Colemouſe 
Longtailed titmouſe 


| Houſe ſwallow 
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will 


Sand martin | 


de 


W423 
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Gaelic. 
Gealbhan 
Gealan. lin 


Uiſea 
Riabhag choille 
Riabhag mhonaidh 


Breac-ant-il 


' Ceann-dearg 


Broinn- dearg 


Cailcheag chean-dubh 


Gobblan-gacith 
Gobhlan«gainbhich 


Hirunds 
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Tai Names. 


* Caprimvlgus Europaeus. Lin. 


"© . 
# 
- x a 


. 0. Latin Names. 

Ardea major. Lin. 

* Scolopax ruſticola, Lin. 
Scolopax gallinago. Lin. 
Scolopax gallinula. Lin. 

* Tringa vanellus. Lin. 

* Tringa hypoleucos. Lin, 

* Charadrius morinellus. Lin. 

* Haematopus oſtralegus. Lin. 

* Rallus aquaticus. Lin. 

* Colymbus criſtatus. Lin. 

* Colymbus minor. Briſfon. 
Colymbus auritus. Lin. 

Alea Arctica. Lin. 

* Colymbus glacialis. Lin. 

Colymbus immer. Lin. 

* Mergus ſtellatus. Brunnich. 


IL BIRD 8. — LAND- Biss. 


Scotch 


Warttr-FowLs. 


Eng liſb. 
Heron La a 
Woodcock 


Common ſnipe 


Common landpiper 
Datterel 

Pied oyfter-catcher 
Water Rail 

Great crelted grebe 
Duſky grebe 
Little grebe 
Pullin 

Northern diver 
Imber ' 
Speckled diver 


Sertch; 


-» 


Teuchit, peeſweep | 


Gaelir ” 


| 


Gaelic, 
Corra riathasb 
C oileach C of l {es 


Croman din 


Curcag, adharcan-luachract 


: Amadan mdintich 


Gille-bride 


Spdg-re Hin 
Fachach. 


Colymbus 
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Latin Names. 


* Colymbus ſeptentrionalis, Lin. 


Larus canus. Lin. 
Larus tridactylus. Lin. 
Larus minuta. Lin. 

* Mergus merganſer. 


_* Mergus ſerrator. Lin. 


* Mergus albellus. Lin. 

* Anas Cygnus ferus. Lin. 

* Anas anſer. Lin. 

* Anas clangula. Lin. 
Anas boſchas. Lin. 

* Anas ferina, Lin. 

* Anas penelops. Lin. 
Anas crecca. Lin. 
Pelecanus Carbo. Lin. 
Pelecanus graculus. Lin. 


| Latin Names. 
Rana temporaria, Lin, 
Rano bufo. Lin. 

Lacerta agilis. Lin- 
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II. BIR D S.— Wartrtr-FowLs. 


| Engliſh. 
Red - throated diver 
Common ſea mall 
Tarrock 

Leſſer tern 
Gooſander 
Red breaſted pool. 

ander 

The ſmew 

Wild ſwan 
| Wild gooſe 
Golden eye 
| Mallard 
Pochard 
Wigeon 
Teal 

Cormorant 
Shag 


| 


l 


Q 


pr 
— 
oy 
* | 


Scetch. | 


On 
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— 
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B 
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ommon wild duck 


Gaelic. 


Faoileann 


Steirneal 


Stoltuiche 


Eala 
Muir-gheadh 


Lacha chinn uaine 


7 


— 


Scarbh. 


III. REPTILES. 


Engliſh. 
Frog 
Toad 


Scaly lizard 


- 
— 


| 


Scotch. | 


Puddock 
Tead 
Aſk 


Gaelic. 
Loeſgaun 


Leſgan dubh 
Dearc-luachair 


| 


| Lacertus 


oy | HE REETILES, 

ww tee. | : 4 

* 6 110 Latin Names X Engliſh. EC Tha. Scotch. | Gatlice. 

| eta vulgaris Lin. Brown lizard — win © 
Coluber Berus: Lin. Viper Adder at hair 
Anguis fragilis. Lin. Blind worm 3 
IV. FIS H. | 

. Latin Names. | Engliſh. —_— Gaelic. 

$ Lampetra. Raii. Lamprey Lamper-eel Deala-tholl 

S Muraena anguilla. Lins Eel — Eaſoann 

2 Pleuronectes Leviniae - Lochlomond floun- 

JD 2 : n Fluke Leabag 

Perca fluviatilis. Lin. Perch — Muc. lochaidb, creagag uiſſs 

7 Imo Salar. Lin. Salmon — — Bradan 

Salmo trutta. Lin. Sea. trout — Gealag 
Salmo Fario, Lin. Trout Breac 
Salmo Alpinus. Lin. Charr — Tarragheal 
Salmo Lavaretus. Lin. Gwiniad Þ-  Powan Pella 
Salmülus. Raii, | Samlet Parr Gobhlachun 
Efox Lucius. Lin. . — || Geat-iaſg 
Cyprinus Rutilus. Lin; | Roac Braiſe 
Cyprinus Phoxinus. Lin. Minow .. = Mim-iaſpr 


+ PE=ENNANT- | | Population: 
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Statiſtical Account 


Population, —According to the returns made to Dr Web. 
ſer in 1755, compared with the population in March 1793, 
the number of ſouls in this pariſh has decreaſed within theſe 


40 years. 


STATISTICAL TABLE or THE PARISH or Luss. 


SouLs, FAMILIES, SEXES, &c. 


Population in 1755 978 
= in 1793 917 
Decreaſe 61 
Number of families 112 
Males - - 448 
Females - 469 


Perſons under 8 years of 


age - - 20} 
—— above that age 714 
Married perſons 280 


Widowers , = » 1; 
Widows — - 30 


Cox pirioxs, PROFESSIONS, &c. 


Proprietors reſiding occa- 
ſionally 8 

Ditto non · reſidingg 2 

Clergy men I 


Members of the Eſtabli- 
ſhed Church 915 
Seceders = 3 
Schoolmaſters — 2 
Scholars 's 120 
Farmers = „ 


Innkeepers and retailers 
of ſpirits, ale, &c. 9 
Exciſe officers - I 
Shopkeepers = 3 
Smiths 9 2 
Maſons — — 2 
7 


Carpenters and joiners 


Coopers - - 4 
Corn- millers 3 

Lint-millers . 
Flax-dreſſers | - I 
Weavers r 
Taylors 12 3 
Shoemakers - 4 


Journeymen and appren- 
tices to weavers, tay- 
lors, and ſhoemakers 18 

Male-ſervants - 35 

Female-ſervans 4) 

Poor - * 10 

Capital of their funds L. 150 

Annual income 137 

Boats Fo 21 

Wheel-carriages * 


Cærts 


11 


art 
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s. N 
R. F. 
Number of Scotch acres arable 1538 © 26.20 
. iin meadow 4 109 2 39.40 
— under paſture 14,873 3 31 
— — woods - 880 1 33 
1 — — — 
Total acres 1 17,4902 1 9.60 
Length in Erigliſh miles — 4 : 
Average breadth in ditto . - - 35 
Valued rent m Scotch money — L. 1900 0 0 
Real rent in 1793, in Sterling ditto 1600 0 0 


VALUE OF STOCK. 


110 Draught horſes at L. 10 10 o each L. 1153 © o 
4 Carriage horſes 30 0 © — 120 0 0 

6 Saddle horſes —— 153 © 0 — 90 0 © 
20 Beft cattle — 8 0 0 -—- 160 0 0 
$14 Inferior ditto —— 3 10 0 — 1799 0 09 
1875 Beſt ſheep '—— 014 — 1312710 0 
$625 Inferior ditto— o 10 6 ——. 2953 2 6 
8 Swine — 015 — 6 © 0 
Total value of ſtock L. 7595 12 6 


1 Though the above number of plonghs is kept for the fake 
of convenience, a much ſmaller number would be ſufficient for 
all the tillage of che pariſh. 


+ The number of acres, excepting in one farm, where they 
are computed from the produce and ſtock, is aſcertained by 
attual ſurveys made in the years 1770 and 1776. ; 


ANNUAL 


Statiſtical Account 


ANNUAL PRODUCE. 


— 


TABLE 


—_— ———————— = 


* SIE - r 


ä 25 I amr” 


DE=- & DHOAS. ps * ha 


2 — — Cz 1 
- — 
* — 2 — — 7 


— 
8 Number of iin Per Total produce. | Price per r-Bok. Total value. 

* P 4 bolls ſown. | 5 | . F. P. Tos 1.8 2 <L ' 5 4. d. ” 

] B. F. Y. | E = 8 12 1 

Oats 625 4 2 © 2812 2 © o 15” © | * 2109 6 

Bear 47 | 8 0 © 376 © © o 1850 | 4338 0 
Peaſe 4" | BE 5 20 137 2 © o 1636 [ 110 © © 
Potatoes 87 is © O- 5 104 CG. OTT ZT 9.0 | 469 16 o 

— 4. a 5 OS pes 4 6 25 8 
- : Stones. I Price per ſtone, 

5 . e : 

-Flax | — 84 o 14 o 58 16 © 
Meadow hay; or natural graſs — I 1B, |. aj 4. 220 6 8 f 
Seen grass — — — 14430 0 6 360 15 0 

= —_—_— cd. a a — 3 » 

trag, at of A U, of corn agi bear —. 52 | _ 
<Paſture, I. per horſe, 1 l. per cow, and 2 8. per Theep! | — — [nes 
an 50 ace of woods and plantations — — 1 0 

1 es : MAY'S 2 * 1 — A) pr 
1 1 Total value of-annual 
7 4 . Jia) ws | | 
— . —— ' f 


N 3 * 
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Tast of Manziaces, Barrisms, anD BUKiALs, 


1700 60 1719. 


* wy Ac. 


Total number for 20 years 
preceding 1920 — 


Annual average 


8 


Years. | Marriag. Baptiſms. 

0 Mats. Fem, T al. 
1700 6 15 12 27 
1701 6 15 9 24 
1702 8 „8 9 
1703 9 13 4 17 | 
1704 7 8 14 22 
1705 9 17 17 34 
1706 8 11 13 24 
1707 10 9 9 | 18 
1708 15 12 11 23 
1709 1 
1710 8 20 16 36 
171 12 19 5 24 
1712 12 12 15 27 
1713 8 16 21 37 
1714 10 8 24 32 
1715 6 17 18 35 
1716 12 17 11 28 
2772 7 1 24 
1718 12 3 9 | 12 

yp 1719 9 13 91 | 34 


——_— _—_—_—— — — —— — 


181 | 265 | 249 | 514 


9:5) 135 124% "mY 
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9700 . 7: k 1 i 
N 'TavrLr or Manniaces, BArTIsMs, and BURIALs, 


* ohn 2b 


From 1774 to 1793. 


— Z 


Years. | Marriag. Baptiſms. Bur. 


* 


Males.| Fem | Total. 


1774 3 24 12 36 11 
1775 11 2014 34 12 
1776 9 1 26 17 
1777 9 17 13 30 10 
3 1778 LE 
1779 10 16 } 10 26 5 
ö 1780 3 16 11 27 17 
1781 12 15 14 29 17 
BYY 1782 13 14 10 24 10 
1783 5 14 16 30 10 
1784 12 . 25 I 
1785 11 15 f 14 29 12 
1786 9 13 16 29 12 
1787 11 12 9 21 7 
| 1788 10 15 11 26 15 
1789 4 14 17 31 11 
1790 4 | 12 | 12 24 | 13 
1791 + 13 21 34 12 
1792 12 73 25 22 17 
1793 11 is | 13 28 8 


Total number for 20 | 
| years preceding 1794 170 | 295 | 268 | 563 | 240 


Annual average 10 1445] ry Pm 


— —— 


From the foregoing table of marriages, baptiſms, and bu- 
rials, as recorded in the pariſh regiſter, it appears that the 
population, for 20 years paſt, is not very different from what 
it was at the beginning of this century, About 35 years | 
ago, upon the introduction of ſouth country ſheep, an union 
of farms took place, which, at the time, muſt have dimini- 


ſhed 
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hed the number a little, But that loſs has ſince been more 
than compenſated, by the additional hands employed i in the 
fate-quarries and other Work. 


Agriculture, Produce, and Imports. — principal crops are 
cats, bear or big, and potatoes. Peaſe : and flax ax are likewiſe 
raiſed, but in ſmaller quantities, Upon ſome of the farms, 
artificial graſſes have of late been cultivated with ſucceſs. 
Oats, peaſe, and flax, are ſown from the middle of March 
to the end of April, and bear from the end of April to the 
beginning of June, Potatoes are planted from the middle 
of April to the icth of May. The crops are commonly 
raped from the beginning of September to the beginning of 
October, and all got in before the middle ot that month. 
But in unfavourable ſeaſons, the harveſt is ſometimes not 
over till the 10th of November. The pariſh does not ſup- 
ply itlelf with meal. About 200 bolls, are annually im- 


ported. | y — 


8 141 


Horſes and Black Cattle, —Few horſes are bred in the pa- 
rſh, They are generally bought at the different markets, 
for the purpoſes of agriculture. Cows ate moſtly kept for 
the convenience of tamilies. Beſides maintaining the ſtock, 
however, few calves are fattened every year for the bucher, 
and ſome young cattle are reared for ſale. 


+4 


3 53 = 
* 


Sleep. — The higher grounds are now ſtocked almoſt en- 
tirely with ſheep, of which there are about 2300. They are 
all of the black-faced Linton kind, and: kept almoſt entirely 
for breeding, for which the nature ef the paſture is more 
adapted qt hun dor fattening. A breeding ſtock of 600 ſheep, 
e which one n or ſhepherd is rec- 
. Nen koned 
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koned ſufficient, commonly conſiſts, at » —— of the 
following proportions: 


Breeding ewes - - * 5 $90 

Year old ewes, for ſupplying the place of older ewes 8, By 

Tups - = * 1 Ne 20 By 
609 


STATEMENT or THE YEARLY EXPENCE OF MANAGING 
4 BREEDING STOCK OF 600 SHEEP, 


To a herd's wages, paid commonly by the paſture 
of 60 ſheep = - L. 7 10 0 

To his own and his dog's maintenance 6 10 © 

To a grey plaid given him „ 0 


— — L. 14 6 0 

To the expence of ſmearing 140 of ſaid ſtock 2 6 0 
To ditto of ſhearing or c/ipping the whole of 

faid ſtock = OE 0 — 0 17 0 

To ditto of gathering and bringing to market 1 10 0 


To intereſt of ſtock, at 13 8. per head for the 
breeding ewes and tups, and gs, 6 d. for | 
the year old ewes, being 3761, - L. 18 16 © 

To rent — - - . 


— 


I. 90 5 0 


AMOUNT OF THE ANNUAL SALES, 


By 330 draft lambs, being the uſual number for 
ſale, after reſerving the proportion neceſſa- 
ry for maintaining the ſtock, loſſes, &c.— 
300 of ditto ſold at 41. 10s. and 30 of the 
worſt, called /bots, at 21. 5 8. per clad ſcore L. 67 10 9 
By 34 draft or /lack ewes, at 68. 6d. - 17 11 © 


Carried forward L. 85 1 © 


261 


Lui. 


- Brought forward Ev 89 Un 
Þy 10 geld ewes, being ſuch as either Ae 19 . 


lambs, or loſt them early, at 118. - 5-10 | 
By 6 old tups, at 128. - — 3 12 o 
By 460 fleeces white, 10 to the ſtone, 46 
ſtones, at 7 8. - - - 16 2 6 
By 140 fleeces laid, 7 to the ſtone, 20 ſtones, 
at 58. ag - "7 - * 5 oO 0 
— 
13 15 Ms 5 © 
_ Yearly expence 99 5 
Y t 47 *% 12 
Neat profit L. 25 & 0 


The profit ariſing from ſuch a ſtock, ſeems. W to 
the trouble and riſk ; but it is to be obſerved, that, in moſt 
ſheep farms, there are ſome low arable and graſs grounds, 
the produce of which, in eitimating their value, is ſeldom 
taken into the account. Much depends upon the times, and 
much upon management, In the event of a ſevere winter 
or ſpripg, the number of lambs for ſale falls often one third 
ſhort of the foregoing ſtatement, The diſeaſe called braxy, 
is at times very deſtructive to them, though not nearly ſa 
much ſo of late, as when the grounds were firſt laid undee 
ſheep. It ſeldom attacks any but the lambs or hogs, i. e. 
yarlings, Wedder lambs are more ſubject to it than ewe 
lambs, and the fatteſt and beſt frequently fall a ſacritice to it, 
when the lean eſcape. It is moſt fatal to them on a change 
of weather from froſt to thaw, or thaw to froſt; but eſpecially 
during hoar froſt. In open winters few ſuffer by it. Taking 
care that the paſture is neither too rich nor too poor, is rec- 
koned the moſt effectual way of preventing it, and changing 
the paſture immediately, the moſt effectual way of curing it. 
Wich the view of preventing diſeaſes, deſtroying vermio, de- 
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fending from rain, and preſerving the wool, it is uſual, about 
the beginning of November, to lay the tups and lambs; and 
a few of the weakeſt ewes, with tar and batter, For the 
the ſame purpoſe, many now bathe the'reft of 'tHelt” Theey 
with a ſtrong infuſiotf of tobacco, brootn' tops, Set. 


Farms, Rents, &c.— The fize of the farths is Various, lu 
the lower part of the pariſh, where the principal dependence 
is upon grain and black cattle, befides the lands poſſeſſed im. 
mediately by the proprietors, there are 10 farms, containing 
from go to 164 acres, and paying from 20 l. to $0 l. Ster. 
ling of rent ; and there are 54 ſmaller poſſeflions'” rented 
from 21. 10s. to 201. There are likewife tz, Which ny 
be properly called fbeep farms, containing from 222 to 2880 
acres, moſtly of hill paſture, and paying from t t tg U Uf 
yearly rent, The average rent of a ſheep's paſture in the pa. 
Tiſh at preſent, (for which an acre and a half of hill ground 
is neceſſary), is from 1 s, to 1 8. 6 d.; hüt on any lands which 
have been let of late, it is conſiderablY digte 2 Upon two 
of theſe ſheep farms, the ſmaller tenants have à common 
right of paſture to 6 or 7 horſes ;*and theft is has tl, con- 
ſiſting of 784 acres, which is 1d toy Under dep, and 
which is entirely in the hands of 11 of the fdlfer tbnänts 
each of whom is entitled to keep there a certath "Blobertion 
of cattle. Beſides the ſaid grain and ſheep farts, there are 
ſeveral cortages, to which a garden, and ſometimiks an tre, 
or half an acre of land is annexed. The tehants%f{ the 


ſmaller farms, as well as the cottagers, depend often more 


upon days labour, or ſome other employment, than upon the 
nn of wy land they poſſeſs. 
Wager, Provi Mont, Fuel, Sc. — The common nga ae of men 


ſervants are from 7 l. to'gl. a year, with their mhiütenatre; 
of 
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of maid ſervants, from 3 l. to 41. The uſual day's wages of 
men art from 8d. to 10 d. with maintenance, and from 1 s, 
to 18. 3 d. withaut it; of women, 6d. with it.— The price 
of proviſions of every kind is very much regulated by the 
prices in Dumbarton and Greenock, which are the neareſt 
market towns, For theſe 4 years paſt, oat meal has fold from 
16s. 6d. to 208. per boll; the beſt lambs, weighing from 
15 lb. to 18 Ib. from 4s. to 58.3 a hen, from 10 d. to 1 8.; 
chicken, from 3 d. to 4d.; butter, at 128. the ſtone; cheeſe, 
from 4 8. 6 d. to 6s. the ſtone.— Coals, including the freight 
from Glaſgow or Scotſtown, coſt from 6s. Gd. to 108. the 
cat, which ſhould be 12 cwt. Peats and ſticks are the 
common fuel, and not much leſs expenſive. 


State of Property, &c.— There are 3 heritors, pne of whom 
reldes occaſionally. Sir JAMES CoLQUHoUN of Luſs, Bart. 
is proprietor of far the greateſt part of the lands in the pa- 
rſh. The family reſidence is about 3 miles ſouth from Luſs, 
it Reſedoe or Reſ5dow, i. e. the black promontory or head- 
land, a name which is not now very applicable to it, as it is 
finely wooded, and the black mois which once abounded 
there is now moſtly converted into meadow. There 1s an 
excellent modern houſe there, which commands ſome noble 
views of the lake. It was built by the late Sir James Col- 
quhoun, who reſided in the pariſh for many years, the in- 
fluence of whoſe authority and example, in checking all ten- 
dency to diſorder, and in jromoting the intereſts of virtue 
and religion, is ſtill ſeuſibly felt, and his memory, therefore, 
much and juſtly reſpected. 


Minerals. —There are two flate quarries, one upon the 
eſtate of Camſtraddan, and the other upon the eſtate of Luſs. 


Fram the form er of theſe, for 5 years paſt, from 250,000 
to 
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tg 369,000 Mates, and fromthe latter quarry, from 190,09, 
to 4 JÞ,990, lates hape, been anvually exported. | Some 0 
hem were ſent to Greenock, Glaſgow, and Paiſley, but 
the greater Part to the banks of the Leven, and acroſs Loch. 
lomond to Stirlingſhire. The lates are of an excellent qu. 
lity, and were ſold at from 11. 48. to 11, 13 8. the thou 
ſand. From 10 to 20 hands have been employed in the 


Camſtraddan quarry, and about 10 in the other. Some of 
them work upon days wages; but the greater part by the 
Th, 11 commonly get at the rate of 15 8. per 1000, 

it takes 1. d. 1090 to lead the the 
= to the, ſhore .. LR ſouth end of 13 
is E a very good free · ſtone quarry, from which the 
Noyes to the houſe Roſedoe, and the other principal houſe 


in abe pariſh, pore en taken 3 hut it is only wrought occ- 
onal ly: 


C cha (73 $4153-7IJM. - 1 WY YC one oO ghayns 


II J&t 16 Is 10768 8 N In) dacht! 


Manufacturer. In 1790, a cotton - mill was erected neat 
the village of Luſs. It is of the ſize moſt ſuitable to the 
place, ſufficiently large to give bread to ſuch as might other- 
wiſe bein want of employment, but not to give entourage 
i eee bererer: 
promiſcuous multitude of AUT are alembled. From 30 

to 40 hands, : young and A been u employed in 

Of late, gying to the general ſtagvatiqn of trade, littl 
ws been, carried on in it. A thread manufacture, upon 
à ſmall ſtale, is likewiſe carried on at Dunfin, near the * 
end of the e pariſh, | | 


. 21189 931568 4-443 p ei, 1 [ 


"Antiquities —About a mile and a quarter ſouth Bom Luſs 


there are the _ remaing of a large cairn, or heap, of, ſtopes, 
e deen en un Care 87 Bf, wo 
faid, at an eatly period, to have ſuffered death there, and 


rr 
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d have been buried in the church of Luſs. He was long 
rerered, therefore, as the tutelar ſaint of the pariſh *. In 
the church- yard there are ſome ſtone coffins of conſiderable 
antiquity. Fach of them conſiſts of one entire ſtone, with a 
cavity cut but of it, fit for holding a dead body at its full 


length, and a ſtore lid for covering it. There is no inſcrip- 
tion upon either of them. 


Chufch +, &c,—The church is uncommonly good. It was 
built in 1971, by the late Sir James Colquhoun of Lufs, 
vith6tt lay ing any part of the burden upon the other heri- 
ths. "Tie manſe was built in 1740, is inſufficient, and at 
prtſent in need of repair. The living conſiſts of 72 bolls of 
bat Egk, at the rate of 87. ſtones per boll, 6 bolls of bear, 
191.7428? YE d. Sterling in money, and a good glebe. There 
is a proceſs of augmentation at preſent depending. Sir 
Janes Colquhoun is patron of the pariſh, 

fame 4k 4 a IT 9 * \ 
„ Ade Nom 2 f 10 5 Schools 

6 ng: 28 dq nne ; 

' iThabighgveneration.em whigh the — of ug faint 
" 9 f eee Kaen denn rom a. charter to John, Laird 


in the chartulary of Lennox, which Robert, 
King-of Scottand, confirms in the 10th year of his reign : 

q ce hoc ſcriptum viſuris, vel audituris, Malcolmus 
a Come e Levenax, ſalutem in Chriſto. Noveritis nos ob re- 
« rerefitfam kt Hondrem ſanctiſſimi viri filii KessoGr patronĩ 
 nolt3i.dedifle; conceſſiſſe et hac praeſente. Charta noſtra con- 
* irmaſſe dilecto et fideli Bachulario noſtro Domino Joanne de 
©Lufs, et haeredibus ſuis quibuſcunque talem libertatem, quod 
nos nec haeredes noſtri priſas captiones ſeu carriagia infra 
* terras ſuas de Luſs, quas de nobis tenet haereditarie capiemus. 
Conceſſimus ſimiliter, &c. 


The church of Luſs was one of the 6 churches within his 
docaſe, which, in 1429, John Cameron, biſhop of Glaſgow, 
Vith the conſent, and at the deſire of their reſpective patrons, 
ereded into prebendaries. | 

Vol. XVII. Mm 
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©. Schools and Poor.—There are two ſchools, for each o 
which a good houſe has been lately built, One of theſe i; 
the pariſh ſchool, in which the number of ſcholars is gene. 
rally from 30 to 50. The ſalary is 101. Sterling, The 
ſchool fees for reading Engliſh are 1s. 6 d. per, quprter ; for 
reading and writing, 2 8.; for arithmetic, 3 8. 6 d. 3 and for 
Latin, 5s. The other ſchool is ſupported by the Society 
for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge. The number of ſcho. 
lars wlio attend it, during the whole or part of the year, is 
about 80. The emoluments of the ſchoolmaſter. conſiſt of 
13 l. Sterling of ſalary, a dwelling houſe, garden, cow's graſs, 
and ſome ſchool fees. Ihe children of the poor are taught 
gratis. 

The. Society have likewiſe of late FEY A gie for a 
ſewing ſchool at Luſs. The number, of poor, at preſent up- 
on the roll, is 10. Some of theſe get weekly, and others 
occaſional ſupplies, according to their neceſſities. The funds 
for their ſupport ariſe from the collections on Sunday, rents 
of feats in the church, marriage and mort-cloth dues, and 
the intereſt of 1501. Sterling of ſtack, amounting, at an a- 
verage, to 37 J. Sterling yearly, L. 50 of the ſaid ſtock 
were bequeathed 805 the late Robert Carmichael, Eſq; of 
Broomley. Thy vet N | 


Ys 5 

Language and 8 from Luſs, Evygliſh, and 
north from it the Gaelic, is the prevailing language. The 
ſervice in church is performed in each of theſe.— The peo- 
ple, in general arg ſober and induſtrious, humane and cha- 
ritable. They are regular in their attendance on the ordi. 
nances of religion. The example, in this reſpect, of the fa- 
milies of chief rank for many years paſt, has, without doubt, 
had conſiderable influence upon thoſe in inferior ſtations. 


Road,, 
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Roads, Ale. hong, &.. The roads have bf late been much 
attended to, and are at prefemr im good repair. In the 1786, 
m 4& of Parliament was obtuined for converting the ſtatute 
kbour® bf this county inte money, which bas had good ef- 
fects. Tliere are 9 licenſed ale and whiſlty houſes, and one 
nn. Four years ago there were 5 licenſed ſtills for diſtil- 
ling whiſky; now there is but one of 36 gallons. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages, The principal diſadvanta- 
ges, under which this pariſh labours, are the great expence 
of fuel, the ſcarcity of natural manures, and the high price 
& labour, and of every neceſſary of life, owing to the neigh- 
bourhood of ſo many great manufacturing concerns; but 
that neighbourh6od, on the other hand, is a great advantage 
to ſych as have any articles to diſpoſe of. 


" Hints for Improvements Woods in general, and oak 
woods in particular, are now become valuable every where, 
and eſpecially upon the banks of Lochlomond. Whatever, 
therefore, relates to their improvement, muſt be well wor- 
thy the attention of every proprietor. An acre of oak wood 
here, at an average, is worth from 10 8. to 12 8. a year; 
which is a much greater return than could be had from as 
much ground of equal quality in any other way whatever. 
The firſt great object to be attended to, is the incloſing the 
great body of the wood with a ſuſficient ſtone dyke, The 
temporary wooden fence, which is commonly raiſed round it 
every time it is cut, ſeldom laſts above 4 years, and often a- 
mounts to one third, ſometimes to one half the expence of a 
ſtone wall. The wood thus incloſed ſhould, as ſoon as cir- 
curiſtatibes will permit, be taken entirely into the propric- 
tor's hands, whoſe intereſt it will be to entourage! the natu- 
ral growth of oak, aſh, holly, and other valuable timber, and 
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8 NA all the yagant ſpaces with trees ſuited to the foil, 
ak wood ods are never entirely out of the reach, of cattle, and 

Ke. ought never, therefore, to he permitted. to enter them, 
For 4 or 5 years, all agree they muſt be care fully preſerved from 
them; and, after that time, if they are thriving, and the / ig 
ſufficiently thick, the paſture, in them is no. obigct. As to the 
age at which an oak wood ſhould be cut, there are different opi. 
nions. That there is a period, however, beyond which it ſhould 
not be permitted to grow, cannot be doubted. After it is cut, 
the moſt vigorous ſhoots are always obſerved to ſpring from 
well rooted young ſtocks, from 3 to 6 inches in diameter, 
Some of theſe will grow the firft year from 4 even to 7 feet 
in height, and near the ground will meaſure above half an 
inch in diameter. In proportion as the parent ſtocks are 
older and larger, the ſhoots are leſs vigorous, and when the 
ſtocks are 13 or 14 inches in diameter, there are either no 
young ſhoots at all, or they are very feeble. If the great 
object, therefore, be to produce, at ſtated periods, a quanti- 
ty of bark for the market, it muſt be the ruin of a copſe 
kept for that purpoſe to allow it all to grow very old. If in 
this country it exceeds much the uſual period of 20 or 22 
years, the bark becomes inferior in quality, and the / will 
ſuffer more by age, than the additional value of the timber 
and bark can compenſate. In order to make any oak wood, 
however, ſell. to advantage, it is neceſſary that there ſhould 
be a certain proportion of timber of different ſizes, as well as 
bark. At every cutting, therefore, it is uſual to leave fo 
many /andard trees of different ages, for the benefit of future 
ſales. Theſe ſhould always be healthy and vigorous, and 
either in the outer ſkirts of the wood, or in vacant ſpaces, 
where they are detached from other trees. When left with- 
put judgment in the thickeſt part of the wood, being depri- 
„ | ved 


of Li. _ 


ved of their former ſhelter, they ſeldom thiffbe” th 155 
and by their drop and ſhade hürt all the y8lüng hoop 2 
round chettſ. Prunning ör lopping off 8005 bra abel Ros g 
wy of theſe? bought carefully to be avoided. TRbügk s 
ſcar may Real outwardly, yet it never fails 1 i Hee rot- 
tenneſs, leſs or more, into the heart, which hurts the linder, 
and impaits the vigour of the tree. 

As to the arable and beſt graſs grounds, the ;ndlofing 
them, as well as the woods, with a' ſufficient fence, % the 
firſt great improvemetit of which they are Gaptble-s Of What” 
kind the fence ſhould be, nature, if attended-to, Will feldom 
fal to direct. In high and expoſed ſituations, hedges will 
rot ſucceed z3 but there ſtones commonly abound. In the 
lower grounds, where ſtones are not plentiful, hawthorn 


3 B&B „ Be 5 


0 hedges may be raiſed with advantage. But of all plants for 
9 this purpoſe, holly promiſes to anſwer beſt, Holly thrives 
t every where in this country, as in its native ſoit; ud it 
b makes tiot only the moſt ornamental, but likewiſe yg Yoſeft”" 
© ind the beſt of hedges. © The time which it takes to raiſe 
n 


the plants from the ſeed, and the expence of getting them 
from a nurſery, is the great bar to the general uſe of them, 
That bar might here be eaſily removed; the hollfes which 
grow wild in the woods, naturally lay their own branches, 
which, as ſoon as they touch the ground, freely take root. 
With a little aſſiſtance from art, a ſufficient number of well 
rooted plants could ſoon be got, which might ſafely be tranſ- 
planted at ſuch an * as to make almoſt an immediate 
tence, NE, e 
The having the whole lands of a country engroſſed into 
2 few hands, is certainly much againft the public intereſt. 
Every man, however, who depends entirely upon the pro- 
duce of his fields, ought to have, at leaſt, as much land as is 
lufficient for affording himſelf and his family a comfortable 
ſubſiſtence 


270 Statiſlical Account 


ſubſiſtence and conſtant employment; and if he poſſeſſes iy 
waſte land, he ought to have ſufficient encouragement from 
the proprietor for taking it into tillage, and improving i, 
When the caſe is otherwiſe, he is under a temptation of 
ruining his ground, by over-cropping it, one of the moſt 
prevailing errors in the preſent Highland ſyſtem of farming, 
But the man, on the other hand, whoſe chief dependence is 
upon days labour, or ſome other employment, ought to have 
land ſufficient only for ſupplying his family with milk, potz- 
toes, and other neceſſaries, but not ſo much as to divert his 
attention from his proper buſineſs. Grazing farms, and el. 
pecially ſheep farms, muſt, from their nature, be on a greater 
ſcale. In them a great range, and a variety of paſture, arc 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary. As much as the ſtate of property, 
therefore, will permit, their boundaries ought to be the 
great boundaries of nature. When the paſture of a kill or 
mountain is parcelled out among two or three d different ten 
nants, without any inacceflible gullie or rocks to form a line 
of ſeparation, the cattle of each will be conſtantly treſpaſſing 
ſomewhere, and therefore conſtantly chaced from one part to 
another, ſo that neither will receive much benefit from it. 
common paſture, i in ſuch a caſe, i is ſeldom found to be a re- 
medy for the evil. Whatever wiſe and juſt regulations may 
at firſt be, laid down for fixing the proportion of cattle to be 
kept by each, they are never in fact adhered io; and the 
ground is always overſtocked. i I 
The preſent breed of ſheep in this pariſh may perhaps be 
changed with advantage. In every attempt of this kind, 
however, great caution is neceſſary. The trial ſhould firſt 
be made with ſmall parcels, and rather by the proprietors 
than by the tenants. Sheep are delicate animals, ſubject to 
many diſeaſes, and when they are taken from one country 
to another, or even from one farm to another, it takes 
ſome 
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ſme time before they are habituated to their new ſituation, 
and thrive in it. When a man takes a ſheep farm, there- 
fore, he endeavours, if poffible, | to purchaſe from the out- 
going tenant. the ſtock of ſheep upon it, which he reckons 
at the rate of at leaſt 2s. a head more valuable to him than 
o any other. * Fat e's 

Though the tenants are now more comfortably lodged 
than they once were, there is ſtill, in that reſpect, room for 
improvement, In a country which abounds ſo much with 
ſates, it may appear ſurpriſing that ſo few of the houſes 
ſhould be covered with them, though there can be no doubt, 
but in the iſſue, they would be found leſs expenſive than 
uy thatch which could be uſed. The great obſtacle to the 
uſe of them for that purpoſe, at preſent, is the expence of 
the timber required. That obſtacle, it is hoped, will in 
tine be removed. When the extenſive and thriving plan- 
tations, in different parts of the country, have grown up, 
timber will be more eaſily got. 

All theſe improvements, however, are more wanted in 
many other parts than here, where ſome of them have al- 
ready taken place. Within theſe 26 years, above 4000 l. 
Sterling have been laid out upon the eſtate of Luſs alone, in 
inclofing the woods and arable grounds with ſufficient ſtone 
dykes and other fences, and in planting; not to ſpeak of the 
ſums expended upon other improvements. Within the 
ſame ſpace of time, near 100 acres of waſte land have been 
brought into tillage, and now produce tolerable crops. 
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NUMBER XVIIL . 
PARISH OF SMALL ISLES. 


(CounTies or INVERNESS AND ARGYLE—PRESBYTE 
OF SKY,—SYNOD OF GLENELG). 


By the Rev. Mr DoxALD M.LEAx, Mini ler. 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


"Hs pariſh conſiſts of four iſlands, Eigg, Rum, Cant, 
and Iſle Muck. It was a part of the pariſh of Sleat, 

until the year 1726. At its erection into a ſeparate charge, 
it was called the pariſh of Eigg, (it being the moſt valuable 
iſland, and that in which the miniſter refides), or Short Iſls. 
In proceſs of time, the name was, by an eaſy tranſition, 
changed from Short to Small Iles. Eigg is fituated in the 
county of Inverneſs, the other three iſlands are in the coun- 
ty of Argyle. The pariſh is in the preſbytery of Sky and 
{ynod of Glenelg. Eigg is between 4 and 5 miles in length, 
and from 2 to 3 in breadth, Through the middle of it 
there is a hallow, called, in Gaelic, Zagg, hence the iſland 
derives its name. It is computed to be about 8 miles veſt 
from the point of Arriſaig, the neareſt part of the main land. 
Rum is fituated about 5 computed miles W. N. W. from 
Eigg. It ſeems to derive its name from the Gaelic word 
Rhum, ſignifying extent, as it is the moſt extenſive of theſe 
iſlands, being 8 miles long, 8 miles broad, and containing 
above 22,000 ſquare acres. Canna is 4 computed miles welt 
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om Rum, and is about 4 computed miles long, and one 
broad. Il Muck lies about 4 miles W S. W. from the 
neareſt part of Eigg is between 2 and 3 miles in length, and 
one in bread h. This land 1s called in Gaelic, Eillean nan 
Muchd, which, literaliy trarfl.ted, is, Mand of Swine ; hence 
lle Muck, aud Buchauan very properiy Cails it {njula Por- 
cor um, 


Appearance. The iſland of Eiag is partly flat, but princi- 
pally billy and rocky. 'The hills are covered with heath, 
which, in ſome places, is nuxed with coarſe graſs, Its low 
grounds are partly deep, partly ſhaliow, and tolerably pre- 
ductwe, where there is a depth of foil. Rum is in general 
billy, mou tainous, and rocky, auch fitter tour paſture than 
crop Canna is partly high, and partly 1ow ground, the high 
good for paſture, and the low for crop. Ifle Muck is pretty 
low, exceptirg one hill of no conſiderable height; its foil is 
in general good. The height of the Rum hills alone ſeems 
worthy of notice, but for want of proper inſtruments, it can» 
not at preſent be aſcer ined, Ot theſe the ſummits arc al- 
moſt wholly rocky and barren. 


Vegetable and Animal Productiont.— The pariſh produces, 


barley, oats, potatoes, flax, kails, and a few other garden 


I fiuffs in ſmall quantities, In Canna great oats anſwer pret- 


ty well; om Eigg, the cultivation of this grain has been at- 
tempted for two years paſt, but did not ſucceed. Af er it 
eemes to the ear, it is lodged, and great part of it rots on 


| the ground, owing to the frequent and heavy falls of rain, 


On barley and fmall oats, the rain has often a ſimilar effect, 
though not in an equal degree. It is with reaſon believe“, 
that green crops would antwer better. The crop ſeldom af- 
fords the inhabitants a competent ſubſiſteuce. For ſeveral 

Vor. XVII. Nn years 
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years paſt, a conſiderable quantity of meal has been annually 
imported, it having been neceſſary to feed their cattle with z 
great part of their own crop, during the winter ſeaſon, eſpe. 
cially when ſevere. lhe ſeed time begins about the fru af 
April, and the harveſt about the 12th of September. In 
Iſle Muck the harveſt is ſomewhat later, and yet the ſeed- 
time ſomewhat earlier. Laſt year, 1793, the crop was hot 
all got in till near the end of November. The ſhores would 
produce about 50 tons kelp annually, if the ſeaſon was very 
favourable, but the quantity muſt depend greatly upon the 
weather. Tac animals reared in the pariſh are hortes, hom. 
ed cattic, ſheep, and a few goats, Horſes are reared for lale 
in Rum only : They are hardy and high mettled, though of 
a ſinall ſize, The horned cattle of Canna and Ifle Muck 
grow to a conſiderable fize, owing to the finenels of their 
graſs z but, when carried to market, they are liable to a diſ- 
temper called the bloody urine. which of courſe reduces their 
price. Moſt of the tarmers in Egg, and the principal tackſ- 
man in Canna, rear a tew of the ſmaller ſort of ſheep for 
the uſe of their fanulies Ove farm i it. Eigg was begun to 
be ſtocked with black faced theep, abont two years ago. 
They ſeem to multiply and thrive well. There are no ſheep 
in Ile Muck. In Rum, there is a conſiderable number of 
{mail native ſheep; their fleth is delicious, and their wool 
valuable, A quantity of it is ſent yearly to the Redcaſtle 
market, near Inverneſs, where it often ſells at 145, the 
none, while other wool ſells about half that price. This 
illand ſeems beſt calculated for rearing ſheep, being almoſt 
wholly covered with hills and high a.ountains, but the pro- 
prietor's attachment to the inhabitants, has hitherto prevent- 
cd its being ſtocked with them only, In Rum there were 
formerly great numbers of deer; there was alſo a copſe of 
wood, that afforded cover to their tawn from birds of prey, 
parti 
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perticularly from the eagle: While the wood throve, the 
deer alſo throve; now that the wood is totally deſtroyed, 
the deer are extirpated. Before the uſe of fire arms, their 
method of killing deer was as follows: On each ſide of a 
glen, formed by two mountains, ſtone dykes were begun 
pretty high in the mountains, and carried to the lower part 
of the valley, always drawing nearer, till within 3 or 4 feet 


of each other. From this narrow paſs, a circular ſpace was 


inclo{ed by a ſtone wall, of a height ſufficient to confine the 
deers to this place they were purſued and deſtroyed. The 
veſtige of one of theſe incloſures is ſtill to be ſeen in Rum. 
In Canna, there are ſome wild rabbits of a greyiſh colour. 
In this pariſh rats abound ; lately a remarkable one, purely 
white,' has been killed in Eigg. It was the only rat of this 
appearance ever ſeen in the place. The amphibious animals 
are ſeals and otters; the blubber of the one is made into oil, 


and the ſkin of the other is fold for fur, at a price proj or- 
tionate to its ſize; ſome of them have been fold for above 


128. Sterling. Though the grown up fſeals tced at lea, they 
ſuckle their young on itore. There are two Ciltin ſpecies 
of ſeals, a ſmaller and a larger; the fmailer orings forth its 
young about the middle of ſunuuer, and the larger about the 
middle of harveſt. It is faid the young are tully fat, and 
often killed, before they bring them into the ſea The prin- 
cipal kinds of fith caught upon theſe coatts are herrings, cod, 
and ling, The herrings are ſome years caught in Loch Sere- 
fort in Rum, during the month of Auguſt ; but the inhabi- 
tants deing ill provided in hing materials, ſeidom catch a 
competency for their own families. Ihe cod and ling are 
caught moſtly on the coaſts of Canna and Ifle Muck, the 
blhing ground beg moſt convenient to the barbours in 
theſe iſlands. They are exported to the Clyde market, and 
the ling fold from 3 l. to 31 108. per 120 ling. The Cear- 

ban 
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ban, or ſum fiſh appear in May, and ſometimes remain til 
July. Their liver alone is uſeful for making oil. ſome gf 
them yielding 12 barrels. This oil is alſo moſt frequently 
exported to the Clyde market. Different other kinds of 
fiſhes are caught, of ſon e benefit to the inhabitants; but 
it is unneceſſary to particular ſe them here - The land and 
ſea birds in this pariſh are much che fame with thoſe in 
the neighbouring iſlonds. Birds of prey are numerous; 
grouſe are fo''nd in Rum and Figg There are ſome yi. 
geons. and a few wild ducks. The puffi us are found in con- 
ſilerable numbers. which, though fea fowls, lay and hatch 
ſometimes at a great diſtance from the ſhore, even near the 
tops of high hills. Their young, before they leave the neſt, 
are as large as the dam, tranſparent with fat, and delicious 
to the taſte of many. It is believed, that the young piffin 
b comes fo weighty with fat, as to be unable ro take the 
wing and leave its neſt: To remedy this inconvenience; the 
old puffin is ſaid to adminiſter ſorrel, to extenuate, and en- 
der it fit for flying. It is, at any rate, a known fact. that 
ſorrel is commonly found to grow near the pufſſin's neſt, 
There is a ſmall kind of black crow peculiar to Eigg. having 
its body, back, head and neck, of a greyiſh blue colour, aud 
ſeemingly of the ſize of a pigeon. In ſome of the high hills 
of Rum, ptarmigans are found. In reſpect. ot ſize; they are 
ſomewhat lefs than grouſe; and, for ſecurity againſt birds of 
prey, they aſſume the colour of the ground; in-eold ſeaſons 
they are white ad ſnow; in other ſeuſons they are ſpotted 
white and blue, like the craggy cliffs among which they 
live: Here plovers are not bumerous. There ate a few 
curles, ſnipes; and herons, with many other birds, of 100 
htte importance to be ſeverally mentioned Our migtatorj 
. a & Kaul cockowe; Woodcotks, ne, arctic gulls, 
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and folan geeſe. The periods of their arrival and departure 
ur too well Ko]n to be infiſted on. 


Tides - Iſlands, and W general. the tide of flood 
ſets north, the tide of ebb ſouth; but it often varices, accor- 
ding to the ſituation of the coaſte of the iſla ds. Gn the 
fouth coaſt of Ergg. there is a ſmall iſl nd, called Eillan Chaſe 
tel which is good for paſture, and a pend cle of a contiguous 
farm in Egg. A few perſons, tending cattle, live upon it 
during a part of the ſumm er months only. The tound be- 
tween this iflard and Eigg, makes a tolerabic harbour for a 
few veflels not exceeding 70 tons. It has no great depih of 
vater, and contequebtiy, with {pring tides, tuch veficls are 
pt to take the, ground, the conlequence of which, in ſevere 
weather, might be da. gerous, This harbour is in the 
courle of veſſels from the point of Ardnamurchan to iſle 
Otonſay in Sleat, oppolite to Loch Urn, and nearly equi- 
dillant from the letter and Tobe mory. There arc two 
entrances to it, the one fr m the ſouth-weſt, and the o- 
ther trom the north-caſt, in a line par- lle! to the above 
courſe, and fo muſt be a good ou let for either of the afore- 
faid harbour - Within this harbour, a pier has been built 
by the inhabitants, far the ſccurity of niking boats and ſn, all 
dellels, but on a plan not ſufficicniiy exter ave tor ac cou. mo- 
dating veſſels of the above u cntio..cd fize ; beſides that, it 
has bern neglected fer lome tim, and become in a manner 
rumouß. If a pier. properly planned to afford protection in 
alt of, Rtorans, were built here, this harbour might facilitate 
the navigation. of herring buſſes, both north to the fit ing, 
and ſouth to the market. It lies in a centrical ſituat ion. be- 
tween the two tormer harbours, and, if accommodated as as 
bove. might prevent buſſts when overtaken by contrary 
winds, or dilagyreeable weather, from driving back to either, 

and 
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and thus be a means of bringing them to their deſtined pay 
many days earlier. The only hardour in Rum is Loch Sex, 
ſort, on the eaſt coaſt thereof, It bears eaſt and weſt, aud 
runs a conſiderable way into the iſland; it is eaſy of acceſs, 
the entrance being pretty wide; there are fome ſunk rocks 
on the ſouth fide of the entrance. Between theſe rocks and 
the north fide are about three fourths of its whole breadth, 
perfectly clear, affording ſufficient room to tack in of out 
at pleaſure. This harbour is only open to the eaftward, and 
conſequently there is ſeldom any great ſwell. It is 1pacions, 
its ground good, its depth of water from 5 to 7 fathoms, 
and is a good outlet either north or ſouth. Near the head, 
and on the ſouth fide of this harbour, a pier was begun x 
few years ſince, which is ill carried on, but not fituſhed, 
This is ſuſtained as ſtatute labour. This harbour, to be fre. 
quented, needs only to be better known, as it is not only 
commodious in itſelf, but lies convenient for ſupplies of beef 
and mutton at a very moderate rate. On the ſouth-eaſt fide 
of Canna lies the Sand Mand, ſeparated from the former by 
a very narrow ſound, which ebbs dry for the greateſt par 
of every tide, and at high water, fiſhing-boats can with diſ- 
ficulty paſs through it. This iſland is valuable, and fit both 
for crop and paſture, It has 4 tenants on it, who hold of 
the proprietor, and pay about 60 L rent. Between this iſland 
and Canna, lies the well known and much frequented 'har- 
bour of that name. This harbour is ſafe, eſpecially for fhips 
of moderate ſize ; it is, however, ſhallow and confined, and, 
without a favourable wind, it is difficult to enter or to leave 
it 3 and this inconveniente is increaſed by a large rock with- 
out the mauth of it, which is ſometimes wholly under water. 


On the north · «welt ſide of Ile Muck, lies Aillean nan Each, 


Ind of, Harſes..; Between them is 2, foul, rocky, narron 
channel, which frequently ebbs dry. This iſland is of in- 
couſiderable 
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-onfiterable extent, but good for paſture, In Ifle Muck 


there are a few creeks. which attord ſhelter 40 - ſmall boats; 
bur no ſafe harbour for veſſels. In two of 1 e ate 


piers in an imperfect ſtate, 


| WT and Climate. —The air is generally moiſt, and the wea- 

ther rainy- he toutherly and weiterly winds, which are 

the molt frequent, are ainavit conſtantly attended with rain. 

k is rem arked by the inhabitants, that. the ſcaions are ſtill 

becompg»more and, more ramy. Tor a tew years paſt, even 

the winters have. been attended with rain, inſteud ot the uſual 

now and froſt. The laſt tummer and harveſt, 1793, were 
much more rainy tben any remembered, which is the more 

fingular, as the weather vas ſaid to be very dry in the low 

lands ot Scotkand, and favourable even within 5o-miles-to the 

eaſtward. 'Fhbelc rains. make the grain erops precarious, and 

of lutie value, though they have. for ſome time, a promiſing 

ppearance. The climate; however, is healthy ; the-enteſes 

may be, that there sm confidertble-body of ſtagnant wa- 

ters z the good quality of the waters in moti of theſe iſlands, 

ad the pure ſea air which the iohabitants ele ays breat ho. 

The diſeaſes, which moit commonly appear in tis part, 

ae the conti ued fever, croup, eryfip clas, meaſles, catasrh 
pleuriſy. epilepſy, hoop ing cough, diarrhoea, dtp uf 14.4 

belly; atid jaundice. Of theſe the moſt fatal are he on”, 

pleuriſy, and hooping cough. About two years agg 
coup proved very mortal, and fwept away many Childcch, 
ſome-of them about FI or 10 ou of og N 
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Populaticn,For want of fands to ſupport à ſeffion-clerk, 
there is no regiſter ek ler of birtlis, desths, or nrriages kept : 
in the parifh'3" bofides,'a great number of the inlabſtants are 
Noman Catholics, al a not fall ow the Kegaltailte of 
„ uf (pn BG, 5313 N- 14 54% 11.77 tlie 
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the pariſh miniſter; and if he were to keep ſuch regifty, 
by law he is liable to a penalty, unleſs he (hould collect the 
taxes upon births. marriages, &c which. by many. is thong 
a grievance, aud to evade the penalty, the regiſters are 16, 
glected. By a liſt, lately ken, it appears, that the numbe 
of inhabitants in this pariſh is as follows: 


In Eigg — _ — 399 
— Rum — — — 443 
— Canna — — — 304 
Total 1339 
OF whom there are. under 10 years of age 327 
— — — from 10 to 20 — 236 
— from 20 to 50 — 534 
— — — trom go to 70 — 175 
— ͤ ſ— — fro 70 to 90 — 42 
— above go — 
Total as before 
And of theſe there are, males — 648 
— ﬀ——— — — 691 
| 1339 
— - Roman Catholics $40 
13;9 


Four of the above are about 92 oy 93 years of age, and 


one about 100. There are married couples, 240, widows, 
48;  widowers, 12; inhabited houſes, 252; ſo that the 


npmber ot married, widows, and widowers, is to the number 


of 
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of unmarried as 2 to 3, and to the whole population, as 2 to 
5 nearly; and the average number of each family is about 
54. By a liſt of the inhabitants of this pariſh, taken by the 
late Mr M. Aſkill, in the year 1768, there were at that pe- 
riod in Eigg, gor ſouls; in Rum, 302; in Canna, 233, and 
in Iſle Muck, 172, in all 1208, leſs than the preſent popula- 
tion by 1313; to which, if the number of emigrants hereafter 
mentioned be added, the population ſeems to be greatly on 
the increaſe. | "i 

There are 8 male and 6 female weavers, 1 houſe-carpen- 
ter, and 5 boat-carpenters, 5 taylors, and 2 ſmiths. Moſt 
of theſe, beſides their reſpective trades, ſpend a conſiderable 
part of their time in fiſhing, labouring, and other neceſſary 
occupations. There are few or no ſeamen, except thoſe who 
follow the fiſhing during a part of the year. There are two 
merchants, who bring their goods from the Glaſgow market, 
There is one clergyman of the Eſtabliſhed church, one Rc- 
man Catholic prieſt, one ſurgeon, and one ſchoolmaſter ; all 
theſe have their reſidence in Eigg. 

In Eigg, 8 tenants pay rent to the proprietors ; in Canna, 
5; in Iſle Muck, 24; and in Rum, 43. 

In the years 1788 and 1790, 183 ſouls emigrated from 
this pariſh to America, and 55 to the mainland of Scotland 
and to neighbouring iſlands; of theſe 176 left Eigg. A 
principal cauſe of this emigration was, that the country was 
overſtocked with people, ariſing from ſrequent early mar- 
riagesz of courſe, the lands were able to ſupply them but 
ſcantily with the neceſſaries of life, It is not unfrequent, 
upon theſe occaſions, for a parent to divide with his newly 
married ſon, the pittance of land (ſometimes a very ſmail 
portion of a farm) poſſeſſed by him, which muſt reduce both 
to poverty and miſery. Another cauſe of the emigration is, 

Vol. XVII. | Q 9 | that 
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that the iſland of Eigg, which was formerly in part rented by 
ſmall tenants, was divided among 8 principal tackſmen. 


Stones.— In various parts of the coaſt of Eigg, there are 
bodies of free ſtone, ſome of it too ſoft, and ſome of it ſuff. 
ciently ſolid to bear the chiſſel; but hitherto it has been 
converted to no uſeful purpoſe that I know. On the N. W. 
ſide of the iſland, there is alſo a body of ſhelly limeſtone, 
yielding fine lime, and not difficult to burn; this, if fuel 
were plentiful, might afford excellent manure. In Run, 
there is a kind of light red rock, which has an affinity to ve- 
ry hard free ſtone; it drefles well under the hammer, and s 
very fit for rough building. In one particular ſpot, it is 
found in pretty thin flags, not difficult to quarry, ſome of 
them about 5 feet ſquare ; ſome of them have been ſquared 
with the hammer, and floors paved with them to very good 
purpoſe. In this iſland, alſo, cryſtalline and pebble ſtones, 
not large in fize, but of great ſolidity, are found. Glaſs has 
been cut by ſome of the cryſtals. The pebbles are of various 
colours, and admit of a very fine poliſh, © 


Tnundations,—On the north fide of Rum there is a rivulet 
taking its riſe in ſome of the higheſt mountains, which has 
often overflowed its banks, and, ' ſpreading over the valley 
through which it runs, done conſiderable damage to the 
growing corn, and ſwept mm ſome of the peats cut in the 
WD. cg | 5; 8 


Language. — The language, principally {| 8 and univer- 
fally underſtood, is Gaelic, and from it the names of places 
ſeem moſtly to be derived; yet it muſt be confeſſed, that 
there are names of places, which the preſent inhabitants do 
not fully underſtand; that ſeem” to be derived from a lan- 

; | guage 
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guage or languages to them unknown; but ſuppoſed to be 
Daniſh. Tradition ſays, that of old the iſlands forming this 
pariſh, had names ſometimes given them different from thoſe 
which they now bear: Thus Eigg was called Zillan nan 
Banmore, (the Iſland of the Great Women); Rum was cal- 
led Rioghachd na Forraiſte Fiadhaich, (the Kingdom of the 
Wild Forreſt); Canna was called An t-eillan tarſſuin, (the 
I{land lying acroſs); and Iſle Muck, Tirr Chrainne, (the 
Sow's Ifland). But theſe may be ſuppoſed poetical names, 
given by the Gaelic bards; and the ſuperſtitious are ſaid to 
have uſed them, and them only, when at ſea, and bound for 
theſe iſlands. 


Rents and Heritors,— The rent of the pariſh is as follows: 
Eigg, kelp included, 343 1. 125. 3 d.—Canna, kelp included, 
about 240 J. Rum, 209 l. 13s. 6d. Ifle Muck, exclufive 
of the kelp, but including one third of the whole iſland un- 
der ſtock to the proprietor, and valued at an equal rate with 
the reſt, 2521. Total rent of the pariſh, 10441. 5s. 9d. 
— Three heritors have landed property in this pariſh, viz. 
John M Donald of Clanrannald, Eſq; whoſe property in 
this pariſh is Eigg and Canna; Major Alexander M. Lean of 
Coll, whoſe property in this pariſh is Rum; and Captain 
Lachlan MiLean, proprictor of Iſle Muck. None of theſe 
proprietors have their reſidence in the pariſh, 


State of the Church, —The King is patron. The living, in- 
cluding manſe and glebe, has been, fince the augmentation 
in 1786, equal to about go l. a year. Of the ſtipends, 17 l. 
188. 9d. has been annually paid out of the teinds of Sleat, 
lince the erection of this pariſh into a ſeparate charge; now 
a proceſs of reduction is carried on at the inſtance of the 
miniſter of Sleat, with a view to withdraw the forcſaid por- 
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tion of the Sleat teinds. The miniſter, weather permitting, 
officiates in Rum once a month; in Ile Muck, once ; 


month; in Canna, once a quarter; and the reſt of the time 


in Eigg. He muſt attend the meetings of preſbytery at Sky, 


'and of ſynod at Glenelg or Sky, and conſequently cannot be 
above a third of his time at home. He muſt, at his own 


expence, keep a boat of a conſiderable ſize, and well rigged, 
always in readineſs to tranſport him to theſe ſeveral iflands, 
which muſt be a conſiderable diminution of his income. Do- 
nald McLean is now miniſter of this pariſh, who was admit- 
ted and ſettled in October 1787. His predeceſſors in office 
were Malcolm M. Aſkill, who died April 1787, and was ad- 
mitted in 1757; and Donald M+*Queen, the firſt miniſter of 
the pariſh as a ſeparate charge, who was admitted in 1726, 
and tranſlated to Uiſt in 1756. The preſent miniſter is 
married, has 3 ſons and 2 daughters. A manſe, for the firſt 
time, was built in Eigg in 1790, and a-preaching houſe in 
Eigg, for the firſt time alſo, in 1793. 


State of the Pror,—The number of poor, on the Kirk e. 


Hon roll, of the reformed religion, is 19, and thoſe of the 
Roman Catholic, 20. They indiſcriminately travel, and re- 


ceive alins through the pariſh, There is no fixed fund, cx- 
cept about 3os. a year given by Mr M*Lean of Coll, for the 
poor in Rum. The ſeſſion fund conſiſts only of a little mo- 
ney collected on Sabbaths, and cf fines paid by delinquents. 
This money is, once a year, diſtributed among the poor of 
the reformed. 'The prieſt is left at liberty to uplift fines 
from delinquents of his own perſuaſion, and to apply them in 
a ſimilar manner, | 


Prices of Prouiſiont, Labour, &c,—Prices of proviſions va- 


ry according to ſeaſons. Imported oat meal has ſald, during 
| - the 


ing 
the 


of Small Iſles; 285 


the laſt 5 years, from 15s. to 208. each boll of 8 ſtone 
weight; the country meal, both oat and barley, from 14s. 
to 20s. the boll, containing 20 pecks, and each peck about 
52 Scotch pints. Potatoes ſell between 2s. to 3s. the bar. 
rel. There is little or no beef or mutton ſold by the weight, 
excepting in Canna, to ſeafaring people, who purchaſe it 
from 2 d. to 3 d. the lb. Butter ſells from 128. to 14s. and 
cheeſe about 5 s. the ſtone of 22 Engliſh pounds. 

A labourer is hired at 1 s. a day, if he maintains himſelf, 
or 6d. per day with victuals; carpenters from 8d. to 18. 
with victuals; maſons, about 2 s, without victuals; ſhoema- 
kers, at 8 d. with victuals. Taylors are generally paid by the 
piece work. In a ſituation like this, it is difficult to aſcer- 
tain the expence of a married common labourer in huſban- 
dry. The terms allowed them have no fixed ſtandard, Ma- 
ny of them have one fourth of the crop they make with the 
plough, being generally barley and oats, and a third of the 
crop they make with the ſpade, and manure with ſea-ware, 
which is principally potatoes, and grazing for two cows with 
their followers. This muſt afford them but a ſcanty ſubſiſ- 
tence, eſpecially in years of ſcarcity, when they have a nu- 
merous family of weak children; but, with the aid derived 
from the ſhore, they are enabled to live. Theſe are ſimply 
the wages of the man's perſonal labour, his wife giving no 
aſſiſtance, except a few weeks in harveſt, to reap the crop. 
Single male ſervants in huſbandry receive about 3 l. in mo- 
hey, what they wear of ſhoes, other perquiſites, and their 
victuals. Other male domeſtic ſervants are allowed from 21. 
to 31. a year, with ſhoes and perquiſites. Female domeſtic 
ſervants receive from 128. to 20 8. with ſhoes and ſeveral 
other perquiſites. The average price of horſes may be about 
31. 108.3 horned cattle, about 3 l.; ſheep, about 4 s, 


Fuel, 
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fuel. Formerly they were provided in peats by Rum and 
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Fuel. The fuel confiſts principally of peats, to which 


heath muſt be frequently added. In Eigg there is a compe- 
tency of peats and heath; in Rum abundance; in Canna 


there is no heath for fuel, and their ſtore of peats is not ſo 
abundant, Formerly Rum helped to ſupply Canna in peats, 
but of late years the iſland ſupplies itſelf, except a quantity 
of coal imported from the Clyde, by the principal tackſman, 
and ſome peats, he now carries from the coaſt of Sky, for the 
uſe of his family. Iſle Muck, within itſelf, is ill provided in 


Ardnamurchan; of late their ſupplies were ſolely from 
Rum, with much perſonal toil and danger. From Eigg, 
they import boat loads of heath, when their peats become 
ſcarce. In winter 1790 and 1791, there was a general ſcars 
city of firing throughout this pariſh, which Iſle Muck moſt 
ſeverely felt. They were reduced to the neceſſity of burn- 
ing different kinds of furniture, ſuch as beds, dreſſers, ſtools, 
barrels ; and alſo houſe timber, divots, tangles, ſtraw, &c. 
to dreſs their victuals. Bringing heath from Eigg was a 
conſtant employment when the weather permitted, 


Ploughs—Io Eigg there are 8 ploughs; in Canna and 
Sand Ifland, 7; in Iſle Muck, 7; and in Rum, 2; but they 
labour all with the ſpade, except two {mall fields. 


Antiquities and Curioſities, There are ſeveral veſtiges of 
antient buildings, generally of a circular form, which tradi- 
tion ſays were Daniſh forts. From their fituation, the one 
being always in view of two others in oppoſite directions 
from it, they were more probably watch towers than places 
of ſtrength. There are no barrows or tumuli in the pariſh, 
except one in Eigg, on the farm of Kiell Donnain, near an 
old Popiſh chapel, from which it lies at the diſtance of about 
80 
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bs yards. It is ſaid to be the burial place of Donnan, the 
tutelary faint of Eigg ; and it lies in a field of arable ground, 
and the thin flag covering the ſepulchral urn, in which Don- 
nan's remains had been depoſited, was ſome years ago expo- 
ſed by the plough ; upon which the urn, being a large round 
hollow ſtone, was taken up and examined, and found to con- 
tain a number of bones, but no ſcull appeared among them. 
It was again buried, at the diſtance of a few FR from the 
place where it formerly lay. 4 

Among the curioſities of this pariſh is the Compal: Hill in 
Canna. It is called Compaſs Hill, from its extraordinary ef- 
feft upon the mariner's compaſs. When a compals is brought 
to a particular ſituation thereon, its needle is immediately 
reverſed, The ſame effect is produced by a ſteep rock on 
the north ſide of the entrance of the harbour, when a com- 
paſs is brought near it. In Rum is a well, called Tobay 
Dearg, (Red Well), the water of which is highly wenn. ; 
but very little uſed by the natives. 

If baſaltic pillars may be conſidered as a ſufficient 1 9 
of volcanoes, many of them appear in Eigg and Canna. In 
Canna they appear far diſtant from the ſea; in Eigg, not on- 
ly near the ſea, but near the top of its higheſt hills. Even 
Scure Eigg, the higheſt hill in that iſland, ſeems to be prin« 
cipally formed of a rock, having much of a baſaltic ap- 
pearance, Along the coaſt of Eigg, rocks are found remark- 
ably light and porovs, which renders it probable that they 
have been once tortured in the fire. Even places may be 
pointed out, where ſmall portions of theſe 'rocks ſeem to have 
been formerly in a liquid ſtate. There are ſeveral caves a. 
long the coaſts of the different iſlands in this pariſh, ſome of 
which are not altogether unworthy of notice. On the 8. 
W. ſide of Eigg, there is one called Uamba' Chrabhuidh (the 
Cave of Devotion), in which the Roman Catholic inhabitants 

were 
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were wont to attend maſs in time of the Reformation. Ther 
altar is ſtill to be ſeen. Its roof is irregularly arched; in 
height, at the entrance, about 60 feet; its length, 220 fee, 
and its breadth, 30 feet. Near the entrance of this cave, 
ſome parts of the rock ſeem to have been once in a liquified 
ſtate. At no great diſtance eaſt of this cave, is Uami; 
Fhraine, (the Cave of Francis) remarkable not only for its 
form, but alſo for the murder of the inhabitants of this iſland 
by Aligair,Crotach, Laird of M*Leod. The entrance of this 
cave is ſo ſmall, that a perſon. muſt creep on four for about 
12 feet; it then becomes pretty capacious, its length being 
213 feet, breadth 22, and height 17. With regard to the 
murder above mentioned, it is faid that ſome of M-Lead' 
vaſlals, returning from Glaſgow, touched at the: harbour of 
Eigg. Some Eigg women were then tending cattle in Lil, 
lean. Chaſtell, the ſinall iſland which forms this harbour, 
The ſtrangers viſited, and maltreated the women, Their 
friends having got information, purſued and deſtroyed thoſe 
rangers. This treatment of his vaſſals, M*Leod conſidered 
as an. inſult, and came in force to revenge their death. The 
inhabitants, appriſed of their danger, flocked to this cave 
for concealment, excepting 3, who took other places of re: 
fuge, and a boat's crew then in Glaſgow, M*+Leod, after 
landing, having found no inhabitants, believed they had fled 
to the main- land, and reſolved to return immediately to Sky, 
'The people in the cave, impatient of their confinement, ſent 
a {cout to reconnoitre, who imprudently ſhewed himſelf up- 
on an eminence, where he was readily obſerved by the ere 
my, then actually under fail for Sky. Unfortunately for the 
inhabitants, there was new laid ſnow upon the ground. 
M. Leod re- landed, and traced the ſcout to the cave's mouth: 
He offered, upon delivering up to him the murderers of his 


people, to ſpare the other inhabitants. The terms were re- 
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jefted, upon which M. Leod ſmoked them all to death. In 


the confined air of this cave, the bores are ſtill pretty freſh, 
and ſome of the ſkulls entire, and the teeth in ther ſockets. 
About 40 ſku!ls have been lately numbered here. It is pro- 
bable a greater number was deſtroyed; if fo, their neigh- 
bouring friends may have carried them off for burial in con- 
ſecrated ground. 


Seafaring, &r.—As to ſeaf ring, the people appear fond 
of filhing only. They ſeldom enter on board the navy, un- 
leſs compelled. There ate but two decked veſſels, of about 
25 tons each. The number of fiſhing boats is about 15, 
and of ;aflage boats 10, from 2 to 4 tons each, Eleven 
young men in Rum inliſted in the Breadalbane fencible re- 
bert, in March 1793. In Eg and Canna there was no 
recruiting carried on; and in Ifle Muck, none inlitted, 
though required by the proprictor, h 


Way of Living, The people appear neither expenſive nor 
luxurious. They live chiefly upon potatoes and herrings 3 
and among the n.ore opulent tack{inen, a diſh of tea and a 
iram of whiſky are their greatett luxuries. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. —The healthy fituation of 
the pariſh, and the fiſhing grounds near its coalts are among 
its greateſt advantages. Eigg ſeen:s pretty equally divided 
s to crop and paſture grounds, and, in plentiful! ſeaſons, 
ſhould maintain its preſent inhabitants. Canna, tfle Muck, 
and Rum, are not inconver iently fituated, mutually to aſſiſt 
each other, if a plan proper for this purpoſe were adopted. 
Rum might help the ſummer grazing of Canna and Iſle 
Muck, and render their cattle fitter for market. Canna and 
lle Muck might afford a ſurplus of crop to fupply the inha- 
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bſtants of Rum la the former iflands fuel is ſcarce; in the 
Hatter, moſs is ptentiful. Indeed the people of ifle Muck get 
Aa great part of their tuel, and ſummer graf- for their horles, 
in Rum, as a gratuity, during pleaſure, from its proprietor 
to the proprietor of Il: Muck, who is a cadet of his family. 
Some benefit may reſult to Carna from its harbour, which 
is much frequented by the trade from the Baltie and its 
neighbourhood. It might be expected that Rum would 
largely ſhare in this benefit, if its harbour was geverally 
known, | C 

The diſadvantages of this pariſh are not few. In this ex 
tenſive pariſh, conſiſting of ſo many iſlands, where the nav 
gation is tedious and dangerous, eſpecially to the iſlands 
more remote from the clergyman's reſidence z the diſtante 
from the harbour of Eigg to the harbour of Canna, being 
computed 30 miles; to that of Rum 16, and to that of ft 
Muck, 6 miles: His attendance on each cannot be fo fre- 
quent, nor his labours ſo beneficial, as their wants neceſſaily 
require. Notwithſtanding his exertions, the people muſt be 
liable to a ſeduction into a ſuperſtition, ſubverſive of moral. 
ty and of genuine piety ; and the more ſo, as its emiſſaries, 
now tolerated by law, traffic among them without controul, 
Hence the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing amiſſion in two of theſe 


-HNands is thought evident. The want of ſchools is another 


diſadvantage. The ambulatory ſchool, once eſtabliſhed in 
this pariſh, by the Society in Scotland for Propagating Chriſ- 
tian Knowledge, was removed in Summer 1792. Till ſum- 
mer 1793, a parochial ſchool was never obtained: It is now 
fixed in Eigg, and the only one in the pariſh. From this 


' ſchool, children in the other iſlands, eſpecially the poorer 


ſort. can derive no benefit. Ignorance muſt be the conſe- 
quence, and they may not only be an eaſy prey to ſeducers 


but worſe qualified to act their part as uſeful members of 10+ 
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ciety. To- obviate this grievance, a ſchool, if practicablę, 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed in each ifland, Another inconvenience 
ariſes from the want of a poſt office, in a proper ſituation, 
on the oppoſite continent. The neareſt poſt-town is Fort 
Willian, From Fort William to Ardnafouran is about 49 
computed miles; from  Ardnafouran, the neareſt ſtage to 
Eiggs is about 11 miles over water. A poſt office at Ard- 
natouran, and a packet between Ariſaig and Uut, to call at 
Eigg and Canna, would prove highly beneficial, 1 10 facilitate 
ing the intercourſe between theſe iſlands and the contineut. 
The falt laws are an object of great complaint un this pa- 
riſh, as well as in its neighbourhood. Tue late alterations 
in theſe laws have facilitated the getting, at a moderate rate, 
falt for curing fiſh; but ſtill the cuſtom-houſe torms, to 
which every purchaſer of uch ſalt muſt ſubmit, may be con- 
fidered as a real grievance. If a perſon wiſhes to procure 2 
or 3 barrels of ſuch ſalt, to cure fiſh for the uſe ot his fa- 
mily, he muſt enter it in a cuſtom-houſe, if it ſhould be 80 
miles diſtant; he muſt grant bond and tecurity tor it. Lhe 
fiſh fal:ed therewith, he muſt proceed with to a cuſtom- 
houſe, however diſtant ; there he muſt unſhip agd repack. it, 
and all this trouble and expence for a few barrels for his 6wa 
family uſe. Such a grievance evidently necds a remedy. 
There are other purpoſes, alſo, tor which ſalt is indij pentibly 
neceflary, The lower claſs, who are the bulk of the people, 
are often at a loſs for this neceflary article of lite, fram the 
ſeverity of the pretent ſalt laws, They will have it on the 
eaſieſt terms poſſible, whatever be the nieans; and the dif- 
heulty of obtaining it in a fair, encourages an illicit trade. 
Another diſadvantage, under which the pariſh ties, is its 
great diſtarce from public markets, both by land and water. 


Alis circumſtance renders it neceſſary to fell their cattle 70 


private 
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private dealers, who in general think it their intereſt, to 1 
* advantages ariſing from local ſituation. 

The ſtate of the rbads, too, in this pariſh, may be nk 
dered as a difidvantage: The roads are almoſt in a ſtate of 
warnre. All the ſtatute labour; pertormed in the different 
nds, has been d rected towards the building of piers, for 
the actommodation of fiſhing boats, and veſſels of an inſe- 
rior ſize. And even theſe piers, it muſt be acknowleged, hare 
not been coffiifted on a plan the moſt liberal and uſefil, 
nor has any ot chem hitherto! been carried to perfection. 
In the county of Inverneſs, ot which Eigg is a pendicle, 
former acts of Parliament, requiring ſtatute labour, it ws 
found difficult to render effectual; but it is expected, that 
the act obtained laſt ſeſſion of Parliament may have a hap- 
pier effect, and that proper attention ſhall be paid to our 
rnads. here is not a bridge in the whole pariſh, yet it 4s 
obvious, that ſmall ones are abſolutely. neceſſary in Eigg 
and Rum. as ſeveral of our waters become often dangerous, 
and t ven in 5 by heavy falls of rain, d melting a 
How +1 
In this pariſh, a puri of Aſians Gros much to pre- 
/vailt, © Many coirplain. of their rents, ard many of their 

+want, of \{thbols, beſides: other inconveniencies already ſug- 
-geſteds The 22 of redreis are obvious. 
cin 9d) She 
ti | Debaters 10 a of the dn Hill in 
Camia, already mentioned, another has been very lately diſco- 
treu that produces imilar effect upon the mariner's coiupals; 
und i probable other Places of the ſame nature might be 
"gijcovered. - =, 
2 Jv Canya, there is a great deal of the rock called Plumb- 
pu dinger, and that in tome places connected with the 
"baſaltic rock. A ſingular inſtance ot Whey 1 is a ſteep and lot- 
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ty rock, ealled Corraudhun, on the top of which a. alla eta 
nous building remains. Not maoy yards diſtant from this 
z rock of the plumb pudding kind, which is ſometimes fur. 
rounded by the {ea. - The fide of it next the rock. is nearly 
perpendicular. In this ſide of the rock, conſiderably abave 
the level of the ſea, there is, in a horizontal poſition, the 
remains of a tree, nearly in a putrid ſtate apparently form- 
ing a part of the ſolid rock, and having at leaſt 5 or. 6 fa» 
thomas of the rock above it. There is no- room to doubt 
that it has been wood, and its fibres have a near, reſemblance 
to thoſe of oak. Its ſituation makes it one of the greateſt 
turioſities diſcovered in any country. TED 

Among the grievances of this pariſh, may be ranked, 
that they never yet had a juſtice of the peace, in it. 

In the courſe of the laſt 20 years, the dreſs in this pariſh, 
as well as the neighbourhood, both of men and,women, has 
undergone a very conſiderable change. The men in general 
wear hats, ſhort jackets, and long trowſers; inſtead of bon- 
nets, ſhort coats, and philabegs; and inftead of the tartan 
ſhort hoſe, ſtockings are pretty much uſed. The kerchief, 
formerly: worn by married women, and the tonnac, or ſhort 
plaid, worn by females in general, are now almoſt wholly 
out of wiſe, Inſtead of theſe, caps of various faſhions, ſhort 
and long cloaks. great coats, and ribbands, have been ſubſti- 
tuted, The men, ſuch of them eſpecially as follow the fiſh- 


ing, find the change in their dreſs highly convenient, and it 


may be preſumed that they borrowed it from the ſeafaring 
people, who frequented theſe iſles. Some people think that 
it was introduced by the Highlanders, who ſerved in the laſt 
American war. The change in the dreſs of the women 
may be thus accounted for: Moſt of our young women go 
to the low country for ſome weeks in harveſt ; this time 
they ſpend in ſhearing ; and with the money thus earned, 

| they 
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they endeavour to dreſs themſelves after the low eountry {, 
ſhioo; the fathion, thus introduced, raiſes an emulation . 
mong the women in general, and, of courſe, merchants are 
encouraged to import like articles The periodical migration 
of our young women to the low country in harveſt, is entire. 
Iy with a view to dreſs. They ſeldom bring home any ſhare 
of the price of their labour in caſh, and they are a mean 
of encouraging an extravagance of dreſs. So intent are 
they on this object, that from Whitſunday to Martinmas, 
they will nor accept of fervice at home; and, except the 
few week, ſpent in the low country, they are a burden to 
their friends for this half year. If manufactures, particular. 
ly the woollen, were eſtabliſhed among us, our young wo- 


men u ight find conſtant employment at home, mutually ad. 
— to themſelves and to the ſublic. 


In this pariſh there may be about 1100 anne about cho 
Ricks, and 500 two o year olds. | 
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PHE writer of this account has not. been able to dilcover 

the origin of the name Bothkennar. This pariſh. is 
ſituated in that track of country commonly called the Carſe 
of Falkirk; is about a mile and a half in length, and nearly 
of equal breadth. Ir is bounded on rhe north by the pariſh 
of Airth ; on the weſt, by the parith of Larbert; on the 
ſouth, by the pariſhes of Falkirk and Polmont, and oi. the 
eaſt, by the river Forth, It ſeems antiently to have been 
bounded on the ſouth by the river Carron, but that river 
having changed its courſe, now interſects beth the pariſhes 
of Bothkennar and Falkirk, leaving part of the former on 
the ſouth, and a 1mall part of the latter upon the north fide 
of i. The pariſh contains 96 oxgangs of land, which, at 
the computation of 13 acres each, amount in whole to 12483 
the yearly valuation of which, including ceſs, feu-duty pay= 
able to the family of Marr, and nüniſter's ſtipend, is 3591 l. 
123. 6d. Scotch. The real rent ot the pariſh cannot be ſe 
| exachly 
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exactly aſcertained, as it may vary according to the value of 
the ground, or the date of the leaſes; at à medium, it may 
be reckoned at leaſt at 21. 5s. per acre, which would amount 
to 2808 |, Sterling; and when the price of grain is high, it 
may be conſiderably more. 


Soil, Produce, &c.—The ſoil is moſily of a deep clay, and 
the land, which is believed to have been antiently covered 
by the waters of the neighbouring Frith, is, in general, very 
rich, and produces plentiful crops of oats, peaſe, and beans, 
barley. wheat, graſs, and potatoes Mr Nimmo, in his biſ. 
tory of Stirlingſhire, informs us, that as early as the 14th 
century, (when, in compariſon, little improvement had been 
made in agriculture), the yearly feu-duty paid to the Crown, 
out of the pariſh of Bothkennar alone, was no leis than 26 
chalders of victual, beſides 6 chalders paid to the Abbacy ct 
Cambuſkenneth. About that time, or probably at a later 
period, the price of grain was ſo very low, that the propric- 
tors of land in the pariſhes of Airth and Bothkennar had it 
in their option, when paying the feu-duty, to pay either 2 
merk Scotch or a boll of wheat, The former witely choſe 
to pay in money, which they ſtill do; and the latter in grain, 
which, inſtead of a merk Scotch, has, for many years paſt, 
been equal in value to 208. 25 b. or ſometimes even 30s. 
Sterling. This pariſh is almoſt a continued flat; there is 
ſearcely the leaſt riſing ground to be obſerved through the 
whole of it, and not a ſtone to be ſeen, unleſs brought from 
other places. Excepting the roads, there is not a ſpot of 


_ ground uncultivated. The method of cultivation, the time 


of ſowing and reaping, the wages of ſcrvants, traueſmen, and 
day- labourers, the prices of coal, grain, and provifions, arc 
in general nearly the ſame as in the pariſhes of Airth and 
Bolmont, to the ſtatiſtical accounts of which the * Is 
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here referred. There are 12 orchards in this pariſh, the 
largeſt of which is about 3 acres in extent. They produce 
chiefly apples and pears, and, in good fruit ſeafons, bring the 
proprietors a plentiful return. $1 


- = 


Population, &c. According to a liſt of the inhabitants, 
taken by the preſent miniſter in 1783, the number of ſouls 
was then about 730; but fince that time it has conſiderably 
decreaſed, owing, among other cauſes, to the ſbipping hav- 
ing been. in a great meaſure, removed from Carron ſhore to 
Grangemouth, on which account, ſeveral homes in this po- 
rin have been taken down, and others are left withour in- 
habitants. In the year 1793, another liſt was taken, from 
which it appears, that there are now only 14 fanflies, and 
in all about 600 inhabitants, of whom 3c3 are males, and 
297 females; 164 married, and 436 unmarried; among 
which laſt, 45 are widowers and widows, and 133 chilaren 
below 10 years of age. The number of marriages, baptiims, 
and burials, for the laſt 10 years, according to the pariſh 
regiſter, which, during that time, has been very regularly 
kept, is as follows: | 


Years, Manringes. Baptiſimt. Burials. 

1783 5 21 13 

1784 2 23 9 

1785 8 12 FAY 

1786 2 20 9 | | 

1787 6 23 Nn ft 

788 17 17 n 16 

1789 8 e 23 10 tn 
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of whom are non-reſident; ' The patronage belongs to the 
family of Airth, who have always exerciſed that right in 2 
manner that does them the higheſt honour, | The late Mr 
Graham, who had a particular pleaſure in promoting the 
happineſs of thoſe around him, (although not a nicmber of 
the Eſtabliſhed Preſbyteriah Church), was accuſtomed to in- 
dulge the people with the choice cf their own paſtors; by 
doing fo, he obtained juſt and univerſal eſteem while he liv. 
ed, and on this account his memory will long be highly re- 
ſpected. If other patrons were of the ſame diſpoſition, the 
law- of' patronage, ſo long complained of, would ceale from 
being a grievance ;z and inſtead of that frequent diſcord and 
animoſity, which are ſo deſtructive to the civil and religious 


intereſts of our country, ' peace and harmony would ever) 
where prevail. 


| School and Poor. — There is only one ſchool in this pariſh, 
at which 50 or Go children are yearly taught Engliſh, writ- 
ing, arithmetic, Latin, Greek, &c, The {choolmafter has a 
houſe and ſmall garden. His ſalary is only 100 merks 
Scotch, which, together with voluntary contributions from 
tome of the heritors, his ſchool wages, and perquitites as 
ieion-clerk, ſcarcely exceed 20 J. Sterling per annum. It is 
much to be wiſhed, that, in this age of liberality and im- 
provement, ſomething were done for the encouragement ot 


ichoolmaſters, many of whom, having families to ſupport, 


muſt often be ſtraitened to obtain even the neceſſaries of life. 
The poor in the pariſh are not allowed to beg from door 
to door, The number upon the Seſſion roll is at Preſent 7, 
who receive a weekly allowance, beſides a few who get 0c- 
cational ſupply, They are ſupported by the weekly collec- 
tions, with the intereſt of 1301, Sterling, which together 


amount at an average, for 10 years paſt, to 34 J. 105. yearle 
A 
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A few poor ſcholars alſo have their ſchool wages and books 
paid from the ſame fund. | 


Roads and improvements, —The roads in this pariſh, which 
old people remember to have been once ſcarcely paſſable, 
are now in general good, unleſs for a ſhort time during the 
winter, when the ground is very wet, or when covered with 
water, owing to the tide and land floods meeting together. 
Within theſe few years, a conſiderable extent of ground has 
been gained in this pariſh and neighbourhood from the Frith, 
which, though detended at a great expence, will ſoon be- 
come a valuable acquiſition to its poſſcſſors. There is a 
bridge ſoon to be built over the river Carron, a little above 
Grangemouth, and a new road to be carried from thence 
acroſs this pariſh, towards Alloa and Stirling, which are 
likely to be of great advantage to the inhabitants, and will 
open a nearer and more agreeable communication both to the 
north and ſouth. 
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PARISH OF WHITEBURN. 


* e 
(Co ux TY AND PRESBYTERY OF LINLITHGO W,—SyNog 
OF, LOTHIAN AND TWEEDALE.) 
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Name. 1200 

HITEBURN, now commonly written and pronoun- 

ced Whitburn, according to fſoune, took its name 

from a conſiderable number of families, of the name of 
White, living along the fide of a burn or rivulet, which runs 
through great part of the pariſh ; but more probably from 
being near another of the name of Blackburn, 


71 pu : 


- Extent, —The pariſh is about 6 miles long. and, at an are- 
rage, between 2 and 3 broad. It is bounded," on the eaſt, 
by Livingſton ; on the weſt by Shotts, Antf part of Cambuſ- 
nethan; on the ſouth, by Weſt Calder; and on the north, 
by Bain gie and pert f Shots. 0 45 


1 a alu 


B " Fituation and Surface, —This pariſh is in the Ctotihty and 


preſbyte 7 of Linlithgow, and ſynod of Lothian ànd Twee- 
dale. 10 Toil is generally what may be call& loam, 
inclining to clay; and, in ſome places, NaVing a mmture of 
moſs, with a ſtrong clay or till bottom. 


Towards 
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Towards the middle of the weſt end, there is a high ridge 
about two and a half miles long, and, in ſome places, above 3 
mile broad, of very deep barren moſs, part of which. how- 
ever, is known to contain a valuable ſeam of coal; and pre- 
parat ions are now making to have it wrought. The ſame 
ſeam of coal has been wrought for above ſeventy years paſt, 
it Burnhar, in the adjoining p'rith af Shorts, and ſti:l con- 
tinues working; having now approached within a few hun- 
dred yards of the boundaries of Whiteburn pariſh, The 
pariſh is chiefly under tillage z a few black cattle being paſ- 
tured upon particular ſpots of almoſt every farm. 

Climate and Diſeaſes. —The climate is damp and cold, 
though not unhealthy. Rheumatiſm, flow nervous fevers, 
and conſumptions, are, perhaps, the moſt general diſeaſes. 
loſtances of longevity are not unfrequent. Several perſons, 
within the laſt go years, have died upwards of go; and at 
preſent there are ſome living between 80 and go. The ſmall- 
pox is not remarkably mortal here, though inoculation is 
extremely little in uſe. The few inſtances, however, where 
it has been practiſed, have been always ſucceſsful, no perſon 
in the pariſh recollecting a fatal experiment of this kind; 
but ftill the prejudices of the common people are inveterate 
2painſt this ſalutary practice. 


Rivers, — Almond water runs through the north part of 
the pariſh, and Breich water along the ſouth fide of it. The 
canal propoſed to be cut between Edinburgh and Glaſgow, 
muſt be carried through at leaſt a part of the pariſh. The 
whole pariſh is well ſupplied with good wholeſome Waters 


irom ſprigs in almoſt every n of it. 


Florfes, 


— 
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Horſes, Sheep, &c, —There are about 200 horſes in the 
pariſh, and but very few ſheep, of late years, ſince the 
grounds have bean moſtly incloſed and tilled, A good ma- 
ny horſes and black cattle are bred for ſale. 


Population. The population of the pariſh is certainly in- 
creaſe within theſe 40 years. In 1755, it amounted to 
1427 ſouls. Laft year, When a pretty exact account of the 
numbers of the pariſli was taken, they were found to be 
1322 fouls, When the firſt calculation was made, there was 
no village in the pariſh : At preſent there is a village, which 
contains about g oo ſouls. But the cot-houſes, which were 
formerly ſcattered through the pariſh, are now almoſt all 
demoliſhed, and thoſe who poſſeſſed them have removed to 
the village. A perſon who has reſided long in a public ſta- 
tion in the pariſh, remarks, that not above a third part of 
the preſent heads of families are natives of the place. 


' Extent of Farms —There has been little alteration in the 
extent of farms for the laſt 80 years, 


Births, Deaths, and Marriages —The number of births 
cannot be given with preciſion; but they are computed 
about 3o yearly, The burials are about 24 in the year; but 
ſome bury in Weſt- Calder, and ſome few in Livingſton — 
'The marriages are frem 12 to 1 5 anpually.. A great propor- 
tion of them is e 2 

Nent of the Pariſh.— The valued rent of the pariſh is 
4244 J. 28. 11 d. Scots; the real rent is about 1890 J. or 
2000 l. Sterling. The rent of firms'is is in general fre from 75, Gd. 
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from the high road. The rent of houſes in the village is 
about 20 8. in the year, 


Proprietors, Tenants, Wc, — There are only two conſider- 
able proprietors in the pariſh. Eight poſſeſs property from 
col, to 180 J. a-year; and there are about 16 portioners. 
Of the confiderable proprietors, one refides occaſionally in 
the pariſh; and of the ſecond claſs, one haif is reſident, 
There is one farmer in the pariſh, who rents a farm of ra- 
ther more than 1501 per annum. There are a few others, 


whole rent exceeds 50 l. There is one phyſician, and one 
ſurgeon in the pariſh, 


Trades, —In the village there are 3 ſhopkeepers. Within 
the pariſh there are 20 weavers, who work chiefly for Glal- 
gow and Lanark. About 50 young people, from 9 to 30 
years of age, are eniployed in the flowering of mullins for 
Glaſgow, earning uſually about 10 d. or 15s. a day. In the 
village there is a cotton manufactory, 5 about 30 ar 
40 hands, at about 18. a day. 

In the pariſh there are generally about 

15 Maſors and wrights 

10 Shoemakers 

6 Taylors 

2 Bakers, and ſometimes a butcher 
4 Fublic-houſes, and Þ 


6 Ale-houfes, which laſt are tolerably well frequented. 


Crops, —Oats and potatoes are almoſt the only general 
eros, M hen oats art ſown after potatoes, the ground is 
ſeldom plowed. There is raiſed a good deal of rye-grals 
and clover, and a tolerable quantity of flax for family uſe, 


The oz's are town from the middle or end of March to the 
Vol. XVII. R T be- 
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beginning of May, There is little more meal made than 
what js uſed in the parith, the farmers generally thinking it 
more advantage.us to diſpoſe of their oats to the Public. 
houſes in their ncighbourhcod. The oats produce from 9 
to ig pecks of meal from the boll. Both ring time and 
harveſt are generally wet, 


| Beclefiaftical State of the Pariſh —There are three clergy. 
men in the pariſh; the miniſters of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
of the Burgher, and of the Antiburgher congregations. To 
the Eſtabliſhed Church there adheres about a third part of 
the pariſh, , To the Burgher congregation belongs by far 
the greater part of the remaining two thirds. Only a fe 
individuals of this pariſh belong to the Antiburgher congre- 
gation, the reſt of its members coming from Weſt Calder, 
and other pariſhes. ed ar AUP. 2 Be I 
Perhaps the following circumſtances. may, in ſome mea- 
ſure, at lealt,. 4ccount, for the great pragprtion of Seceders in 
this parith. | Whiteburn, was torwerly, part of the pariſh of 
Livingſton; but was disjoined from it, and erected into a 
ſeparate pariſh, anno 1730. The ereftion was made in con- 
ſequence of a ſum of money having been raifed, by a volun- 
. tary ſubſcription over all Scotland, which, after building a 
church and manſe, and purchaſing ground far a glebe, vas 
thought jvtficient, by its yearly produce, for the maintenance 
of a perth. miniſter. Several of the heritors were liberal in 
avicr;bing, active in procuring ſubſcriptions, and zealous in 
carrying on the proceſs, of erection before the Court of 
Teinds, from entertaining the idea, that the miniſter was to 
de ſſchoſen by the, parith, at large. The, patron of Lvirg 
ſton, however e fqpnd,. by, the Hquſe of, Lords, to be, 6 
neceſſitate, patran of. Mhitebhurn, lich had been disjofned 
Hor it. Aud chis gave ſuck, naigerfal .ofonce in the paritt 
at chte the greater part of it, gradually, into the Sec by 
, ; Another 
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Another cireum ſtance farther increaſed the diffatisfaQtion of 
ſome of the ſmaller heritors, ad their inclination to ſecede. 
They imagined, that the rent of certain lands in the pariſh 
of Shotts, which had been purchaſed with the ſubſeription 
money, Was to be all the mairtenance to which their mini- 
ter was to be entitled: But this turned out to be by no 
means the caſe ; for a few months after the tecr-e: of pa- 
tronage by the Houſe of Lords, the miniſter was preterred 
to 281, 6 s. 8 d. additional ſtipend, out of the teinds of the 
pariſh, by the Lords Commiſſioners of teinds for Scotland. 
The chagrin occaſioned by theſe two cirtutmſtances conti- 
nues ſtill ſo ſtrong, that not many, even of the moſt ſenſible 
in the pariſh, can talk with any degree of nd of patro- 
nage, or augmentation of ſtipends. 

Sir William Auguftus Cunningham, Bart. is patron of the 
pariſh, The preſent incumbent, Mr James Rhind, was ad- 
mitted miniſter of Whiteburn in 19790. His only predeceſ- 
fors were Mr Alexander Wardrobe, deceaſed; Dr Porteous 
of Glaſgow 3 Profeſſor Baron of St. Andrews; and Mr 
Sommerville of Stirling, to the laſt of whom he ſucceeded, 
He has been married about twelve months, and has one child. 
His income is 12,1. of ſtipend, and 31. 68. 8 d. of com- 
munion elements, which. with the manſe and glebe, may be 
eſtimated in all at 140 l. per annum. Of the ſtipend, 100 l. 
riſes from a feu of two tarnis in the pariſh of Shotts; and 
the remainder is the augmented ſtipend. - The church is a 
good, large building ; but Natids much in need of being re- 
paired, The manſe is an old, but Sadie good, n and 
in decent 47 ae | 


a&* 770 


kom in ho church, and by a vötthtiey [lf Wü over 
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inſpection of the heritors and ſubſcribers. The ſum which 
muſt be raifed in this way is about 40 1. Sterling annually, 2 
the poor, according a they are fingle, or married; able to 
work a little, or none at all; have allowances of from 6 d. 
to 28. 6 d. a week. 


Manner and Morals.— A tolerable degree of induſtry pre. 
vails in the pariſh, and the morils of the people are as good 
as throughout the country at large, 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. —The great diſadvantage 
under winich the parith labours, is wetneſs in almoſt au iea- 
fons, p rticularly in feed time and harveſt, Cozls abound in 
the pariſh, and are to be had both in it, and the eaſt part of 
Shotts almoſt adjoining to it, at 6 d. per load, weighing two 
and a half cwt. Lime is eaſily driven from the neighbour. 
ing pariſhes of Bathgate and Livingſtone, as the high roids 
from Glugow to Edinburgh, and from Borrowſtounne!s to 
Cleugh. run through the pariſh in oppoſite directions. Free- 
ſlone quarrits are open in ſeveral parts of the pariſh. 

Edinburgh atiords a ready market for moſt of the pro- 
duce of the farms, as caives, poultry, cheeſe, and butter, 
which are bought up, and taken there by carriers. There 
is alſo a conſiderable traffic in lk cows, to ſupply the 
Edinburgh cow-feeders, Ihe pariſh and neighbourhood 
abcubds with dealers in black. cattle. Theſe dealers, by re. 
quiring graſs parks to hold the catile they have on hand, 
give great encouragement. to incloting and planting, For 
ſuch parks as are tolerably fenced, and ſheltered, they pay 
from 158. to 28 6, per acre. Many people in the pariſh 
make a lvebhood by keeping a horſe and cart, with which 
they drive gntin from Leith. and Dalkeith to Glaſgow, and 
oſten bring a load ef pig-iron, in returning, from the iron 

| works lately eftabliſhed in that neighbourhood. 
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PARISH OF MEARNS., 
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Situation, Extent, and Sun. 

HE pariſh of Mearns is firvated is Renſvewſhire, in 
tie preſbyrefy of Paiſley, and provincial ſynod of 
Glafgow and Ayr: Its centre is «bow & miles diſtant rom 
Glaigow, and nearly às far from Pafſſey les length, from, 
caſt to weſt, is 6 miles, and its breadth about 34. It ſtands 
high above the level of Clyde. There are no confiderable 


hills in it. but the face dt the ground is beautifully drretſi- 


fied by a grrat variety of waving ſwells: it riſes graduuiſy 
from the eaſt teemſty 10 the weſt, bene the moor or com- 
monty 18. | + S\Crn19biings 8s his ei 
1 un »q 24 ent- , dytuwdaib3 
Sail and Piller. Rande 10 is all of a 8 kind, 
ing on a bed of totten rock, excepting tome ſanill" tracks in 
the lower part of the pariſh, which have à clay bottom. t 
8 chiefly remarkable for its fine paſtute . It produtes gvaſi 
both in greater quantity than commoff; and likewiſe of 
very beft kinds; and it every where abounds” with” a ꝓpafu- 
ton of white clovit.”” The "greates-part” of "the: kinds in it 
pallurage, ''Every farm is ſtocked with mi es and rite 
0 principal 


1 &# = 


306 Statiftical Account 


principal object of the farmer is to produce butter, and but. 
ter milk, for the Glaſgow market. The butter that is made 
here, and eſpecially. that which is ſalted for winter's ule, is 
reckoned preferable to any other, and the demand for it is 
vaſtly greater than can be anſwered, It has nothing of that 
rancid taſte, which butter made on deeper and heavier ſoils 
is ſometimes found to have; and it keeps in good condition 
for a very long time. Potatoes are raiſed for domeſtic uſe, 
and ſome barley and oats, but ſcarcely ſo much of the latter 
as can ſupply the pariſh, It is but a few years fince ſown 
graſſes were introduced. Leſs attention, perhaps, than they 
deſerve, have been paid to theſe, on account of the great 
crops of natural graſs which the foil, in many places, is fitted 
to produce. Two hundred ſtone of this graſs is often raiſed 
upon one acre; in ſome particular ſpots, 260, or even 280, 
and this, too, for a great ſucceſſiun of years. This natural 
grafs ſells ane penny, or three-halfpence per ſtone cheaper 
than the buſt clover! and tye-graſs. Field turnips have hi- 
thereo been ſowu only in ſmall un 
22 K i; bos d 4 9391 
Ga ——o Moſt of the cows han are of 2 middle ſize, and 
of a brown and white colour. They give from 10 to 15 
Scotch pints of milk per day. Some of them, during the 
prime of the graſs, give 17 or 18 pints, There are not 
a few farmers, however, whoſe cows, upon, an average, 
do not give above 8 Scotch pints per day, This is owing to 
their want of care to get a, proper breed, and to their keep- 
ing more of them upon their ground than it is able ſuffi 
cently. ro paſture, Their queys, too, are much injured, by 
being kept in the Moor of Mearns, where they are only 
half fed; and from this .gireumſtance, they never afterwards 
attain. the fize, nor give the quantity of milk, which thoſe 
cows do that haus been reared with care at home. 
| The 
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The churning of milk makes a great and laborious part 
of the farmers work, Of late they have introduced the uſe 
of churning- mills driven by water. There are many ſtreams 
which run through the pariſh, and anſwer for theſe mills, 
and, on trial, they prove highly ae and W — 
deal of er r 19, 20501 293309: Gin 

cg -4 l d on babe g. | 

Ile The commonty e to the W 13 as 
1600 acres in extent. It is always covered with the: moſt 
beautiful verdure, and produces very gęood gratis and clover, 
without any heath or bent. Were it once d]ided, it. would 
need nothing but ſhelter and incloſing to render it extreme- 
ly valuable. At preſent the heritors receive little benefit 
from it, as it is under no proper management. There are 
ſtejs taking to bring about a diviſion of it, wuich, will both 
tend to enrich the proprietors, and add to the beauty of the 
pariſh, In this commonty there are three lochs, well ſtock- 
ed with fiſh. - One of theſe, called the Brother Loch, is 
about three miles in circumference, ' and abeunds with char 
and trout. The other two, the Little Loch and the Black 
Loch, are of à fmaller ſize. Theſe lochs afford plentiful 
ſupplies of water for the public en er neigh- 
bouring par of ana $7 32G 24; 10 2:7'g £3302 — 
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Heritor# and Resa The landed property of the 1 is 
at preſent divided among do heritors, the greater part of 
whom are retident. The principal ones, aecerding to their 
valuation, are Miſs Potlok of Poltok ;! Sir Michaef Sruatt of 
Blackhall, 'Birt. ; Mr "Hit Hutchiton of Aburhficld Mr 
Brown of Caplerig! ; Mr Mailand Hutcheſo dot Greeabank ; 
Mr Logan of Finglrton; and 'Mr'Wilfor of 'Netertivuſe, 
Several of rhele are reſideut. They have exetileut modern 
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in promoting around them a ſpirit of induſtry and improve. 
ment. bers | 
The rent of land is high. Excluſive of the moor, it 


tl 


T 
be, on an average, 26s, Per acre, Hoiue parts of it are let m 
in ;aſture, at 508. per acre; and there are ſome conſider. 
able propriet rs, who can let the whole of their lands for 
Paſture, at 44s. per acre, About 26 years ago, the average ha 
rent was not above 7. or 8s, per acre. The lands then an 
were not incloſed, and it was uſual to have a great part evi 
of them in conſtant: tillage, which gave the moſt miſerable act 
returns; and what was in paſture was always  Overitocked an 
with cattle, which were therefore kept in a ſtarving condi. my 
tion. The profits of the farmer, of conſequence, were ſmal, me 


he paid his rent with difficulty, and lived Poorly. The in- 
cloſing of the lands, and an induſtrious and 
nagement of them, as well as t 
articles of produce, enable the prelent tenants to live com. 
fortably, and to pay their rents with punctuality.— The u. 


Proprietors. I he one of theie was crected in 1780, and the 
other about two years ago The number of 


People em- 
Ployed in both mills are as follows: 


Ot males under 1 5 years there are 100 
; Of females under 1 5 — — | 
Of males above 15 * Wee 


Ot females above 15 


. 


—— —— 2 
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Two bleachfields have been lately eſtabliſned. One of 
theſe, at Wellmeadow, employs 13 men and 26 women. 
The other, at Broom, which has juſt begun work this ſum- 
mer, employs 11 men and eleven women, 


Church, Poor, and School, — Sir Michael Stewart of Black- 
hall, Bart. is patron, Ihe ſtipend is 5 chalders of meal, 
and 271. 135. Sterling of money. No augmentation has 
ever yet been demanded. The glebe conſiſts of about 4 
acres of arable land. A very good manſe was built in 1789, 
and the church was fitted up in a very neat and commodious 
manner in 1792. There has long been an Antiburgher 
meeting- houſe here. The congregation, which is not near 
ſo numerous now as formerly, is made up of people belong- 
ing to this pariſh, and to ſome of the adjoining pariſhes. 
There are, likewiſe, in the pariſh, a few Burghers and Ca« 
meronians. It is pleaſant to fee the happy effects of tolera- 
tion, Time has ſoftened the rancour of party among theſe 
ſeceders from the Eſtabliſhed Church, and almoit all of 
them live in good neighbourhood, and diſcover a ſpirit of 
Chriſtian charity and moderation. 

There are but few poor in the pariſh. Theſe are ſupport- 
ed in the uſual way, by collections made at the church, by 
the intereſt of a ſmall accumulated tund, by the profits of 
the mort- cloth, and by the dues arifing from the publication 
of the banns of marriage. There are no begging poor be- 
longing to the pariſh. 

There is a parochial ſchoolmaſter, who has a ſalary of 81. 
6s. 8 d. Sterling, beſides the uſual ſmall ſchool-fees, and an 
allowance of 30 s. as ſeſſion clerk, There is the ſame reaſon 
to complain here, as in moſt other places, that the emolu- 
ments of the ſchoolmaſter are no way adequate to the quali- 

Vol. XVII. 88s fications 
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fications generally expected, and to the labour and fatigue 
required. 


Population,—From an accurate account taken in 1792, it 
appeared that there were in the pariſh 1430 ſouls at that 
time, Of males, 675—of females, 755. 


Under 15 years of age _ — 562 
From 15 to- 10 — —— 841 
Above 70 — — _ 27 

1430 


According to Dr Webſter's account, in 1755, there wer: 
886 ſouls in the pariſh, 

The preſent very conſiderable increaſe of population, i; 
chicfly owing to the introduction of manufactures, and to 
the addition of inhabitants to the village of Newton. This 
is the only village in the pariſh, and it has of late increaſed 
greatly. There are at preſent 47 families in it. The moſt 
of thele are the families of tradeſmen and common labourers, 


Character of the People. The people of this pariſh are ſo- 
ber, induſtrious, and ceconomical ; reſpectful to their ſupe- 
riors, and uncommonly friendly and obliging, They are ra. 
tional in their religious ſentiments, and moderate in their 
religious zeal. All of them are ſtrongly attached to our 
preſent civil conſtitution, and cautiouſly avoid giving coun- 
tenance to any change or innovation in it. It is happy for 
them, that they pretend not to make politics their ſtudy. 
They mind the duties and buſineſs of their own ſtation, and 
wiſh to enjoy, with thankfulneſs and peace, the many blel- 
ſings which a kind providencs beſtows on them. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations.—The only antiquity here is the 


Caſtle of Mearns, It is a large ſquare tower, ſituated on a 
rocky 
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rocky eminence, and commanding an extenſive and beauti- 
ful proſpect. It is not known when it was butit., It is ſup- 
poſed to be ſeveral hundred years old, and to have been uſed 
as a place of detence. It was ſurrounded by a ſtrong wall, 
and the entrance was ſecured by a draw-bridge, It 1s now, 
however, greatly diſmantled and out of repair, the family of 
Blackhall, to whom it belongs, having heir reſidence at 
Ardgowan. 

The roads are in good condition, and the beſt materials 
are every where at hand for making them. The great road 
from Glaſgow to Kilmarnock runs through the whole length 
of the pariſh ; as does alſo the road from Glaſgow to Stewar- 
ton, The road from Paiſley to Kilbride and Hamilton 
croſſes the pariſh from north to ſouth. There are alſo ma- 
ny private roads Theſe were formerly made and repaired 
by ſtatute labour, but an act of Parliament is now palled, for 
converting the ſtatute labour of this county into money, 
There are no diſeaſes peculiar to this pariſh. Inoculation 
tor the ſmall-pox is gradually gaining ground. There is 
neither free ſtone, nor lime, nor coal in the pariſh, but al! 
theſe are to be had in plenty at no. great diſtance, 


N U NM. 
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NUMBER XXII. 
PARISH OF WALLS AND FLOTA, 


(CounTY oF ORKNEY AND SHETLAND—PREsBYTERY 
OF CAIRSLEY,—SYNOD OF ORKNEY), 


By the Rev. Mr James BREMNER, Miniſter. 


Name. 


ALLS ſometimes ſignifies the pariſh only, and ſome- 

times it is taken for the whole iſland. In old maps 
it is ſpelt Mues, and its preſent pronunciation is uniformly as 
if written Waas, a corruption, probably, of Yoes, which ori- 
ginally, and at this day, ſignifies a conſiderable inlet or bay, 
where ſhips anchor; and in theſe this end of the iſland 
abounds, as Lyar voe, Thur voe, Oſmand voc. Here it may 
be remarked, as a thing not improbable, that Kirkwall, the 
chief town of the county, was originally Kirk-woe. 


Population. —By an accurate liſt taken in 1788, the inha- 


bitants of all ages, in both the united pariſhes or Walls and 
Flota, ſtood thus: 


In the ſouth fide of Walls — ASI 
In the north fide ditto — — 33 
In Faira and Flota — — 236 


920 
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By liſts taken in April 1794, the population ſtands thus: 
In the ſouth ſide — — 449 


In the north ſide — —— 302 
In Faira and Flota — —— 240 
991 


The population, in 1755, was 1000 ſouls, 

What accounts for this increaſe of 71 is, the ſettlement of 
a colony of Highlanders, who had been forced to emigrate 
from Strathnaven, where their farms were converted into 
ſheep paſture. 

Theſe people, it would appear, had been comfortably fi- 
tuated in their former reſidence, as they all brought with 
them, to this place, a very conſiderable ſtock in horſes, cows, 
ſhcep, and goats, and allo in grain, As to all other proper. 
ty, every man of them might truly ſay, Omnia mea mecum 
tert Their houſehold furniture muſt therefore be deſcrib- 
ed negatively, No bed, no table, no chair. Theſe the 
Highlander does not reckon among the neceſſaries of life, as 
he can make the earth ſerve him for all the three. 

In his ſhealing, compoſed of earth and a few ſticks, you 
find no other furniture than a few diſhes for his milk, and a 
barrel tor his neal : So true in fact, as well as philoſophy, is 
the maxim, Natura comenta 95 paucis, 


Cattle. The number of horſes in the pariſh is about 
| | 235 
The number of cows and queys =— 400 
The average value of horſes and cows is from 
11. 15s, to 21. Hence the value of the Sterl. 


whole horſes and cows may be about L. 1200 
Foals of a year old, 21, at 11. each — 21 
Calves of a year old, 65, at 10% — _ 34 


Carried forward, L. 1253 
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Brought over, L. 1255 

Swine, 133, value about g s. — — 1 
Sheep from Tweedſmuir, 7oo, at gs. each 315 
Twenty ditto rams, at 11. 1s. each — — 2 
Sheep of Orkney breed, goo, at 38. each — 1 33 
1. 1757 


It may be thought, perhaps, that the horſes are valued 
too low; but the tact is otherwiſe. The horſes in this iſland 
are inferior in value to thoſe of the main land and North 
Iſles, This is owing, probably, to the number reared in the 
land, and the leſs frequent renewal of the breed, from the 
horſes annually imported into this country trom Strathnaver 
and Sutherland, as well as to the very diff-rent manner in 
which they are maintained here and in the maiu- land. In 
the latter, there is a great emulation among the farmers to 
have the beſt horſes. Their horſes are conſequently fed at 
an extravagant expence, and thereby rendered of a better 
quality. 

The above ſtatement of the ſheep is formed from a plan 
adopted about two years ago, by Mr Moodie of Milſetter, 
According to this plan, the whole were converted into a 
common ſtock, betwixt Mr Moodie himſelt, his tenants, and 


a ſhepherd ; but the tenants not entering heartily into the : 
ſcheme, the buſineſs now reſts almoſt entirely betwixt M: 
Moodie and the ſhepherd. | 8 
The trial is yet of too ſhort a ſtanding to form any cer- ihe 
tain judgment how far it may be ſucceſsful, or otherwiſe; 4 
only this much already appears in its favour, that the ſouth ih. 
country ſheep have agreed very well with the change ot of 
paſture, | or 


Until the above alteration took place, the number of 
ſeep in tlie pariſh was uſually about 2000, diſtin guiſhed by 
| 1 | above 
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above 150 different marks; and, being the property of the 
inhabitants in general, were left to range at random over 
the iſland, They were never houſed. nor one of them taken 
without a dog. They ſeparated themſelves into different 
flocks, and had their particular places of reſort, the ſame 
flock always frequenting the ſame place. Every owner knew 
the marks and haunts. not only of his own ſheep, but alſo, in 
general, thoſe of all his neighbours; ſo that if any of them 
chanced to ſtray into a new walk, they were ſoon diſcovered, 
and their owners, without any trouble er expence, knew 
where to find them. 

Where ſheep are ſo wild as to be taken only by means of 
a dog, it might ſeem extremely difficult to take any particu- 
ar one out of a large number; but thoſe in the practice of 
it can, in a few minutes, take one of any * deſcription 


cut of a thouſand. 
Sheepmen are commonly {worn to fidelity in their office; 


and when a ſheep is to be taken, one of theſe ſets out with 
his dog clole at his foot, or carrying him in his arins. that 
the ſheep may allow him to approach near enough to diſco- 
rer the mark. This point gained, he advances more briſkly, 
when the flock begin to break and divide. before him, and, 
in proportion as the diviſion which carries with it the mark- 
el one diminiſhes its number, it inc:eafes in fear and ſpeed, 
The man, no longer equal to the taſk, aſſigns it to his com- 
panion, by this time grown impatient to act his part. Such 
ſheep as now happen to be before the dog, begin preſently 
to break into new diviſions, whilſt the ſheepman, keeping a 
ſharp eye on the object of his purſuit, directs every motion 
of his dog by a different call, by the courſe he himſelf takes, 
or even by the waving of his hand; all which being readily 
und erſtood and obeyed by a well trained dog, the victim is 
don feized, and, for moſt part, without receiving any ma- 

terial 


— 
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terial injury. The more ſagacious ſheep dogs trip them over by 
laying hold of one of their fore legs, and thereby effectualh 
prevents them from advancing a ſtep farther. When the 
ſheep finds himſelf thus overcome, he ceaſes all further ef. 
fort, and lies almoſt motionleſs at the feet of the dog, unti 
the ſheepman lays hold of him. 


Climate.—The Orkney Iſlands, fituated at the extremity 
of the iſland of Great Britain, can only have a land breeze 
from two or three points ſoutherly. As the wind, in every 
other direction, comes from the German, Northern, or At. 
lantic oceans, it muſt neceſſarily be damp and cold. That 
this is the caſe in Orkney, will appear from the following 
circumſtance: Planting of wood has frequently been tried in 
different places in this iſland, and always without ſucceſs; 
ſo long as the plant is ſheltered by ſurrounding houſes, or 
high walls, it will make progreſs; but, where theſe are want- 
ing, it may indeed live, perhaps for ages, but will never be 
able to reach its natural perfection. A plant of afh, for ex- 
ample, 3 feet in height, may, in the courſe of 7 years, equal 
a wall of 6 feet high ; but it might ſtand a century without 
gaining 3 feet more in height, or 3 inches more in diameter, 


Agriculture, —The only kinds of grain uſually ſown here 
are a ſmall kind of barley, and ſmall grey oats: Now and 
then, a few people, by way of trial, ſow white oats and peaſe, 
an experiment that has been tried repeatedly for generations 
paſt, and which every new comer from the ſouth country may 
perhaps repeat for generations to come; but of which the 
advantage will never be ſo apparent as to bring it into gene- 
ral practice. 

It may be aſked, What ſhould hinder white oats from 


growing here? The anſwer may perhaps be this, The ſitu- 
ation, 


pri 


fey 


th 
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ation, the ſoil, the ſeaſon, and the climate, are unfavourable 
to them. Theſe yield very little to art; it therefore be- 
comes the buſineſs of art to adapt herſelf to them. It is for 
this reaſon that the farmers in this county do not begin 
their oat ſeed till the beginning or middle of April; nor 
their bear ſeed, till the beginning or middle of May, the 
ſeaſons when the one and the other are uſually over in the 
ſouth of Scotland. Not that the farmers here are not equal- 
ly aware, as their neighbours, of the danger of a late hbarveit; 
but that their experience convinces them no leſs of the dan» 
ger of too early a ſeed time. 

It muſt not, however, be denied, that the iu;provements 
which might be made here, by incloſing, fallowing, and 
green crops, have been hitherto too much neglected. 


Churches, Manſe, &c.—The church of Walls formerly 
ſtood at the Kirkhope, but is now in a more centrical ſitua- 
tion, on the ſouth ſide of the Longhope. It was built about 
the year 1743, and laſt year was thoroughly repaired. It is 
rather ſmall for the pariſh, but commodiouſly coutrived and 
well ſeated, The church of Flota had ſtood for many years 
without a roof; but, about 12 years ago, it was roofed in, 
being thatched with heather, and furniſhed with new feats 
and new windows, 

The manſe was built in 1782, not where it formerly ſtood, 
and where the glebe till is, on the top of the Hill of Fea 
on the ſouth ſide, but on the north ſide of Longhope, al- 
moſt oppoſite to the church. The former ſituation, io point 
of proſpect, dryneſs of its ſtance, and convenience in being 
near the church, as well as in ſome other reſpects, was far 
preferable to the preſent. But in a country where there are 
tew days, even in ſummer, that a fire can be diſpenſed with, 


che article of fuel comes to be a matter of material conſe. 
Vox. XVII. . quence. 
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quence, The preſent incumben!, therefore, choſe to have h 
manſe on the north fide, where there is peat ground in abun. 
dance, and very near, rather than where it formerly was, with 
the above advantages, but with the diſadvantage of carrying 
peats from a conſiderable diſtance, both by land and water, 
with much trouble, and at a conſiderable expence. 

When the preſent marſe was built, it was likewiſe inten. 
ded to excamb the glebe; and it was in great forwardneſs to 
be accomplithed, when ſome election punctilio put a ſtop to 
it, Mr Moodie of Melſetter, on whote property the manſe 
ſtands, ſtill propoſes to complete the excambion, to which 
the preſent incumbent is ready to accede, being perſuaded 
that it would be for the intereſt of his ſucceſſors, as well a 
for kis own. 

The preſent rent of the glebe is 5 I. 118. in money; and 
the tenant has lately had a ſmall croft, formerly let to a cot- 
tar, given him without any additional rent. The glebe was 
much injured in the laſt incumbent's * time, by a plauking 
which never was authoriſed by his preſbytery z but, as tlc 
diviſion ſtands at preſent, it is pretty extenſive and improve 
able. 


The ſtipend, in money, paid by Mr Moodie 


Melſetter, amounts to _ L. 25 2 23 
Communion element n:oney, by ditto 2 4 5 
Out of the biſhopric, in money _ 8 6 © 
Out of ditto, in malt, 28 meils, at a medium 

price, about 108. — — 34 0-9 
Payable for the iſland of Flota — 8-03: 2 
Glebe as above — — — 5 11 0 

L. 56 17 71 
* Mr Grey. 
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Produce, The quantity of kelp made yearly is about 80 
tons, and coſts from 11. 5s. to 1 l. 108. per ton of 24 cwt, 
for burning. About 20 years ago, for the fame quantity, 
the prices were only from 15 8. to 20s, or, on the very worſt 
ſhores, 1 I. 18. 


Fiſh.—The cod fiſhing here is extremely precarious; the 
iin being ſome ſeaſons remarkably plenty, and at others 
equally {carce. At ſome periods, for months together, there 
will not be ſo many fiſh caught in a boat, as, on a diviſion, 
to be a fiſh for each man. At other periods, on the ſame 
ground, and in the ſame ſpace of time, the boats will be 
loaded as deep as they can ſwim, From 50,000 to 750,000 
cod have been often cured here in one ſcaſon. 

When the fiſhing is good, there may be about 12 boats, 
with 6 men each, that uſually follow that buſineſs; at other 
times, about half that number follow it oecaſionaliy. Every 
cod, meaſuring 14 inches and vpwards, from the ſhoulder 
fin to that next the tail, coſts 2d, All under 14 inches to 
11 inches coſt 1 d. each. 

The lobſter fiſhing is carried on in Orkney by about 60 
boats, with only two men to each boat, At an average 
they may catch about 2000 lobſters to each boat, making 
annually from 100,0c0 to 120,000 fiſh, at 13d. each. The 
number of boats have been conſtantly increaſing for theſe 
leveral years paſt, ard are ſtill increaſing; but it is not like- 
y that the number of fiſh caught will be thereby increaſed : 
For it is found by experience, that all the fiſh on any partie 
cular {pot are ſoon picked up, and that, at the end of a fiſh» 
ing ſeaſon, they become very ſcarce every where. 


Per, —The number of poor in the pariſh is, in ordinary, 
bout 20. The annual collections ſeldom excecd 3 l. 105. 
This 
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This is totally inadequate to their ſupport z but the charity 
of the pariſh is not to be eſtimated by the trifle contributed 
in money. The people are far from being deficient in this 
virtue; many of them poſſeſs it in a conſiderable degree, 
and exerciſe it liberally in proportion to their abilities, They 
occaſionally ſend ſupplies of the neceſſaries of life to the 
abodes of the neceſſitous; and if, at any time, this ſupply 
fails, the latter make an occaſional tour, and the intention 
of the viſit is perfectly underſtood. The charitable know 
the neceſſitous, and the neceſſitous know equally well the 
charitable. If there be any who are unable to travel, their 
caſe is always particularly attended to. When the preſent 
incumbent firſt underſtood how trifling the funds were, and 
the deſtitute and helpleſs condition of ſome of the poor, he 
was much concerned to think of the miſery to which ſome 
of them might ſometimes be reduced; but was no leſs ple:(- 
ed to be informed, that there exiſted here a ſpontaneous 
mode of charity, founded on the principles of nature and 
duty, equal in its effects to any political inſtitution what- 
ever. 


Character.— The people are very peaceable and inoffenſixe, 
apparently very ſimple, but in fact abundantly ſhrewd. Their 
addreſs is without embarraſſment or rudeneſs, but not with- 
out a degree of politeneſs and good manners, though ſome- 
times an affectation of refinement in the laſt, makes it ridi. 
culous. What has been ſaid of their charity, may ſerve as 2 
criterion of their ſenſe of religious obligation. Being ſtran- 
gers to all the different opinions of ſectaries, they are ſtran- 
gers alſo to thoſe vain diſputations, violent diffentions, and 
ſtrifes about words, ſo frequently to be met with in other 

places, | | 
Their 
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Their attendance at church, and on all religious ordi- 
nances, is puncrual; and their ſervices are performed with 
all that outward ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, that uſually indi- 
eate the inward ſincerity of the heart. 


Birds,— Ember geeſe are plenty here in winter, but, being 
birds of paſſage, they diſappear in ipring, and do not return 
till the end of harveſt. How this bird hatches its young, re- 
mains a profound ſecret, both as to the manner and the 
place, That it ſhould be in either of the ways commonly 
ſuppoſed, under its wings, or in the ſands, are conjectures 
attended with many difficulties, that render both very im- 
probable. But that they do not breed any where here-abouts 
is certain, as their eggs are never found here, nor their young, 
till fully grown. | 

This bird is alſo remarkable for its ſtrong ſtructure of bo- 
«7; for though confiderably leſs in ſize than the common 
crey gooſe, it Weighs a great deal more. They ſometimes 
weigh 18 pounds. It is never ſeen on the land; and though 
it has pretty large wings, it is never ſcen to fly, Every wa- 
ter ſowl takes the afliſtance of its feet to raiſe itſelf out of 
the water, when it is going to fly; but the feet of this bird 
are ſo much in a right line with its body, that they can 
never be brought far enough forward to aſſiſt it in riſing out 
of the water. Nor does nature ſeem to have intended that 
it ever ſhould fly; for in whatever manner it is attacked, 
purſued, or ſuddenly ſurpriſed, it always has recourſe to div- 
ing for its ſafety. Being a bird of paſſage, it differs from all 
others, in preferring, on that occaſion, the medium of water 
to that of air; and as it makes its way, probably with equal 
ſpeed, by means of its wings, (for ſea fowls are frequently 
ſeen uſing their wings under water), ſo it accompliſhes it 


with equal certainty. 
The 
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The lyar bird is not peculiar to this iſland, but abound; 
far more here than in other places of the country. The food 
of this bird is not known; only by its being web-footed, and 
ſeen always flying and hovering over the fea, there can be no 
doubt but that, in ſome ſhape or other, it derives its ſubſiſtence 
from that element. The ſtomachs of the young ones do 

not ſerve to aſcertain their food; they contain nothing but 
a thin oily ſubſtance which flows readily by the ill, when 
they are hung by the feet, 

This bird makes its neſt, by digging a hole horizontally 
in the looſe earth, found among the ſhelvings of high rocks, 
The holes are commonly of that width and depth, that 2 
man's hand and arm can reach the birds, of which there is 


only one in each hole. One of them may weigh nearly a 


pound weight, and is ſo fat, that one half of it will run to an 
oil. Some reckon it the moſt delicious morſet in the world, 
and others the moſt deteſtable. 

Whether the lyar, or lyar-catcher, be the greateſt curicſi- 
ty, I ſhall leave the reader to judge. The former, as if in- 
ſtinctively warned of the adventurous boldneſs of the latter, 
chuſes a retreat for hatching its young, ſeemingly perfectly 
inacceſſible to every creature not furniſhed with wings. 
Rocks perpendicular, or ſometimes projecting far beyond 
their baſe, and in height from 1000 to 1300 feet, promitt 
the deſired ſecurity z—but in vain, The lyar-catcher ſwings 
himſelf over by means of a rope, and lowers himſelf, or is 
lowered down by his aſſiſtants, who hold the rope, till he 
reaches his intended ſtation, He then crawls, and clings, 
and climbs, till he has taken every lyar in that quarter. Ju 
purſuit of the ſame game, he ſometimes, by a ſecond rope, 
makes a ſecond deſcent ſtill farther down the precipice. tn 
this laſt ſtation, he may have goo feet perpendicular rock 


over his head, and 700 or 800 feet below him, hanging over 
| the 
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me ocean; yet ſuch is the love of fame, of ſome ſort : 
or other, or ſuch the difference of human conſtitutions, 
that the adventurer repeats here his manoeuvres, with the 
greateſt ſeeming unconcern. And indeed his unconcern 
muſt be real ; for if he ſhould once begin to ſhrink or thud- 
der at his awful ſituation, he would foon tumble headlong 
to the bottom, an event that ſometimes, though bur rarely, 
happens. Having collected his prey, he adjuſts it to his 
ſhoulders and back, taking care that it may not incommode 
him in climbing. He then returns, and climbing where he 
can, and aſſiſted by his rope where he cannot, he regains 
the ſummit, bringing with him the value of only a few ſhil- 
lings in his moſt ſucceſsful adventure. 


Eminent Men.—The only perſon born in this pariſh, 
whoſe merits claim a place here, was Commodore Jauies 
Moodie, of the family of Melſetter, who, when a boy, hav- 
ing run off from ſchool, entered himielf on board a man of 
war, where his good conduct gradually advanced him to the 
rank of a commodore, in the ſervice of her Majeſty Queen 
Anne. How well his ſervices were received, and how much 
he was reſpected, may beſt appear from the following letter, 
written by Charles III. King of Spain, to her Majefty Queen 
Anne, | 


Madame ma Soeur, 
Le Capitaine James Moodie, qui commande le vaiſſeau Lan- 


caſter, m'a rendu des ſervices fi conſiderables, que je dois 
preſque uniquement reconnoitre de ſon zele, la conſervation 
de ma ville de Denia, laquelle (depourvue de toutes ſortes 
Tamunitions), n'auroit gueres tenuo, contre un ſiege de 
cinque ſemaines, amoins que le dit Capitaine, n'en eut fourni 
quelque quantite ſur la requiſition que lui firent ceux, qui 

com- 
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commandoient de ma part. Je ne doute point que votreMajefi; 

voudra bien lui faire reſentir les effects de ſa genereuſe re. 

connoiſance, tant a l'egard de dites ſervices, que de ma pref. 

ſante interceſſion ; a laquelle je n' ajouterai que Vafſurance du 

reſpect et attachment ſincere avec lequell, Je ſuis, 

Madame ma ſoeur, 

Barcelone, ce 12mo. N. Votre tres affeftione frere 

de 1707. CHARLES, 


The above tranſlated may run thus, 


Madam my Siſter, 

Captain James Moodie, who commands the veſſel Lan- 
caſter, has rendered me ſervices ſo important, that I owe al- 
moſt entirely to his zeal, the preſervation of my city of De- 
nia, which, being deſtitute of all kinds of proviſion, could 
not have held out againſt a ſiege of five weeks, unleſs the 
faid Captain had furniſhed a ſupply, at the requeſt of thoſe 
who commanded on my part, I doubt not but your Ma 
jeſty will make him a handſome and generous return, both 
on account of the ſaid ſervices, and of this my prefling inter- 
ceſſion: To which I ſhall only add, the aſſurance of that re- 
ſpect and ſincere attachment with which I am, 

Madam my Siſter, 
Your very affectionate brother, 
CHARLES. 


With regret I add, that the above gentleman, at the ad- 
vanced age of between 70 and 80 years, was baſely murder. 
ed in the ſtreets of Kirkwall, by the hand of a hired villain, 
and at the inſtigation of a rebel, Sir James Stewart. 


N U M- 


of Killearnan. 337 
NUMBER XXIII. 


PARISH OF KILLEARNAN, 


(PrESBYTERY OF CHANONRY.—SYNOD AND CoonTY 
or Ross). 


By the Rev. Mr David Dux oox, Minifeer, 


Situation, Name, and Extent, 


I is bounded on the weſt by the pariſh of Urray; on the 
north by a range of common, dividing it from Ferrin- 
toſh; on the eaſt by Kilmuir Weſter and Suddy; and on 
the ſouth by the Frith of Beauly, along which it is plea» 
ſantly fituated. | 
The origin of the name is uncertain. Tradition makes 
the burying ground, which gives it to the pariſh, to be that 
of Irenan, a Daniſh prince, who fell in battle on its confines, 
where cairn Irenan ſtill exiſts. I he greateſt length, from 
north-weſt to ſouth-eaſt is about 5 miles, and the greate!t 
breadth about 2. It is wholly the property of two retiding 
heritors, Mr Grant of Redcaſtle, and Mr M*Kenzie of Ku- 
coy, „„ bo yoo dn. 
TRY 20 10 33 — b. 
Sil—lo this Ca is a 3 . Tight loam, 
gravel, and deep blue clay, are to be found on the tame farm. 
dome fields are covered with ſmall ſtones in remarkable a- 
bundance; 100 cart loads have been thrown off an acre, yet 
_ the next plowing, a fimilar ſource of amuſement has pre- 
lented itſelf to the farmer. A conſiderable track covers 2 
Vol. XVII. UV u rema 
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remarkably thick ſtratum of reddiſh free- ſtone, which er. 
tends almoſt due north to the Frith of Dingwall. It is eas. 
ly hewn. and, when properly ſelected, very eligible for build. 
ings of any deſcription. 

Several {mall veins of wilks, and other ſhells, are found, 
There is neither marle nor lime- ſtone; nor have the effec; 
of either (with very immaterial exception) been hitherto tried 


on the ſoil. This will lead the reader to infer, that the 
ſtate of 


Agricultural Improvement is backward in the extreme, Of 
this a juſt idea will be formed, when it is mentioned, that al- 
though abour 2000 acres are in culture, there is not a two 
horſe plough in the pariſh, and very few, iron included, 
worth above fix or ſeven ſhillings, thoſe of the proprietors 
excepted. The farms are almoſt entirely under a conſtant 
ſucceſſion of corn crops, barley and oats alternately, a very 
ſmall extent being altogether for peaſe, and an inconſider- 
able proportion, which exhauſts a large ſhare of the manure 
of the year, appropriated for potatoes. The farmers hare 
no incloſures, and of courſe conſider the vicinity of any as 
an intolerable grievance, ſo that their fields from autumn, 
until the briar appears in April, are one undiſtinguiſhed 
common, through which horſes, oxen, and ſheep range pro- 
miſcuouſly. 

To a perſon unacquainted with the circumſtances of the 
country, this ſtatement will appear unaccountable ; he will 
look on the inhabitants as labouring under obſtinate preju- 
dices, or ſtupidly incapable of learning the beneficial 75 
tems of others; but to neither of theſe cauſes is it to be at- 
tributed ; 72 The proprietors do not appear to have looked 
on the introduction of the modern ſyſtem of farming, a5 an ob- 
ject adequate to (what they conceived) the unpleaſant neceſſitj 


of granting long leaſes, to the tax on their properties of an 4 
creaſe 
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creaſed melioration, as well as the inducement which they 
would probably require to hold out to improving tenants in 
a diminution of the rent. No man of this deſcription can 
commence his operations on a proper ſcale, without a capital 
equal to at leaſt 5 years rent, for reaſons obvious to every 
perſon in any meaſure acquainted with huſbandry ;, and no 
man, who is in poſſeſſion of a capital to this extent, will be 
induced to take a farm, unleſs he can have the proſpect of a 
comfortable maintenance, and full melioration for his expen- 
diture in building and improvements. The rent that can be 
afforded by ſuch a farmer muſt of courſe be proportionally 
low, as the ſum which he advances on entering, as the value 
of his ſtocking, (ſay the neceſſary horſes, farming utenſils, 
&c.), together with the probable requiſite expenditure, are 
high; becauſe he has to add the annual intereſt of theie, be- 
ing at leaſt 8 per cent, to his rent. It is theretore evident, 
that the difference betwixt the value of melioration, expen- 
diture, and ſtocking, neceflary for the pretent mode of con- 
ducting huſbandry, and the value of thoſe as requiſite for 
the effectual introduction of the more generally approved 
ſyſtem, muſt be altogether againſt the proprietors. This 
difference is very conſiderable. 

Let us view both in a few particulars, as in their probable 
conſequences affecting the lands in this pariſh. Firſt, By 
the preſent ſyſtem of farming, it is believed that the full 
melioration does not exceed two-thirds of the rent, fay, (for 
the ſake of even numbers) 14001. the intereſt of which is au 
annual tax on the different properties of 70 l. But by the 
modern ſyſtem, 3 years rent for melioration will be requiſite, 
ſay 63001. railing the tax to 315 I. per annum. 

Farther, by the preſent ſyſtem, the different operations of 
huſbandry are principally carried on by oxen. Horſes are 
(I believe with very few exceptions) uſed for conducting the 
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modern ſyſtem. Suppoſe that 200 horſes may be able to la. 
bour what is now done by 600 oxen. Suppoſe the value of 
the neceſſary ſtocking to be thus much the ſame, calculating 
each pair of horſes as equal in value.to 6 oxen. fay 241. which, 
for the above number, ſuppoſed neceſſary for the purpoſe of 
huſbandry in this pariſh, is 2400 l. * 
The intereſt of this ſum, ſunk in a ſtocking of oxen, may be 
6 per cent. being, per annum - L. 140 0 0 


—— 


The intereſt of the ſame ſum, ſunk in a ſtock- 
ing of horſes, is at leaſt 10 ber cent, being, 


per annum - 8:17 \ L. 240 0 0 
The ſmith and ferrier's charge cannot be under 
10 8. for each horſe per annum 100 0 © 


Suppoſe the conſumpt of oats to be a peck per 
week for each horſe at an average, i. e. 3 
bolls 1 firlot per annum, or 650 bolls for 
the above number, valued at 128. per boll 390 © © 


In all L. 730 o 
From this take as above 140 0 


The ſuppoſed difference betwixt the expence 
of labouring with horſes, and that of la- 


bouring with oxen, is — „ 090-0 -0 
Ditto betwixt that of melioration, as above ſta- 
ted, is - — - - 245 0 © 


So that theſe two articles, which are moderate- 

ly rated, make a clear annual balance againſt 
the proprietors, of - | - L. 835 o 6 
which 


* We have a number of ſmall horſes, even by the preſent 
ſyſtem of fgrming ; but theſe are maintained at a conſiderable 
expence; ànd it is preſumeable, that any loſſes ts which they 
ſubje& the farmer, is more than compenſated, in general, by 
the number of ſupergumerary cattle which he is able to rear. 


my, ** * 1 


of Killearnan. 341 


which in this pariſh would be near 40 per cent. of the rent. 

Add to theſe, the very material difference in the expen- 
diture for farming utenſils, manures, and improvements, the 
material deficiency in the article of manure, together with 
the prodigious public loſs *, which would reſult from the uni- 
verſal adoption of the modern plan of uſing horſes inſtead 
of oxen. | 

Theſe circamſtances ſhew, that the introduction of the 
more approved plans of huſbandry would not, in a pecunia- 
ry view, be ſo advantageous to the proprietors as might at 
firſt be imagined. And indeed it is a well known fact, that 
very diſtant as farms in this part of the country molt un- 
queſtionably are from improvement, yet that from the incon- 
fiderable neceſſary expence of an intrant tenant, the average 
rent of ſore of them equals that ot ſome in the county of 
Hex. | 

But other circumſtances have contributed to that back- 
vardneſs in agricultural improvement, too evident in this 
and the neighbouring pariſhes. | 

Before any perſons can be induced to deviate from eſta- 
bliſhed practice, they muſt have acceſs to obſerve the ſupe- 
nor advantages of a new ſyſtem ; they muſt have the proſpect 
of reaping the fruits of that ſyſtem by long leaſes; and alſo 
las already obſerved) a ſufficient ſtock to enable them to per- 
levere until their farms are brought to proper heart. 

The farmers of this parith have never had the advantage 
of the firſt of theſe. It is true, the proprietors have occa- 
lonally introduced the improvements of modern huſbandry, 
but from the efforts of proprietors as examples, the peaſantry 
never will act. Theſe generally improve more for pleaſure 

than 


An ro oxen muſt, one year with another, be ſold and flaugh - 
tered out of Goo, To this quantity of beef add the above 650 bolls 
oi oats faved— ritar To how many people will theſe afford 
ual maintenauce. Our oxen weigh about 350 or 400 lib, 
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than profit. If fond of a country life, their expenditure il 
hedging, incloſing, trenching, with a thouſand er ceterar, i 
endleſs. I have known the firſt crop, of little more than 
half an acre, coſt the improving proprietor above 201, How 
can a poor tenant imitate this? He will laugh at what he 
confiders the enthuſiaſm that leads to it, and it will rivet hi: 
prejudices againſt improvement. 

An intelligent a#ua/ farmer, whoſe bread depends upon 
his induſtry, and who is little removed from their own ſphere 
in life, (the Hugh Reoch, mentioned in the very ingeniom 
ſtatiſtical account of Alloa), is the man who will moſt eſſen. 
tially contribute to introduce an alteration of ſyſtem, and x 
ſpirit of improvement into any diſtrict, His neighbours wil 
obſerve, and are, in very few inſtances, ſo blind to their in- 
tereſt, as if able, not to imitate his exertions. 

But the agricultural ſtate of this pariſh will farther be ac- 
counted for, when it is mentioned, that leaſes are, with very 
few exceptions, unknown, The farms on the moſt confi 
derable property have for many years been held only fron 

year to year. The longeſt leaſe recollected, with the excep 
tion of the life-rent of one ſmall farm, is 10 years, and very 
few have exceeded 5, What inducement does this preſent 
for improvement ? How can that man embark in any plan 
for ameliorating his farm, who knows that he only hangs 
out a bait for the graſp of avarice, and that ingenuity and 
induſtry tend only to ruin him? It is to be hoped that the 
more enlightened policy of the ſouthern counties will ſoon 
be more generally adopted in ours, and that the proprietors 
will delight in receiving * the hung of them that are ready 
« to periſh;” the juſt recompence gratefully paid to the lord 
of their manor, by induſtrious, flouriſhing, uſeful members 
of ſociety, and accompanied, let it not be thought of litt 
value, by their prayer for his enjoying the bleſſing of 7 
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Lord of lords. From the above ſtatement it will be infer- 
red, and with juſtice, that the farmers in this pariſh, and in- 
deed throughout this country, are, in general, poor ; ſo much 
fo, that although leaſes ſhould be granted, it would take 
ſome conſiderable time before they poſſibly could adopt an 
improved ſyſtem of huſbandry. What! will a mere theoriſt 
in farming exclaim, Is not one ſyſtem of huſbandry as eaſily 
followed as another? Does not the modern ſyſtem require 
fewer ſervants, and leſs ſeed; and does it not yield more 
luxuriant crops ? Let all theſe be granted; but what this rea- 
ſoning is to a poor tenant, the following facts will tend to il- 
luſtrate, By the preſent ſyſtem, it requires the utmoſt ex- 
ertion of his induſtry, and an almoſt uninterrupted ſucceſ- 
fon of crops, to pay his rent and ſervants, and afford a 
maintenance, very ſober indeed, to his family, It may be at. 


firmed, that on a farm of 30 acres, 21. fer annum has not 
been cleared, at an average, by any one farmer, for 20 years, 


by farming alone. Let us ſuppoſe a man in this predicament, 
from obſerving the ſucceſs of others, anxious to lay a fifth 
part under graſs, ſay 6 acres; before he can poſſibly do this 
an incloſure is neceflary, which, if built by the proprietor, 
exhauſts, by the payment of 74 per cent. intereſt, the ſuppo- 
ſed, or rather real average, profit. Let him, however, per. 
ſevere to manure this properly, he ſtarves the reſt of his 
farm, | 

The graſs is notwithſtanding ſown at an extra expence of 
20 8. per acre, and cut the ſecond year; but when he calcu- 
lates profit and loſs, he finds a deficiency of 24 bolls, the 
uſual average produce of 6 acres; the ſame the ſecond year 
of the improving aera, 48 bolls and G1.; ſo that before he 
can experience the benefit of a graſs crop, his corn yard 
may be probably ſold to the higheſt bidder. It will be 


aked, Why not ſell the graſs at 6d. per ſtone ? for the beſt 
| of 
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of all reafons, becauſe he has no market. This is not tncy 
theory. it is founded on fact; and the Circumſtances 44 
mentioned merely for the purpoſe of pointing out, to ſpeth. 
latiſts in farming the almoſt infirmountable difficulties which 
muſt be encountered by poor men, whoſe backwardneſs in 
ameliorating their farms, they are too often diſpoſed to 
*aſctibe to ignorante indolence, and obſtinacy. 

Let not the genetdus heart, therefore, load them with in. 
vective, or treat them with ſeverity, for thinking once and 
again before they enter on meaſures which, however ſenſible 
they may be of their good effects when perſevered in, may 
eventually prove their ruin. To the benevolent mind, on 
the contrary, it will afford pleaſure gradually to lay open to 
their view what may be moſt conducive to their benefit, to 
ſtimulate their exertion. by ſuitable encouragement, and to 
ſee them contented and happy in the poſſeſſion of thoſe 
comforts which are ſuited to their ſphere in life. To this 
mode of conduct, it is to be hoped, that the farmers in this 
pariſh may have the comfort of looking forward. It is with 
much pleaſure mentioned, that the preſent proprietors offer 
premiums to encourage the induſtrious z pay the expence of 
{ſmall temporary incloſures, to enable them to experience the 


utility of ſown graſſes; and allow melioration for comfortable 


houſes. A number of farms have undergone judicious di- 
viſions of from 20 to 60 acres each. Cuſtoms and carriages 
have been converted ; run ridges have been abolithed; and, 
it is not doubted, that proper leaſes will be given to thoſe 
who diſcover a wiſh to improve. Nor will they experience 
that this treatment of their inferiors will run in oppoſition 
to their intereſt, The above mentioned diviſion of the farms 
they will find particularly beneficial, From the too preva- 
lent practice of uniting ſmall farms, it is confeſſed that à 


proprietor may have his rents collected with ſomewhat leſs 
| trouble, 
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trouble; and his property may be brought with more rapidity 
to its utmoſt value; but this plan is certainly objectionable, 
for two reaſons of indiſputable importance. 1/, Suppoſe 
the mode of farming the ſame; it is clear that the occupier 
of zo acres, being the afua/ labourer, is able to pay a higher 
rent than can be afforded by thoſe who employ ſervants at 
extravagant wages, and are often, through their negligence 
or villainy, - expoſed to impoſition and confiderable loſſes. 
The different operations of huſbandry are performed on 
farms of this extent, not by the careleſs menial, but by the 
united exertions of a family, happy in themſelves, and each 
feeling an intereſt in acting his part. But, 2dly, In a na- 
tional view, the conſolidation of farms is ſtill more ſeriouſſy 
objectionable. Its effect is immediate depopulation. It com- 
pels the poor aboriginer, „ Patriae fines et dulcia linquere 
« arva,” to emigrate, friendleſs and unprotected, to other 
countries z or to crowd into towns, with the view of graſp- 
ing at the caſual ſources of earning their pittance, which 
may occur. 


« Ill fares the land, to haſt'ning ills a prey, 
Where wealth accumulates, and men decay: 
Princes and lords may flouriſh or may fade, 
A breath ean make them as a breath has made; 
But a bold peaſantry, their country's pride, 
When once deſtroy'd, cau never be ſupply'd. 
Their beſt companions, innocence and health, 
And their beſt riches, ignorarice of wealth *.” 


Were it poſſible to introduce the improvements of modern 
huſbandry on farms of the above extent, juſt ſufficient to de- 
cupy the attention, and incourage the exertions of the actual 

Vol. XVII. XX labourer, 


* Goldſmith's Deſerted Village. 


Epiſcopal (formerly the Nonjuring) perſuaſion *, by whom 
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labourer, aided by his family, (and poſſible it ſarely'is by 
degrees) tliat point, it is conceived; would be attained, which 
would happily combine humanity with public utility, and the 
real intereſt of the proprietors with the happineſs of thou. 
fands of their fellow creatures, 


- Rent,—The valued rent of this pariſh, including that of 
Weſter Keflock, annexed, guoad ſacra, to Kilmuir Weſter, i 
1873 J. 128. 7d. Scots. The real groſs rent exceeds 20001, 
Sterling. | | 


Population, —In order to aſcertain the comparative popu- 
lation betwixt the years 1755, (when the retura was made 
to Dr Webſter), and 1795, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that its 
boundaries have undergone conſiderable alterations, in con- 
ſequence of a decreet cf the Court of Teinds, paſſed in the 
1756, annexing the neighbouring pariſh of Suddy to thoſe 
of Killearnan and Kilmuir Weſter. The moſt accurate me- 
thod will therefore be, to compare the returns of the three 
pariſhes of Killearnan, Suddy, and Kilmuir Weſter, as ſtated 
in the 1755, with thoſe of Killearnan and the united parifhes 
of Kilmuir and Suddy. 


The exact population of this pariſh was, in February 1 794, 


- Males, above 7 years of age — — _ $05 
Females above 7 years — - ._ 89 
Males below 7 years — _ — 68 
Females below 7 years 1 


— Ü— 


The number of ſouls was, on the above date 1147 
As there are many of the inhabitants of this pariſh of the 


it 
Above 300. 


tk 
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+ is believed no regiſter is kept; and as a conſiderable num- 
ber from other. pariſhes are interred in the burying ground 
of this one, and vice ver/a, it is impoſſible to ſtate with pre- 
ciſion the number of births, marriages, or burials. It may, 
however, be remarked, that from 1ſt February 1794, to 1ſt 
February 1795, there is an increaſe in that of each WN 
any thing recollected. As far as the ſeſſion No goes“, 
the births have been, 
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Anno, Males. Females.” Tetal. 
1764 I4 12 26 
1765 21 8 29 
1771 12 14 26 
1775 11 12 23 
1780 10 10 20 
1785 8 6 14 
1790 13 12 25 
1794 21 20 41 


But through the prevalence of a putrid fever, the burials for 
the year 1794 have borne a ſtriking proportion, 


There are in the pariſh, paying from 61. to 6e l. rent, 


Farmers — — — 61 
Shoe makers — — — 14 
Weavers and apprentices — — 21 
Taylors and ditto — BEE 14 
Smiths and ditto | _ — 7 
Houſe · carpenters, cart and wheel wrights 9 
Millers and ſervants — __ 
Maſons — — — 8 


Antiquities, — Under this head, there are few particulars 
worthy of notice. There are two conſiderable antient ſtruc- 
| tures, 


* It includes only thoſe who were baptized by the eftabliſh- 
ed miniſter, | 
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tures, Kileoy and Redcaſtle, the manor: places of the her, 
tors, which have evidently been built more-for defence than 
for elegance, or comfortable accommodation. The latter 
(probably thus denominated from the colour of the ſtones of 
which it is built) was annexed to the Crown, with the lord. 
ſhip of Roſs, vnno 14 55» bas the rights of a burgh of barony, 
with thoſe of a free port, holding weekly markets, levying 
tolls and anchorage dues, together with all other baronia 
privileges, not expreſsly abrogated by the juriſdiction a&, 
1748 At the beginning ot laſt century, Redcaſtle was x 
place of conſiderable ſtrength. In the 1646, ſoon after 
Montroſe was forced, or rather permitted, by Middleton, to 
raiſe the ſiege of Inverneſs, Rory M. Kenzie of Redcaftle 
joined him, together with his chieftain and clan, in that re- 
monſtrance againſt the procedure of the Covenanters, for 
which Seaforth was ſoon thereafter excommunicated. 

In the 1649, the M-Kenzies, exaſperated at the King's 
death *, and vowing revenge, projected an expedition to the 
ſouth. Joining a party of Sutherlands, they, in number 
about 1500, croſſed Keſſock and Beauley on Sunday the 3d 
May : Coming to Inverneſs in time of divine ſervice, the 

ringing of bells was ſoon ſucceeded by the noiſe of drums 
and bagpipes. The alarmed inhabitants, haſtily ſummoned 
from 


The writer finds the following lines in an old manuſcript, 
ſaid to have been written by Montroſe on the ſea beach, with 


the point of his ſword, on receipt of the intelligence of Charles's 
fate. 


* 


Great, good, and juſt, could I but rate, 
My grjeſz, and thy fo rigid fate, 

I'd weep the world 90 ſuch a ſtrain 

As ſhould it deluge o'er again. 

But ſinoe thy l 4 demands ſupplies 

More from Briarius's hands than Argus's eyes, 
A' fing thy obſequies with trumpet ſounds, 

And write thy epitaph with blood and wounds, | 
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om church, were obliged to provide the beſt intertainment. 

Their gueſts, however, were ſo delicately nice; that it was 

found neceflary to bribe their teeth into exerciſe, by laying 

on every man's cover what Owe called argied cagnidh, chew- 
ing monty. 

From Inverneſs they marched through Murray, and, eroſ- 
fog the Spey, encamped near B8lvany Caſtle, the property 
of the Marquis of Huntley, But amidſt the revelry which 
reſulted from conſiderable plunder, and unſuſpecting ſecu- 
rity, they were ſuddenly attacked by Cuionels Strachan and 
Kerr, deteated, and almoit all made priſoners. Strachan, im- 
proving his victory, ſent a party to beſiege Redcaſtle, which 
was garriſoned, in the proprietor's abſence, by his ſons and 
dependants. A Lieut. M*Bean was ſent to ſummon it to 
ſurrender ; but he was fired at from the walls, and killed. 
This ſo enraged the aſſailants, that they ſtormed, took, and 
burnt it to the ground. M.Bean's covenanting friends look- 
ing on the M*Kenzie territory as unhallowed, conveyed his re- 
mains to have the privilege of Chriſtian interment among 
the Fraſer's at Kirkhill; where a flag ſtill covers his grave, 
bearing this inſcription, Here layes one of David's Wor- 
thies “. 

Cairns.— There are on the confines of this pariſh aſtoniſh- 
ing numbers of theſe, ſome of them of uncommon magni- 
tude, | 

The ſervants of a neighbouring proprietor, when lately 
taking away the ſtones of one for an incloſure, found a ſtone 
cofia in the centre, This, with ſeveral other circumſtances, 
evidently mark them as indexes of the ferocious ſpirit of an- 
tient times. The moſt conſiderable were probably gathered 
in memory of the chieftains, or thoſe who had been moſt il- 
luſtrious for deeds of valour,—Curidh mi glach ar de chaarn 
| — 


David Leflic, 
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I ſhall add a ſtone to your cairn, was, among the Hj 
landers, tbe valedictory expreſſion of gratitude or eſteem, 
There is one Druidical temple, Cairn Irenan, formerly 
mentioned, probably the moſt complete in this country, 
To the ſouth-eaſt of Redcaſtle, about 400 yards within 
flood-mark, there is a cairn of conſiderable dimenſions, Ma. 
ny of the ſtones, notwithſtanding their collifion through the 
violence of the tide, ſtill bear the marks of art, and indicate 
the exiſtence of a conſiderable building at ſome very remote 
period. There are ſeveral cairns of this deſcription in the 
Frith, about the origin of which even tradition is filent, 
Were there any veſtiges of tumuli on which they could have 
been built, or any other circumſtances which ſhould indi- 
cate the eligibility of the ſcites on which they are placed, 
we might be induced to look on them as temporary aſylums 
from the predatory incurſions of rude and barbarous tribes; 
but none ſuch exiſt. Urns have been found in one of them, 
which, with other circumſtances, induced Dr Campbell“ to 
be of opinion, that the Romans muſt have been thus far 
north. 'The cairns he ſuppoſes of Daniſh origin. An in- 
genious countryman + has gone farther, and ſuppoſes that a 
conſiderable part of the area which is dry at ebb tide, but 
covered with from 2 to 16 feet water when it flows, being 
at leaſt io ſquare miles, muſt have been inhabited. 
Whatever may have been in this, the proximity of this 
arm of the ſea is of very conſiderable utility to this and the 
neighbouring pariſhes, as, excluſive of the facility with which 
coals, lime, wood, and other neceſſaries are conveyed, it fur- 
niſhes a variety of fiſh, and particularly herrings, in their ſea- 
ſon, which have been ſometimes ſold 100 for 1d, Sprats, 
a” ſandals, 


* Polit. Survey, vol. I. p. 217. | 
4 Mr Fraſer, miniſter of Kirkhill, No. 2. Philoſoph. Tran. 


I cannot recolle& the preciſe number, it may be about che 25% 
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fndals, ſhrimps, flounders, and other ſmall fiſhes, are taken 


during ſummer and harveſt in what we call yares, a contri- | 


nance ſo common as not to require deſcription. 


Diftilleries—There are 7 licenſed ſtills, of 30 gallons each, 
in this pariſh, yielding an annuat revenue of 315 l.; but 
conſuming a very conſiderable proportion of the produce. 
k is much to be regretted that the price of ardent ſpirits 
has not riſen in this part of the country, m proportion to 
the advance of tax. The diſtillers having in general no ca- 
pital, are frequently under a neceſſity of felling their whiſky 
t a confiderable diſadvantage ; and the number who are 
thus fituated, ſupply our confined market ſo abundantly, 
that thoſe who are poſſeſſed of capitals cannot avail. them- 
ſelves of them by a retention of the commodity, until the 
advance in price ſhould yield a reaſonable profit. Of conſe- 
quence, while barley ſells, as it now does, at a guinea per 
boll, the price of the gallon is only 3s. and it is actually re- 
failed in our dram houſes at 3s. 8 d. which is no more than 
it ſold for before the laſt additional 5o per cent. was levied 
on each ſtill, Hence it is evident, that that tax has no effect 
in rendering ſpirits more inacceſſible to the lower ranks, and 
that it is principally, if not altogether, paid by the diſtiller 
out of his profits, not by the conſumer ; how far he is able 
to afford this will be ſeen thus: The quantity of barley al- 
lowed to be diſtilled by each poſſeſſor of a 30 gallon ſtill, is 
1887, ſo that 4 bolls, the quantity uſually diſtilled at a time, 
pay about - - C L o 19 @ 
The price of barley may be averaged at 19 s. be- 
ing for this quantity - - - 3 16 © 
Fire, without including carriage for 3 or more 

miles — - - - - © 10 „ 


Carried forward I. 5 5 ©) 
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n Brought over L. 3 5 6 
Candles, e tear and wear of diſtilling 
utenſils — — — O 5 6 


Attendance for 8 days and 8 nights, carriages to 
and from mills, expence of malting, the kiln- 
drying, &c. &c. valued at - - © 10 0 


es 


mn. 


Total expence - 66-08 
The average produce of cach 4 bolls is highly rated at g 
Seotch, or 36 Engliſh gallons, and the average price equally 
ſo at 13 8 4 d. per Scotch, or 3s. 4d. per Engliſh, ſay 61, 
The refuſe for cattle may be worth 5 s. which is in ta& the 
only profit to be derived from diſtilling in this country. 

It will be aſked, Why then ſo many diſtilleries? For theſe 
reaſons : Diſtilling is almoſt the only method of converting 
our victual into caſh for the payment of rent and ſervants; and 
whiſky may, in fact, be called our ſtaple commodity. The 
diſtillers do not lay the proper value on their time and 
trouble, and of courſe look on all, but the price of the barley 
and fire added to the tax, as clear profit; add to theſe the 
luxury of taſting the quality of the manufacture during the 
proceſs. 

A very beneficial alteration in the diſtillery Jaw, would be 
a more frequent renewal of licences ; ſuppoſe 6 months in- 
ſtead of 12. As it now exiſts, the diſtiller becomes bound 
for 45 1. for a 30 gallon ſtill, from the 1ſt December to the 
1ſt December, let the prices of barley and ſpirits be what 
they may; of courſe, be is under the neceſſity of continuing 
to diftil, however exorbitant the firſt, or cheap the laſt, This 
has two bad conſequences, when a crop is unproductive, it 
raiſes the price of meal on the one hand, and renders 


ſpirits a dangerous drug on the other. Ihe above alteration, 
without 
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without injuring the revenue *, would, in a great meaſure, 
prevent both. The price of ſpirits would find its level in 
proportion to that of grain, and the mean of intoxication 
would not offer itſelf to the lower ranks, with ſuch pernicious 
facility as it now does in conſequence of a glutted market. 
Fuel —The only firing in this pariſh is a yellow ſpongy 
moſs, now almoſ* entirely exhauſted, and the wretched turf 
pared off the common. Newcaſtle coals are uſed by thoſe 
who can afford the outlay of caſh, together with burn wood 
and peats, ſubjecting ſuch a family as the incumbent's, for a 
fire in a room and a kitchen, and occaſionally in bed rooms, 
to an annual heavy expence of from 10 to 141, TP. 
Several circumſtances indicating the exiſtence of coals have 
occurred in different parts of this country; but a peculiar 
diſadvantage which prevents diſcoveries of this kind is, that 
the perſons who are beſt qualified to make them, and who 
are of courſe employed, are, in general, notoriouſly intereſted 
in cruſhing the attempt. Until ſome man of ſkill and ſpirit 
ſhall be induced, by a participation of the protits, or other- 
viſe, to make proper experiments, we ſhall probably remain 
3 we are, in the want of this very eſſential comfort of life. 


Improvements. —lJnder this head, it is pleaſing to remark, 
that the progreſs, in ſome particulars, has of late been rapid. 
Vor, XVII. | Yy To 


Any poſſible injury to the revenue could ariſe only from 
the diminution of the quantity, and of courſe of the conſum; t of 
ardent ſpirits. By the law, exportation is not permitted; and 
conſequently, however much the market may be overſtocked, 
the inhabitants of this diſtrict of country are literally compelled 
to drink the ſuperabundance. | 


T We have hitherto, from the advance in freight, ſeamen's 


wages, &c, experienced very little benefit fiom the ſuppreſſion 
of the partial Red-head tax. | 
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To Mr Grant of Redcaſtle the ſucceeding generation will be 
much indebted for his extenſive plantations of oak, larch, 
planetree, aſh, elm, and Scotch fir, fenced by at leaſt 20.005 
yards of an incloſure; but, however great the exertions of in. 
dividuals may be, a bar has hitherto preſented itſelf to the 
general improvement of the country, in an extent of unap. 
propriated muir, perhaps the moſt conſiderable in Great Bri. 
tain. It is lamentable to obſerve, that the peninſula formed 
by the Friths of Beauly and Dingwall, (commonly deſigned 
the Black Iſle) contains, it is believed, from 30 to 40 ſquare 
miles, abundantly capable of improvement by agriculture or 
Planting, which ſtill continued in their natural ſtate, not 
worth one penny per acre, yet a continual ſource of jealouſy 
betwixt the conterminous proprietors, It is the more ſo, 2; 
the propriety of a diviſion is admitted on all hands as the 
power of the Court of Seſſion, under the act 1695, to carry 
it into effect is undoubted, and as nothing is wanting, but co- 
operation. 

Some of the proprietors are now induced to look to the 
well known philanthrophy of the Agricultural Board, for 
that effectual interference for carrying this very deſirable ob 
ject into effect, which might prove tedious, vexatious, and 
irkſome, to any private individual. It would be an obje& 
highly deſerving of their attention, which, without ſubjecting 
them to a ſhilling of expence, would moſt materially contri- 
bute to the good of their country, 


Eccigſiaſtical State, —The preſent incumbent was admitted 
aſſiſtant and fucceflor to his father on the 3d March 1790, 
in conſequence of a ſign manual from the Crown, and a pre- 
ſentation from Kenneth M*Kenzie, Eſq; the repreſentative 
of the family of Cromarty. 

He inclines to believe that the right of patronage belongs 
to the latter. 
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The ſtipend of Kilmuir Weſter, and Suddy, and that of 
this pariſh, are preciſely the ſame, being nine chalders and 
one boll of bear, three chalders and three bolls oat meal, and 
ninety eight pounds nine ſhillings and eight pennies Scotch 
money. It is, however, marked by theſe peculiar circum- 
ſtances, that the lands of one heritor do not pay a boll more 
than they did anno 1695, nor thoſe of the other proprietor 
more than in the year 1721; and, however paradoxical it 
may appear, the laſt is in fact conſiderably the gainer by the 
quantum of ſtipend payable by his property, It was pur. 
chaſed at a judicial ſale—a full fifth of the property, or what 
is the ſame thing, of the rent, was previouſly ſtruck off by 
the Court of Seſſion as teind, While the purchaſer was un. 
der the neceflity of taking a tack of the free teind, he was 
of courſe not a ſhilling in advance for the exhauſted part, 
(i, e.) for the lands paying ſtipend. 

But while the living remains, in atu quo, the miniſter's 
portion of the property, (may not this name be given it on 
paper)? bears its proportion of a conſiderable augmentation 
of rent, ſuppoſe 20 per cent. 

The glebe may be about 6 acres arable and paſture. The 
names of two villages in the pariſh, Chappletowon and Spittal “, 
corroborating ſome confuſed traditions, indicate the exiſtence 
of two religious houſes at ſome remote period, one dedicated 
to a Popilh Sainr, the other belonging to the Knights of 
Malta, There are at preſent none of the Roman Catholic 
perſuaſion, nor any who profeſs to differ from the eſtabliſh- 
ed church, the Scotch Epiſcopals (who are rather more than 


a fourth part of the number of inhabitants), excepted. 


Pror.—We have no parochial aſſeſſment for their ſupport. 


There are, at an average, 35 on the roll, who, for ſeveral 
years, 


* Hoſpital, 
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years, have only had the ſcanty weekly collections diftributeg 
among them, ſeldom amounting to above 5 1. when ſeſſion 
clerks and officers dues are deducted, 15 1. belonging to the 
Poor of this pariſh were given to the late proprietor of Red. 
caſtle on perſonal ſecurity ; his property was ſequeſtrated, 
and judicially fold, anno 1789; and while theſe creditcr; 
who had heritable bonds were all paid, principal and intereſt, 
and ſuch as accepted of them, liquidated penalties, the widow 
and orphan have not, for many years, received a penny of 
either, and are now involved in a proceſs of ranking, of which 
the termination and reſult are yet uncertain, 

The poor of the two neighbouring pariſhes are in the fame 
predicament, which is mentioned as a caveat againſt over. 
ſtrained delicacy in the requiſition of proper ſecurity, by all 
who are intruſted with the management of public funds; 
and particularly by thoſe who act for the indigent and the 
deſtitute. 

The number of itinerant poor has undergone a very pleal- 
ing decreaſe of late, by the introduction of a branch of the 
Inverneſs hemp manufactory. 

An agent diſtributes hemp to be ſpun for fail-cloth, and 
pack-ſheeting, furniſhing an eaſy employment even to the 
aged and infirm, by which they can earn from 24 d. to 60, 
per day, What renders this of peculiar utility to them is, 
that as they are not reſtricted in time, it does not prevent 
their attention to other neceſſary buſineſs ; they can occupy, 
in ſpinning, thoſe hours which would otherwiſe paſs in idle- 
neſs; and a ſtimulus to exertion is found in immediate pay- 
ment on performing their engagements with fidelity. 


Manners of the People. Theſe have, during the currency 0: 
the laſt 40 years, undergone a very pleaſing alteration. The 
. generality of the inhabitants were then ignorant in the ex- 


treme, and much diſaffected towards our civil and eccleſiaſ- 
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deal eſtabliſhments. As a ſtriking inſtance of this the fol- 
lowing circumſtance is mentioned: The late incumbent was 
ſettled miniſter of this pariſh in May 1758; he, 8 months 
thereatter, publicly intimated, after ſermon, his intention of 
catechiſing the inhabitants of a particular diſtrift on the fol- 
lowing Tueſday ; but, on going to the houſe which he had fixed 
on as the place of meeting, not above three miles from the 
church, he found a convention of cnly a few old women. 
Having never before ſeen their miniſter they appeared much 
zgitated, telling him, however, that he might have ſaved 
himſelf the trouble of coming to their town as they had no 
whiſky. They retired, one by one, and alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood, by ſaying, that a ſtrange Exciſeman had juſt come 
to ſuch a houſe, - Since that period the change is ſtriking ; 


the aſſiduity of the miniſter, in the diſcharge of his parochial 
duties, was attended with much ſucceſs; his exertions were, 
25 he has often gratefully acknowledged, powerfully aided by 
the introduction of a * ſchool, (ſupported by the Society for 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge), at which from 60 to go 
children have been taught gratis, 'The houſe of God is now 
attended with regulzrity and devotion ; they have learned, 
not indeed the chearleſs refinements of modern Philoſophy, 
but in the peruſal of the goſpel of peace, to find a healing 
balm to ſooth and to comfort them under the preſſure of all 
the calamities of life. 

May they increaſe in thoſe virtues which are pure, peace- 
able, gentle, of good report, and eaſy to be intreated ! | 


* The very inadequate ſalary payable to the parochial 
ſchoolmaſter is much againſt the pariſh ; it is only 81. 65. 8 d. 
The office of ſchoolmalter has been vacant fince Martinmas, be- 
cauſe no qualified perſon can be got to accept of it. What a 
Pity is it that the pecuniary reward of a deſcription of men, 
among the moſt uſeful in ſociety, ſhould exceed only, in a mere 
triffe, the wages of a common hireling. 


N U M. 
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NUMBER XXIV. 


PARISH OF BOHARM. 


(CounT1Es or Banry and MoRay.,—PrESBYTERY 0x 
ABERLOUR,—SYNOD oF Mokav.) 


By the Rev. Mr Francis LESLIE, Miniſter, 


Geography and Natural Hiftory, 


HE ancient name is Bocharin; in the original ſignify. 
ing the bow about the cairn, or rocky hill, from its 
ſurrounding nearly three parts of the bottom of the moun- 
tain of Beneageen. The length, between the pariſh of Mort. 
lich, at the weſt, and the pariſh of Bellie, at the eaſt, is from 
7 to 9 Engliſh miles; the breadth, from the pariſh of Bo- 
triphnie, at the ſouth, to the higheſt cultivated land on the 
mountain, northward, is from 2 to 3 Engliſh miles; but the 
figure of the pariſh is ſo irregular, that theſe meaſures are to 
be regarded as the mean, rather than as the particular length 
and breadth. 

The general appearance of the country may be conceived 
as an extenſive valley from eaſt to weſt, having all the arable 
land hanging on the declivities of both ſides, there being lit- 
tle or no plain on the banks of the brooks, which, riſing in 
the hills, bend their courſes to either hand; to Fiddich, en 
the weſt ; and, by the eaſt, turning by the north-weſt to 
Spey. From this general deſcription, Airndilly, the feat of 
David M Dowall Grant, Eſq; falls to be excepted, being de- 

lightkully 


lightfull 


{ve pla 
end of 
tiver, li 
Gonifyl 
ſtill cor 
and fer 
3 ſtiff „ 
very re 
pied, 
the clc 
north-! 
rather 
(iſtem)] 
health? 
life, tl 
WOmar 
The 
m eaf] 
pariſh, 
for flo 
manul 
{aw-m 
tice h 
public 
Th 
bridge 
the { 
bridp, 
cholas 
bridg 
partic 


of Bobarm. 359 


ſehtfully ſituated on a riſing ground, above a pretty exten- 
ive plain, half encircled by the Spey, in the ſouth-weftern 
-nd of the pariſh, near to which, a little farther down the 
rer, lie the haughs of Kailymore, a part of the ſame eſtate, 
ſonifying the great weed ; which epithet, in ſome degree, it 
till comparatively merits. The foil here is ſandy, warm, 
ind fertile; but, in general, over the reſt of the pariſh, it is 
1 tif, rich, deep clay, generally on a bed of lime-ſtone, and 
ſery retentive of water, with which it is too frequently ſup- 
died, the ſummit of the mountain attracting or intercepting 
the clouds borne along from the ocean by the north and 
north-weſterly winds, on which account the harveſts are 
her late; and, though the air be moiſt, yet there is no 
litemper generally prevalent. The people are vigorous and 
healthy ; and ſeverals attain to the longeſt term of human 
life, there being at preſent ſeveral men, each 80, and one 
roman accounted 100 years of age. 

The water of Fiddich, turned almoſt at right angles, from 
n eaſtern to a northern courſe, along the weſt end of the 
pariſh, ſteals in to the river Spey, which is only navigable 
for floating timber down from Strath Spey, part of which is 
manufactured into plank, deal, ſpar, and ſcantling, by two 
faw-mills at the Boat of Brigg. It is hardly neceſſary to no- 
tice here the excellent ſalmon caught in the Spey, as the 
public are already ſufficiently appriſed of this particular. 

The charter of Moray has preſerved the memorial of the 
bridge over Spey at this place. Part of the foundation of 
the ſouthern pier ſtill remains. It has been ſuppoſed the 
bridge was of timber. Here alſo ſtood the Chapel of St Ni- 
colag—& Ad receptionem Pauperum tranſeuntium.” Both the 
bridge and hoſpital were extant in the year 1232; but few 
particulars of their hiſtory or deſtruction remain. 
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It may be mentioned, that it is ſuppoſed practicable ig 


build a ſtone-bridge here for about the ſum of 30001, Ster. | 5 
ling, which, beſides certain conveniencies peculiar to this mY 
ſituation, would comprehend alſo all the requiſite accommo. 29 
dation to the public; for, if the high-way were continued 3 
from where it joins the road between Keith and Fochabers _ 
at the fouth end of the laſt of thele villages, in the ſhortef " : 
courſe, to the Boat of Brigg, the diſtance from Cullen to E. 4 
gin would not be increaſed above 5 Engliſh miles on the «ah 
whole, on 4'road as firm, and leſs expoſed to depth of ſuon, th | 
than the preſent high-way from Fochabers to Elgin. Ju 2 
Population. The ancient ſtate of the population of the * 
pariſh cannot now be aſcertained, farther than that it dos a 
not appear that the number of farm-houſes, or the extent of hte 
arable land, has been any way materially altered from what 0 
they were in times very remote, clam 
Of late years, the population has been rather on the de = 
creaſe, owing to ſeveral ſmaller farms, on which from 2 to geen 
6 families reſided, being reduced into a ſingle farm, and os WW - 
cupied by a ſingle family. ami 
At preſent, the number of perſons amounts to 1294, f hne 


whom 588 are males, and 706 females. 
They all reſide in the country, and follow the occupation 


of huſbandry, with the exception of the few craftſmen who 1] 
are requiſite for that object, and for the more immediate c. of; 
commodation of the people, There are none who have left Th 
the pariſh for want of employment ; yet a few go ſouthward ig] 
in ſummer, on account of the higher wages given in that An 
part of the kingdom. ico 


'There has never been any accurate regiſter kept of bap- 
tiſms, marriages, or burials, Theſe particulars, therefore, 
cannot with any ſatisfactory preciſion be aſcertained. 

PreduFim 
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Preduftions of the Pariſh.—Oats, barley, and peaſe, are the 
kinds of corn principally raiſed. There are fields of ſown 
graſs, bearing, however, little proportion to the natural lie 
graſs and common paſturage, Of the corn, there may be 
about two third parts in oats, the remaining third in barley 
and peaſe, in which part the potatoe and flax may be alſo 
included. 

The oats and peaſe are ſown from the beginning of March, 
4s the ſeaſon allows, to near the middle of May; and the 
barley ſeed-time is generally completed before the 1it of 
june. The harveſt begins from about the middle of Auguſt 
to the middle of September. In ſome years, of late, it has 
not begun before the firſt week of October. Its concluſion, 
of courſe, muſt be at different times; and it has been, of 
late, accounted early, if completed by the end of November. 

On the eſtate of Airndilly, if the different banks and 
clumps be regarded as a whole, there is a conſiderable ex- 
tent of natural wood, in which wild cherries, plumbs, and 
geens, are interſperſed. On this eſtate there are alſo exten- 
five plantations of fir and pine, and other foreſt trees; and 
ſimilar plantations have alſo riſen up on the eſtate of Auch- 
luncart, and on the lands in this pariſh appertaining to the 
Earl of Findlater, and which are not deſtitute of natural 
wood. | 

The black cattle among the country tenants, though not 
of great bone, are accounted handſome, and of a fine figure. 
The ordinary price of a yoke of oxen may be from 81. to 
15 J. Sterling; and ſome have been ſold at a higher rate. 
A milk cow may ſell from 31. or 41. to 61. Sterling; and a 
ſcore of wedders; with the fleece, from 61. to 9 l. Sterling. 


Miſcellaneous. —It muſt be accounted a diſadvantage to the 
greater part of the pariſh, that it is ſo much expoſed to rain 
Vor. XVII. 2 2 in 
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in the end of ſummer, and during the autumn; and, fror 
the coldneſs of the ſoil, the ſnow lies long in the ſpring, ſo 
that the ſeaſons are later; much of the corn not fully ripen. 
ed; much loſt; and much vexatious trouble in harveſt, evils 
to which the oppoſite fide of the Spey are comparatively not 
expoſed ; while, on the other hand, the near and more eaſy 
acceſs to the cattle fairs during the ſummer, the abundance 
of natural paſture and lime-ſtone, are advantages which the 
neighbourhood on the north fide of that river do not ſo 
amply poſſeſs. 

'The pariſh is at preſent poſſeſſed by 4 heritors. David 
M*Dowall Grant, Eſq; has the lands of Airndilly, Papeen, 
Newtown, Gallval, and Auchmadies. The Earl of Findlater 
holds the barony of Mulben, the lands of Cairnty and Mul- 
deiry. Andrew Stewart, Eſq; writer to the ſignet, has the 
barony of Auchluncart. Archibald Daff of Drummuir, Eſq; 
has the farm of Knocan, The valued rent of the pariſh is 
2840 l. Scotch. The real rent of the whole has not been 
aſcertained. 

The Scotch is the only language ſpoken in the pariſh; 
but, with a few exceptions, the names of the places belong 
to the Earſe tongue. 

There are no funds for the ſupport of the poor, except 
two {mall mortifications, amounting only to 81. 108. Sterl. 
together. The number of poor on the roll may amount to 
17. | 

ER ruin of the caſtle of Gallvall is the only remain cf 
any thing that can be deemed antiquity in the pariſh, I: 
was built fronting the eaſt, on the north fide of the valley 
towards the weſtern end, where the declivity hath fallen 
more gently into an inclined plain, and ſhot a promontory 
into the deep defile, formed by the courſe of the ſtream of 
Aldermy ; ſnugly ſheltered from the northern blaſt, with an 

enlivening 


of Boharm. 363 


enlivening extent of arable field, riſing behind on either 
hand; a luxuriant landſcape, ſpread weſtward on the wind- 
ing banks of the Fiddich, glittering through the meadows 
and woods, decorated by the ſteady battlements of the caſtles 
of Balvenie and Auchendown, each on its own green hill, 
and terminated by the ſummits of the blue mountains, ranged 
at a diſtance around, ſeeming to debar all irruption upon the 
ſequeſtered vales. It bore little reſemblance to the other 
caſtles of the feudal lords, whole towers, or ſquare or round, 
of various heights and form, projected for the protection of 
the intermediate walls. It appears to have been a ſimple 
ſtructure of an 119 by 24 feet within, divided by an internal 
wall, ſo as to form two halls on the ground floor, one 65, 
and the other 54 feet in length. The windows were only 
20 inches wide, though the walls were 8 feet thick, built up 
in frames of timber, for keeping in the fluid mortar which 
was poured into the dry ſtone-wall, when raiſed to a certain 
height, The front and corners were neatly finiſhed with 
tree-ſtone from the quarries of Duffus, at the dittance of 20 
miles, on the other ſide of Spey, the neareſt where ſuch 
{tone could have been procured. The front and gables are 
now entirely broken down; but, within theſe 50 years, they 
ſtood to the height of ſeveral ſtories. About that period, 
leveral ſilver ſpoons were found among the rubbiſh, having 
the handle round, and hollow like a pipe; and the concave 
part, or ſhell, perfectly circular. | 

This bulky fabric, which on the eaſtern front had lower 
external accommodations, in the year 1200 was denominated 
Caſtellum de Bucharin. It then belonged to the Freikyns 
of Duffus, by whom it was no doubt built. By aſſuming the 
title De Moravia, from their connection with that country, 
they became the author of that ſirname. They were once 


poſſeſſed of many a fair domain in the north, namely, Duffus, 
Duidavie, 
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Duldavie, Dalvey, Inverallen, and Kirkdales, in Moray; 
Airndilly, Aikenwall, Boharm, Botriphnie, then Botruthin, 
Kinermonie, then Cere Kainermonth, in Banff ſhire; and in 
Nairn or Inverneſs, Brachlie, Croy; Ewan, Lunyn, and Petty, 
as appears by the charter of Moray, from the 1100 to 1286. 
At this day, they are ropreſented, in the 20th generation, 
bywhe Duke of Atholl, Captain Gatheoland of Duffus, and 
Mr Murray of 'Aberchirnyi 

Heis alſo by the charter of Moray inſtructed, that, be- 
tween the yehr 1207 #nd'1222, William, the ſon of William 
Freſkyn, obtained the conſent of Brucius, Biſhop of Moray, 
for building à domeſtic chapel, for the more commodious 
performance of the offices of devotion. It ſtood on its own 
conſecrated burying-· ground, forſaken only in the courſe of 
the laſt 60 years, about 530 yards from the north end of the 
caſtle; and, though only 24 by 12 feet within, muſt have 
been the parent of the prefent pariſh church, which, with 
ſeveral'others, was erected at the private expence of James VI. 
for civilging the north of Scotland, in the year 1618, 2 


which period the pariſh of Airndilly may be ſuppoſed to 
have been annexed 


A part allo of the pariſn of Dundurcos has been of late 
conjoined, and a new church erected about two miles eaſt- 
ward, in a fituation which ſome ſuppoſe to be more centri- 
cal. But the ſtipend, after both annexations, including the 
allowance for communion elements, is only 75. 7s. 24d. 
Sterling. 6k. 20 0 

Although it is not certainly known that any man of pecu- 
liar eminence was born in the pariſh, yet it may be proper 
to notice, that Mr James Ferguſon, the aſtronomer, received 
the rudiments of his education here, under the patronage of 
the grandtather of the preſent Mrs Grant of Airndilly. Mr 
Ferguſon has himſelf publiſhed his life: It is only neceſſary 
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therefore here to add, that, while a little boy who could 
hardly read, and employed in tending the cows, the family 
dock was the firſt object which elicited thoſe ſparks of me- 
chanical genius which in due time ſhone with ſuch a bright 
and vigorous flame. 

Ihe people, on the whole, are induſtrious, economical, 
obliging, and kind, according to their manners and circum- 
ſtances; very attentive to the national religion; and there 
js no remembrance of any having been judicially puniſhed 
for the violation of the laws of morality or juſtice, They 
appear, in general, to enjoy the neceſſaries, and many of the 
comforts of life, and to be contented with that fituation in 
the world which has been allotted to them by Providence. 
There are means by which their circumſtances might be 
meliorated; but, it being extremely probable they will not 
be adopted, it may be deemed officious to enumerate them 
here. ics n l 

The difficulty and expence of procuring» hands for the 
operations of agriculture, and the want of all police, either 
conventional or legal, reſpecting this object, has of late been 
ſo heavily and univerſally felt, that perhaps any ſpeculation 
that might contribute to turn the attention of the more dif. 
cerning to this intereſting object, may not be deemed entire- 
jy nugatory. 

In ſo far as this grievance hath ariſen from the diminiſhed 
value of money in the preſent opulent age, when, as in the 
days of Solomon, it may be ſaid “f ſilver, that it is not any 
« thing accounted of,” it cannot be regarded as any cauſe of 
complaint; for the price of labour muſt be proportional to 
that of other articles: But, in ſo far as the evil ariſes from 
the combined fraud, the falſehood, the ſtubbornneſs, and 
the domineering inſolence of that rank of ſociety, it aught 
to be repreſſed, although in due conſiſtence with the rights 

| of 
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of men; and much delicacy, in this regard, is no doubt re, 
quiſite. It might tend, perhaps, to check the evil, were 
every agricultural ſervant, by law, obliged to produce to the 
maſter with whom he engages, and to the church ſeſſion of 
the pariſh, when required, a certificate from the maſter 
whom he left, granted before two legal witneſſes, of the 
wages which he received, and of the diſcretion, fidelity, and 
diligence, which he maintained during the period of his pre. 
ceding ſervice ;z the engaging maſter to forfeit equal to x 
quarter of year's wages, and the ſervant as much, to the pa. 
Triſh fund, for every omiſlion of ſuch formality; to be re. 
covered at the inſtance of the caſhier of the ſeſſion, by the 
warrant of one juſtice of the peace, or other judge ordinary, 
in the ſame ſummary manner in which the fines are levied 
on the abſentees from the ſtatute labour on the roads, 

Thoſe who have been attentive to the operation of any 
new law, will be able perhaps to form a judgment of the e- 
fect of ſuch an eſtabliſhment, were it ſo framed as to admit 
of equal exccution in England and in Scotland. It does not 
appear that it could be attended with much inconvenience to 
either party; and, while it would, in general, prevent im. 
poſition on the maſter who engages, by an exaggerated ac- 
count of the wages paid by the laſt maſter, as is now ſo ge- 
nerally the caſe, it would, in many inſtances, have the effect 
of rendering the ſervant diſcreet and diligent during the 
term of his ſervice, when ſo much as a quarter's wages de- 
pended on his behaviour. 

Other improvements reſpecting diet, and the hours of a 
bour, might be ſuggeſted ; but it is probable the effect alone 
of the certificate may render theſe unneceflary : At any rate, 
if regulations reſpecting the contract between maſter aud 


tervant ſhall be taken under the conſideration of Legiſlature, 
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ery thing of this kind will be maturely digeſted, and ſuffi- 
cently provided for. 

By the nauſeous draught of train oil in Lapland, and the 
more diſguſting beverage of Otaheite, it may be inferred, 
that man cannot be ſatisfied with the ſimple element alone of 
water, From the different circumſtances concomitant on 
the exciſe law in England and in Scotland, it would not be 
lificult to inveſtigate why beer has been the prevailing drink 
zmong the peaſantry of the ſouthern, while ardent ſpirits 
has fo univerſally ob ained among the ſame rank in the 
northern end of the iſland, to which muſt be attributed their 
aſperated and contracted features, rather than to the influ- 
ence of their climate. 

The Secretary of State for this department, by the reſto- 
ration of its ancient families to their paternal torrunes ;z by 
ncreafing the independence of its Judges, particularly the 
Sheriff-lubttitutes, on whom the adminiſtration of juſtice 
zmong the poor ſo much depends; by providing for the in- 
tereſt of the ſeamen and their connections; and by the re- 
peal of the tax on water- borne coal, hath merited more of 
his native country than all his predeceſſors in office to- 
gether, Characters ſo highly reſpectable are unpo; ular 
only among the blindeſt of the mob. To him it would be 
eaſy to model the law in ſuch a manner, that beer, inſtead of 
whiſky, ſhould in a ſhort time be generally adopted by all 
the labouring people in Scotland; and, by this means, while 
he would contribute to maintain, in a high degree, the puri- 
ty of the morals, and the ſoundneſs of the conſtitutions of 
his countrymen, he would at the ſame time expand their 
countenances, and improve their whole exterior form to the 
higheſt elegance of ſymmetry and beauty. 
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NUMBER XXV. 


PARISH OF kILLIN. 


(CounTyY or PERTH.—PREsBYTERY of DUNKEL 
SYNOD OF PERTH AND STIRLING,) 


By the Rev, Mr PaTRrICK STUART, Miniſter, 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


bs e name of this pariſh is evidently Gaelic, and ſeems 
to ſignify the chapel, church- yard, or burying place 
af the pool“; the ruins of an old chapel, and the church- 
yard, being ſituated on a bank of the river of Lochy, and 
having one of the deepeſt pools in the river juſt behind 
them. From this circumſtance the pariſh ſeems to have de- 
rived its name; but as the word Killin may ſignify in Gaelic, 
too, the burying place of Fingal , a tradition prevails, owing 
probably to this very circumſtance, that that great hero of 
the Highlanders was interred here, and that it is thence that 
the pariſh derives its name. A ſmall eminence in the neigh- 
bourhood of the village of Killin; has been accordingly 
pointed out as his grave, but on being opened ſome years ago, 
no veſtige appeared of any perſons having been interred 
there. The pariſh is ſituated in the north-weſt corner of 
the county of Perth, in the diſtri& called Breadalbane, and 
in the preſbytery of Dunkeld, and ſynod of Perth and Stir- 
ling. 


* . Cilt-liun,  +-Cill-Fhinn, 
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ling, Tt is about 28 ſtatute miles in length, and, in moſt 
places, from 6 to 8 miles in breadth. It is bounded by the 
pariſh of Kenmore on the eaſt, by the pariſhes of Comrie and 
Balquidder on the ſouth, by the pariſh of Arrochar on the 
ſouth-weſt, by that of Clochandyſart or Glenorchay on the 
weſt, and by parts of the pariſh of Fortingal in Glenlyon on 
the north. From the pariſh church, which is ſituated in 
the village of Killin, at the weſt end of the lake called Loch- 
Tay, the pariſh extends 8 miles eaſt along the ſouth fide of 
that lake, and to the weſtward about 20 miles, through a 
ralley, the eaſt end of which is named Glendochart, and the 
weſt end of it Strathfillan. A village called Glenfalloch which 
breaks off from Strathfillan, and is about 7 miles in length, 
lying towards the ſouth-weſt, belongs alſo to the pariſh of 
Killin, Towards the north lies Glenlochy, a valley about 
10 miles in length. It is ſeparated by a ridge of mountains 
from Glendochart and Strathfillan, and runs parallel to them, 


terminating, like Glendochart, in a pretty extenſive plain, at 


the weſt end of Loch-Tay. Moſt of the farms in Gle:.lochy 
belong, according to the antient arrangement of theſe pa. 
riſhes, to the neighbouring pariſhes of Kenmore and Weem, 
but, from their vicinity, depend entirely on Killin for church 
privileges, though not formally annexed thereto, guoad /acra x 


and the cafe is the ſame with the farms to the eaſtward of | 


the village of Killin, for two'or three miles alongſt the north 
lide of Loch-Tay. 


Sail and Surface. — The ſoil of the greater part of this pa- 
riſh is light and dry, but abundantly fertile when the ſeaſon 
s favourable. As it lies moſtly on gravel, however, it is apt 
to be parched up in dry ſeaſons, particularly alongſt the de- 
Clivities of the hills. A conſiderable part of the foil in the 
parith too is wet and marſhy, This kind abounds u.oft in 
the plain which lies at the weſt end of Loch-Tay, and in the 
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bottoms of the valleys of Glenlochy and Glendochart, which 
are ſuhject to the overflowings of the rivers of Lochy and 
Dochart running through them. Theſe rivers, being ſud. 
denly ſwelled by the rains, deſcend frequently with confi. 
derahle impetuoſity, overflowing their banks, to the no ſmall 
| prejadice of the fields and meadows which lie along the ſides 
of them. The ſurface of the ground in the pariſh is gene. 
rally unequal. The bottoms of the valleys are moſtly level, 
conſiſting chiefly of meadows and arable ground. The hills 
riſe with a gentle ſlope; and are cultivated avd inhabited in 
many parts a good way up. They riſe, in many places, to 
conſiderable height, and carry rich graſs to the very rop. ln 
the higher parts of them, it is generally interſperſed with 
pretty rank heath, which the ſhepherds of late years hare 
been at pains in burning. and the ſheep, ſince the more ge- 
neral introduction of them into the country, contribute to 
keep under. 


Lakes and Rivers. Loch- Tay, by the fide of which a great 
part of the parith of Killin lies. is the only remarkable lake 
in the country. It is a freſh water lake, 15 Englith miles in 
length, and reckoned about a mile in breadth. It lies from 
weſt to eaſt, and out of it the river Tay iſſues. There is 
ano her lake at the weſt end of Glendochart, called Loch- 
dochart, It lies alſo from weſt to eaſt, is about 3 miles in 
length, and forms the boundary betwixt Strathfillan and Glen- 
dochart. The river of Fillan falls into the weſt end of it, 
after running for 7 miles through Strathfillan, and the river 
of Dochart iſſues out of it, which runs fer 8 miles through 
Glendochart, before it joins the Lochy and enters into 
Loch- Tay. The river of Lochy. runs for about 10 miles 
through Glenlochy. and theſe rivers of Lochy and Do- 
chart evidently give their names to each of the valleys 
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through which they run. They are but ſmall, and moſtly 
clear and rapid, being formed chiefly of the ſtreams that 
fall into them from the adjacent hills, There is another 
{mall river, named Falloch, which runs through Glenfalloch, 
and ſeems to give its name to that valley. It diſcharges it- 
ſelf into the north end of Lochiomoud, 


F;iſh.—Salmon and trout are the kinds of fiſh that abound 
moſt in the lakes and rivers of this pariſh, The ſalmon of 
Loch-Tay are rich and large; and it is a remarkable circum- 
ſtance reſpecting tl is lake, that, exccpiing for about two 
months in the middle of winter, the ſalnion are found clean 
therein during the whole year. They go welt the river Do- 
chart in conſiderable numbers in the ſpriug and fummer 
months, but few or none of them are found in the Lochy; 
owing probably to ſome conſiderable falls in that river. 
There are ſome trout of a large ſize found in Loch- I ay, but 
they are rare; and the trout in the rivers of Lochy and Do- 
chart, and in ſome lakes in the adjacent hills, though pretry 
numerous, are generally of a ſmall fize. Loch- I ay, and the 
rivers that fall into it, have alſo eels, pike, and perch in 
them. 'The char, too, are in the lake, but they ordinarily 
keep by the depths, ſo that they are ſeldom got but in the 
end of autumn and beginning of winter, when they proceed 
up the rivers in great numbers to ſpawn *. 


Hills and Wiods,—The pariſh of Killin abounds in high 
hills, 


* There is a circumſance not unworthy of notice, that the 
Carl of Breadalbane has, by his charters, the privilege of fiſh- 
ery tor ſalmon upon Loch- Lay at all featons, without any re- 
ſtraint from ſtatutory refiriction. This privilege is ſaid to have 
been intended, for ſupplying with fiſh the nuns of a convent 
upon the iſland at the eaſt end of Loch-Tay, founded, it is ſaid, 
by one of the Scottiſh Queens. 
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hills, which are not rocky, but covered with graſs and heyy 
in moſt parts to the tops of them. The higheſt mountain 
in the pariſh is Benmore, which is ſituated by the ſide gf 
Lochdochart, in the paſs betwixt Glendochart and Strath. 
fillan. Its figure is conical, and, by Stobie's map of the 
county of Perth, its elevation above the level of the ſea i; 
3903 feet. It was in former times a deer foreſt, but is now 
converted into a theep-walk, 

There is a conſiderable quantity of wood in the pariſh, 
both natural and planted ; and it thrives very well in moſt 
parts of it, Even in dStrathfiilan, and in the higher parts of 
the pariſh, where there is now rather a want of wood, it i; 
very evident it once abounded; the trunks of trees being ſo 
frequent in the ground, that the natives within theſe fey 
years made a practice of digging them up, and uſing them 
for light and fuel. The natural woods conſiſt chiefly of oak, 
aſh, hazel, alder, and birch; and the plantations of Scotch 
and filver fir, plane, beech, and elm. They are now moſily 
incloſed, and taken ſufficient care of by their ſeveral pro- 
prietors. 


Game, c.— There is a great variety of game, both in the 
woods and hills of the pariſh. The moſt numerous wild 
quadrupeds are hares of both kinds, the white and common 
hare. Roes are in ſome of the woods, but they are rare. 
Wild cats, martins, weaſels, badgers, and otters, are not un. 
cominon. Ihe fox, which was formerly ſo deſtructive to 
the ſheep of the country, is now moſtly extirpated.—Of 
the winged kind, tarmagans, dotterels, and plovers, are on 
the tops of the mountains; grous and black game in the 
hills; and partridges in the corn fields. The ravenous birds 
that prevail noſt, are eagles, hawks of different kinds, ra- 
vens, crows, and magpies. Ducks of various kinds, herons, 
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ſez-gulls, and wild geeſe, frequent the lakes and rivers, The 
cuckoo, lwallow, and other migratory birds that are common 
in the reſt of the internal parts of the kingdom, pay their 
annual vifit here. Some birds are found in this country, 
which are reckoned rare; as the ſcaup-duck, the water-rail, 
the ring-ouzel, the greater ſpotted wood-pecker, the nut- 
hatch, the greater and lefler red- polls, &c. 


Climate and Diſeaſes.— The climate is various, but generally 
moiſt and cold. This is much owing to the particular ſitu- 
ation of the pariſh. The diſtrict of Breadalbane, in which 
it lies, is one of the higheſt in Scotland, and fartheſt remo- 
red from the ſea *®; and as it abounds in high mountains, 
the clouds, floating in the atmoſphere, frequently break up- 
on the tops of them, and fall down in rain through the val- 
leys. The ſnow, too, reſts long upon the hills; and, owing 


to theſe circumſtances, the ſpring is generally late and cold. 
But when ſummer commences, by the reflection of the ſun 


from the adjacent hills, the heat is much greater than in le- 
vel countries, and vegetation advances with great rapidity, 
The diſeaſes that prevail moſt among the inhabitants are 
ſuch as are principally owing to the influence of climate, as 
rheumatiſms, pleurifies, &c. The people are, in general, 
however, very healthy, which is much owing to their ſober 
and induſtrious mode of living. Seventy and eighty years is 
not an uncommon age attained by them, and there have 
been more than one inſtance of perſons in the pariſh who 
have outlived their 1codth year within the preſent century, 

| The 


The height of this country is intimated by its name, Braid. 
Allainn being a Gaelic word, which ſignifies the higheſt part of 
Scotland; and as an evidence ot its height, it is to be obſerved, 
that at Carn.drom, in the weſt end of the pariſh, the waters 
_ and run partly into the eaſtern, and partly into the weſ- 
ern lea, 
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The great mortality, occaſioned in former years by the {mz} 
pox among the children, has been of late in a great nieafur 
prevented by the introduction of inoculation, 


State of Property. —The landed property of the pariſh i; 
divided among 5 proprietors, who all hold their lands of the 
Crown. More than half of the land in the pariſh is the 
Earl of Breadalbane's property. Mr Drummond of Perth 
has one farm therein, on which there is a feu of ſome acre, 
with a long leaſe; and the remainder is divided among three 
gentlemen, who have each of them a right to a frechold 
qualification in the county, have places of reſidence, and or. 
dinarily reſide in the parith., The valued rent of the whole 
Pariſh is 31151. 6s. 8d. Scots. The real rent amounts ty 
about 30001. Sterling, 


Cultivation and Produce, As this pariſh was never com. 
pletely ſurveyed, the exact number of acres it may compre- 
hend has not been aſcertained ; nor the proportion that the 
Paſture ground therein bears to the arable, The greatek 
part of the land is evidently calculated for paſture ; bu: 
there is alſo a conſiderable quantity of arable ground, which 
is kept in conſtant tillage, The principal crops raiſed in 
this pariſh are oats, peaſe, potatoes, flax, and bear or big, 
Oats and peaſe are ſown commonly from the beginning to 
the end of April; bear and potatoes from the beginning to 
the middle of May, A conſiderable quantity of flax is raited 
in the pariſh, and ſown about the end of April. The rot 
tion of crops ordinarily obſerved, is to ſow oats in lea ground, 
or after fallowing; potatoes or bear after oats; and flax at- 
ter bear or potatoes. The increaſe from theſe different kinds 
of ſeed varies much, according to the quality of the ground 
and the nature of the ſeaſon, Oats generally return from 
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3 to 4 after the grain ſown; barley and peaſe from 3 to 5 
potatoes from 10 to 16; and flax from half a ſtone to a ſtone, 
after the lippy of ſeed. Owing greatly to the ſcarcity of in- 
cloſures, turnips and ſown graſs are little cultivated in the 
pariſh, except by a few gentlemen, with whom they anſwer 
well. and who derive much benefit from them. The harveſt 
uſually begins about the middle of Auguſt, and the crop, 
except in very wet and cold ſeaſons, is ſecured by the end of 
September or beginning of October, 


Price of Grain and Proviſions, —The grain produced in 
this pariſh itſelf is never ſufficient for ſupplying its inhabi- 
tants with that article. There are, beſides, ſome hundred 
bolls of meal imported into it annually. The average price 
of oats here is 12s. of bear 16s, and of potatoes 4s. per 
doll. Oat meal is ordinarily fold at 16s. and bear meal at 
12s, per boll; but in the years 1782 and 1783, oat meal 
fold here at 11. 3s. and 11. 4s. per boll; and the different 
crops failed ſo far, in this and the adjacent countries, in 
theſe two ſeaſons, that the natives of this par ſn had been 
much at a loſs for meal at any price, were it not for ſome 
peaſe meal brought from the ſouth, which ſerved greatly to 
relieve their diſtreſs. The price of beef, mutton, veal, and 
pork, is generally regulated by the prices of our cattle mar- 
kets, being about 3 d. per lib. of 174 o0z.—Butter is ꝙ d. per 
lid. of 22 oz. tron weight.—Cheeſe varies in its price, ac- 
cording to its richneſs and age, being from s. to 78. per 
done of 22 lib. 


Price Labour. — The price of all kinds of labour is 
greatly advanced here of late years. The wages of men la- 
dourers are 1 8. a day from the iſt of March to the 1ſt of 
November, when they furniſh their own proviſions. Men 
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working at peats are allowed 8 d. per day, and women 64, 
with their meat. The, wages of a carpenter and maſon are 
from 18. 6 d. to 28. per day; of a taylor, 18. without mex, 
or 8d. with it. Domeſtic men-ſervants get from 31. t 
101. Sterling of wages, and women from 21, to 31. Ster. 
ling. 1 


Villages, &c.—Killin and Clifton are the only villages in 


this pariſh. 'The village of Killin is ſituated at the weſt end 
of Loch-Tay, betwixt the rivers of Lochy and Dochart, 


which j join a little to the eaſtward of the village, before they 
enter the lake. The windings of theſe rivers through the 
plain at the end of the lake, and the ſurrounding hills, in 
many parts ſkirted with wood, ſerve to render the ſituation 
of the village both pictureſque and ] leaſant. tn, ſummer, 
particularly, there 1s a variety i in the ſcene that moſt ſtran- 
gers are pleaſed with and it 5 one of thoſe landſcapes that 
Mr Pennant was fo much gratified with, as to give a view of 
it in his tour. The village 1 itſelf 3 is but ſmall, and formed 
on no regular plan. It contains only about 1 50 ſouls, but 
the diſtrict of country that furrounds it, is for ſeveral miles 
cloſely inhabited. Moſt 6f the villagers are tradeſmen, who 
have an acre of ground, alongſt with a houſe and garden, 
for each of which they pay rent to the Var of Breadalbane, 
Fhere are 6 fairs held here annually, at which a good nun- 
ber of cattle is ordinarily fold, with a conſiderable quantity 
of woollen and linen yarn, beſides a variety of other articles 
imported and exported out of the country. At Killin, too, 
the family of Breadalbane held their baron-bailie courts, for 
ſettling any little differences which may occur, and for main- 
taining order among their tenants. Clifton is a ſmall village, 
which lies in the weſt end of the pariſh. It contains about 
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200 perſons, who have hitherto earned their bread princi- 
pally in working at a lead mine in that neighbourhood. | 


Inns, Ale-houſes, &c There are ſeveral houſes in this pa- 
fiſh in which ale and ſpirits are fold, but none that deſerve 
to be termed inns except two, One of theſe is in the vil- 
lage of Killin, and the other at Tyndrum, in the weſt end of 
the pariſh, being a proper ſtage betwixt Killin and Daloaly 
in Glenorchay. A diſtillery, too, has been erected lately in 
the neighbourhood of the village of Killin, which is the on- 
ly one in the pariſh. 


Roads and Bridges. The diſtrict of Breadalbane, in gene- 
ral, in which the pariſh of Killin is fituated, is well ſupplied 
both with roads and bridges. The military road from Stir- 
ling to Fort William paſſes through a great part of this pa- 
rin; and the improvements made lately on that line of 
road, with the great order in which it is now kept, ſerve to 
render the communication of this country with the ſouth ot 
Scotland, and the weſt and north-weſt Highlands, eaſy and 
agreeable, The country roads through the pariſh were ori- 
ginally made, and are ſtill kept in repair, by the ſtatute la- 
bour, which is exacted in kind. 

State of the Church; — Lhe Earl of Breadalbane is ſole pa- 
tron of the pariſh, The church was built in 1744, and, 
vere it properly finiſhed within, might vie with moſt coun- 
try churches for ntatneſs and elegance. Beſides the pariſh 
church, which is ſituated in the village of Killin, there are 
two other chapels in the pariſh, the one at Strathſillan *, and 


Vor. XVII. 3 B the 


. There is a bell belonging to the Chapel of St Fillan, that 
Was in high reputation among the votaries of that ſaint in old 


rope it ſeems to be of ſome mixed metal. It is about a 
bot high, and of an oblong form. It ulually lay on a grave- 
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the other at Ardeonaig ; and it was cuſtomary for the mini. 
ſter of the pariſh to preach in the three places alternately, 


But 


% 


ſtone in the church-yard. When mad people were brought to 
be dipped in the Saint's Pool, it was neceſſary to perform cer. 
tain ceremonies, in which there was a mixture of Druidiſm and 
Popery. After remaining all night in th+ chapel, bound with 
ropes, the bell was ſet upon their head with great ſolemnit, 
It was the popular opinion, that, if ſtolen, it would extricate 
itſelf - out of the thief's hands, and return home ringing all the 
way. For ſome years paſt this bell has been locked up, tg 
prevent its being uſed to ſuperſtitious purpoſes. 

It is but juſtice to the Highlanders to ſay, that the dipping 
of mad people in St Fillan's Pool, and uſing the other ceremo- 
nies, was common to them with the Lowlanders, The origin 
of the bell is to be referred to the moſt remote ages of the 
Celtic churches, whoſe miniſters ſpoke a diale& of that lan- 
guage. Ara Trode, one of the molt antient Icelandic hillo- 
rians, tells us, in his zd chapter, that when the Norwegians firlt 
planted a colony in Ireland, about the year 870, Eo tempore 
erat Iſlandia ſilvis concreta, in medio montium et littorum: 
« Tum erant hie viri Chriſtiani ; quos Norwegi Papas appel. 
ant: et illi peregre profecti ſunt, ex eo quod nollent eſſe hie 
% cum viris Ethnicis, et relinquebant poſt ſe nolas et baculcs: 
« ex illo poterat diſcerni quod eſſent viri Chriſtiani.” Na and 
hajula both ſignify hand- bells. See Du Cange. Giraldus 
Cambrenſis, who viſited Ireland about the end of the 12th cen. 
tary, ſpeaks thus of theſe relicts of ſuperſtition : “ Hoc non 
« praetereundum puto, quod campanas, bajulas baculoſque 
« ſanorum ex ſuperiore parte recurvos, auro et argento alt 
nere confectos, tam Hiberniae et Scotiae quam et Givalliae 
* populus et clerus in magna reverentia habere ſolet; ita ut 
« juramenta ſupra haec, longe magis quam ſuper evangelia, & 
<<, praeſtare,, vereaptur et perjurars., Ex vi enim quodam oe. 
* cuha, et-iis quaſi divinitus inlita, nec non et vindicta (cvjus 
% praccipue fancti ilii appetibiles eſſe videntur) plerumque po- 
« niuntur contemptores.“ Ie elſewhere ſpeaks of a bell in 


Ireland, endowed with the fame Joco-motive powers as that of 


St Fillan. Topog. Hiber. L. 3. c. 33. & L. 2. c. 23. For in 
the 18th century it is curious to meet with things, which. Aſdo- 
niſhed Giraldus, the moſt credulous af, mortals, iu the 121, 8: 
Fillan is ſaid to have died in 649. In the 1oth year o 
reign, Robert the Bruce granted the chürch of Killin in Glen. 
dochart to the Abbey of Inchaffray, on cond tion that ons 
the canons ſhould officiate in the kirk of Strathfillan. 


Bat 2 miſlionary is now eſtab iſhed in each of theſe ſtations, 
with a ſalary cf gol. Sterling, ariſing chiefly from funds 
mortified by the late Lady Glenorchay, and left under the 
management of the Society tor Propagating Chriſtian Know- 
edge, together with a manſe and giebe from the Earl of 
Breadalbane. The miſſion at Strachfillan, in the welt end 
of the pariſh, comprehends alſo the adjacent parts ot the 
pariſh of Glenorchay; and that at Ardeonaig to the eaſtward 
takes in the neighbouring parts of the paiiſh-s of Kenmore 
and Weem. The legal ſtipend of Killin is 55 l. 118. 14 d. 
Sterling, with a manle, office-houſes, and glebc. The heri- 
tors give belides 35 l. 18s. 8 d. Sterling of a gratuitous do» 
nation; and the patron allows 61. Sterling tor diſpenſing 
the facriment annually. The preient iucumbent was or- 
dained affiſtant and ſucceſſor io his father in the year 1780, 
ſucceeded him in 1789, and is the fourth that has been in 
the living ſince the Revolution, - Excepting one family of 
Roman Catholics, there are no ſectaries of any denonunation 
in the parith, 


Schools. The pariſh ſchoolmaſter here has a ſalary of 10 l. 
dterling trom the hericors, which, with ſchool dues, and 
ſome per quiſites as ſeſſion- clerk, wakes iis living a little bet- 
ter than 20 1, Sterling annually. He has alſo a houſe and 
garden, and has ordinarily about 70 ſcholars, ſeveral of 
whom learn Latin, Greek, and French with him. There 
are 3 other ſchoolmaſters in the pariſh, who teach only the 
reading of Engliſh and Gaelic, with writing and arithmetic ; 
and 3 ſchoolmiſtreſſes, for teaching ſewing and knitting of 
ſtockings, One of theſe ſchoolmaſters has a ſalary of 141. 
Sterling from the Society for Propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, and each of the other two has 8 l. Sterling from the 
daciety, and 51. from the Earl of Breadalbane; and the 
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ſchoolmiſtreſſes have each of them 5 1. Sterling from the 80. 
ciety annually. 


; Por. — The average number of poor receiving alms in this 
pariſh, and the adjacent parts of the pariſhes of Kenmore 
and Weem, is about 80, The annual fund for their relief 
is about 30 l. produced by the coileCtions in church upon 
Sundays, mort-cloih dues, fines on delinquents, and the in- 
tereſt of a ſmall ſum appropriated tor their uſe. About 19 
of theſe are confined to bed, who receive the greateſt part 
of their ſubſiſtence from the charity of their neighbours in 
more affluent circumſtances. Here it is but doing juſtice to 
the inhabitants to obſerve, that they are, in general, remark- 
ably charitable. The noble family ot Breadalbane, in parti 
cular, deſerve much praiſe. For many years paſt, they have 
been in the uſe of giving meal annually to the poor of the 
pariſhes ot Killin and Kenmore, to the amount of above 100 
bolls. A great number of beggars from the neighbouring 
counties infeſt the pariſh, particularly in the ſummer and 
harveſt months, many of whom are neither needful nor de- 
ſerving of charity, 


Population, By a late ſurvey, there are at preſent 2360 
ſouls in the pariſh, 1135 of whom are males, and 122; fe- 
males. Among theſe are 36 weavers, 22 taylors, 19 ſhoe- 
makers, 14 wrights, 9 flaxdreſſers, 7 merchants, 6 ſmiths, 
and 2 bakers. There are 1136 inhabitants in the adjacent 2 
parts of the pariſhes of Kenmore and Weem. It might be WW 
apprehended that this pariſh has been greatly depopulated 
within theſe 60 years, by the union of farms, and the num- N 
ber of ſheep introduced into it; and it muſt be admitted, b 
that, owing to theſe cauſes, the number of the people has * 
Þ.decreaſed conũderabiy in the higher parts of the pariſh vb. 
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n that period, But, ſo far as the population of the pariſh is 
to be judged of from the ſeſſiau records, it may be conciuded, 
that it has increaſed in the lower parts thereof, and particu- 
arly in the village of Killin, with the diſtrift of country 
that ſurrounds it, nearly in the ſame proportion in which it 
has decreated in the higher perts. The regiſter of births in 
the pariſh has been kept with much exactneſs during the 
period ſpecified, from which it appears, that the total num- 
ber of births in the pariſh for 60 years, preceding the year 
1790, amounts to 6916, at the annual average of 115, with 
little difference. An abſtract of the births and marriages in 
the pariſh, for 10 years preceding the yrar 1790, is i bjomed. 
Owing to the. number of places of interment, no reg. ſter of 


deaths has been ever kept in the pariſh. 
Years. Births, Marriages, 
1780 120 17 
1781 128 22 
1782 107 19 
1783 59 21 
1784 136 29 
1785 120 20 
1786 8 wy 129 24 
1787 u no -; 23 | 
1788 9418 45 . 
1789 129 330 
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Number of Horſes, Sc. — The number of horſes in the pa- 
iin is computed to be about 400, and of black cattle from 
17380 to 1800, They are moſtly of the Highland breed, 
except a few of the lowland or mixed breed, kept by ſome of 
the gentlemen and better farmers, Stocking with ſheep is 
now become ſo prevalent, that all the extenſive grazings in 
this country are laid under them. 'The number of ſheep 
ſuppoſed to be in the pariſh, at preſent, is from 26,000 to 
27,000, and all of them of the Linton breed. Since pota- 
toes have become more plentiful, ſwine have become more 
numerous. There are about 150 of them at preſent in this 
pariſh, 


Mines, Minerals, &c.—The only mine in the pariſh is a 
lead-mine, which has been wrought at Carn-drom, in the 
welt end of it, for theſe 40 years paſt. But it is given up 
for the preſent, which proves a temporary inconvenience to 
a number of poor people in the village of Clifton, in its 
neighbourhood, who depended chiefly for their ſubſiſtence 


upon the employment they got io it. There are no mineral 


ſprings of any note in the pariſh. Search has been repeat- 
edly made for coals, but hitherto without ſucceſs. Peats, 
and ſome barren timber, are the only fuel uſed. Lime-ſtone 
abounds in moſt parts of the pariſh, 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —Towards the beginning of the 
preſent century, the people of the country were rather averſe 
to induſtry. The ſpirit of clanſhip which prevailed was 


very unfavourable to it. The different clans ſpent a great 
part of their time in avenging themſelves of each other; the 


man who could beſt handle his ſword and his gun was deem- 
ed the prettieſt fellow; and the attentive induſtrious man 
Was a character held in a degree of contempt. The people, 
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in general, were conſequently poor, rents were ill paid, and 
ſometimes not at all, The family of Breadalbane, who wers 
ſuperiors of the country, adopted very wiſe plans for its in. 
provement. A Sheriff-ſubſtitute was got to Killin for ſet. 
tling differences; a check was given to knavery; the ſober 
and induſtrious among the people were ſupported and en. 
couraged ; and the turbulent and irregular expelled the coun. 
try, to which they were ſo much attached, that it was rec. 
koned no ſmall puniſhment by them. Theſe means, toye. 
ther with the happy change in the times, have had ver 
good effects. The people of Breadalbane are now ſober, re. 
gular, and induſtrious. They are, in general, rather in ealy 
than affluent circumſtances. They pay their rents punctul. 
ly, and live comfortably. Moſt of the farms in the lower 
parts of the pariſh are divided among feveral tenants, The 
arable and paſture ground being ſeparated, each has his own 
diviſion of the arable, and their cattle feed in common in the 
paſture ground. In this manner they live harmoniouſly to- 
gether; and poſſeſſions deſcend, particularly on the Breadal- 
bane eſtate, from father to ſon, Gaelic is the language gene- 
rally ſpoken in the country ; but moſt of the younger people 
underſtand leſs or more of the Engliſh language, and can 
converſe in it. They make a practice, when young, ot g0- 
ing for ſeveral years to ſerve in the low country, principally 
for the purpoſe of learning the Engliſh language. The ge- 
nerality of the people are lively and intelligent, without be- 
ing turbulent, have a competent ſhare of knowledge, and at. 
tend religious ordinances regularly, and with great decorum. 
Scarcity of fuel, and diſtance from markets, are the principal 
diſadvantages to which this pariſh is ſubject; but the It of 
theſe diſadvantages is now greatly alleviated by the goodnels 
of the roads leading into it, and paſſing through it. 
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Situation, Name, and Extent, 


* HE name of this pariſh was anciently written Aber- 
he buthenoth, as app-ars from ſeveral old writings extant 
(0+ in the neighbourhood ; but whence it could be derived is un- 
a. WY certain, as there is no river, or rivulet, whole influx within its 
e. bounds could have occaſioned it, if we except one called Fo- 
ple Bi thy or Forthy, which falls into the river Bervy, on the weſ- 
an Bi tern boundary of the pariſh 3 but that rivulet has born its 
0. preſert name above 000 years in the bounding charters of 
ily WM fome neighbouring eſtates. Perhaps the river Bervy, of vid, 
ve» WY tay have born another name, which occaſioned the name of 
es WH Aberburhenoth, by its influx into the ſea, which is about a 
at. Wi Quarter of a mile below the extremity of this pariſh. 
Ms The pariſh is nearly of an oblong triangular form. with the 
pal WF exception of two farms which form a projection ſouthward 
of Will of the water of Bervy, which is the boundary of the reſt of 
els Will that fide, dividing it from the pariſhes of Bervy and Garvock, 
dre miles in length. | 

Upon the welt (ide it is bounded by the pariſhes of Fordun 
M- and Glenbervy, or the great hollow of the Mearns, the rivers 
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Bervy and Forthy forming this line of diviſion, for the mof 
part about three miles in length; and on the north eaſt fide 
is bounded by the parifhes in Glenbervy and Kinneff, about fx 
miles in length, back to the river Bervy, where the ſouther; 
boundary commenced, forming a ſharp angle near the mouth 
of that river, 


Surface, The ſarface is unequal, prefenting particular 
two riſing grounds or ridges, with hollows or valleys betwixt 
them, and the boundaries of the pariſſi on each fide, where 
the ground again riſes to ſtill greater height. The one of 
theſe ridges commences at the eaſtern angle, running weſt 
ward about two miles, where the other begins a little ob- 
liquely upon the one fide toward the Bervy river, forming: 
wide hollow betwixt it and the northern boundary, which 
reaches to the weſtern boundary, and joins the hollow of the 
Mearns. The narrow valley in which Bervy river runs, i 
highly pictureſque and beautiful, containing the manſions of 
Arbuthnot and Allardyce, with the church ſituated between 
them. 


Soil.— The ſoil is various. Along the ſouthern valley i 
is ſtrong clay; upon the riſing grounds above mentioned it 
is light land; and in the bottom of the northern valley it i 
wet and ſwampy, being moſtly in rough paſture ; but the 
fields toward the northern boundary, where the ground agai 
giſes, are more dry, and of a lighter ſoil. 
| The air, in general, is moiſt, owing to the nature and po- 
fition of the ſurface, its natural wetneſs and exhalations from 
the ſtreams with which it is watered ; yet it has never been 
obſerved to be particularly unfavourable to health; and the 
inhabitants, in general, are of good ſize, and many of then 
live to a great age. 

Mineral. 
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Minerals —Within this pariſh there are ſeveral freeſtone 
quarries of excellent quality. In one ſpot there is a rock full 
of peebles, with ſome green jaſper, of conſiderable beauty. 
No coal nor lime-ſtone have ever been here diſcovered ; but 
ſome chalybeate fprings indicate the preſence of iron. 


Fuei.— The common fuel of the farmers is coal brought 
from the Frith of Forth, and landed at ſome of the neigh- 
bouring creeks upon the coaſt, The fuel of the poorer ſort 
is a coarſe ſort of turf from the moors, and ſtill a worſe peat 


ſod dug from the moraſſy grounds. 


Heritors, &c.—The proprietors are four in number, of 
whom only one is reſident, the Viſcount of Arbuthnot, By 
2 map of the county, executed in 1774, it appears that there 
ue in this pariſh 7785 Scotch acres, or 9893, Engliſh, of 
which about one third may be ſuppoſed arable, the reſt being 
wet rough paſture and moor. The moſt of the land lies 
open. The rent is various, according to the different ſoils 
and progreſs of improvement, from 1 l. to 78. 6 d. per acre, 
zable, with the paſture gratis. The rent of the whole pariſh 


is about 1900 I. Sterling, of which a conſiderable part is 
victual, 


Phughs. —According to the old manner of eſtimating the 
extent of farms by ploughs of four horſes, there are here 
reckoned 54 ploughs ; of theſe there are 14 poſſeſſions rated 
at 2 ploughs each; twenty-two of one plough each; five of 
half a plough; and 6 of a quarter each. At preſent, moſt 
part of the ground is tilled by the common foot-plough, with 
four horſes, or ſix oxen, and ſome of the improved ground 
vith two horſes. But oxen are little uſed for the plough, 
though 


e „ A a, 
f W 
e : 
* = S « 


TOY. <1, - 


AE 


8 


KN el SED 


388 Statiſtical Account 


though many are reared for ſale. The whole number 
oxen ploughs is 13. 


The number of draught horſes is 228 
Saddle, ditto - - - 4 
Carriage, ditto - - 9: 

| — 238 
Oxen and ſteers - - 610 
Cows and queys — 5 0: © 4< 

POO PR 

Sheep - 7 2 208 


Produce. The produce of the pariſh is more than (uf. 
ficient for its own ſupply. The moſt general crops of grun 
are oats and bear, with a little barley and wheat Turny 
and potatoes are likewiſe very general, A conſiderable quan- 
tity of clover and rye-graſs now begins to be fown, though net 
ſo much as is neceſſary to good farming, upon even the in- 
proved lands; the ground not being ſufficiently reſted, and tro! 
the horſes chiefly fed upon ſtraw. Upon the eſtate of Al. 
lardyce, very conſiderable im; rovements have taken place un- dif 
der the direction and encouragement of Mr Barclay of Ury, 


nul 
now proprietor of theſe lands. By the leaſes granted by hin | 
for the laſt fourceen years, the tenants are bound to a mode co: 
of cropping the improved ground; to diy;de it into a courſe Li 
of four, five, or ſix crops, with a reſtriction not to take ore to 
crops of grain than the rotation of fix admitted, viz. turnip, art 


barley, and graſs, not leſs than two years, to be broken up tr) 
with two ſucceſſive crops of grain of different kinds each 

year; and if any of theſe be wheat, it muſt be the firſt after in 
graſs. As might be expected, the tenants have cholen to 
hold the courſe of fix, preferably to the four or five years. 
(lhe information in this article is furgiſhed by Mr Barclay 
himſclt). By theſe judicious rules the value of the eſlate i 
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ſo increaſed, that the tenants at preſent would be able to pay 
nearly four times the rent that was paid twenty years ago. 

A great bar to improvement in this pariſh, is the want of 
roads, there being hardiy a track in it which deſerves chat 
name. f 

Of late, the practice of farmers letting ground to cottagers 
who do their work begins to be here laid atide, as cvery 
where elſe through the country; by which, in a ſhort time, 
there muſt be a great deficiency of hands propcr;y trained to 
ꝛgriculture; and ſervauts drawn from towns, neither poſſ-is 
that hardy vigour, temperance, nor induitry, 10 requitre to 
the employment of the huſbandman, The ordinary wages 
of a farm ſervant, or ploughman, living in his maſter's tamily, 


is froi:: $ to 10 |], per annum, Ihe wages of a labourer 18. 


per day, without victuals, or 8 d. wi « chem. The women 
are much employed in ſpinning coarie flax to manufacturers 
in Montrolez by which they have, for ſome time, gained 
from 3 8. to 4 8. per week. The wages of a woman farm ſer- 
vant is from 3 l. 10 8. to 4 l. per annum, with a conſiderable 
dificulty of procuring them from the increaſed profit by ma- 
nut ctures. 

There is a ſmall quantity, from 400 to 500 yards of the 
coarſeſt linen manufactured here, and bleached at home. 
Likewiſe a ſmall quantity of ticking and ſacking, from 200 
to 300 yards, at 10 d. and 1 8. to 18. 3 d. per yard, Theſe 
are for home ule, and for ſale at the fairs through the coun- 
try. 

There are no villages in the pariſh, except about 20 houſes 
in one place, moſtly occupied by tradeſmen. Tradeſmens 
wages, ſuch as maſons and carpenters, is 1 8. 6d. or 1 s. 8 d. 


per day. 


Population, — With regard to population, there has never 
| been 
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been any exact regiſter of births kept here, and no rege / 
of burials at all. her 
The total number of ſouls in the yetr 1774 was 1040, He 


and three years ago it was preciſely the ſame. At proſe 
there is only one more. 

The number of males is - 494 

Females - - - 547 


— 104 


Of theſe under 10 years of age, males 104 


gp — females 147 
— 251 
Bachelors, houſeholders, — 15 
Widows - - — — 47 
Widowers — — - 15 
Gardeners - - - 4 
Wrights and houſe carpenters - 7 
Maſons - - - a 2 
Taylors 2 — — 5 
Shoemakers - - . 8 
Weavers - - - 20 
Dyer - - I 
Millers (at 3 corn-mills) — 4 
Smiths (ſmiths ſhops being 5) — 7 
Shop-keepers — 2 
Wheelwrights - - - 2 
Cooper ” - — - I 
Carrier - - - - I 
There are inhabited houſes -. 230 1 
Of which inhabited by ſingle perſons 29 c 
Houſes of 2 inhabitants, chiefly old 0 
people, and newly married . 8 
Of 3 inhabitants - - 29 
Ale- houſes - - - 2 
VUninhabited houſes (cauſe, removal of 
cottagers) — — . 6 


The 


240; 


of Arbuthnat, 391 


The general character of the people is induſtrious and ſo- 
her, little diſpoſed to change of place or employment. 
Hence the population has been ſo ſtationary. 


Ecclefraftical tate. With refpe&t to the eccleſiaſtical ſtate 
of the pariſh : The Viſcount of Arbuthnot is patron of the 
church. The clergyman has a living of 64 bolls of meal 
and bear, and about 421, Sterling, beſides a ſmall glebe of 
little value. The preſent incumbent was ſettled in the year 
1780, The church is a very antient fabric of aſhlar work, 
but now in very bad repair. The manſe is almoſt ruinous, 
but is about to be repaired. To the church is adjoining an 
zyle of beautiful antique workmanſhip, which was built by 
an Alexander Arbuthnot, (deſigned, in the appendix to Spo- 
tiſwood's Hiſtory), brother to the Baron of Arbuthnot, and 
parſon of Arbuthnot and Logie Buchan. He was elected 
the firſt Proteſtant Principal of the King's College, Aber- 
deen, in the year 1569. The lower part of this ayle was in- 
tended, and has been uſed as a burial place for the family of 
Arbuthnot. And in the upper part was a well finiſhed a- 
partment, filled with books chiefly in divinity, many of 
which remained there till of late. This was Mr Arbuth- 
not's library, which he bequeathed for the uſe of the clergy 
of the Mearns. There are 42 Epiſcopalians in the pariſh, 
and no other diſſenters. 


Poor. —The number of poor in the pariſh is about 20. 
The proviſion for them conſiſts of the collections at the 
church, amounting annually to about 16 1. and the intereſt 
of ſome mortifications and ſeat rents, amounting to 111. 108. 
making in whole about 27 l. 10s. 


School, The pariſh ſchoolmaſter has an endowment of 


51. 178. 8 d. Sterling, together with 10 bolls 3 firlots of 
| g meal. 
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ty, poſſeſſed of very extenſive property there. Among the 
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meal. This ſchool was formerly noted as a much frequent. 
ed ſeminary for boys from all the country round, who wert 
here boarded with the ſchoolmaſter. At preſent both ſ{chod 
aud ſchool-houſe, like all the reſt of the public buildings 
here, are in ſo bad repair as to be unfit for the reception of 
any perſon, 


Antiquities.—Under the article of antiquities and antient 
records, it is generally believed that ſeveral intereſting parti. 
culars might be had from the old writings of the family of 
Arbuthnot, if acceſs could be got to them, here is in ge. 
neral circulation, in the neighbourhood, a paper, of which 
the original remains with that family, bearing to be a judi- 
cial proof led by an eccleſiaſtical ſynod in the year 1206, 
with reſpect to part of the property now belonging to them, 
in which ſeveral circumſtances are deſerving of attention; 
particularly, therein mention is made of water corn-mills 
having been of a date prior to that period, which is contrary 
to the opinion of ſome of our late hiſtorians. 

There is no viſible remain of antiquity within this pariſh, 


except ſome lines of a rampart thrown up in a regular man- 


ner upon a projecting point near to Bervy river, which is faid 
to have been the reſidence of a family of the name of Gel- 
lendris, who bequeathed the property to the Archhiſho of 
St Andrews, to whoſe ſucceſſors a feu-duty is till paya''le by 
the preſent proprietor. But this fortification has as much 
the appearance of being Roman, and bears the general name 
of the Caſtledykes to this day. 

Eminent Men. In former times this pariſh was no: deſi- 
cient in producing men eminent in public life. T. frwily 
of Sibralds of Kuir was one of the moſt antient in ihe cout 


lak 


aft of them was Dr David Sibbald, who having been pre- 
ceptur to the Duke of Glouceſter, ſon to King Charles I. 
ſuffered much on account of his loyalty in the civil wars, 
was impriſoned in London, and had his eſtate forteited. 
However, he lived to ſee the reſtoration of King Charles II. 
and died in his own houſe of Kair, in the year 1661. 

It alſo deſerves to be mentioned, that the celebrated Dr 
Arbuthnot, phyſician to Queen Anne, and one of the trium- 
virate with Mr Pope and Dr Swift, derived his birth and 
early education from this pariſh, He was fon to Alexander 
Arbuthnot miniſter here, who was deprived for non- con- 
formity in the year 1689, Dr Arbuthnot received the firſt 
part of his educatien at the pariſh ſchool of Arbuthnot, 
from whence he and his elder brother Robert (afterwards a 
banker at Paris) removed to the Mariſchal College of Aber- 
deen, about the year 1680, x 


Language. As the names of the different farms in this pa- 
riſh are, tor the moſt part, of Gaelic original, it would ſeem 
that, in former times, the Gaelic language had generally pre- 
vailed here, To perſons acquainted with that language, 
theſe names all appear to be deſcriptive of the ſituation and 
circumſtances which diſtinguiſh the ſeveral places. Much in- 
formation might poſſibly be derived from this ſource, joined to 
the written evidence connected with the diſtrict, where pro- 
perty has been more fixed than in moſt parts of the county. 
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NUMBER XXVII. 


PARISH OF TURREFF. 


(PatsBrYTERY oF TuUrnErr,—SyNoOD anD County 
ABERDEEN.) 


| 


By Ar. EXANDER SIMPSON, Schoolmaſter, King- Edward, 
Now one of the Miniſters of Old Aberdeen, 


Situation. . 
\ 
| FTER a courſe of many miles from weft to eaſt, the 4 


Doveron, by altering- its direction to the north wel 
forins an acute angle; and, winding through a beau iful and 
fertile vale, continues to flow in that direction, till it falls in 
to the ſea at Buff. which is about 10 Englith miles diſtant 
from this place. On the ſouth a d calt fides of this angle, 
lies the par th of iurreff, that of Forglen of Old Townat 
being contained within it, on the oppofite bank of the rivet, 
Near the angular point, where the Bur- of Turrett falls te 
to the Doveron, ſtand the t:wn and kirk of Turreff, from 
whence to the extremities of the pariſh, the diſtance 0 al 
ſides, except weſtward, is nearly the ſame and no where es- 
ceeds 45 Englith miles; fo that a circl-, of which the tom 
of Lurreff is the center, and the radius 45 miles, will in 
clude both this pariſh, and a great part of that of Forglen. 
The other neighbouring pariſhes are Alvah, King-Edwath 
Monquhiter, Auchterliit, and Inverkeithing. 
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Name, Antiquities, &&'c,— According to ſome, Turreff, in 
the Gaelic language, ſignifies towers. According to others, 
it ignifies a mount or height. The fituation of the town, 


and the vulgar pronunciation, Torra.' an old law term ſigni- 
fring a mount, favour the laſt ſuppoſition, But the former 
is no leſs probable, becauſe near the church. yard gate, and 
on the ſouth fide of the ſtreet betwixt it and the croſs, part 
of the vaults of an ancient tower is to be ſeen, from which, 
or ſe me building of that kind, the weſt end of the town is 
ſill called the Caſtlehill. 


It is highly probable that Lathmon, the Pictiſn prince, 


whom Cſſian celebrates, had his feat in this par ſh. Not 
only do Lathers and Durlathers bear a itrong retcmblance 
to Lathmon and Dunlathmon, but the laridſcape drawn by 
rature exactly correſponds with the delcription of the poet, 
We muy oblerve on the bank of the river, “ the green 
« dwelling of Lithmon,” We may wander, with“ the blue- 
«ey'd Cutha in the vales of Luniathmour 3” and the halls of 
Nuath are only wanting to realue the deicription of the dy. 
ind Oithſna. High walls rife on the bank of Durranna, 
and ſee their mofly towers in the Hream.“ A rock aſcends 


behind them with © its berding firs.” On a term adjoining 


to Lathers are the remains of a Druid temple, e 
A ſpot of ground on the jouth fide of the town called 
Temple-brae, and a houſe called 'Vemple feu give reaſon to 


ſuppoſe, that the Knights-templars once had a footing in this 


place. This is the more probable, as ſome of the old pro- 
prietors of this houſe, held their charters from the Lords 
Torphichan, to whom. a conſiderable part of their lands had 
been given by the Crown, after the order of Knights, tem- 
plars was diſſolved in the beginning of the 14th century, 
Some houſes called Abbey-land, Maiſon-Dieu, or houſe of 
refuge, point out the ſituation of an hoſpital or alms-houle, 

founded 
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founded here in 1272, by Alexander Cumin Farl of Buchan, 
This hoſpital was, among others, dedicated (San Congam) 
to St Congan, ſuppoſed to be the tutelary ſaint of the place, 
from whom one of the annual fairs held here is called 
Cowan Fair. It was endowed with an yearly payment of ; 
chalders of grain, inſtead of the tethes of the Caſtle of Ke. 
nedar, and a piece of lavd called Knockaibie. This piece 
of land. according to the deſcription of its ſituation and 
marches, in the charter of foundation, comprehended all the 
lands, except Balmellie, preſently aſtricted to the Mill of 
Turreff. The hoſpital was to contain a maſter and 6 chap- 
lains, whoſe office it was to ſay daily prayers for the ſouls df 
the dend, and who were to appear in the dreſs of ſecular 
monks. Out of its revenues the maſter was appointed to 
furniſh with a qwelling houſe, and to maintain 13 decayed 
huſbandmen from the country of Buchan, The hofpital was 
to be a ſanctuary for criminals z but the maſter was bound to 
deliver up for trial all manifeſt malefactors; and if any of the 
People of the lands belonging to the hoſpital (over which the 
Earl of Buchan retained the right of criminal juriſdiction) 
ſhould be capirally convict d. their eſcheat was to belong to 
the hoſpital. This charter is dated at Kellie, on Sunday at- 
ter Candlemas 1272, in preſence of William Earl of Mar, 
Lord Allan Hoftear, Lord Regenalde Chen, Lord Andres 
of Garmack. Lord Philip of Melgredam, Meldrum of that 
Ik, fſequeſtr»ted by Urquhart of Meldrum, Lord John of 
M -lville, Lord William of Melgdrum, Walter, rector of the 
church of Foverne. and Robert de Lylie, rector of the church 
of Slains, &c. By another charter, dated at Kenkell the 
16th of October 1328. in preſence of Randolph Earl of Mo- 
rav, Alexander Frater, Robert de Keith Marſhall, Gilbert 
Hay Conſtable, &c. it appears that this hoſpital was farther 
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endowed, by King Robert Bruce, with the land of Petts “, 
for the maintenance of a chaplain to ſ.y maſs for the ſoul of 
his brother Nigell Bruce, who was taken priſoner by the 
Engliſh, about the year 1306, when the Caſtle of Kildrum- 
mie, where he then reſided, fell into their hands, and was 
by them afterwards put to death f. 

Except ſome traditionary reports concerning a bead- houſe, 
which was a relict of it, there is no farther mention made of 
this hoſpital as a ſeparate eſtabliſhment : Nor is it of nuch 
importance to know how far its revenues were applied to the 
original purpofes of its inſtitution. From a clauſe in the 
charter of foundatiori, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the 
hoſpital was intended to be under the adminiſtration of the 
parſon of the pariſh, And it is the more probable, that the 
rarſons or prebends of 'Lurreft had been always the maſters 
of the hoſpital ; as it appears from ſeveral records, that the 
lat ds with which it was endowed by the Earl of Buchan, 
continued in their poſſeſſion from the beginning of the 15th 
century to the time of the Reformation g. 

In 1511, by a charter under the Great Seal, James King 
of Scots, out of love and tavour to Thomas Dickſon prebend 
of Turray, and for building and improvements about the pa- 
riſh kirk of 'Turray, and the accommodation of the lieges 
reſorting to the ſaid kirk, with conſent of William Earl of 
Errol as patron, creates the whole kirk-lands, village, and 
glebe of the ſaid kirk of Turray into a free burgh of barony ; 
and pives power to the inhabitants to have bakers, brewers, 
butchers, &c.; with power alſo to have in the ſaid burgh, free 
burgeſſes, and power to theſe to chooſe yearly, with conſent 


of the prebend, bailies, and other office bearers, ſor the go- 


vernmenk 


In the pariſh of Fyvie. 
T Buch. lib, 8 30. 


See Chalmer's Dictionary, at the word Hoſpital. 
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vernment of the ſaid burgh ; with power alſo to the burgeſſes 
and inhabitants, to hold weekly markets at the market croſs 
on Sunday, and public fairs at the feaſt of St Peter, called 
Lammas, and of St Congan, with the whole tolls, liberties, 
and privileges of free markets. Ac cum poteſtate et li. 
« centia praefato magiſtro Thomae et ſucceſſoribus ſuis prae. 
« fatae eccleſiae praebendariis, aſſidandi terras ſuas eccleſiaſti. 
« cas, villam, et glebam antedictam in toto vel in parte, in 
« particulas burgales haereditarie, pro aedificatione ſuper ei. 
cc dem facienda in proficium dictac ecclefiae et praebenda- 
t riorum ejuſdem, vel ſaltem fine detrimento eorundem. 
Among other privileges, the feuers had the uſe and bene. 
fit of ſeveral pieces of land, viz, a piece of land on the banks 
of Doveron, called Dundabby ; another called Feerward; 
another called Feuer-fold; another called Dargs-told, or 
Monks-land ; the haugh called Partyoke-vale ; two lots of 
barren ground, called Back-hill and Common-mires, and the 
black Elden moſs for fuel. Some of theſe they {till enjoy, 
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Church, School, Poor, c. A new church has been built 
here this ſeaſon (1794) in a fituation removed from the bu- 
rying ground, and of a conſtruftion more commodious for 
the people, as well as ornamental to tke place, than the old 
church; the latter, 120 feet by 18. The eaſt end of it, in- 
cluding the quire, chancel, and veſtry, bears ſome marks of 
antiquity, and was formerly divided from the reſt of the 
building by a row of balliſters. 

Since the admiſſion of Mr William Stuart, the preſent in- 
cumbent, in 1767, the manſe and office- houſes have been all 
rebuilt; and are at preſent in good repair. 

The living, excluſive of the glebe, is 501. in money, and 
80 bolls of meal and bear, 
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The preſent ſchool-houſe was the Epiſcopal Chapel in 1745, 
when a party of the Duke of Cumberland's army demoliſh- 
ed the ſeats and pulpir, and were prevented from ſetting fire 
to the houſe itlelt by the interceſſion of Mr Andrew Ker, 
who was then miniſter of this pariſh, 

About the beginning of laſt century, in compenſation, it is 
ſuppoſed of ſoine privileges of which the feuers and inhabi- 
tants of Turreff had been deprived about the time of the 
Reformation, Lord Errol ſettled an yearly falary of 1001, 
Scotch, and 14 acre of land, for the maintenance of a ſchool- 
maſter to teach their children. This ſalary has been regu» 
larly paid by the proprietors of Delgaty, who have the right 
of preſenting to the office. As none of the other heritors 
contribute in apy manner to its ſupport, the ſchool cannot 
be denominated parochial. As ſeffion-clerk, the ſchoolmaſ- 
ter receives an annual falary of 21. 4s. 5 d.; for regiſtering 
2 baptiſm 10d, of which the kirk officer gets one third; 
and for proclaiming a purpoſe of marriage, 20 d. of which 
the kirk-officer likewiſe gets one third, when the bride re- 
fides in the pariſh. The ſchool is at preſent attended by 30 
ſcholars, who are taught to read Engliſh at the rate of 28. 
and Latin and arithmetic at 28. 6 d. per quarter. 

About the year 1727. Mr William Meſton, formerly one 
of the profeſſors of the Mariſchal College, but obliged to 
give up that place in 1715, on account of his political princi- 
ples, commenced an academy in Turreff, for inſtructing 
young gentlemen in ſuch ſciences as were then taught in the 
univerſities. This academy, which was quite unconnected 
with the ſchool, continued to flouriſh for ſeveral years. In 
an account of the life of Mr Meſton, prefixed to his poems, 
a duel fought by two of the ſtudents attending this aca- 
demp, viz, * Gordon of Embo, and Mr john Grant of 

Dentergas, 
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Dentergas, afterwards a major- general in the Pruſſian ſervice, 
is an as one cauſe of its diſſolution. 

The poor's funds are managed by the kirk. ſeſſion, which 
meets every fourth month, to diſtribute to the poor a ſum of 
money proportionęd. to their neceſſities, and the ſtate of the 
fund. A diſpoſition to his effects is generally required of 
every penſioner, previous to his being entered upon the roll: 
At his death, they are fold. to defray the expence of his fu. 
neral; and the balance, if there be ary, is added to the ge. 
neral ſtock. 

The number and neceſſities of the poor were ſo much in. 
creaſed by the bad crop in 1782, that, to ſupply them, beſides 
the ordinary collections, ſome meal ſent by government, and 
20 l. ſent by an unknown hand, the ſeſſion found it neceſſi- 
ry to take 40 1. from the capital ſtock. By means ef moe 
liberal collections in the church, and partly by tevo kgitis 
of 20 l. each; and one of 5 l. which, agreeably to the wil 
the donors, were given to poor people not on the liſt of pen- 
Goners, but who would otherwiſe bave become ſuch, the 
ſtock ig now equal to what it was 2 year 1782. 
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10 aw? 1142 Money in FOUR | 
Collected in the church fo 1 "3 0 
For the Infirmary at Aberdeen 4.0.6 5 
For a Fo 8 of Eaſe at New Byth 3 3 0 
For the uſe of a mort-cloth _ 3-92 0 | 
— . — 5 15 © ws 
Intereſt of 60 l. at 45 per cent. 2 14 © 
Rey tof houſes Gde. F byby 8 $8 ut» 
Effects ects of a penſioner — 0 12 0 i 

Carried forward — IL. ;8 6 
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Brought over L. 58 6 „ 
given to 30 poor — L. 31 3 0 
To the ſeſſion, preſbvtery, and ſy- 
nod clerks, kirk. officer, and 
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preſbytery burſarx — 411 5 
To the infirmary and chapel at 

New Byth _ _ 0 
Repairing houſes, &c. _ I 15 © 


+. F — — 


L. 13 13 7 


Number of People, &c.— The pariſh, at preſent, contaigs 
2029 ſouls, of whom there are 


Epiſcopalians — 320 Lint-millers _ 3 
Roman Catholics 25 Flax-dreflers — 7 
Surgeons — — 4 Gardeners — — 10 
Dyers — — 2 Bakers — — 3 
Shoemakers — 36 Blackſmiths — 9 
Square - wrights & coopers 28 Barber -— — 1 
Weavers — — 34 Sadler — — I 
Taylors — — 18 Bleacher — — 1 
dhop-keepers — 16 Whiſky diſtiller — 1 


Maſons — — 1; Faaulies in the town of 


Excile-officer — I Turretf — 187 
Plaiſterers — — 2 Number of ſouls in ditto 701 
Sellers of ale and whiſky 15 Families in the country 
Butchers — wy part of tie pariſh 264 
Carriers —  — 5 Number of toulsinditto 1328 
dlaters — — 2 


Apprentices are included i in the above liſts of tradeſmen 
and artificers. 


Vor. XVII. "7 Antient 
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Antient and Preſent Proprietors, Rent, &c.—The eſtate of 
Durlaithers, which had been long in the poſſeſſion of Demp. 
ſter of Auchterles, afterwards of Meldrum of Laithers of the 
family of Meldrum of Fyvie, was afterwards the Property of 
John Ramſay of Barra; which, by judicial ſale in 1722, was 
purchaſed by Alexander Gordon of Auchintoul a general in 
in the Ruſſian ſervice ; whoſe grand niece, Miſs Catharine 
Gordon of Auchintoul, is now the proprietor. In 1723 the 
eſtate of Balquhollie was fold by the Mowats, the proprietors 
of the antient Mount Alto, to Alexander Duff of Hatton, a 
man of great character in the country. Lady Ann Duff, who 
was married to Alexander his fon, is liferentrix of Balquhollie; 
and his grandlon, Captain Peter Duff, is the preſent proprietor 
of Hatton, 

lo 1526 the eſtate of Fintray, then the property of the 
Forbeſes of Touchon, was bought by the late Lord Bracco, 
father of James Earl ot Fife, the preſent proprietor, 

The eſtate of Torrie, which had remained in the poſſeſ. 
ſion ot the Barclays for 400 years and upwards, was old by 
them in 1752 to the late Earl ot Findlater, at 10,0001, 
whoſe ſon ſold it to the managers of Gordon's hoſpital and 
the infirmary of Aberdeen in 1792 at 24,000 l. Sterling. Ex- 
cept the lands of Fintray already mentioned, part of the 
eſtate of Caſtletown, which is the property of William Ur- 
quhart of Craigſton, and part of the eſtate of Balquhollie, 
all that part of the pariſh to the north of the burn of Jur- 
reff, and eaſt of the Doverne, called the eſtate of Delgaty, 
is the property of Captain Francis Garden of 'Troup, and 
was bought by his father, Peter Garden, Eſq; from the late 
Lord Errol in 1762, at 20, ooo l. and is now of rent about 
1400 |. yearly. In 1767 the eſtate of Muireſk was fold by 
Ja nes Brodie o Alexander Dirom, Sheriff ſubſtitute of Bank: 


ſhire, at 5500 1. whoſe ſon, Major Alexander Dirom, is the 
Pre- 


of Turreff. 403 


preſent proprietor. The eſtate of Gaſk, which belonged of old 
to the Forbeſes, and more lately to the Fordyces, was ſold by 
the daughters of John Fordyce of Gaſk to James Mackie m 
1769; who fold it to George Robinſon now of Gaſk, writer 
to the ſignet, the preſent proprietor, in 1781. This eſtate 
has been an independent barony of itſelf for ſeveral centuries. 
It appears upon record, that in 1375, it belonged to the Tu- 
rins of Foveran, who flouriſhed in Aberdeenſhire, in the days 
of King Robert Bruce. Afterwards it came into the family 
of Burnet of Leys. Thomas Burnet of Gaſk was killed at the 
battle of Flowden; and King James V. renewed the gift of the 
lands to his fon William, then, and on that account, declared a 
gl. land of old extent; on whoſe retour, A. D. 1514, does the 
preſent proprietor of Gaſk hold his freehold at this day, On 
this place is lately built a modern houſe, in a pleaſant fi- 
tuation, beautified with planting. Within the laſt 40 years, 
the land rent of the pariſh is ſuppoſed to be doubled, and to 
have increaſed more within that period than for 200 years 
before, This, among other cauſes, may be aſcribed to the 
practice of giving an additional yearly rent at the commence. 
ment of every new leaſe, inſtead of a graſſum, which was 

the general practice before the middle of this century. 
The valved rent of the pariſh is 54591. 2s. 10 d. Scots; 
and the real rent, valuing meal and grain at 10s. for each 
boll of 8 ſtone Amſterdam weight, is about 2800 l. Sterling. 
Services, or work done by the tenant to the heritor in 
harveſt, and on various other occaſions, not improperly called 
bondages, alſo the payment of ſheep, poultry &c. called 
cuſtoms, ſtill conſtitute a great proportion of the rent 
of ſome eſtates. The commutation of theſe into money, 
which has already taken place in the eſtates of Fintray and 
Torvie, it is hoped will be ſoon univerſally adopted. Exac- 
tions 
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tions of this kind. particularly the firſt, are burdenſome 10 


the tenant, without producing any adequate advantage to the 
heritor. 


Extent, Soil, Agriculture, &c.——— The pariſh containg 
about 16,896 Scotch acres, of which one third at leaſt is co. 
vered with heath. The hills and heath ground being ridged, 
appear to have been under cultivation at ſome former period; 
at leaſt that partial kind of it, called balk and burral, which 
conſiſted of one ridge very much raiſed by the plough, and 
a barren ſpace of nearly the ſame extent, alternately, A 
much greater quantity of this fort of land was in tillage be. 
fore, than ſince the years of famine in the end of laſt centu- 
ry ; when many entire farms, of a wet or late ſoil, were alloy. 
ed to lie waſte and uncultivated. Since the introduction of 
lime and agricultural improvements, the above method of ma. 
naging out-field land has been relinquiſhed ; and ſmall black 
oats, which was the only ſpecies of grain ſown i in this kind 
of land, have given place to white oats. 

The current of the Doverne being leſs rapid below than 
above the town of Turreff, the haughs and meadow ground 
along its banks are more extenſive and fertile. Though the pa- 
riſh contains almoſt every deſcription of ſoil, that ſpecies cal- 
led a light loam is moſt common. Part of the lands in the 
vicinity of the town lets at 40 8. per acre, The medium 
rent of land in the country part of this pariſh is nearly the 
ſame as in the neighbouring pariſhes, and may be known by 
conſulting the ſtatiſtical reports of them. 

Compared with what it was 20 years ago, the ſtate of a· 
griculture is now much improved; at the ſame, time, the 
want of incloſures, the prevailing practice of keeping too 
great a proportion of land under crop, and the extent of bar- 
ren ground, ſhow that much remains to be done. 

That improvements have not made greater progreſs, the 


wall ſtock of the greater part of tenants, the ſhortnels of 
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leaſes (of which the impoveriſhed ſtate of land at the begin- 
ning and expiration of them is the natural conſequence, ) 
the price of labour, and the diſtance from market, ny be 
affigned as the principal cauſes. Under all, or a L w of theſe 
diſadvantages, it muſt require the ſtricteſt e economy, and the 
greateſt exertions of induſtry, in the tenant to ſucceed at all; 
his improvements at firſt muſt be very circumſcribed ; and, 
j every future eſſay muſt depend upon the ſucceſs of the 
preceding, their progreſs muſt be flow. 

For many years paſt the powers of lime in promoting ve- 
getation has been known, and the quantity put upon land, 
for that purpoſe, is annually increaſing. But, long after its 
frſt introduction, the method of cropping land, after the ap- 
plication of lime, retarded rather than promoted the mclio- 
ration of the foil. For a field after being limed, by having 
three or ſometimes four crops of oats in ſucceſſion, without 
the affiſtance of dung, was neceſſariiy reduced to a more im- 
poveriſhed ſtate than before. But experience toon taught 
the impropriety of a practice, which no doubt aroſe from 
conſidering lime not as a ſtimulus, but as a manure, and is'now 
adopted by thoſe only of narrow circumftances, and whoſe 
views reach no farther than a little preſent profit, © or an in- 
demnification for the price df the lige. 

The quantity uſually given to an acre varies from 40 to 
$0 dolls of powdered lime *, It is, perhaps, a fortunate cir- 
cumſtance, that lime has bithitto been applied to land fo 
ſparin;ly 3 for 80 bolls, which is not more than whit is ne- 
ceſſary to have the defired effect when accompanied with 2 

proper rotation and interchange of green crops, would,” by a 
contrary managemeni, rendet the land be for  brodating' 2 
crop of any kind. For ſome years paſt, 'the importation or 
hell lime from England Bas been gilving ground ; 'wbich 
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at 61 d. per boll is found to be cheaper than what js many. 
factured at home of ſtones carried the diſtance of 12 cr 
miles, | 

Upon the whole, though a regvlar and judicious rotation 
of crops is not generally eſtabliſhed; and though much 
the old ſyſtem of farming remains, it gives pleaſure to 6. 
ſerve, that the ſpirit of improvement is rapidly extending jt 
happy influence. The advantages of fallow and preen crops 
are generally known, and the number of acres under turnip, 
potatoe, and ſown graſs is annually increaſing, In differen 
parts of the pariſh, farms are to be found, which exhibit ſpe- 
cimens of extenſive improvement and ſkill in the manage. 
ment of them, Of theſe none has a juſter claim to be par: 
ticularly mentioned, than that of Haughs of Aſhogle, poſſe 
ſed by George Gerard of Atidſtrath. In the year 178%, 
when his leaſe commenced, the produce of the farin was hard- 
ly ſufficient to maintain the ſervants and cattle neceſſary to 
work it. Since that time, upwards of 200 acres, of which 
a great part was formerly entirely barren, and the reſt in: 
very impoveriſhed ſtate, have been bronght to produce weigh- 
ty crops of corn and graſs. The rotation adopted by Mr 
Gerard, is oats, turnip, and ſown graſs for three or four years, 
The produce of this farm, which in the year 1780 was only 
geo threaves, amounted to 2700 threaves in the year 1790. 
By the melioration of the ſoil and paſture, the number of 
cattle has been increaſed, and the breed improved in the ſame 
proportion. In 1780 the hill paſture, which could then main 
tain a flock of ſheep of the Scotch breed only, the medium vi 
lue of which did not exceed 6s. a head, now maintains 4 
flock of a mixed breed in the proportion of; Engliſh to x 
Scotch, the wethers of which give from 18s to 20s. each. 

In a fimilar manner, the farm of Mains of Torrie is mans 


ged by Mr Irvine; and extenſive improvements begun by 
the 


the late Mr Dirom. Farming is carried on with equal ſpirit 
by Mr Gordon, who occupies the Mains of Muireſk, and this 
js a good cauſe why the price of the eſtate was ſo conſidera- 
ble, In no eſtate of the pariſh is there a ſet of more thriving 
and ſubſtantial tenants, than in that of Fintray ; where agri- 
cultural improvements, though leſs rapid in their progreſs 
than in the inſtances now mentioned, which employ a greater 
capital than the majority of tenants can command, have been 


no leſs ſucceſsful. ; 
The pariſh is accommodated with 7 corn mills, to ſome 


one of which the tenants of a certain diſtrict, called the 
ſelcom or ſockmen, or ſucken, are aſtricted. The multure 
conſiſts of three kinds; one called the thirlage, collected for 
behoof of the heritor; another called knaveſhip, which pro- 
perly belongs to the miller for working and keeping the ma- 
chinery of the mill in repair; and a third called dry or ab- 
ſtracted multure, collected for grain fold unmanufactured. 
At ſome mills, the two firſt amount to i part of the produce 
in meal, and the third is generally ,*, of the grain ſold, and 
this is the practice generally through Buchan. Some of the 
heritors, conſidering the thirlage and abſtracted multures as 
too heavy a tax upon improvement, have allocated them up- 
on their tenants, and fixed the knaveſhip at n part of the 
grain brought to the mill and taken 48 6d. on the pound of 
real rent for aboliſhing the multures. Beſides ſupplying it. 
ſelf, the produce of the pariſh in all ordinary years leaves a 
conſiderable ſurplus for exportation, 'The lateneſs of the | 
harveſt, and the early froſts in 1782, gave reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that the crop of that year would be defective; but, accuſto- 
med to a plentiful ſupply in general, that deficiency was not 
at firſt ſuppoſed to be ſo great as it afterwards proved. 
Upon the iſt of January 178 3 a meeting of the proprie- 
tors 
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tors of the diſtrit of Turreff, or their factors, and of the ni; 

niſters of the following pariſhes, was held at Turreff for ul. 
ing into conſideration the ſtate of the country, with reſpel 
to grain, and reported, that 


Bolls. Boll. 
Turreff could ſpare 200 | ' 
Monquhiter needed a ſupply of 9000 
Forgue could ſcarcely ſupply 
elf O 4 
Fyvie 800 0 
King. Edward, ſpare a little | 
Drumblade 0 $08 
Auchterleſs 1 8 0 200 


From which it was computed that theſe pariſhes would 
need a ſupply of 1200 bolls. But, inſtead of ſparing any, i 
was found that this par ſh alone needed a tupply of 608 
bolls ; and all of them. Monquhiter and Drumblade excep- 
ted, needed as much more than was reckoned. Grain from 
England, which the peace, concluded in 1783, gate 
them an opportunity of purchaſing in greater plenty, and at 
a cheaper rate, than had the war continued, was iu ported by 
ſocieties, merchants, and gentlemen of landed property, For 
the benefit of his tenants in this and the other pariſhes with 
which he is connected, Lord Fife purchaſed grain to the 2. 
mount of four thouſand pounds, which was ſold at a very te- 
duced price, and his Lordſhip's example in felling the meal 
paid by his tenants at 16 8. per boll, and giving 5 s. in the 

pound 


* A Gentleman in the neighbourhood told me that he pur- 
chaſed this year from Mains of Gaſk, a conſiderable quantity 
of oats for ſeed ; part of it gave tull meal for oats, was approved 


of by judicious farmers, and part of it applied for ſeed did not 
vogetate. | 
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m. yound of deduction of rent, bad no ſmall effect in regu- 
a hing the price of that article, and keeping it within the 
el reach of the poor that year, For many years paſt. cattle 
have heen the moſt profitable part of the farmers ſtock. and 
the ſtaple commodity of the pariſh, The number of black 
cattle, annually reared in the pariſh, is ſuppoſed to exceed 
00 what it was 40 vears ago, in the proportion of 3101, Tur. 
nip and ſown graſs, which are more commonly applied to 
rearing for the drover and graſier, than feeding for the but- 
cher, together with a greater demand from the Eugliſh mar- 
ket, have been chiefly inſtrumental in promoting the breed- 
ing of young cattle. The bar ſh can ſpare from 200 to 400 
yearly. Though the breed, both with reſpect to ſize and the 
quality of wool, is much improved, the number of ſhrep, 
kept at preſant in the pariſh, is perhaps not above one ſixth 
of the number which it contained half a century ago. 

The breeding of cattle. and particularly horſes, would be 
carried to greater perfection, and attended with more profit, 
were the fields more generally incloſed. Though it can boaſt 
of producing many excellent draught and ſaddle horles, yet 
a great part of theſe, uſed in the pariſh, is brought from other 
parts of the country. een, 
By a ſtronger breed of horſes, and a more improved con- 
ſtruction of ploughs, carts, and other implements of agri- 
culture, its operations are now greatly facilitated, and the 
increaſing price of labour in ſome meaſure compenſated, 


| 1744. | . | 
= ; L £5: 5-481 Got5: e 
Hire of a ploughman per ann. | 1 8 8 4 10 97 0 
Ditto ot a woman farm ſervant | o 18 110 © 2 15 © 
Ditto of a man for harve 0 11 41 00 Tt 39: 0 
Ditto of a woman for ditto | o 8 oO 17 | 18 


| 1 
Corn fans and threſhing machines, of which laſt there are 
Vor. XVII, already 
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already three, one turned by water and two by horſes, be- 
gin to be intro ſuced into the pariſh. 


Peat and turf are principally uted for fuel. Though there 
is very little of it in the pariſh, moſt of the people have x 
right to moſs in ſome of the neighbouring pariſhes; 2 
right which heritors were formerly careful to fecure to their 
tenants; when the moſs to which they had ſuch right is ex. 
hauſted, which is the caſe with reſpect to ſome eſtates in 
this pariſh, recourſe is had to coals, broom, or to buying 
peat at the rate of 10s. 6d. for a ſpade's ca/iing, i e. for as much 
peat as can be laid and dried upon 480 ells ſquare. The 
more expeditious methods of carrying on work do not nom, 
as formerly, make it neceſſary to employ the whole ſummer 
in bringing home fuel; nor, ſince improvements in farming 
began, can ſo much time be afforded for that purpoſe ; but 
the time necefl.rily conſumed in providing peat, and the dif 
| ficulty of obtaining a ſufficient ſupply in wet ſeaſons, make 
this a very expenſive article, and point out the propriety af 
the late ſalutary repeal of the coal tax. 

Mr Garden of 'Troup, who in many reſpects ſhews a laud- 
able deſire of encouraging agricultural improvements and 
promoting the good of the country, has lately incloſed and 
planted with foreſt trees about 600 acres of barren ground 
on his eſtate in this pariſh. Plantations of the ſame kind, 
though leſs extenfive, have been made on the eſtates of Laith- 
ers, Muireſk, and Gaſk. At Balquhollie, called Hatton Lodge, 
there is a confiderable quantity of wood of a more advanced 
growth; but it will be long before the pariſh can ſupply it- 
ſelf with this article. 

One of the greateſt diſadvantages of this pariſh is the want 
of ſtones ; of which few are to be found above ground fit 
for building. and of which, there is only one quarry of any 
conſequence as yet diſcovered. Hence the want of * 
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and ſubſtantial houſes, for though they are more commodi- 
ous and ſubſtantial than in former times, except thoſe ot the 
more opulent farmers, very tew houſes in the country are 
built entirely of ſtone, 


Manufaflures, &c,—Next to cattle and grain, the articles 
for which money is brought into the pariſh, are linen-yarn, 
either made of lint of the growth of the country, or of fo- 
reign lint given out to be ſpun by manut-Cturers ; ſtockings 
made of wool given out by manutaCturers, or ot wool bought 
by the makers and fold to merchants, called market or car- 
go hoſe ; cheeſe and butter, For iome years paſt great quan- 
tities of the laſt article have been bought up by merchants 
in different parts of the country, and ſent to Edinburgh, and 
other large towns. 

About the year 1760, a carpet manufacture was eſtabliſhed 
here, which was carried on with ſucceſs tor ſeveral years, and 
was not entirely given up till about 1780. | 

In 1767, Peter Garden, Eſq; ot Deigaty and one Mr Ba- 
ker began a thread and linen manufacture, and allo laid out 
a field, and erected houſes and machinery for bleaching li- 
nen. The partners finding themſelves loſers, the linen ma- 
nufacture was dropped about ten years after. A manufacture 
of thread, which generally employs about 10 hands, is ſtill 
carried on; and about 400 or 500 pieces of cloth were whi- 
tened at the bleachfield laſt ſeaſon, In the year ending No- 
vember 1793, about 666 yards of linen, and 6696 yards of 
harn or brown linen were ſtamped here for ſale. Of the 
firſt kind, it is ſuppoſed that more than the quantity here ſpe 
eified, and of the laſt, ſcarcely one third, was then made in 
the pariſh, At preſent, one weaver only makes linen for tate on 
his own account ; the reſt, as well as all the other handicraftſ- 
wien, degend upon the caſual employmentof the country around, 


and 
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and have ſmall pieces of land, which employ the greateſt pax 
of their rime. 

That the attempts to eſtabliſh manufacturers in this place 
have hitherto failed, cannot be aſcribed to any local diſadvan. 
tages. Situated in a healthful and pleaſant country, ſurroyn. 
ded with a great extent of fertile and improveable land, ha. 
ving the command of abundance of water, and the privilege (Cov! 
of nine yearly fairs, Turreff ſeems to be well calculated for 
carrying on any branch of manufacture with ſucceſs, Being 
diſtant only ten miles from the ports of Banff and Macduff, 
the expence of fuel cannot be mentioned as an obſtruct on, 
which a ſpirit of induſtry and interpriſe may not calily lur- 
mount. | 
Mr George Robinſon of Banff has revived the manufac. 
tury begun by Mr Baker; and Mr Ke p, near Purreff, has 
begun a thread manufactory, on the eſtate of Gaſk in the 
vicinity of Turret, 
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NUMBER XXVIII. 


PARISH OF MORTLA CH. 


(CouNTY OF BANFF —PRESBYTERY OF STRATHBOGIE, 
SYNOD OF MoRAY.) 


I the Rev. Mr Grone Gor Don, lately Miniſter there, and 
now one of the M in iſters of Aberdeen. 


Name. 

T HE name is very ancient. About 800 years ago, in the 
charter given by Malcolm the Second to the firſt Biſ- 
hop ot this early See,—and how long before, no body can ſay, 
it was called Murthelack or Murthlac, much the ſame as at 
preſent, 

imelagy. The word is moſt probably of Gaelic origin, 
derived fromm tomething local, Becauſe the church is in a 
deep though narrow valley, ſome naturally enough think it 
a corruption of Morlay, Great Hollow. Others again chuſe to 
bring it from mortis lacus, the lake of death ; alluding to a 
battle which was fought here, and which ſhall afterwards be 
taken notice of. But this ſeems only a fancy of Buchanan, and 
Is far fetched: More conjectures have been made, and on the 
whole the etymology is doubtful : Luckily however, like ma- 
by an obſcurity of the kind, it is of very little importance. 

Situation, —Mortlach is encircled by fix other pariſhes, ha- 
ving Glaſs on the eaſt, Cabrach and Inveraven to the ſouth, 
Aberlour on the weſt, with Boharm and Botriphny towards 
the 
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the north; and ſeveral of theſe, it is not unlikely, are tie 


offspring of the mother church, lt is in the county of Barf fate 
in the Commiſſariot of Aberdeen. and in the province of Mo. Mort 
ray; lying nearly 50 miles to the weſtward, but a little to the tad, 
north, from the city of Aberdeen, and about 30 ſouth wet 15 
from the town of Banff, the capit il of the ſhire. Since the Wl © * | 
1706, it has been, by an act of the General Aſſembly, in the und | 
preſbytery of Strathbogie and ſynod of Moray: Before tha pou 
time, it was in the preſbyrery of Fordyce and ſynod of Aber. 21 
deen: And in a connection with Fordyce, the miniſter of oy 


Mortlach, it is ſaid, has till a vote for delegates, from tha 
preſbz tery, to elect the profeſſors of Divinity of King's College 
of Aberdeen, and has alſo ſome tyuſt and management in cer. 


3 The 
tain lands or ſums of money bequeathed to that univeri. b. 
. ind 

Extent, &c.— The form of the par ſh is irregular, and not but 
eaſily deicribed, ſo as to be underſtood. The bett idea af *® 
would be obtained by a map from actual ſurvey. Its greateſt 


length from the head of Glenrinnes to the oppoſite end near 
the Spey, that is from ſouth to north, is eleven or twelve En- 
gliſh miles; and its greateſt breadth from the banks of Vo- 
veron to the foot of Belrinnes, that is from eaſt to welt, may 
be about as much. It conſiſts of the lands ot Edinglaflic and 


Glenmarky, which are Lord Fife's, —of the Lordſhip of Au- fi 
chindown, Glenfiddich, and the greater part of Glenrinnes, co 
the Duke of Gordon's,—of Dullanſide and a part of the d. 


\ Lordſhip of Balveny, Lord Fife's again, —and of the barony 
of Kinninvie, which is, and for centuries has been, in tbe 
poſſeſſion of a branch of the old family of Baiquhan, and ei 
which, James Leſlie, Esq; the only reſiding heritor, is the pre- 


ſent laird, and makes a very good one, being kind to his te- « 
nants, an houeſt hoſpitable gentleman, and an excellent © 
| farmer, 
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tier, Mr Duff of Drumuir is likewiſe a proprietor in 
Mortlach, having a ſmall piece of ground in it, called Loch- 
end, near the kirk of Botriphny. 

The arable fields. which, by a rough gueſs, may be from 4 
to 5 thouſand acres, lie chiefly pretty high along the Fiddich 
and Dullan, two beautiful rivulets; or on the ſides of rills 
Elling into theſe; or on the more gentle declivities of the 
mountains. The lands of Glenmarky and Edinglaſſie are re- 
mote and disjoined from the reſt of the parith Aimall ftream 
called Marky, running with rapidity down the glen, meets 
with the Doveron near the houſe of Edinglflie, where that 
river takes a pleaſant winding towards Huntly on the caſt, 
There are ſome low or haugh grounds, but not very conſide- 
able. The extent of meadow graſs, coarſer greens, moor, 
and hills, — which latt are in general covered with heath, and 
but little improveable except by planting, may amount to 
about twenty times as much as the cultivated field, 


Landſcape.— The appearance of the country is very fine, 


Variegared with hill and dale, wood and water, growing corns 


and paſture covered with flocks, it looks Both beautiful and 
rich : And even in winter, the ree ſkirting the river banks 
vith their fnowy foliage, ard the lofty mountains all in white, 
exhibit a diveflity of view abundanrly pleafing and groteique. 
Fiddich-fide is one of the lovelieſt ſtraths to be ſeen in any 
country, There are ſome landſcapes, eſpecially in Gleufid- 
dich, and about Pittyvaich, Tininver, and Kinninvie, which 
any one, who has a taſte for ſuch things, will not grudge a 
day's ride or two to come and ſee They are a mixture ef the 
ſweet and the wild; and furniſh a great deal of pictureſque 
and very rural fcenery : If a Thomſon or an Allan Ram- 
ay had lived here. they would have been famous in fong. 
One of the moſt remarkable is the Craig of Balveny, with the 


old 
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old caſtle there, and the objects which accompany then 
What goes by the name of the Giant's Chair, tormed by th 
wearing of the warer of Dullan many an age ago, with a pre 
ty little caſcade, called the linen apron, and their ſurrounding 


drapery, is another, man 
Soil and Air. The ſoil is al moſt intirely of the loamy kind 6] 
deep enough and fertile: Any exception of its incliningl ſom 


either to ſand or clay is ſcarce worth the mentioning. Tie old | 
air is pure and wholeſome, though it is rather moiſt hu min 
dry; and fair weather is ſometimes enjoyed on the farms to t 
low, when there are fogs or rain, or perhaps ſnow. on the and 
heights around: But this is no doubt more or lets the ak hou 
in every highland ſituation; though many a remark mu 
one make in an account of this nature, equally applicable to 


a ſhire or even a larger diſtrict, as to a pariſh. 1 
Health, Spirits, Ages, &'c.—The writer of this knows «f " 
no diſtemper peculiar to the pariſhioners of Mortlach ; nor any 
of any, which can be ſaid. above all others, to be prevailing; yar 
and on the authority of a Phyſician, who has long known the Wl +4 
country and the people well, he can with the greater conf WW 
dence ſay, that there are none. Here, as in other places, whil: WW ki 
many of the ailments of the more affluent z roceed from bo 
their living in luxury and too freely, to colds and too ſcantya Wil 2 
fare, may thoſe of the lower claſs be frequently traced. There I m 
are no inſtances of very extraordinary longevity : But many ty 
arrive at the age of 70, ſome to 80, and one now and then, 
though rarely, to go or upwards, The inhabitants may be 
ſaid, on the whole, to be lively, active, and vigorous ; though 5 
from the backwardneſs of the ſeaſons for ſeveral ycars, and o 
other difficulties in the way of their getting a comtorrable p 
ſubſiſtence, both the ſ pirits and ſtrength of the ordinary far- P 
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mer and the labouring man are weaker and worſe than they 
were, it muſt be owned, —and owned with particular regret; 
for ſuch mien, engaged with heart's eaſe in the W 


ſuit of agricultural employments, are the very nerves and per-" 
manent riches of a country, | 


Springs. Here are ſeveral ſteel or chalybeate ſprings ; and 
ſome of them pretty powerful. One, in particular, near the 
old caſtle of Auchindown, has been found, on chyniical exa- 
mination, very much to reſemble the Peterhead water, and 
to be as light as it. They are of uſe in graveiiſh complaints 
and diſorders of the ſtomach. There is likewiſe, below the 
houſe of Kinninvie, a ſpring of a petrifying quality, on the li- 
mits between Mortlach and Boharm, 


Rivers, —Fiddich and Dullan, the two little, rivers of. 
this pariſh, have been already mentioned. Dovern is much 
larger than either of them. But Mortlach can fcarce claim 
any property in it; as it only borders, for a few huudred 
yards, upon one of its extremities. Fiddich riſes in Glen. 
fiddich, towards Strathdon ; and Dullian, in Glenrinnes, on 
the boundaries of Glenlivet. They join a little below the 
kick, near the houſe of Tininver, and fall into the Spey a- 
bout 4 miles below, After their confluence, Fiddich is the 
name. Their whole run may be about a dozen or fourteen 
miles each; and there is good augling for ſmail trout, in plen- 
ty, on them both. 


Lale. — From the public road, leading from this to Botriph. 
ny, may be ſeen, on the left, ina den confined by two al- 
moſt perpendicular hills, a ſmall but deep lake, called Loch- 
park, the ſource of the Iſla, which flows into Doveron in the 
pariſh of Rothiemay, It is frequented by wild ducks, and is 

Vork, XVIII. 2868 ſaid 
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ſaid to have pikes in it, It belongs to Drummuir, Among 
the mountains, which encompaſs the pariſh, except an Open- 
ning to the north, Bellrennis towers conſpicuous. Its heipht 
above the ſea, from which it makes a goud land mark in 


failing into the Moray-trith, -is aboye 2650 feet ; and trom 
its baſe, about 1680, | 


Pradrupeds, —Befides the tame and domeſtic quadrupeds, 
which are every where, here are foxes, weaſels, hares, tome 
badgers and otters. In the foreſt of Glenfiddich, there is 
abundance of red decrs—a thouſapd and more with x 
few roes. The farmers round it think them by tar 
too numerous: And yet 49 «x 50 of them ſometimes in o. 
flock, with their ſtately carriage and branching horng, 
on the tops of thoſe ſylvan and romantic hills, make a noble 
view. The Duke of Gordon has a tummer reſidence in this 
glen, as a convenience for fowling, and taking 8 ſhot at the 
deer. = 


Bird. The ſhelter and accommodation of the woods bring 
together a great variety of ſinging birds, making an aviary of 
nature, the moſt innocent and melodious of all, happy and un- 
confined. The black bird and thruſh, gold-finch, bull-finch, 
linnet, and robin, blend their notes, and compole a delightful 
concert. Many other birds there are, but none of them un- 
common. The migratory cuckoo, green-plover or lapwing, 
and the ſwallow, pay their annual vitit, and are always wel 
come. For the ſportſman, there are moortowls or grouſe, 
patridges, and a few ſnipe: The black-cock alſo is to be met 
with in Glenfiddich, and ſome ptarmagans have been ſeen on 
Belrennis. of 


Minerals, — There is a ſufficiency of moorſtone for the pure 
poſe of building, with ſame ſlate quarries of a dark grey © 
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pour and pretty good: And the vaſt quantities of limeſtone 
here would be an exhauſtleſs treaſure to the huſbandman, 
if the expence of tuel were not fo high, as nearly to prohibit 
the uſe of it. There is the appearance of allum and vitriol, 
and likewiſe of a lead mine, on the burn of Tullich, which be- 
longs to Kinninvie. In one or two places. there is a lamina- 
ted rock, which ſome think ofthe nature of whetſtone or hones: 
A kind of marble alſo there is. both on Dullan and Fiddich ſide: 
And, in ſeveral parts, the ſurface of the ground would ſeem 
to indicate, that there are coals below, any diſcovery of which 
kind judicio ly profecuted would be of the greateſt conſe- 
gence both to the comfort of the people, and the improve- 
ment of the lands; for they are rather far from the ſea, and 
many of them too poor, to reap any general benefit from the 
late repeal ot the coal tax, the neareſt port, at the mouth of 
the Spey, being about 16 miles diſtant from the centre or 
the pariſh, 


Population. From the liſt of baptiſms, and the recollection 
of the oldeſt reſidenters, it would appear that Mortlach was 
more populous 50 or 60 years ago, than it is at this day. 
In the 1782, on an accurate ſurvey tor the information of the 
Barons of Exchequer, in the view of an approaching ſcarcity of 
grain, the inhabitants of every age amounted to 21693 of whom 
there were about 560 under twelve, Ten years afterwards, 


in che 1792, when again, in like manner. exadtiy taken by 


the ſame incumbent for this ſtatiſtical account, the number 
was found to be 25: fewer than in the 1782, being in whole 
but 1918—of whom got were males and 1017 females, and 
of whom alſo there were, 


Under 
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Under 10 years of age «= 412 
From 10 to 20 — _ 398 
20 to 30 — — 304 

30 to 40 — — 251 

— 40 to 50 — —— 230 
— 50 to 60 — — 145 

60 to 70 — — 113 
70 to 80 — — 53 

— 80 to 90 — — 11 
— go to 100 — — I 
In all 1918 


Theſe occupied 415 houſes, for every family had its own 
ſeparate dwelling. making between 4 and 5 at a medium in 
each, though very unequally divided, ſome as large as 18 or 
20, including huſband, wife, chidren, land ſervants, and ſome 
as ſmall as one. Such ſolitary houſeholders, however, and 
ſuch numerous families were both but few. | 

Of the above 45 houſes, farmers might be ſaid to poſſch 
1763 and crofters, or cottagers, the remaining 239: And 
on the lands of the ſeveral proprietors, the proportions of 
the people and their habitations were as follows : 

On the Duke of Gordon's 927 in 193 houſes, 
Lord Fife's — 761 in 176 ditto 
—  - Kinninvies — 226 in 45 ditto 
And on Drummuir's 4 in 1 houſe, 


As before 1918 in 415 houſes, 


The fubjoined ſtatement of births, for 30 years, from the 
1ſt of January 1763 to the 3iſt of December 1792 inclu- 
five, arranged in 3 equal periods, is taken from the pariſh 
regiſt-r, and is thought tolerably correct. An allowance 
may be made perhaps for 2 or 3 being omitted every year. 
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1963 - 28 | In 1973 39 | In 1783 48 
Wn 29 | 1774 41] 1784 46” 
1705 46 | 1775 39 1785 33 
1766 46 1776 G1 1786 32 
1767 45 | 0777 . 1787 35 
1768 30 1778 50 1788 19 
1769 58 1779 47 1789 39 
1770 47 1780 42 1790 27 
1771 38 1781 43 179 37 
1772 48 | 1782 50 1792 33 

Total 421 Total 473 Total 343 


So the average for the firſt 10 years, is 427, for the 
ſecond, 474%; Here it may be remarked, that the rule 
for finding the population, by multiplying the births by 26, 
ſeems from this inſtance to be exceedingly erroneous, for the 
product of ſuch multiplication would not in the preſent. caſe 
be the half of the reality. The decreaſe in the laſt 10 years 
s very obſervable, and is probably to be aſcribed to the cala- 
mitous eighty two. The difference betwixt the 1766 and 
ls the 1788 in the foregoing table, the baptiſins in the one be- 
id ing more than three times as many as thoſe in the other, will al- 
of ſo ſtrike one: Aud for this difference no ſatisfactory reaſon 

can be aſſigned. It is likely, that, in the latter of thoſe two 
years, the effects of the 1782, which reduced the country in 
general to much want and a train of contequent diſtreſſes, 
were at their height; that the greateſt number of emigrauts 
had then iett the pari h, in ſearch of employment and maine 
tenance, among the tarmers towards the ſouth or in the ma- 
nufacturiug towns; and that, after that period, they began to 
retur , to find home more comfortable, and to increaſe. 
duch 1s the attachment to one's native foil, that it is ſeldom 
8 deierted but either from neceſſi y or the gratification of * 
amo tious deſire; and as foon as circumitances will perinit, 
or the patiion is cure, it is commonly reſorted to again. Of 
"P | an 


e 
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an old acqmintance, whether an agreeable friend or 3 fh 
rite ſcene, it is natural to be fond. Early or eſtabliſhied pre 
poſſeſſions are with difficulty removed, and it is hard to h 
put to the trial of eradicating in a diſtant land, the ſweet . 
membrance of happier days, 

In the regiſter of marriages, there is, through ſome neg 
gence or other, a chaſm, which prevents froin going farther 
back, with any preciſion, than the laſt 20 years; viz. fron 
the 1ſt of January 1773 to the 3iſt of December 1992, By 
this ſhall be done, as under, in two equal periods, 


in w 


For the firſt 10 Years. For the ſecond 10 year, * 

n e 

1774 —_ 125 1784 ths i 
1775 — 16 176 — 

1776 — 14 | 1786 — 1 / 
1777 _ 13 1787 — 6 
1778 — 21 1788 — 14 
1779 _ 17 1789 way 1 
1780 — 16 1790 — 14 
1781 — 24 1791 — 17 
1782 — 16 1792 — Ti 

| e een 

164 126 fta 

Or 16 marriages annually. Or 12+ marriages annually. n 

cr 


Each marriage, at à medium, may produce 4 or 5 children. 
There is no regiſter of deaths or burials kept. he 

The number of men ſervants is 135, and of women ſervants Ml . 
102 or thereabout ; all for the purpoſes of hufba:dry or the 1 
care of children, This number may ſeem fmall But mary 
of the farmers have their ſons and dauyhrer- to affiit them; 
an} ſervants. wages have riſen to ſuch a height, that they 
mlt do with as few as poſſible. | 


The 
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The handicraftſmen are, 1 
22 Weavers, 4 Coopers, 


11 Maſons, 2 Lyers, 

10 S':oemakers, 2 Slaters, 

6 Houſe carpenters, 2 Wheel-wrights, 
5 Smiths, 1 Plough and cart 
5 Tailors, wright, 


1 Harneis maker, 


in whole 51 : And they have almoſt all of them a few acres 
dong with their houſes. Tat number of apprentices is about 
20. Tuere are Ike wife 4 ſhy; keepers, 2 innkeepers, 3 diſ- 
tillers of whiſky, 3 gardeners, 3 meal=uillers, 1 lint-uniller, 
and 1 faw- miller. 


Agriculture. Agriculture is on the improving hand: But 
bort leaſes are the bane ot every improvement. Who in his 
ſenles would m kæ a farm more valuabie, at his own dear ex- 
pence, only to induce another to covet and to bid for un? or 
if no ſuch offcrer thould intertere, to tempt the proprietor, 
who in general is tufficiently apt to yield to thoſe temptations, 
to take the advantage and 1quieeze too high a rent from his 
tenant, grown fond of the pofſeffion, and thus incautioufly 
ſtanding on very unequal ground? Some of the farmers are 
giving very good exan'ple, by ur. fling their fields with green 
crops. often n drill, or by a fallow; laying them down with 
Frais feeds, and introducing a proper rotation : But winter 
herding is not yet much reliſhed; and till it be the practice, 
a man's fields, when in turnips or clover, are but half his own, 
There are very few complete incloſures, though on ſeveral 
farms, and particularly Pictyvaich, a good deal is done in the 
Fay of dikes and hedges too. 'I'he ploughs may be reckon- 
ed about 170, ſome of them of 8 or 10 good oxen, others 
of good horſes, generally 4, but the greater part made up of 

horſes 
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horſes and oxen mixed together, both of a very indiffery 
kind. There are 3 or 4 wains or wiygons drawn by oxen, 
and ploughing with a pair of horſes is irtroduced, The gry 
raiſed here \s oats, bear, or barley and praſe: A very {mil 
quantity of either rye or wheat, though for the latter, bu 
{oil and climate, in various parts of the lands of Balveny 
and Kinninvie, are well adapted. It is reckoned good and (uf. 
ficient bear, which weighs about 18 ſtones the bol! Banffibire, 
which is nearly th- Linlihgow meaſure or ſtandard tor Seq, 
lanu; Anu 16 peck» or a boll of oats, in a favourable lex 
ſon, will yield about 8 itones ot meal. Potatoes allo are rail. 
ed, and found very uſeful And there is ſoine flax; the & 
periments ot which ſhow, that it might turn out a profitab 


article, if the management of it, after being pulled, were bet cat 
ter underſtood, and if there were a ready market, It u the 
preſent but a bye kind of a crop, and therefore neglefted, th 
For want of {kill ard attention in the graſing, watering, and Wl of 
milling, it is often much injured, Failing j in ſucceſs through Tl 
bad uſage, it u juſtly receives the blame; and the farmery of 
diſcouraged from extending his attempts. ar 
This pariſh, which is a plentiful one, after ſupplying itſelf, to 
can, in the opinion of ſome of the moſt intelligent on this ſub- Wi al 
je, ſpare, in ordinary years, about a thouſand bolls of bea, ar 
and five or ſix hundred of oats and oat meal. The oat ſeed th 


ſeaſon is from the beginning of March, or ſooner, if the wet th 
ther will allow, till towards the end of April, And bear | f 
ſown from the middle of April, to near the end of May. Bu. n 
ley harveſt, generally ſpeaking, begins about the firſt or ſe· p 
cond week of September; and the oats may be aid to be ſt 
reaped in the month of October, though. ſometimes earlier a 
aud often later. Early oats, which have been much and be | 
neficially uſed ſince the 1782, ripen almoſt in the ſame time 
as the bear, After the winter ſnows, however, or heavy 2 
N 2 3 2 / b 
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there muſt be the difference of 8 or 10 days, at leaſt, in the 
time of ſowing, in the different parts of this extenſive coun- 
try; and even the ſame kind of grain, ſown in the ſame day, 
will be ready for the hook ſeveral weeks ſooner in Balveny 
and Kinninvie, than in Glenrinnes and Glenmarky. In this 
view, Auchindown and Edinglaſſie have an intermediate 


place, being neither ſo early as the two firſt of thoſe diſtricts, 


nor ſo late as the other two “*. 


Cattle and Paſturage.— As to the live ſtock here, there will 
be about 2000 black cattle, from 300 to 400 horſes for 
plough, cart, and harrow, 4000 or 5000 ſheep, ſome goats, 
and a few ſwine about the mills and diſtilleries. The black 
cattle are of the middle fized and handſome highland breed q 
the ox from 5 ro 8 guineas, *and the cow worth 4 or 5, as 


| the prices happen to go. Many of the farms, having plenty 


of ſummer graſs, are well ſuited for cattle and corn too. 
There are alſo ſome very good ſheep-walks, one of the beſt 
of which is in Glenmarky. The.ewes and lambs, which 
are moſtly now of the black-faced Linton ſort, fell from 5 l. 
to 71 the ſcore; and wedders much about the ſame: But 
all ſuch calculations muſt be underſtood with a little latitude, 
and as only there and thereabout. It is impoſſible to make 
them otherwiſe. The white-faced ſheep, who may be ſtiled 
the aborigines of the country, are wearing out; and yet, tho 
ſmaller, they are allowed by many to yield both the ſweeter 
mutton and the finer wook. Wool ſells from 108. to 16s. 
per ſtone, according to the quality and demand; but the 
ſtone conſiſts, it leems, of 22 lib. Dutch ; one inſtance, 
among a thouſand, of the great propriety of fimplifying our 

Vol. XVII. | 3 H weights 


The average rate of an acre is abgut 10s. ; and the farms 
are of many a different ſize, from a 51. rent, and even leſs, to 
701, or 89 |, F: OM 
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weights and meaſures, and making them every where a 
by the ſame general ftandard. The breeding of horles is but 
little practiſed here, though it would probably anſwer very 
well, As a ſpecimen, ſome have lately been reared to the 
value of 151, and 201. Sterling. 


Words, — There are ſeveral plantations of firs in Mortlach, 
and ſome of them full grown, the property of Lord Fife and 
Kinninviez in whole from 300 to 400 acres and about the 
like quantity of natural wood, chiefly aller and birch, The 
oldeſt tir wood is on a piece of riſing ground, planted about 
Go or 70 years ago, then arable, and ſo fertile as to be called 
the meal-girnel of Tininver, of which farm it was a part, and 
ſtill is. It ſeems it has then been the opinion, that a rich 
mould, it not neceſſary, was at leaſt very favourable for juch 
a purpoſe z; though it is fince known, that firs will proſper 
in waſtes fit for nothing elſe, Some elms, planes, and oaks, 
have'thriven pretty well. One old oak, in particular, in the 
Craig of Balveny, though not a very large tree, has a reſpec 
table »ppearance. The aſh, too, appears very congenial t0 
the ſoil, and ſhoots up luxuriantly; and, amidit the trees of 
native growth, there is a great variety of ſhrubs, many 
of them flowering, There is, however, an ample ſcope 
for plantipg here; and, when it is ſet about, attention vil 


no doubt be paid to the uſeful and beautiful larix. If coal - 


be not diſcovered, timber, as a fuel, will, ere long, in many 
parts of the pariſh, be a much wanted ſuccedanewum for the 
exhauſted moſſes. 


Lan urge. — The language is a dialect of the Scottiſh and 
Engliſh blended together. here is har lly a word of Earle 
now {;oken in any part of the pariſh; If any where, it is in 
Glenrinnes, where the inhabitants do alſo moſt retain the 


look, 


2 2 Hs „ Hit 


1 


vill 


ny 
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look, manners, and genius of the Highland Caledonian, as 
2 pears from their dreſs, their vivacity, their ſocial and mer- 
ry meetings, their warm attachments, their keen reſentments, 
their activ ty on occations, and indoJerice on the Whole, their 
intelligence, and their love ot their country. 


Names of Places — he names of places, except ſuch as are 
of late cultivation, are ail Gaelic, and c@gmuoniy deſcriptive 
either of the tituation or of ſoune noticcabie circumſtauce. 
Of this, examples would be neeuleſs, Let the two rivutets 
ſuffice, Fiddich, or Fiodhidh, nicaus woody.z and ns banks 
are almoſt covered with trees. Dullan, or Tuilan, ſiguifies 
rapid; and it tumbles from pebble to pebble almoſt all its 
courle, | 


4 
Rent —The real rent of this pariſh, which ariſes entirely 
from lands, is 2000 l. Sterlivg and upwards. Some necctÞry 
information on this head having becn with-held, from a 
Jealouſy of an improper uſe being made of it, it cannot be 
exactly ſtared : But the valued rent, as takcn in the year 


1690, is 3900 l. Scotch. 


Farm<houſes — There is neither town nor village in all the 
parith : Ihe whole is country, The Kirktown of Mortlach 
is only 2 or 3 houſes on the glebe, or about the church. 
The farm-houfes are getting a more decent look than they 
had; and it is to be hoped they will yet mend in this re- 
ſpect. they are built for the moſt partiof granite ſtone, 
and thatched with ſtraw. A ftcw, however, are ſhared ; and 
ſeveral gentlemen farmers, ſome of whom have ret red from 
the army, beating heir twords into piough ſhares, have both 
their dwelling houſes and offices very ſubſtantial and com- 
modious. It were to be wiſhed that heritors would be ſome- 


what 
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what more liberal in granting an allowance for melioration 
of this ſort. Under proper limitations, much advantage 
would accrue from it, both to their tenants and themſelves tos, deriy. 


Religion, The pariſhioners are all of the Eftabliſheq of re 
Church, except about 30 or 40 Roman Catholics, perhaps tnc 
as many Seceders, and 1 Epiſcopalian, Any ill-will or yig. nels 0 
lence of temper, ariſing from a difference in religious tents been 
ment, is rare, | comn 


General Character. As to the character of the people it 
large, much may juſtly be ſaid ro their praiſe. Like the 
people of other diſtricts, they are not without their faults; 
and there are ſome inſtances of great worthleſſpeſs. almok 
in every pariſh, to be regretted. It here obviouſly occurs, 
that a miniſter may be induced, from various motives, to go 
to the extreme of truth, on the favourable ſide for his flock, 
His regard for them may blind and miflead him; or, by 
condemning them, he may think that he obliquely condemns 
himſelf; at leaſt, if another did it, he might perhaps be led 
too readily to think ſo. Few chuſe to depreciate their own 
importance; few to diminiſh the happy effects of their pal- 
toral care; and fewer ſtill are inclined to render themſelves 
ungracious. Thus it may often place a clergyman in a del 
cate ſituation to be obliged to characterize his pariſhioners; 


and, though a man of honeſty and reſolution would, in any ea 
neceſſary caſe of the kind, immediately determine that he is hay 
to ſpeak or write the truth, yet ſuch characters, which in Wal 
general will be found to be only an indiſcriminate repetition N 
of the ſame and the ſame good qualities, are ſurely to be re- in 


ceived as probably partial. But, unleſs there be an egregi- 50 
ous deluſion indeed, it can be told with pleaſure and with pk 
the ſtricteſt impartiality, of the people of Mortlach, that, 


with 
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with few exceptions, they are, and long have been, induſtri- 
ovs, honeſt, neighbourly, ſober, and humane; peaceable, or- 
gerly, and affectionately attached to the free and glorious 
conftitution of Britain; decent in obſerving the ordinances 


hed f religion, and rationally impreſſed with the great end of 

1aps then all, as aiding and ſubſervient ta piety of heart, upright- 

TA nels of conduct, and purity of lite, If ſome of them be {till 

ti, WF too much given to reis, or ſuperſtitious remarks, her are 
commonly of the harmleſs kind. 

at Inoculation.— One thing, however, truly to be lamented, is 


he their yet too great diſlike to inoculation for the ſmall-pox, 
the neglect of which, though it is in uſe rather more than it 
"| mas, makes this very infectious and virulent difeate frequent- 
5 ly mortal; and it is the more difficult to overcome ſo unfor- 
tunate a prejudice, as, in a great degree, it has its origin in 
conſcience, however erroneous and miftinformed. But, it is 
to be hoped, both for the ſake of their chiidren, and as an 
expreſſion of their thankfulneſs to God for ſo gracious a viſe 
covery, that they and others around them, tor they are not 
lingular, will ſoon ſee this matter in another and juſter light, 
. and chearfully, with a dependence on ſucceſs from Heaven, 
5 embrace the benefit of ſo kind a mean afforded by Providence. 
| They are, in general, much diſpoſed to cheartulneis and con- 
tentment, but keenly alive to a ſenſe of injuſtice, rigorous 
ations, or any ſpecies of oppreſſion whatever. That they 
have a martial genius, there is little doubt; but our ordinary 
vars, it appears, do not call it forth; for they are not fond of 
a military life; Indeed, the buſineſs of a ſoldier is held rather 
in low eſtimation among them. They ſeem to conſider it as 
poor, diffipated, and flaviſh. As to fize, ſtrength, com- 
Hexion, abilities, or any other perſonal or mental qualificas 


lon, there is here nothing remarkable, 


Miniſters, 
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Minifters — The writer of this was miniſter of Mora, 
being the fourth fince the revolution from Auguſt 1% 1 
December 1793; when he was trarfliied to Aberdeen q 
D: Nicholas; he is married, and has four ſons. Mr Georg 
Grant, who was one of the miniſters of old Machar, has (ne 
ceeded him, a batchelor. As to his predeceflors, Mr Shas 
H1itory of the Province of Moray will — thoſe who hay 
the curioſity to know, 


ing 
95 the r 
Patron and Sti, end. The Crown is patron, The ſticen 1 
is 63 | 28. Sterling, including in that ſim communion e tice 
men* money, one chalder of bear and two chalders of Ache. 
areal at 8 ſtones per boll. pier 
| thre 
Ge —There ere five or fix acres of a glebe, with a H te 
ty good orchard and kitchen g den, pleaſantly ſituated d bas 


the bank of the Dullan. 


Manſe and Church. — The manſe has been a ſpacious one i 
its day, but is now going to wreck, and muſt ſoon be either 
rebuilt, or have a thorough repair, The church is indeed ve 
nerable, but it 1s orly becauſe it is old; having none of that 
magnificence, nice architecture or elegant decorations, which 
we lo juſtly admire in the more modern cathecrals of aſie 
times. Tradition reports that its walis are the very ſ:me # 
in the beginning of the eleventh century; and they are f 
ſtrong that it is thought they might ſtand for hundreds « 
years to come: But the roof, which it got about 80 yea 
ago, is ruinous. The doors and windows, and the ſimplicij 
of the whole edifice bear witneſs to its age. 1 he windows 2 
long narrow flits of (ix feet high, and oily 10 or 11 inches 
wide on the outſide. but ſo much ſloped away as to meafut 
at their utmoſt projection ten or twelve feet within. And & 


us 
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in ſhape, that of an oblong ſquire of abgut go feet by 28, is 
2 very incommodious one, as a place of pub'ic worſhip, both 
for the ſpeaker and hearers, it wil probably be found adviſe- 
able to get over the veneration for its antiquity, and new model 
+into a more convenient form. U he choir on the caſt end, 
where the muſic was, and where the altar alſo w uld be. is 27 
feet long, and a few feet higher than the reft of the build. 
ing. Here the door to the organ loft is ſtill to he ſeen; and on 
the ridge of the choir, is what they call the Three Biſhovs, a 
prramid like ſtone of little ſhow, with the ſemblance of a 
face on each of its ſides, right rudely cut. It has been ſaid that 
the effigy of Biſhop B-yn is to be ſeen in the wall near the 
fiftern door; whereabour it is imagined the tomb of the 
three firſt biſhops might be found under a vault : Bit this, 
23 to the effigy, is not the caſe. And for the tomb, there 
has been no ſearch; nor are there any effigies in the church, 
except one at full length, over the door which leads from the 
choir to the Leflics A ſle or burying ground, with no inſerip- 
tion, but called a predeceſſor of the K:nninvie faniily, and 
celebrated as a man of marvellous gallantry z and two half 
lengths, Alexander Duff of Keirhmore and Helen Grant of 
Allachie his ſpouſe, * on the ſouth fide of the choir, with a 
Litin inſcription ; all in freeſtone and baſſo relievo. There 
is another inſcription in marblef, on a monument of Mr Hugh 


Innes 


* Great grandfather and great grandmother of the preſent Earl 
of Fife, | 


+ Copres of the two Inſcriptions. 


Hoc conduntur tumulo, reltiqu'z Alexindti Duff de Keith- 
more et Helenae Grant uxoris ſuæ charithme. Qui quadringin- 
ta anncs et ultra, felici et ferundo connub'o juncti, vixerunt, 
Uterque quidem 12genue natus, ille ex nobiliſſimis Fitz Thanis 

Gag. per 
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Innes firſt preſbyterian parſon of Mortlach after the Reriy 
tion. It is in the wall, beſide the miniſter's ſeat, under whis 
he was buried“. There are likewiſe ſome very ancient lock. 
ing grave ſtones with Saxon characters, below the ſeats and i 
the paſſages ; but it would take a great deal of trouble to mak 
out what is upon them, and, except to a patient and inquiſ clerk 


tive antiquary, the labour would perhaps be very ill repaid}, ty 8¹ 
School. The ſchool is very uſeful ; but the ſchoolmaſter _ 

| 1 p,! 

per vetuſtam familiam de Craighead, paulo abhinc ſuperſtiten Coll 
proxime et legitime oriundus ; illa ex ſplendida et potenti Gra, 


teorum familia, eodem quaque modo originem traheus ortu noy 5 
obſcuri, ſuis tamen virtutibus iltuſtriores ; opibus aMuxerun, ſerv 
et liberis ingenue educatis, floruere pie, juſte et ſobrie vixerun, cula 
et ſic in Domino mortem obere. Illa anno Domini 1694, of «| 
actatis ſuæ ſexageſimo. | | 
pret 
M. 8. 1 
Mri. Hugonis Innes, filii honorabilis viri Johannis Innes & WW and 
Leichnet, qui, cum, annos triginta quatuor, ſacra in hoc tem- {chi 
plo peregiſſet, obiit anno Chriſti 1933, natus annos LXVIII. Co 
Poſuit hoc monumentum pia ac dilectiſſima conjux Eliz. Aber- 1 
nethie filia Domini de Mayen. It t 
tim 


This gentleman, it is ſaid, was poſſeſſed of a conſiderable 
ſhare both of bodily ſtrength and perſonal courage; and, in on] 
thoſe days, if various anecdotes which are told of him be true, EX[ 
it ſeems he had eccafion for the exerciſe of theſe qualities, in 
the diſcharge of his clerical functions. 


+ On the banks of the Dullan, a little below the preſent church 
or ancient cathedral, appears the foundation of a houſe, over- 
grown with graſs, which would be walked over with little no- 
tice, if one were not told, that here was the biſhop's palace: 
And not far from thence is a part of the public road, on the 
oppolite fide of the ſame rivuler, leading to the eaſt, called Gor- 
don's croſs ; the firſt deſign or uſe of which cannot now with 
certainty be diſcovered ; and ſuppoſitions are endleſs. It might 
be for ſome religious purpoſe, or it may have been a market 
place. A round tone, which is thought to have been the pedel- 
tal of the croſs, remaius to be ſeen. 
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a« in moſt other places, is poorly rewarded for his trou- 
ble: Mr Alexander Thomſon, the preſent one, has been 
long much eſteemed as a teacher, and is a very deſer- 
ving man. The whole emoluments, including ſalary, fees, 
a donation by Duff of Dipple, with perquiſites as ſeſſion 


clerk and keeper of the regiſter, amount to but about twen- 


ty guineas, for which, beſides the other duties of office, a 
moſt faithful charge is taken of 30 or 40 ſcholars, at leaſt, 
through all the year. | 


Moir's Burſaries. —There are four burſaries at the King g's 
College of Aberdeen for boys educated here, an endowment 


which is a great encouragement, and has. been of important 


ſervice to many young men in the pariſh,. and merits parti- 
cular notice. It is a privilege indeed, which, for the ſake 
of the pariſhioners, will no doubt be always moſt ſacredly 
preſerved. They ariſe from 6001. Sterling, bequeathed to 
the above univerſity, between 30 and 40 years ago, by Dr Alex- 
ander Moir, an Auchindown man, and for ſome time the pariſh 
ſchoolmaſter, for the education of four boys annually at the 
College, from this {chool, to be recommended by the miniſter, 
If two or more boys ſhould happen to be ſent at the ſame 
time, the beſt ſcholar, other things equal, is preferred: But if 
only one goes, he is entitled by uſe and wont, and writings 
explanatory of the wilt, without any competition, to the be- 
nefit of this legacy; if found able or fit for being received 
at a college at all, and if atteſted by the parſon of Mortlach 
as a proper boy and from this ſchool, for there muſt be one 
burſary to be giyen away every year, Dr Moir died in St 
Croix, where he had made his fortune; which was har dſome, 
as a phyſician. 

It is ſaid that Dr Lorimer of London, a native of this pa- 


riſh and extremely fond of it, means to give a ſum of money 


| Vor. XVII. 31 for 
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for another burſe to the boys of this ſchool : And if x the 
ſame time he could think of the ſchoolmaſter, and leave any 
thing for him, it might be of much utility, as an inducenen 
to a proper man either to come or to continue in the place, 


The Poor. — The number on the poors roll, at an average, 
is from 50 to 60, and the funds for their relief, being the pro. 
duce of all the collections in church, except the yearly 
one for the infirmary of Aberdeen, and the intereſt of 10001 
Scots, a bequeſt of the ſame Duff of Dipple who left a thou. 
fand merks for the ſchool, do not exceed twenty pounds per 
annum: $0 it is only a ſmall aſſiſtance, and not a ſupport 
which can be derived from them. But even in the 1782 no 
body periſhed for want; though many were on ſhort alloy. 
ance: With ſome ſavings of former years, laid out in pur. 
chafing white peaſe, almoſt the only grain then to be got, 
and the help of ſome meal from government, a ſhift was made 
to meet the ſucceeding crop. And, moſt luckily for the poor, 
the prices for ſpinning linen yarn, the chief employment of 
the women in this part of the country, were then very 
high, 


Price of Proviſions and Rate of Wages. Proviſions of all 
kinds are conſiderably dearer than they were about 20 or 30 
years ago, ſome articles a third, and others a half, and they 
are ſtill riſing in their value. The prices at pretent are ſo 
much ſimilar to thoſe which will be mentioned in the neighs 
bouring pariſhes that it is needles to be particular: Aid 
the ſame may be {aid of the rate of wages, whether for ar- 
tificers, ſervants, or day labourers. Ot the three, however, 
farm ſervants have come to the moſt extravagant pitch. In- 
deed as to the labouring man at ſixpence a day with his victuals, 
when married and with a few young children, it is rather ſur- 
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on th 
their 


of Mortlach. 435 


priſing how he makes out at all, conſidering that he cannot 
get wor k all the year round, unleſs the winter ſcaſon be un- 
commonly mild: Much, eſpecially for clothing, muſt depend 
on the induſtry and economy of the wife; and after all, on 
their ſmall and honeſt earnings, one would imagine there is a 
portion of ſuch a bleſſing, as, in the days ot od, there was 
in the widow's barrei of meal and cruite of oil. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. —-It may be remarked as a 
peculiar advantage to this pailth. that it is plentifully tuppli- 
ed with timber, dot iu tur tuc purpoic 01 bmiding and for all 
farming ureniis. cmetly witiin meit, and parily from its vi- 
cinny to che Spey, Which Hats down conveniently and at an 
ealy ex ence, tue trees of Glenmore and other highland fo. 
relts, on the banks of hat itatety river: And, as to its natu- 
ral difauvantages, it has few or none, but iuch as are almoſt 
inſeparable from an inland and mountainous ſituation. 


Melior ations, —But, undoubtedly, the condition of the peo- 
ple might in mauy reipects be made better, 


Services, Services or bondage, as a part of the value of 
their lands, do ſtill diſgrace the rentals of ſome of the heri- 
tors: And though they are required with great indulgence, 
and not nearly to the extent of the obligation in their tacks, 
yet they hang over the heads of the tenants, like a depreſſing 
weight, and ought moſt certainly to be aboliſhed. 


Multures.— Multures, or aſtrictiors ia the way of. thirlage 

to any particular mill, ſhould alſo be reaſonably converted, 
and done away, The farmer would then go with his victu- 
al, wherever he pleaſed, and have nothing to pay but to the 
operative miller for his trouble and expence. Lhus it would 
become the intereſt of the workman, and it is always ſafeſt 
to make intereſt and duty go together, to grind the corns well, 
give 


r 7 
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give ready ſervice, and not to overcharge z and it would alſo 
be the intereſt of the farmer to go to the neareſt mill, if pro. 
perly conducted, | 


Leaſes. —Leaſes ought to be longer than they are: The 
longeſt juſt now is nineteen years. 


Reads.—Our bad roads are a great inconvenience and a 
great loſs; and very bad they are in general, except where it 
is almoſt impoſſible to make them ſo. They are much ne- 
glected, and never will be tolerable, it is to be feared, till 
either the ſtatute labour be commuted, or turnpikes eſtabliſh 
ed. The people turn out to this work with reluctance, 
becauſe they do not experience the benefit of it; tor, by 
unſkilful management; the roads are often worſe rather than 
better of all they do: And the overfeer, loth to impole z 
hardſhip on thoſe who are generally his neighbours, or ty 
offend them, is too eaſy in his duty; and, on the whole, their 
work is a mere farce, The difficulty of providing fuel is ano- 
the evil. Cutting, ſetting up, and leading home the peats 
and turfs occupy the greater part of the ſummer, from the 
end of the bear ſeed to the beginning of harveſt, 


Fuel, —Coals muſt be the remedy for this. Even with our 
preſent roads, it is allowed, by thoſe who have made the trial, 
that they are the cheapeſt firing; And if the roads were 
good, or, which would be better ſtill, if one might indulge 
the idea of a canal, there would be a moſt comfortable re- 
lief in this requiſite article, 8 


Game La tus. The game laws, though not immediately con- 
nected with agriculture or the neceſſaries of life, are loud'y 
complained of, by numbers in this part of the country, as 2 


heavy grievance. It is thought exceeding hard, that a men 
BY | darg 
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lare not ſhoot a hare or a patridge, on his own farm or in 
his own garden, but like a poacher or a thief; and that o- 
hers may come and do fo at his very door, to his great mor- 
tibcation, and perhaps to the injury of his crop. 

be WM Surely the tax on licences of this kind can be no mighty 
oo ect for the revenue; and it aids in ſupporting and rivet- 
ting this purſe proud and unjuſt procedure. In truth, thoſe 
arbitrary acts are the vileſt veſtige of feudaliſm and ariſtocra- 
cy now remaining in our free and happy land; and it is to 
be ſuſpected that Britain may one day ſadly mourn their ef- 
fects: For nothing can have a ſtronger tendency to ener- 
nate and enſlave the inhabitants of any country, than a probi- 
dition of the uſe of arms, to which theſe laws eventually do 
awourit, In the time of need, they will neither know how 
to load nor fire. And, it ever an invaiion ſhould come upon 
us, we will be able to do but little in our own detence. In- 
ſtead of lounging over the coals in an idle morning, inactive 
and ſpiritleſs as he now muſt do, when the operations of huſ. 
bandry are arreſted, by the froſt and ſnow, the peaſant, ſportſ- 
man, and there is no inconſiſtency, eſpecially in the highlands, 
in one's being both, was wont to range over the fields and 
hills, with his dog and his gun, in manly exerciſe, which 
gave health to his body and vigour to his mind, Ou this ſub- 
ject, it is frequently obſerved, and the obicrvation feems juſt, 
that there was greater plenty of all forts of game before theſe 
confinements than ſince, And the reaſon is pretty plain. 
Every body almoſt then had an intereſt in deſtroying hawks 
and other ravenous animals, and likewiſe in taking care 
of the eggs and young in the ſpring ; whereas now, as they 
are to have no ſhare either of the pleaſure or profit after- 
wards, to uſe no ſtronger language, they are entirely careleſs 
and indifferent about the matter. 


1 


r- 


Miſcellancous.— There was an uncommon mortality in this 


pariſh 
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pariſh in 1963, occaſiored by a putrid fever; and, during gene 


the rage of the diſeaſe, the froſt was 1o very intenſe, tha villen 


was neceflary to kindle fires in the church-yard to fo 


RE ogg «ft 
the ground for digging the graves : In the month of January WY iy hea 
Mr Walter Sime the miniſter was one of thirteen corps un. riſes, 
buried at the ſame tine. decifit 

Balveny houſe may be admitted here, a large and mo. exper 


dern manſion, one of the ſeats of Lord Fife, and built by hu Keith 
father, about a quarter of a mile below the old caſtle, which 
will be mentioned ſoon. It has a flat roof, and is covercd with 
lead. | 

It is a pity that this houſe is ſo ill ſet down, and that | 
Has no inhabitants, Lying naturally too low, the architef 
Has contrived to fink it lower ſtill : And yet, with the affe 
ciation of life and plenty and chearfulneſs within, it would 
communicate the ſenſation of a very ſhewy and pleaſant del 
ling. but, as it is, it looks ſolitary and forlorn. 

Within this century, the mode of living is much altered here, 
and not to the better: On the whole it is not ſo ſtrengthen» 
ing. The drinking of whiſky inſtead of good ale is a mi 
ſerable change, and fo likewiſe is the very general uſe of tea 
Theſe put together have been exceedingly hurtful both u hood 
Health and morals. Hence too many become 7:pplers, ve. has b 


gle& their buſireſs, and go to ruin: And hence nt is thought ound 
that conſumptions, ſtomach complaints, and a multiplicity d Wy 
diſorders, which go under the name of nervous, are more fre. pence 


quent than they were, It will probably be conſidered 4 N 


a pretty curious fact, that inſtead of two or three tea kettles, ¶ your; 
about 60 or 70 years ago, perhops one for the laird, another i of no 
for the parſon, and a third for the factor, there are here no pj 
two hundred at leaſt. But while theſe remarks muſt be made, ¶ reme 
as impartiality requires, it is agreeable, on the other hand, 08 in th 
obierve a circumſtance of a very different aſpect. Some time 


ago, the country hereabout was too much given to the indul- 
| gence 
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gence of a litigious ſpirit, a ſpirit, which, wherever it prevails, 


1 

k gill not fail to ſour the temper. waſte the ſubſtance, and cor- 
hen tupt the principles of honeſty : But now a law ſuit is ſcarce- 
ary WY ly heard of among them; and when any little difference a- 
un riſes, they refer it to a friend or two in the way of amicable 


deciſion. This happy alteration is owing partly to dear bought 


a0. experience; and partly to the removal ef a judicatory at 
bu Keith, a village within a few miles of them, where a ſubſti- 
ich tute of the ſheriff of Banffihire was wont to hold his meet- 
"th ings and diſpenſe the law, and where ſome pettifogger or o- 


ther was never wanting to foſter, if not to inſtil, an inclina- 
tion to a proceſs, as often as he could. A bleſſing when a- 
buſed is converted into a curſe, and now the people 
find, that though they are farther from the c-urt, they are 
nearer to juſtice, To Keith, they had frequent occaſions for 
the poſt office, or the ſhop or the market, and if the (mal. 
eſt diſputable trifle happened to be rankling them ar the 
time, the coal was blown; and they came home, buoyed up 
by their counſel, with the aſſurance of ample {tisfaftion and 
„an cheir expence, though the affair generally ended in their 
pockets being picked, and their peace and good neighbour- 
hood deſtroyed. A. cauſe not worth a groat, on either ſide, 
has been known to be conteſted for years, through all the 


it rounds of the moſt quibbling and tedious forme, and to coſt 
d each of the contending parties pounds inſtead of the original 
' pence. 

n Mortlach, though it has not much to ſhow that it is a fa« 
"WH vourite of the muſes, claims a relation to two Scotch ſongs 
"I of no lictle vogue, Roy's wife in Aldevallach, and Tibby 
oy 


Fowler in the Braes. Lhere are ſome old men yet alive who 
„remember to have ſeen the heroine of the latter. She lived 
in the braes of Auchindown, and was a plain looking lafs 

with 
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with a ſwinging tocher. The Glacks of Ballach, mentioned 
as the ſcene of the former, is a narrow and remarkable { 
near the old caſtle of Auchindown, between this it 
the Cabrach. Both ballads are ſaid to have been compoſel 
by diſappointed woers. 


Antiquities and Families of Note. — There are two d 
caſtles, in this pariſh, well worthy of notice. Auchindom 
or Auchindune, and Balveny: And when a ſtranger » 
travelling through this part of Scotland, for : curioliy 
or pleaſure, they deſerve his attention, and willcontribut 
to his amuſement. Leſs than an hundred years ago, bot 
were inhabited, When they were firſt built, it is nc 
known, or by whom. The caſtle of Auchindune ſta 
on a green mount of conical ſhape, over the Fiddich; 
Its fituation is bold and commanding. In the central apa 
ment of the building, there is a piece of admirable workman 
ſhip, in grand and gothic ſtile. It has been in the poſſeſſot 
of the family of Gordon fince 1935; and of that nang, 
there have been both Knights and Lords of Auchirdune, 
Before that period, it belonged. to the Ogilvies; and, with 
all its barony, was a part of the Lordſhip of Deſkford. Bl. 
veny caſtle is another very magnificent ſtructure. It is pla 
ced on a-beautiful eminence, on the banks of Fiddich like- 
wiſe, a little below its confluence with the Dullan, and bs 
a variety of charming ſcenery in its view. Tradition calk 
the oldeſt part of it, for it has evidently been built at diffe- 
rent times, a Pictiſh tower. In days of old, it ſucceſſively 
owned as its maſters the Cummings, the Douglaſſes, and the 
Stewarts z and, after them, paſling through ſeveral other fi- 
milies in the 16th and 17th centuries, it became the proper- 
ty of Duff of Bracco about the year 1687, and is now the 


Earl of Fife's. In the © 1446, there was a Lord Balveny of 
the 
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the name of Douglas. In the front, and high over its iron 
and maſſy gate, which ſtill remains, is a motto of the Stewarts, 
Farls of Athol, deſcriptive of the ſavage valour and unhap- 
py circumſtances of the times. FVRTH, FURTVIN. AND. 
FIL, THI. FATTRIS. The ſituations of both theſe ancient 
fortalices are well choſen for defence. They have alſo had 
their walls, their ditches, and their ramparts, and have been 
firongly fortitied by art. For prints of them, and more uti» 
nute obſervations, ſee Cordiner's Remarkable Ruins, No. 1 1: 
and 12. Such objects, preſenting themſelves to the eye, lead 
the mind to refle&t on the tranſitory nature of human things, 
ind inſpire a contemplative and melancholy pleaſure, Al- 
though now they are ruins, they were once the ſcenes of 
ſeſlivity and triumph. Many of diſtinguiſhed fame, though 
chicfly as warriors, have dwelt within them, for warlike feats 
were almoſt the only accompliſhments, which, in the days of 
their glory, conterred renown. 

There was another old building here, though of inferior 
note, at Edinglaſſie: One occurrence about it, however, is 
very memorable. In 16go, the year of the engagement on 
the haughs of Cromdale, ſoire of the highland clans, on 
their march from Strathſpey, through Mortlach to Strathbo- 
zie, and in a connection with the public diſſentions of the 
day, burnt this houſe : For which, the laird, whoſe name was 
Gordon, took his opportunity of revenge, in their return a 
few weeks after, by ſcizing eighteen of them at random, and 
hanging them all on the trees of his garden“: A ſhocking 
inſtance of the miſeries of a civil war, and allo perhaps of 
the tyrannical and deteſtable power then too often exerci- 
Vol. XVII. 3K | ied 


* There is a piece of moor-land on the eſſate of Edinglaſſie, 
called the Highlandmen's moſſie, where it is currently {aid they 
were all buried, 
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ſed by chieftains or haughty landholders, over the property, 
liberty, and lives of their fellow men, for either without any one 
trial at all, or with a mere ſhadow of one, they condemned very 
even to death, by pot or gallows. It is well known, that the ginn 
abuſes of theſe hereditary juriſdictions became ſo intolerable, Wl impe 
that they were put an end to, by an act of Parliament, in the Nef L 
reign of George II. and a great and happy reform it was, nate 

On the declining fide of a hill, bordering upon this pariſh, i Scot 
betwixt Glenrinnes and Glenlivet, the battle of Glenlia thin 
was fought, on the 3d of October 1594. The Earls d deci. 
Huntley and Argyle were the leaders of the two armies, of Ml ble, 
whom the latter, according to fome accounts, brought 10,000 
men to the field, Huntly was victorious, though his nun 
bers were, it is faid, but as 1 to 10. Many a gallant ma 
was killed. Adam Gordon's cairn, on the fide of the bum 
of Altonlachan, is a teſtimony of the place on which he fell 
He was Sir Adam of Auchindune, and Huntly's uncle, Ar. 
gyle was only 19 years of age, of a reſolute and noble ſpirit 
and felt feverely on the defeat. For the cauſe of this battle, 
and its more particular circumſtances, ſee the Hiſtory of the 
Family of Gordon, &c. 


Battle of Mortlach.— In the year 1010, Malcolm II. ob. 
tained, in this pariſh, that ſignal victory over the Danes, 
which has ever ſince given the place a ſuperior degree of 
tame, and makes it reſpected as claſſic ground. Human n+ 
ture is inclined to regard, with a peculiar reverence, the very 
fpot of earth on which was of old tranſacted any remarkable 
event. Malcolm had been beat the year before by the Danes, 
and was obliged to leave them in poſſeſſion of the lands of 
Moray. Anxious, however, to expel ſuch intruders, he nov 
returns upon them from the ſouth, with a powerful force; 
and the Danes, having intelligence of his motions, came for- WI «i: 
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ward to give him battle. The armies get their firſt ſight of 
one another not far from the church of Mortlach ; and a 
very little to the northward of it they engage. In the be- 
ginning of the attack, while puſhing on with too ardent an 
impetuoſity, Kenneth, Thane of the Illes; Dunbar, Thane 
of Laudian; and Graeme, Thane of Strathern, are unfortu- 
nately ſlain. On the loſs of three of their generals, the 
Scotch are ſtruck with a panic, and go into confuſion. Every 
thing was now in a moſt doubttul ſuſpenſe, and too likely to be 
decifive. The King, who has the character of a brave, ſenſi- 
ble, and pious man, is moſt reluctantly borne along with the 
retreating croud, till he was oppoſite to the church, thea a 
chapel dedicated to Molocus, The narrowneſs of the paſſage 
here abated a little the career of the purſuirg Danes; the 
flying army got a minute to breathe; and, from the very fi. 
wation of the ground, were again almoſt neceſſarily collect- 
ed, Oa a mere incident, a preſence of mind, or a happy 
thought, under providence, often depends the fate of war, 
The monarch was ſeized, perhaps from the very appearance 
of the conſecrated walls in that aera of ſuperſtition, with a 
devotional impulſe. He prays, pays his homage to the Vir- 
gin Mary, and the tutelary faint, according to the manners 
of the times, makes a vow, is inſpired with a confidence of 
the aid of Heaven, and addreſſes himſelf, in an animating 
ſpeech, to his countrymen and fellow foldiers. It was the 
critical moment—his crown, his all was at ſtake, and the 
Danes were a cruel enemy, He immediately takes the lead; 
prefles on the foe 3 throws Enetus, one of the Daniſh gene- 
rals, from his horſe, and kills him with his own hand. With- 
out a certain degree of enthuſiaſm, there is nothing great to 
be done, The charge, without delay, is generally and vigo- 
rouſly renewed ; and, under the mingled influence of patri- 
&iſm and religion, the Scotch carry every thing before them, 

and 
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and win the day: And a bloody day it is reported to hay 
been, though a glorious one, for Malcolm and his vidtorioy 
troops. Dome think that, for conveying its celebrity to fy. 
ture ages, was erected the ſtately obeliſk ſtill ſtanding at For. 
res, Certain it is, that ſoon after the Danes finally left the king. 
dom. There is an appearance, that the ſecond and finiſhing 
conflict, after rallying, happened a few hundred yards to the 
ſouth weſt of the Caſtle of Balveny; and probably the more 
ancient part of that building was then in exiſtence; for: 
fort is mentioned as near the field of battle. Perhaps it 
will be expected, that the ſtratagem of ſtopping the courſe 
of Dulſan for a night ſhould be taken notice of here, and 
the letting it dow” in a prodigious torrent on the ſurpriſed 
Danes, thought to have been drawn up on each ſide of this 
little river, by which their army is ſaid to have been divid: 
ed, and to have become an eafier conqueſt, Such a thing 
may have been, and, from the preſent face of the ground, is 
not incredible; for the rivulet runs, about an Engliſh mile 
above the church, in a very contracted channel, between 
high rocks; and beyond that there is a moſt capacious baſon, 
for the water to flow quietly back for a long time indeed, 
But if ſuch a manoeuvre was practiſed at all, it is more likely 
that it had been on ſome other occaſion than that of the en- 
gagement juſt now related. See Fordun, Boece, &c. 

As traditional and pretty ſure memorials of this famous 
battle, are pointed out; 

1. The veſtiges of an intrenchment, very diſtinct at this 
day, on the ſummit of the little Conval-hill, called by the 
neighbourhood the Daniſh Camp. 

2. A number of tumuli, or cairns, ſuppoſed to have been 
collected over the bodies of the fallen. 


3. A huge and irregularly roundiſh ſtone, formerly, it is 


ſaid, on the grave of Enetus, but now rolled a few ells from 


in 


us 


he 
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+; ation over the corpſe, and made a part of a fence about 
feld of corn; where it is denominated the Aquavitae Stone. 
To account for this appellation, and tc prevent antiquarians 
from puzzling their brains with dark and learned hy; otheſes 
n time to CONE, it may not be improper to tell, that the 
men, whoſe brawny ſtrength removed this venerable tenant, 
fndmy it rather a hard piece of work, got, as a ſolace for 
their toll, a pint of whitky, out of which, immediately, 
mound the ſtone, they took a hearty dram, Every body 
knows, (hat, in Scotland, whiſky aud aquavitae are the fame, 

4. A iquare bit of ground, almolt covered with whins, 
into which multitudes of the dead were tumbled, Fhis 1s 
yery near the north-weſt corner of the fir-park of Tonga 
muid, and about 120 yards or ſo from the above itore, 4:mvit 
directly ſouth. | 

5. The length of Malecl»'s ſpear added to the church, 
at the weſt end, in performance of a part of nis vow. It 
has been the ſpear of a Goliah, 23 or 24 feet long. 

6. Three holes, exactly of the thape of ſkulls, in this ad- 
ditional and votive part of the houſe, yet to be ſeen; where 
the heads of three Danes of diſtinction had, with roo barba- 
tous a triumph, been originally built in the wall. At what- 
ever time, or in whatever way, three ſkulls may have firſt 
deen put there, there they ſurely were; and, not longer than 
about 30 years ago, was the laſt ot them picked out, and 
toſſed about by the ſchool boys. | 

7- A ſtanding ſtone on the glebe, having on two of its 
oppoiite fides ſome rude and unintelligible ſculpture. 

Human bones, broken ſabres, and other military armour, 
have been at different times accidentally diſcovered in this 
part of the country: And in plowing the glebe, about 40 or 
50 years ago, there was a chain of gold turned up, which 
looked like an ornament for the neck of one of the chiets. 


Biſhopric 
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Biſhopric of Mortlach,—It is clear, from the evidence 
hiſtory, that on this occaſion, by the pious gratitude of My, 
colm, and in fulfilment of a ſacred engagement, Mortlag 
was exalted to Epiſcopal honours. One Beyn, or Bean, wy 
by Pope Benedict, made its firſt biſhop. who, about 30 yen 
after, died, and was buried here. Donortius was the ſecond, 
and next to him came Cormac. Theſe two, between then, 
enjoyed their preferment more than 80 years, and, on thy 
death of the latter, ſucceeded Biſhop Nectan, the fourth ani 
laſt of Mortlach ; for in his fourteenth year, he was tranſl.4 
ed by King David I. to Aberdeen, which ſoon got the nany, 
and became the ſeat of the dioceſe, And thus Mortlach, 
from a dignified biſhopric, ſunk into an humble parſonage. 
The ſee was at Mortlach 129 years, from 1010 to 1139", 
Biſhop Ramſay of Aberdeen, in the year 1246, appointel 
13 prebendaries, of whom the 7th in order was the mY 
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of Mortlach. 


* Its juriſdiction and revenues were but ſmall, comprehend- 
ing no more than the church of Mortlach, the church of Co- 
veth, and the church of Dulmeth with all their lands: But, in 
regard to precedence, it was the ſecond in Scotland, that of $ 
Andrews being the only one before it, which extended over al 
the kingdom, and whoſe biſhop was then deſigned Epijeyu 
Scotiae, or Epiſcopus Scatorum. 
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PARISH OE, FORRES. 


(CounTY or Banre.—PrrsBYTERY OF FORRES,— 
SYNOD OF Mokrar.) 


By the Rev. Mr JohN M:DonNEL, Miniſter. 


ode Situation and Name. 


ORRES, a royal burgh, ſituated upon the Moray Frith, 

gives name to this pariſh. Ir lies in the ſynod of Moray, 

and is the ſeat of the preſbytery of Forres, Forres, as an- 

tiently written, is of Celtic origin, ſignifying its fituation up- 
on the: ſea. 


Extent and Boundaries. The form of this pariſh is irrega- 
lar, approaching neareſt to a triangle, with a ſtripe of moor- 
iſh and hill ground, about three miles in length, ſtretching 
from one corner. It is four miles in length, and about two and 
one half in breadth ; bounded upon the north by the bay 
of Findhorn, a large baſon of ſhallow water, formed by the 
meeting of the tide and the river Findhorn; on the north- 
caſt by the pariſh of Kinlop ; on the eaſt and ſouth by the 
pariſh of Rafford On the ſouth-weſt and north north-weſt, 
dy the river Findhorn, which divides it from the united pa- 


tines of Dyke and Moy. 
The 


P 
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The ſouth and ſouth. eaſt parts of this pariſh are hilly, c | 
vered with ſhort heath and furze. The reſt is one continue 1 
rich arable well cultivated field. 


Climate and Proſbect.— Forres, in point of ſituation and The 
climate, is inferior to no part of Scotland, The air is dh, 
ſerene, and healthy. The town, being built upon a riſing 
ground, about a mile from the Bay of Findhorn, command 1 
an extenſive proſpect of a rich and well cultivated courtr, 
interſperſed with the ſeats and improvements of many of thy bein 
neighbouring proprietors. Leis rain falis here than in mot g, 4 
other parts of the kingdom, the ſhowers being attracted by L 
the Moray Frith on the north, and on the ſouth, by the til 
which divide Moray from Strathſpey. 


1 
but 

Church and Stipend.— The value of the living is 98 bob - 7 
of bear, 20 bolls of meal, and 490 pounds Scots, a glebe of il cou 
4 acres, and manſe and office houſes, The Earl of Moray Will ima 
is undoubted patron, The church was built in 1745. Its 
dimenſions, within walls, are 72 by 36 feet ; and it contain 
1800 people. 

The heritors of the pariſh are the Earl of Moray, Sir 
James Grant of Grant, Robert Urquhart of Bandſyards 
Alexander Penroſe Cumming of Altyre, John Gordon d 
Gruſhop, Dunbar of Grarye, Leſlie of Balnegeith, Urquhart 
of Tannachy, and Mr Strahan of Druimduan, with one | 
{ſmall proprietors, holding of the town of Forres. * 

All theſe, except Lord Moray and Sir James Grant, have WE ve 
their reſidences within the pariſh. ke 

Ce 


Population. From an actual ſurvey lately made, the nun WF co 


der of inhabitants was found to be 2987 ; of which number WF an 


there are, 1 
pl a 


ug 


* 
S> 23.9 
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Males 1341 2398 reſide in the town 
Females 1646 589 reſide in the country. 
2987 2987 | 


The number of inhabitants in 1774, appears, from actual 
ſurveys, to have been 2793, ſo that there is now an increaſe 
of population of 194. | 

The number of births, during a period of 11 years, from 
1779 to 1789 incluſive, is 895; 453 males, and 442 females, 
being in the proportion nearly of 41 to 40, and the average 
813. 

Upon an average of the laſt 11 years, the number of mar- 
rages of perſons reſiding in the pariſh is 15 annually. 

There are many perſons now living in the pariſh of 80, 
but none whoſe age exceeds 92, 
There are 18 farmers refiding in town, and 43 in the 
country, many of whom, eſpecially thoſe in town, hold very 
mall poſſeſſions. mY 


56 Shoemakers 4 of whom reſide in the country. 
33 Weavers 8 ditto. 
25 Taylors 2 ditto, 
6 Blackſmiths 
58 Journeymen and apprentices. 


Trade, There are in Forres 60 merchants and ſhop- 
keepers. Theſe were formerly principally ſupported by tra- 
velling and vending their goods in all the villages and mar- 
ket towns to the weſt and north, particularly Sutherland, 
Caithneſs, and Roſs, and as far as Orkney. But this inter- 
courſe is in a great meaſure now rendered unneceſſary, ab in 
all theſe countries they have got ſtationary ſhopkeepets, who 

Vol. XVII. 3 L | can 
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can retail their goods nearly upon as low terms as the met. 
chants of Forres, 


Manners.— About 50 years ago there were only z tes. 
kettles in Forres at preſent there are not leſs than 300. The 
blue bonnets of Forres were then famous for good credit, 
and at that period there were only 6 people with hats in the 
town; now above 400. Happy for our country did ve 
keep pace in virtuous improvement, with the extravagant re. 
finement adopted in dreſs and manners. About 30 years 
ago, 30s. would have purchaſed a complete holiday fuit of W fum 
clothing for a labouring ſervant; according to the preſent WM res, 
mode of dreſs, it will require at leaſt 5 1. to equip him. the 


Rate of Wages.— About the year 1750, a ſervant engaged 
for harveſt had 4d. a day with his victuals; now 10 d. with 
two meals, For the whole time of harveſt then, he had 10s. 
now 25s. A journeyman maſon had then 1 merk Scotch, 
without victuals, now 20d. A labouring man ſervant had, 
at the above period, 15s. 4d.; now from 21. 10s. to 
31. 10s. in the half year. A woman ſervant then had 
8s. and 4d. and ſome 10s. ne. now from 185. 
to 218. 


Eccigſiaſtical State. There are no ſectaries in Forres, ex- 
cept a few Seceders. They are not upon the increaſe. 


Productions of this Pariſb.— The ſoil and climate of this 
pariſh will produce any crops that can be raiſed in any part 
of Scotland, Harveſt begins the firſt week of Auguſt, and 
towards the end of that month, even during the late rainy 


ſeaſons, i it e e It is no uncommon thing, in 
this 
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this neighbourhood, to cut down barley in 12 or 13 weeks 
after the time of ſowing it. 


Pocrs Funds. — About 125 perſons receive charity from the 
church and poors funds, many of whom are heads of fami- 
lies Amongſt theſe there is annually divided about 40 l. 
ariſing chiefly from the collections made at the church doors. 
But the poors funds have been lately conſiderably augment- 
ed by a donation left by the Rev. Mr Alexander Watt, late 
miniſter of this pariſh, of about 200 l. Beſides the above 
ſums, there is 15 l. annually divided amongſt the poor of For- 
res, being the intereſt of money left under the direction of 
the Town Council. 


Price of Proviſions.— About the year 1750, beef and mut- P 


ton ſold in the markets at 1 d. per lib, and fiſh for 1d. per 
dozen; oat meal for 8s. per boll of g ftone ; wheat for 118. 
and barley for 10s. Our market is plentifully ſupplied with 
every article of proviſion, beef and mutton at 3 d.; fiſh, at 
an average, at 6d. the dozen of haddocks, and ſalmon at 
4d. the lib. z pork, from 3 d. to 4d.; lamb and veal from 
4d. to 42 d.; butter, from 75d. to gd. per lib. ; and cheeſe 
45. to 48. 6d. per ſtone, The lib, of butter 24 oz. and 16 
lib. to the ſtone, | 

Scbcols.— In the town of Forres there is a grammar ſchool, 
with a ſalary of 20 l.; and, from the abilities and attention 
of the preſent teacher, it has acquired a great character. 
Latin, Greek, French, and the various branches of the ma- 
thematics, are taught with great ſucceſs; and a young gen- 
tleman may have board and education for 20 l. per annum. 


Beſides the ſalaries given to the public teachers, the Magi- 


ſtrates give ſome ſmall donations to thoſe who keep private 
ſchools, 
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ſchools, to encourage them in their attention to their charge, 
There is likewiſe an Engliſh ſchool, ſeparate from the gram. 
mar ſchool ; the teacher has a ſalary of 15 l. per annum, and 
every encouragement from the magiſtrates that can render 
his ſituation comfortable, Ihe price of education in this 
town, as in every other part of Scotland, is very low. The 
learned languages are taught for 2 8. 6d. per quarter; Eng. 
liſh for 1s. 6 d. per ditto. 

There is likewiſe a boarding- ſchool for young ladies, where 
the various branches of needle work, muſic, and other parts 
of female education, are taught with great ſucceſs, The 
miſtreſs has a ſalary of 161. per annum from the town; and 
a young lady may have every accommodation for 151. a 
year. Dues per quarter, muſic, 1@s. 6d.; plain work, 28. 
6d.; tambour, 5 s.; gun flowers, a guinea. Particular at- 
tention is paid to the morals of youth in theſe different ſe- 
minaries of learning; and from the abilities of the preſent 
teachers, and attention paid to the ſchools by the Magiſtrates, 
and the healthy ſituation of the town of Forres, there is not, 
perhaps, a more eligible place for the education of youth any 
where, | 


Rivers and Fiſb.— In this pariſh there are no freſh water No 
lakes, and the river Findhorn and the burn of Forres are Went 
the only ſtreams in the pariſh. The fiſh found in the river At 
and bay of Findhorn, are ſalmon, trout, eels, flounders, and der, 
abundance of haddocks are taken in the Frith, which ſup- en 
Plies the town of Forres and the neighbourhood. The quan- Ide 
tity of ſalmon exported from Forres, upon an average of 10 
years, from 1773 to 1783, was about 300 barrels annually, 
befides the home conſumpt, which is not very conſiderable. a 
Since the 1783, the quantity of ſalmon taken is conſiderably 1 
leſs z but laſt, year, 1792, the fiſhing of the Findhorn has WPF 

| | | been 
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zee much more productive than for ſeveral years preceding. 
ſhe price of ſalmon is 4 d. and for trout g d. per lib, 


Navigation, &c.—Fhe river Findborn is navigable for 
Lats no farther than the tide flows, But did the increaſe 
commerce and manufactures require it, there is no place 
there a canal might be more eaſily made, From Forres to 
he mouth of the Bay of Findhorn, which is the ſea-port of 
Forres, the diſtance does not exceed 3 miles, and the tide 
lors in the baſon more than half that diſtance; and the le- 
jel of the ground, at the foot of the eminence on which the 
vonn of Forres ſtands, does not exceed the level of half tide 
y 14 feet; and that depth of a canal would carry boats 
ud lighters at high water to the town; and ſuch a canat 
nould have the advantage of the burn of Forres to keep it 
dear. The baſon already mentioned is a triangular piece of 
ow ground, partly of that kind of ſtiff clay foil, called carſe 
ground ; and partiy of fine compact ſand, mixed with light 
particles of earth waſhed down by the floods, It is all dry 
i low water, except the channel of the river, and a little 
hace at the inlet at high-water. Its circumference will be 
it leaſt 75 miles, and contains more than 2 ſquare miles of 
round, all of which might be recovered from the ſea, ex- 
cept what is neceſſary for a channel to the freſh water ſtreams. 
A bar of ſand, which ſtretches acroſs the mouth of the ri- 
er, prevents any ſurge from entering the baſon ; ſo that an 
embankment would have no weight of water to — but 
the ſmall fetch of the lake itſelf, 


Limeſlone, &c.—In all this pariſh there is only one quarry. 
if limeſtone, upon the eſtate of Mr Cuming of Altyre. It 
knot uſed in any great quantities. There is only one ſmall 
fach of coarſe moor- -ſtone 3; and no. detached ſtones are 
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found of any conſiderable ſize, either above or belo 
ground. 


Inundations.— The lower part of this pariſh is very much 
ſubject to be flooded by the rivers. In September 1768, and 
Auguſt 1782, there were a remarkable inundation. The ri 
ver Findhorn roſe to ſuch a height, that more than a mile 
in breadth of the fineſt lands was laid under water, and th 
crops either carried away or deſtroyed. 


Manifactures.— The inhabitants in general are diſpoſed to 
induſtry. No manufactures of public importance are carried 


on in or about Forres, except what ſupplies the town and it: 8 
vicinity. The ſpinning of linen yarn has for 20 years back 1 
brought a conſiderable ſupply of money to this country. Th n 
ſpinning of yarn, and manufacturing ſuch of it as may bes 
neceſſary for domeſtic purpoſes, has employed a conſiderable 1 
number of women, whoſe earnings have been of great advan- 
tage to themſelves, and beneficial to the public. The mer- ; 
chants are in the uſe of buying the yarn, and ſending it to | 
Glaſgow, where there is generally a ready ſale, unleſs the * 
market is overſtocked with Iriſh yarn, which, only on ac- 3 
count of its cheapneſs, at certain times is preferred. But Us 
fince the year 1784, the yarn trade has been gradually de- * 
clining, owing to the increaſe of machines for ſpinning cot- 2 


ton in the ſouth country, and the great quantities of yarn Th 
from Ireland imported into Glaſgow, by which the price of 


OE eſt; 
yarn in this country has been greatly reduced. Many of of 
thoſe formerly employed in ſpinning yarn for ſale have of F 


late taken to the ſpinning of Dutch flax for the manufactur- 
ing companies at Aberdeen and Inverneſs, 

A merchant of this town, in the year 1784, ſent to Glal- 
gow 23, 290 ſpindles of yarn, which was collected near this 


place, 


* 


* 5 
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place. The other dealers in that article (ent at leaſt 47,000 
pindles, which, at the rate of 2 8. per ſpindle for ſpinners, 
roduced 7029 1. Sterling. The Truſtees for ManufaCtures 
nd Improvements have given ſome encouragement for the 
wetting of lint-mills in this neighbourhood, and theſe pro- 
niſe to be of great utility; and while they provide a proper 
ind expeditious mode of manufacturing the flax, they will at 
the ſame time encourage the raiſing of that article in the 
country. Too much attention cannot be paid to this uſeful 
branch of trade, which employs thoſe, and makes them uſe- 


ful to ſociety, who would otherwiſe be a burden to the ſtate. 


Rent.—In the neighbourhood of the town, land let ſo high 
3 50s. and ſome of the fields cloſe to the town at 31. an 
acre, Theſe are farmed by horſe-hirers, who lay them down 
in graſs; and, by the high wages they get for letting out 
their horſes, are enabled to pay this enormous price for the 

Plantations, —To the ſouth of this town, upon a riſing 
ground, commanding a view of Forres and Findhorn, and 
the Moray Frith, ſtands the houſe of Burdſyards, reckoned 
one of the beſt ſituations which any country can afford. 
Upon this eſtate are very extenſive plantations of firs, in a 


very flouriſhing condition, planted by the preſent proprietors 


and others, and which now yield a profit of 100 l. a year. 
There are likewiſe conſiderable plantations of firs upon the 
eſtate of Cuthall, belonging to Alexander Penroſe Cuming 
of Altyre, fituated to the Jauth-weſt of the town, about 3 
miles upon the road leading from Forres to Yrverttown. 
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NUMBER XXX. 


PARISH OF KENMO RE. 


(CounTY or PRRTRH.—STNOD or PERTH AND S712 
LING.—PRESBYTERY OF DUNKELD), 


By the Rev. Mr CoLin Macvean, Miniſter, 


Name, Situation, Extent, &c. 


HE name is evidently derived from the Gaelic Cent 

mor, (pronounced Kenmore) in that language fignify- 

ing great head; and is probably fo called from a beautiful 
head - land projecting into the caſt end of Loch Tay, and on 
which the village and church of Kenmore are built, This 
pariſh is ſituated in that diviſion of Perthſhire called Bread- 
albane, in the preſbytery of Dunkeld, and ſynod of Perth 
and Stirling, On the eaſt it is bounded, about two miles 
below the village of Kenmore, with the pariſhes of Dull and 
Weem; on the weſt, by a part of the pariſhes of Killin and 
Weem; on the ſouth and north, by thoſe hills which riſe 
to a conſiderable height from the ſides of the loch, and bor- 
dering on the ſouth with the pariſhes of Comrie and Mo- 
nivaird, &c. and on the north with the pariſhes of Fortin- 
gale and Weem. This parifh is about 7 miles in breadth, 
and extends to the weſt, from the village of Kenmore, on 
both fides of Loch Tay, about 8 miles, without any other 
Pariſh intervening. It is then interſected, for a very ſhort 
ſpace, with Crannich, and part of Ardernaig, in the pariſhes 


of 


of Kenmore, 457 


of Weem and Killin 3 after which it continues on both fides 
to the weſt end of the loch, on the north ſide; and nearly 
25 far on the ſouth. In a north-weſt direction from Killin, 
which is fituated at the weſt end of Loch Tay, there is a 
beautiful and ſequettred vale, called Glenlochay, a conſider- 
able part of which is in the pariſh of Kenmore, although ſome 
places of it are no lefs than 28 miles from the pariſh church. 
Such of the inhabitants of this glen, and other parts of the 
pariſh, as are adjacent to Killin, attend divine ſervice there. 


They have ſears in the church of Kulm; and when any repairs 


are wanted, either for church or manſe, they perform car- 
riages, &c. as were they pariſhioners. Their elders have a 
ſeat in the kirk-ſeſſion, and their poor are chiefly ſupplied 
from the funds at Killin, It does not, however, appear, 
that their lands were formerly annexed, guoad ſacra, to that 
pariſh, To Kenmore, alſo, belongs a ſmall part of Glen- 
quaich, which lies to the ſouth of the pariſh, and is teparat- 
ed from it by a hill 5 miles over, The inhabitants of this 
glen depend for church privileges on the miſſion of Amul- 
rce. 


Lahes and Rivers. — The only lake worth mentioning is 
Loch Toy, which is 15 miles in length, and, in general, a 
mile in breadth, but two miles where broadeſt, It is ſaid to 
be in many places 100 fathoms deep. This lake, which 


bor⸗ eels, charr, and other trouts. The ſalmon are of an excel- 
*. lent quality, and are found clean at all ſeaſons. Lord Bread- 
tin · ¶ albane has the privilege of fiſhing them in the loch the 
dth, whole year . The principal river is the Tay, which ifſucs 
> Vor. XVII. ; 3M from 
ther 

nort * The water of Loch Tay ſuffers, at times, violent and un- 


ſhes common agitations, occalioned, it is believed, by a ſubterra- 
| | 8 Ge, | neous 
of neou 


ſeldom or never freezes, abounds with ſalmon, pike, perch, 
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from the loch on the north ſide of the village of Kenmorg, 
and, after a courſe of 60 or Jo miles, diſcharges itſelf into 
the ſea, below Dundee. It is navigable as far up as Perth. 


Road; 


neous impulſe. The following copy of a letter, written by Mr 
Fleming, contains a particular deſcription of a phenomenon of 
this Kind, which happened in the year 1784. 


Manſe of Kenmore, Nov. 4. 1784. 


J did not return from the excurſion on which I was when 
1 had the pleaſure to ſee you at Dundee, till laſt Tueſday night. 
On my arrival 1 found your letter reſpecting the phenomenon 
that lately happened in this neighbourhood. Although ill qua- 
lified to give you ſatisfaction upon this ſubject, 1 ſhall, however, 
comply with your defire, and give you the moſt accurate ac. 
count of that phenomenon which I have been able to obtain, 
On Sunday the 12th September, about 9 o'clock in the 
morning, an unuſual agitation was obſerved ja Loch Tay, near 
the village of Kenmore. That village ſtands at the eaſt end of 
the lake, having the river, which there iſſues from the lake, on 
the north ſide, and a bay about 460 yards in length, and 2c0 
yards in breadth, on the ſouth. The greater part of this bay 
is very ſhallow, being generally no more than 2 or 3 feet deep; 
but before it joins the body of the lake, it becomes ſuddenly 
very deep. At the extremity of this bay, the water was obs 
ſerved to retire about 5 yards within its ordinary boundary, 
and in 4 or 5 minutes to flow out again. In this manner it 
ebbed and flowed ſucceſſively 3 or 4 times during the ſpace of 
a quarter of an hour, when all at once the water ruſhed from 
the eaſt and weſt in oppolite currents, towards a lake acrols the 
bay, and about the edge of the deep, roſe in the form of a great 
wave, to the height of 5 feet above the ordinary level, leaving 
the bottom of the bay dry, to the diſtance of between go and 
100 yards from its natural boundary. When the oppoſite cur- 
rents met, they made a claſhing noiſe, and foamed ;z and the 
ſtronger impulſe being from the eaſt, the wave, after riſing to 
its greate!t height, rolled weſtward, but flowly diminiſhing as it 
went, fer the ſpace of 5 minutes, when it wholly difappeared. 
As the wave ſubſided, the water flowed back with ſome force, 
and exceeded its original boundary 4 or 5 yards; then it ebbed 
again about 10 yards, and again returned, and continued to 


ebb 


* 
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Roads and Bridges, —On both ſides of Loch Tay are good 
roads from Kenmore to Killin, The one on the north fide 
Was 
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ebb and flow in this manner for the ſpace of two hours, the eb. 
bings ſucceeding each other at the diſtance of about 7 minutes, 
and gradually leſſening, till the water ſettled into its ordinary 
level. 

« At the ſame time that the undulation was obſerved in the 
bay on the ſouth fide of the village, the river on the north was 
ſeen to run back; the weeds at the bottom, which before point- 
ed with the ſtream, received a contrary direction; and its 
channel was left dry about 12 feet from either edge. Under Fir 
the bridge, (which is 60 or 70 yards from the lake), the cur- * 
rent failed, and the bed of the river appeared where there had 1 
been 18 inches of water. | A 

« During the whole time that this phenomenon was obſerv- 1 
ed, the weather was calm. It could barely be perceived, that 1 
the diregion of the clouds was from N. E. The barometer 
(as far as I can recollect) ſtood the whole of that and the pre- 
ceding day, about 29 inches. 

© On the next, and the 4 ſucceeding days, an ebbing and 
flowing was obſerved, nearly abont the ſame time, and tor the - 
ſame lepgth of. time, but not at all in the ſame degree as on the 
firit day. A ſimilar agitation was remarked at intervals, ſome 
days in the morning, other days in the afternoon, till the 15th 
of October, ſince which time no ſuch thing has been obſerved. 

« I have not heard (although I have made particular inqui- 
ty) that any motion of the earth was felt in this neighbour- 
hood, or that the agitation of the water was obſerved any 
where but about the village of Kenmore. 

« I hope the above account will furniſh an anſwer to molt 
of the queſtions contained in your letter. If there be any other 
circumſtance, about which you wiſh to have farther informa- 
tion, it will give me pleaſure to be able to communicate it. 
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t I am, &c. 
(Signed) « THO. FLEMING: 


« N. B. The village of Kenmore is fituated nearly in the 
parallel of 56 deg. 38 ſec. and about 1 degree welt of the me- 
ridian of Edinburgh. Loch Tay extends from thence ſome- 
what more than 15 miles W. 8. W. Its medium breadth is 
not much leſs than a mile, and its depth mult be very Kt 8 

| | able, 
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was made a conſiderable time ago; that on the ſouth ſide 
was made by the pretent Earl of Breadalbane, ſoon after hs 
fucceeded to the eſtate, and ſolely at his own expenct. 
Thefe roads have hitherto been kept in repair by the fa. 
tute labour; but a propoſal is now made to convert it into 
money. A more pleaſant ride than that between Kenmore 
and Killin, on either fide of the loch, is very ſeldom to be 
met with. Each of theſe villages is furniſhed with a good s 01 
inn. A handſome bridge, of five arches, is built over the Win 
Tay at Kenmore; and a great number of ſmall ones are 
thrown over the torrents which deſcend from the mountains 
| into the loch, on both fides. Of theſe mountains, Ben. Wl joct 
Lawers, on the weſt ſide, is by far the higheſt, being 401 + WD: 
feet above the level of the ſea, and is ſaid to be the ſecond Ml +; | 
higheſt monntain in Scotland. While I write this, being the rn 
16th of May 1795, it is covered with new laid ſnow, a con- 
fiderable way down its fides. It abounds with many rare 
plants, and is frequented by a great variety of quadrupeds lip 


and fowls ©. | the 

525 Statt alb 

Et an 

able, if one may judge from the height of the adjacent moun - ¶ th; 
tains,” 

for 


On the 13th July 1794, Loch Tay experienced agitations fi- co 
milar to what are deſcribed above, although not ſo violent, nor lot 
of ſo long continuance. 


* Many rare alpine plants may be claſſed amongſt the natu- ex 
ral productions of this mountain, as the Aſtragalus wralen/# ; P 


Arenaria ſaxatils; Juncus zaquint ; Acrolticum i,; Ceraltium 
alpinum ; ( Linn.) Erigeron a/pr:um 3 Gentiana nivalis ; Carex ri- 
gida ; Lichen croceus ; L. fuſeo luteus ; Draba fle/lata ; Veronica 
faxatilis ; Phleum alpinum ; Cherleria ſedordes, &c, Some of pl 
theſe plants have not, it is believed, been diſcovered on Ben- fo 
lomond, or, perhaps, any other mountain in the iſland ; and p1 
are omitted by Dr Lightfoot, and other writers on 2 . 
plants. 
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ſide dale of the Church and School. The value of the living, 
r he Nacluſive of the glebe and a ſmall farm annex-d to it, which 
ace, W ne incumbent enjoys by the beneficence of the Breadalbane 
ſta Whmnily, for the rent of 5 s. yearly, is about 751. Ihe church 


into Wind manſe were rebuilt in the handiomeſt manner about 35 
more Wi years ago, and are ſtill in good repair. The church is ex- 
o be ¶ cedingly near and plain; it is built in form of a croſs, and 
good WM is ornamented with a fine tower ſteeple, The manſe is large, 
the W handſome, and commodious. It is ſituated on a riting 
are ground on the ſouth fide of the loch, and commands a 
ains charming proſpect. Ben- ath 1s the village, church, bridge, 
ene loch, and the diſcharge of the river out of it, Oppoſite is 


015 
ond 
the 
on- 
are 
eds 


Drummond hill, riſing almoſt perpendicular, and reaching 
to the height of about 500 feet above the level of the loch, 
This beautiful hill begins two miles below Kenmore, and ex- 
tends weſtward 5 miles. It is covered, from one end to the 
other, with oaks, pines, Jarches, &c. and forms a moſt de- 
lghtful and pictureſque object. The pr. ipect to the caſt of 
the manſe comprehends a conſiderable part of Lord Bread- 
at: WM ilbane's pleaſure ground, and plantings about Taymcuth 
and is terminated by diſtant hills. io the welt is a view of 
dhe loch for about 5 miles, where it makes a bend to the 
ſouth. Its fides exhibit a pleaſing variety of wood and 
ſi· corn fields. The view beyond this is terminated by the 
07 BN lofty hill of Lawers, already mentioned. 
Having made mention of Taymauth, it may perhaps be 
u- expected that I ſhould give a particular account of that place. 


+ This, however, is a taſk to which I confeſs mylelt unequal. 
1 Accurate 
ca ö 

of plants. A non-deſcript graſs, probably of the Poa genus, is 
a- ſound growing near the foot of the mountain. It is a beautiful 
d graſs, and grows to the height of about 4 feet This, with 
h lome of the above mentioned plants, was lately diſcovered by 


D Mr John Mackay, an expert botaniſt, now in Edinburgh. 
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Accurate and beautiful deſcriptions of this place have bee 
given to the public, by Mr Pennant and others, to which 
deſcriptions the reader is referred. 

Beſides the pariſh church, there is a chapel at Lawers, 
the north fide of Loch Tay, where the miniſters of Ken 
more and Weem preach occafionally, Here the Society fot 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge eſtabliſhed, in the yea 
1790, a miſſion, on a fund mortified by the late Lady Gle 
norchy, of which they have the management. Out of thi 
fund one half of the miſſionary's ſalary is paid; the hearers 
pay the other. Lord Breadalbane gives a manſe and glebe, 
In this miſſion the preſent miniſter of Kenmore officiated, 
for about three years previous to his ſettlement there, which 
was on the 13th March 1794. In this pariſh are no ſech- 


ries of any denomination whatever, 'P 
| | faden 

Schools. The parochial ſchool, which is kept in the vil-W jſt 
lage of Kenmore, is generally frequented by about 100 ſcho- ¶ tim 
lars, except in ſummer and autumn, when many of the Wl plac 


youth, being neceſſarily engaged in huſbandry buſineſs, can. Wl for 
not attend their education. The Society for Propagating Wl far 
Chriſtian Knowledge in Scotland maintains four ſchools Wi mi; 
within the bounds of the pariſh. Private ſchools are allo WW pot 
occaſionally kept in different parts of the pariſh, and their ing 
teachers ſupported ſolely by the ſcholars parents. At pre- . 
ſent there are no fewer than four of theſe private ſchools, in 
but the number of ſcholars is not great. v 


State of the Peer — The number of poor upon the pariſh 
roll amounts to 40, excluſive of the poor of thoſe parts of 
the pariſh that are connected with Killin and Amulree. The 
funds for their maintenance in this, as well as in all the 
neighbouring pariſhes, ariſe chiefly from weekly collections 
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the church, which, in this pariſh, cammunibus annis, a- 

pount to 321. Beſides this, they have 5 1. yearly, being the 

ntereſt of 1001, which was mortified, about 60 years ago, for 

their behoof, by a near relation of the noble family of Bread- 
jbane. They have alſo another ſmall ſum at intereſt, which 

the kirk-1:Mon have been enabled, in times of plenty, to ſave 
out of the funds. The noble proprietors already mentioned, 
have, beſides, been long in the practice of diſtributing yearly, 
in the diſtrict of Breadalbane, from between go to 100 bolls 
of meal, to widows and orphans, and to aged and infirm 
perſons in indigent circumſtances, though not on the poor- 
roll. This meal has lately been converted into money, at 
16s, the boll. 


Population, —This pariſh ſeems to have undergone no con- | 
iderable change, with reſpect to population, for ſome time 
paſt, The diſtricts along the ſides of Loch Tay have, from 
time immemorial, been remarkably populous, In thefe 
places, the tenants, in general, have but very ſmall poſſeſ- 
fons, ſeveral of them being crowded together in the ſame 
frm, And although It is certain that the noble proprietor - 
might increaſe his rent-roll conſiderably, by enlarging the 
poſſeſions and leſſening the number of tenants, yet, know- 
Ing their attachment to their country, he allows them to re- 
min in the abodes of their forefathers. The only villages 
in the pariſh are Kenmore and Stronfernan, the latter of 
Fhich was built a few years ago, and conſiſts of about 24 fa- 
milies. 

It appears, by the return made to Dr Webſter in the year 
1755, that the population of the parith was then 3067. By 
a ſurvey taken in 1794-5, the population amounts to 3463. 
Of thele 1520 are males, and 1943 are females. The ave- 
rage number of marriages yearly is 24, and of births 60. 
The 
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The number of burials is uncertain, as there are no leſs tha 
6 burying places in the pariſh ; and no regiſter of buria 

kept. 
In the p-riſh are 63 weavers, 38 taylors, 36 wrights, 26 
ſhoemakers, 20 flaxdreſſers, to ſmiths, 9 maſons, 8 cooper; 
4 hoſiers, and [ dyer. In the above liſt apprentices and 
journeymen are included. a 
Agriculture and Huſbandry. — The richeſt and beſt cultivz 
ed land in this country extends nearly a mile in width on 
both fides of Loch Tay, The foil, which is of a loamy tex 
ture, has, in the courte of time, been carried down by th 
rains froin the higher grounds; and is enriched with the 
ſpoils of decayed animals and vegetables. The hilly land 
chiefly conſiſts of a light moſly kind ot foil, which natural); 
is not unfriendly to vegetation. Heath, bent, and coarſe 
grafles, are the general product of the hills and muirs; but 
the vallies and water carried foils in the glens, &c. produce 
good crops of excellent graſſes. The grains chiefly cultivat. 
ed are oats, bear or big (four-rowed barley), beans, peale, po- 
tatoes, and lint. The average return of oats is 3 or 4, and 
of barley 4 or 5. The return of lint is commonly a ſtone 
of flax from the lippie. Potatoes in general make a good te- 
turn. The old ſyitem of rotation, namely, the infield land 
with oats and bear alternately, and the outficld with oats and 
ley, is in general continued. Each farm is commonly ſub- 
divided among ſeveral tenants, a practice which does not 
merit the higheſt approbation . Theſe tenants have cach a 
ſeparate leaſe or verbal bargain, the duration of which is 
moſtly from year to year, at the will of the proprietor. Un- 
| der 


See Marſhall's Survey of the Central Highlands, p. 32. 
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ter ſuch a ſyſtem; agriculture cannot be expected to make 
great progrels. 


Jurial 

© Horſes, Cows, and Sheep.—The horſes, with which this 
* and the neighbouring pariſhes are ſtocked, are of the High- 
_ land breed, and of about 12 or 13 hands high. They are 


rery hardy, and eaſily ſupported. Their number, in this 
pariſh, is 926. The cattle are alſo of the Highland kind 
are kept principally for breeding, and amount to 3028.— 
The number of ſheep in the pariſh amounts to about 1 1,480. 


[tivat 


th o 
; 4 They are of the black-faced breed, which, for about half a 
y the entury paſt, have gradually ſucceeded the antient High- 


land, or native kind, a few of which yet remain in ſome 
places in the neighbourhood. The above numbers of the 
live ſtock are excluſive of followers. Some trials have 
lately been made to introduce the Cheviot breed of ſheep. 
Lord Breadalbane, a few years ago, complimented ſome of 
his principal tenants with a few of the Cheviot ſheep, by 


1 the 
land 
urally 
coarle 
3 but 


* way of trial. But none of the ſheep graziers have diſcover. 
, po ed any inclination to ſtock their farms with them, in prefe- 
ad bene to the black - faced kind. | 

ſtone | 

dre i Rental. —The real rent of the pariſh may be about 28col. 
unde Sterling. The value of land has rifen conſiderably theſe 
2 laſt 12 years, in conſequence of the rife in the price of ſheep 
my and black cattle. The produce of the pariſh is ſuppoſed to 
1 de rather more than what is ſufficient for the conſumpt of 
5 the inhabitants. 

ch 15 | | 

Tas Antiquities, On a ſmall iiland, at the weſt end of Loch 


Ley, are the ruins of a priory dependent on the religious 
eltabliſhment of Scone. It was founded in the year 1122, 
by Alexander I. of Scotland, in which were depoſited the 
Vol. XVII. 3 N remains 
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remains of his Queen Sybill. That it was founded by Alena 
ander appears by a grant made by that monarch, of the iſle 
in Loch Tay, directed Epiſcopis, Sc. Ut Eccleha Dei ibi pro 
me. et pro anima Sybillae Reg inae ibi defunctae, fabricatur, Cc. 

Several Druidical temples have, in this pariſh, ſurvived 
the waſte of time; and the more deſtructive delapidations of 
the incurious and avaricious. One, perhaps the largeſt and 
moſt entire of any in Scotland, yet remains about two miles 
down from Kenmore, although not in that pariſh, It is 
about 60 yards in circumference, and conſiſts of three con- 
centric circles. The ſtones in the outermoſt are not ſo large 
as thofe in the inner circles, and are not, like them, ſet on 
end, In this pariſh are ſeveral Tiobaits, or wells, the wa- 
ters of which were, of old, ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of heal- 
ing qualities; ſome were good for the toothach; ſome for 


ſore eyes, &c. Now, however, they are very ſeldom vi- 
ſited “. 


* Several articles have been purpoſely omitted in this ac- 
count, having been already mentioned in the accounts of Ki!lin, 
Fortingale, &c. 


The following Copy of a Letter, reſpecting the Statiſtical Account 
of the neighbouring Pariſh of Fortingale is, by the Rev. Mr Ma- 
cara, and ſome other Gentlemen, requeſted to be arrcxed to the 


Statiſtical Hiſtory of the Pariſh of Kenmore, 


% Imagining that the clergymen in the Highlands of Scot. 
land would have been more particular in defcribing the man- 
ners and circumſtances of the inhabitants of their pariſhes, dur- 
ing the feudal ſyſtem, which formerly prevailed, I in that per- 
fualion repreſented the ſtate of my pariſh exactly as I found it, 
which I now regret, ſince, by my having done fo, it may be in- 
ſerred, that the inhabitants of the pariſh of Fortingale were 1n 
a peculiarly barbarous and miſerable fituation, which was by 
no means the caſe, as from ſimilar cauſes the manners and cir- 

: cumſtances 
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cumſtances of all the inhabitants in the remote parts of the 
Highlands were, during the period alluded to, much the ſame. 

« Being conſcious of having adhered to truth in the ſtatitti- 
cal account of my pariſh, I will make no apology for it; and 
my only intention in ordering the publication cf this is to re- 
move any unfavourable 1mpreſſion the readers of the Statiſtical 
Account of Scotland may have received, from my having been 
more particular in the account I have given, than ny brethren 
in other remote parts of the Highlands of Scotland have thought 


neceflary. 


(Signed) « DUNCAN MACARA.” 
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NUMBER XXXI. 


PARISH OF KINLOCH. 


(CouN TY or PERTH.—SyYNoD OF PERTH AND STik- 


LING.—PRESBYTERY OF DUNKELD), 
F 


By the Rev. Mr Joh Bropie, Miniſter, 


Name, Extent, Situation, Surface, Soil, Sc. 


KK takes its name from its relative ſituation to 
the loch hard by it; the word, in the Gaelic lan- 
gue, ſignifying the head of the loch. The pariſh is about 
9 mites in length, from the north-weſt corner to the ſouth- 
eaſt corner; and one mile and a half is its greateſt breadth 
from eaſt to weſt. The pariſh church is diſtant from Perth, 
on the ſouth, about 15 miles; from Dunkeld, on the weſt, 
about 9 miles; from Coupar-Angus, on the ſouth-eaſt, about 
45 miles; and from Blairgowrie, on the eaſt, about 2 mile 
and a half From the lakes and flat lying grounds to the 
ſouthward of the church, the ground riſes in elevation fer 
ſeveral miles to the northward, The ſouthern expoſure, the 
ſhelter from the high grounds to the northward, the beauti- 
ful lakes in the valley below, the plantations of wood on 


the eſtate of Marlee. and the other plantations and gentle- 


mens ſcats in the neighbourhood, all conſpire to render the 
lower part of this pariſh a beautiful part of this cou” try, 
The 1oil, though in general good, is of various qualities and 
- > | denomina- 
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nominations, from rich to poor, mortary, loamy, and ſan- 
dy ſoils. 


Lakes, Brooks, &c.—Though there is a great number of 
ſmall brooks in this pariſh, there are only two large ones, 
12 Lornty-burn, and Lunen- burn. The former cuts the 
pariſh acroſs from weſt to eaſt, On it there is one corn- 
mill, The latter is the boundary of the pariſh on the ſouth- 
eaſt, On it there is another corn-mill in the pariſh, There 
are three lakes or lochs in this pariſh, viz. the Loch of 
Drumelie, the Rae Loch, and the Fenzies Loch, all the pro- 
perty of Mr Farquharſon of Invercauld. Drumelie Loch 
is ſituated a little to the weſtward of the houſe of Marlee ; 
the Rae Loch about a quarter of a mile to the eaſtward of 
it; and the Fenzies Loch about a mile to the ſouth-eaſt of 
the houſe, Theſe lochs abound in pike, perch, and eel. In 
Drumelie loch are alſo to be had trout of a ſuperior ſize and 
quality. In this loch, and in Lunen-brook which iſſues from 
it, and which communicates with a number of fine lakes to 
the weſtward, are to be found trout in good order, that is 
fat, carlier in the ſeaſon, than in any other brook, river, or 
lake in this country. I his brook has a rich muddy bottom, 
in which there is plenty of ſlick- worm, (a ſpecies of food 
which the trout peculiarly delight in), 2nd as: there is very 
little current in the brook, that ſood is not ſo apt to be ſwept 
away by the ſwelling flood, as it is in brooks and rivers where 


there is a ſtrong current, 


Marl, Sc. —In two of theſe lakes, there is a valuable 
treaſure of rich ſhell marl. In the moſs or marſh which is 
connected with the Rae Loch, there is a marl-pit, the firſt 
that was opened in this country. It was partially drained, 


and opened for public ſale, about the year 1734. The drain 
| has 
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has been deepened by the preſent proprietor at different pe. 
riods of time, and at very great expence. The Fenzies 
Loch has alſo been partially drained, and a great quantity o 
marl has been taken out of it by means of boats and nets, 
This loch has every where a marly bottom, and the marl is 
in many places of a very great depth. The ſales of marl at powe 
theſe pits have been very extenſive; and the advantages de- M 
rived, not only to the proprietor of the marl, but alſo to incor 
all the proprietors of land in this neighbourhood, and to 
their tenants, have been very great. Arid theſe advantages 
would have been much greater had the proper method of 
cropping lands, when they were firſt marled, been rightly un- 
derſtood. Let it be obſerved, that there ſeems to be a natu- 


ral and neceſſary connection betwixt ſpring water and ſhell \ 
marl ; For, with reſpect to both the marl-pits above nam- Wl face 
ed, and all other marl-pits which the writer of this ſtatiſti. WM cir 
cal account has ſeen, a much greater quantity of water iſſues WM be 
from the reſpective pits than the quantity that runs into Wl ; » 


them; at leaſt than the quantity that runs ſuperficially into WM 
them; and becauſe, notwithſtanding of repeated trials, this 
writer has never yet ſeen marl found in any pit, marſh, or 
lake, into which as much water is obſerved to run, as that 
which runs out of it. With reſpect to the ſituation of marl- 
Pits, let it alſo be obſerved, with reſpect to theſe in this pa- n 
riſh, with reſpect to all the marl-pits in this country, and WM 4 
perhaps in every other country, that the circumjacent ground Wl 
riſes from the pit on all fides, excepting that one by which Wl c 
the water iſſues from the pit. By attending to theſe two 
obſervations, a great deal of trouble may be ſaved in the 
courſe of ſearching for marl ; and marl may be eaſily found 
in countries where it is not yet known. 

Marl, as a manure, operates chiefly upon the earth by ſe- 


Parating its parts, rendering it more penetrable to the roots 
| cl 
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if plants, and thereby giving them acceſs to draw nouriſh- 
nent from many particles of earth which did not contribute 
o their nouriſhment before ſuch ſeparation. Therefore, the 
more thoroughly that marl is intermixed or incorporated 
ith the foil to which it is applied, the more extenſive and 
powerful muſt be its effects. 

Marl can, with more eaſe or difficulty, be — and 
ncorporated with the foil, in proportion as the marl is rich 
or poor. The richer the marl is, the leſs it has of a cohe- 
ire quality, and therefore will be the more eaſily incorporated, 
and the poorer the marl is, the more it has of a cohefive 
quality, and therefore will be with the greater difficulty pul- 
reriſed and incorporated with the ſoil to which it is applied. 

Marl, though ſpecifically lighter than the foil on the ſur- 
face of which it is laid, does, by ſeparating the parts of the 


circumjacent earth, foon fink below the ſurface. And if it 


be allowed to fink in lumps, that is, before it be pulveriſed, 
great proportion of that marl will never afterwards be got 
thoroughly to incorporate with the ſoil, The moſt advan- 
tageous method, therefore, of applying this valuable manure, 
in order to obtain the full benefit of the quantity applied, is 
to lay it on the ground while under a graſs crop, and leave 
it expoſed on the ſurface over the winter ſeaſon, The 
thickly interwoven roots of the graſs will prevent any conſi- 
derable body of it from ſinking below the ſurface, till it be 
reduced by the winter froſts and rains, and, in ſmall partie 
cles, waſhed into the earth. | 

If marl muſt be laid on ground under fallow, it ſhould 
be previouſly put into a compoſt hill with earth, and, by 
mixing and turning, thoroughly pulveriſed. 

Marl put into compoſt with hot dung, will, by the Juices 
of the dung, be rendered more clammy and coheſive than it 
was before, and more unfit for incorporating with the 


earth, 
If 
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If you ſow flax ſeed for the ſecond or third crop on mag]. 
ed ground, that is, while the influence of the ground is moſt 
powerful, though the crop will have a promiſing appearance 
till the beginning, or towards the middle of July, when the 
plant is about 7 or 8 inches long, about this time, (under 
the- ſtrong influence of the ſun), the ſwelling and agitation 
of the earth, occaſioned by the powerful operation of the 
marl, break the tender fibres of this plant, while in its 
quickeſt growth, and caule it to decay. 


Agriculture, Ec, —This pariſh produces wheat, barley; 
oats, peaſe, flax, potatoes, and turnip, Clover and ryc-graſ 
ſeeds are ſown extenſively. Potatoes are planted in much 
greater quantities, than they were a few years ago. Beſides 
their great utility for the table, they are found to be excel 
tent food for horſes and black cattle, and are uſed as ſuch, 
A light, dry, or ſandy ſoil, is beſt for potatoes. The pota- 
toe called the London Lady is the beſt of the early ſpeci Wl A. 
of potatoes yet known in this pariſh, The red-noſed- white 
kidney potatoe, and the long-white-kidney potatoe, which Wl ; 
are equally great or thick at both ends, are the beſt eating 
of the late ſpecies of potatoes; and the laſt mentioned of . 
theſe is equally prolific with the common-late-round-white WM ba 
potatoe, The dark red Lancaſhire potatoe, if planted in a Ml U 
very dry ſandy ſoil, is more prolific than any other of the Wl «, 
ſpecies above mentioned; it is alſo more ſolid, a meaſure-full WM 6 
of this ſpecies, outweighing conſiderably the ſame meature- 
full of any of the others. The above mentioned different WM 4 
ſpecies are the beſt of all the variety of potatoes cultivated 
in this country. It has been found þere by repeated expe- 
riments, that the beſt method of preventing potatoes from 
degenerating, and of rendering them more prolific, is to raiſe 0 
potatoes now and then from the teed that grows upon the u 

plant. 
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plant. The proceſs is eaſy, viz. take 3 large ripe apples from 
a ſtem of your favourite potatoe. Preſerve them carefully 
from the winter froſts. About the beginning of April pre- 
pare a bit of good rich garden ground, With a wooden 
pole form ſmall drills in it about an inch deep. Pick the 
ſeeds out of the apples, and ſow them as regularly as poſſible 
in theſe drills, and cover the feed with about half an inch 
depth of earth. In the mean tinte prepare another piece of 
good rich ground; and when the potatoe ſeedling plants 
have grown about an inch high above the ground, caretully 
raiſe them, with as much earth about the plants, reſp Ct ve. 
ly, as poſſible, and tranſplant them into the other piece of 
prepared ground, at the diſtance of 10 in-ches betwixt the 
plants in the row, and the diſtance of 14 inches betwixt 
the rows, Hoe them when reedftul, and take them up 
when ripe. It they have been thus cared for, you will have 
mary of them as large as ſmall hen eggs the firſt featon, 
And, if you plant theſe ſcedling potatoes in good ground 


next ſpring, give them plenty of room. ard take good care 


of them, you will, againſt next autunin, find their prouuce 
arrived at the full fize of potatoes planted in the ordmary 
way, And from the ſeed of theſe three apples, you will 
have, the ſecond year, upwards of 4 bolls of potatoes. And 
theſe potatoes, thus raiſed from the apple feed, will continue, 
for le veral years, more prolific than potatoes which have not, 
tor many years, been raiſed from the apple-iced. 

It you plant the early potatoe called the London- Lady, or 
the early potatoe called the Glory of England, in rich, cry, 
varm lying ground, in the beginning of April, your crop 
vill be ready for the market by the 20th of July, And if 
you then dreſs the ſame ground, and plant it with the ſame 
ſpecies of potatoes, which have been kept over the winter, 
md, by lying in a dry well-aired place, and by being fre- 
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quently turned, have been prevented from ſpringing too 
much during the preceding part of the ſummer, you will 
have a ſecond crop of potatoes on the ſame ground, ripe 
againſt the middle of October; and the ſecond crop vill 
be much richer than the firſt, though, in point of quality, 
the potatoes will not be ſo dry and meally. The above di- 
rections are founded on ſtrict experiment and obſervation, 

Improvements in agriculture began a conſiderable number 
of years ago to make their appearance in this pariſh and 
neighbourhood. For ſome time they advanced but ſlowly, 
being under the direction of only a few individuals; but a 
few years ago they became more general, and are now ad- 
vancing with rapid progreſs. Beſides the deſire and hope 
of gain, a laudable ſpirit of emulation fully appears now 2c- 
tuating the public mind, and opens the fair proſpect of mul. 
tifarious improvements. 


| Roads, Sc. — There are two public roads in the pariſh; 
the one paſſing through the pariſh from ſouth to north, 
leading from the Boat of Kincleaven, to the Bridge of Cally, 
where it joins the military road which leads from Blairgow- 
rie to Fort George The other croſling the foreſaid road at 
the church, and paſſing through the parith from eaſt to 
weſt. leading from Blairgowrie towards Dunkeld. The for- 
mer of thele roads was made many years ago, principally by 
the ſtatute labour, under the direction, and by the aſſiſtance, 
of Mr Farquharſon of Invercauld. The latter is now mak- 
ing under the direction of Mr Campbell of Achalader. The 
ſtarute labour is here now converted into money, and the he- 
ritors ſeem determined that that money ſhall be properly ap- 
plied. |1hry fix upon a proper plan, and when the public 
fund falls ſhort of defraying the expence of executing that 
plan, they make up the deficiency out of their own private 
| | | | | | pockets 
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pockets. The particular attention now paid to the roads by 
the heritors of this pariſh, and indeed by the other gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood, does them much honour, as it 
muſt redound to the unſpeakable advantage of the public, 


Plantations, c - There is a good deal of hard wood, 
ſuch as aſh, &c. in the pariſh, particularly on Mr Farquhar. 
ſon's eſtate of Marlee, and Mr Campbell's eſtates of Glaſſ- 
dune and Balleid. There are alſo plantations of ſeveral ſpe- 
cies of firs on the eſtate of Marlee, and three conſiderable 
plantations on the eſtate of Glaſſclune. Of all the fir tribe, 
the larix takes the lead, in every ſoil and ſituation. Being 
quick grower, and of good quality, it has become a fa- 
rourite object of the landed gentlemen, who iacline to improve 
their property by the plantation of wood. There are larix 
trees now growing at Marlee, which were planted by the 
preſent proprietor about 36 years ago, ſome of which mea- 
ſure 5 feet 5 inches in circumference, and above 70 feet in 
length. This gentleman has, for a great number of years 
back, raiſed here from the ſeed, annually, a great number of 
thouſands of plavts of this ſpecies of fir, and annually tranſ- 
mitted many thouſands of them to the north country, to 
clothe and ornament a few of his lofty mountains of Brae- 
mar, to ſtand a beautiful monument of perſevering induſtry, 
and to ſerve future generations with that valuable wood! 

Mr Campbell of Achalader, who is ſubſtantially improv- 
ing the farm of Balleid, which he occupies, has introduced 
the larix as a ſubſtitute for the thorn hedge. The larches 
are planted in double rows, at the Ciſtance of about 18 inches 
betwixt the plants in the row, and the diſtance of 14 inches 
betwixt the rows, the plants in the one row ſtanding oppo- 
ſite to the vacancies in the other. As the larix thrives in 
every ſoil; as thorns do not thrive in very dry poor ſoils, it 

| mult 
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muſt be a great improvement to plant larches inſtead of . In 
thorns, for tences, in all thete kinds of foils which cannot Wl hou 
aff rd a ſufficient quantity of moiſture to make thorns proſ- unn 
per. And even in rich foils, and thoſe which afford plenty auc 
ot moiſture for thorns, it will be found, that larches will pelo 
ſooner become a fence than thorns, and with much leſs trou- ana 
ble and expence. | hel 


Hills, Fuel. Game, c -—There are no hills in this pariſh, Wd 
excepting the hill of Cochrage, belonging to Mr Campbell Wl pos 
of Achalader ; and it merits rather the names of a muir and Wand 
moſs, than that of a hill. It is of a conſiderable extent, and Wh nz 
contains a great quantity of peat-moſs. On this moſs, the ber 
inhabitants of this country, to the diſtance of a conſiderable Wh wo 
number of miles to the ſouth-eaſt of the moſs, uſed princi- Wh 0c 
pally to depend for their fuel, peat and turf, But now that Wh he 
the attention of the farmers is much taken up in the ſum- Wl: 
mer ſeaſon, with improvements in agriculture, the inhabi- WW = 
tants of this pariſh and neighbourhood, {excepting thoſe re- Wl te! 
fiding near the moſs) principally depend for fuel upon coals, N 
driven from the ſhores of Perth and Dundee. th 

In this hill of Cochrage, there are a good many grouſe or Wn 
muir-fowl, and a few heath-fowl or black-cock. There were Wl th 
no heath-fowl to be ſeen in this pariſh or neighbourhood, Ws 
till within theſe few years. They came from the woods and i 
muirs in the neighbourhood of Dunkeld, and are now to be 
ſeen in almoſt every muir in this neighbourhood, where there 
is plenty of heath tor food, aud wood for ſhclier. | he nu- 
merous riſing plantations are alſo beginning to invite the 
roe-:icer. which, till within thele few years, had nat, for 
ſome ages paſt, made their abode in theſe lower parts of this 
country, 
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In the lower parts of this pariſh, hares and partridges 
ound. And about the latter end of autumn, a vaſt 
juber and variety of water-fowl, particularly the wild 
luck, and the different ſpecies of teals, repair to the lakes 
belore mentioned, and there continue to gather occafi- 
mally the gleanings of the neighbouring corn fields, till 
thele fields are covered with ſnow, or bound up with froſt. 
Then they depend for ſubſiſtence on the ope lakes, marſhes, 
and ſprings. And when theſe are all ſhut up except a few 
powerful ſprings, they betake themſelves to the open rivers, 
ind there continue till the increaſing froſts drive them, e- 
naciared, back to the ſea ſhores. A few of them remain 
here over winter, and hatch in the ſpring ſeaſon. 'The 
vood- cock, alſo, who- viſits us about the middle or end of 
Odober, feec's i our woods till the winter froſts ſet in, when 
he cannot, with his feet or bill, turn over the fallen leaves: 
Then he takes to the woods and thickets where ſprings moſt 
ound; and when the froſts have long continued very in- 
tenſe, inſtigated by neceflity, he wings his way to more fou- 
thern climes, where the loote lying leaves of the woods, and 
the open marſhes and ſpring*, admit his long tender bill, 
nd invite him to pick up, and ſuck from their open ſtores, 
the ſcanty pittance of food which he demands. He reviſits 
s about the middie of February, on his way to a more nor- 
tern climate, where he fixes his place for propagating his 
pecies.— But why repair to theſe northern climates: to pro- 
pagate thy ſpecies? Do the Norwegian woods afford thy 
tender young ones a more plentiful ſupply of food, and eve- 
j other thing ſuited to their nature, than could be found in 
more ſouthern climates ?- In theſe northern cl mates, is the 
year far advanced before the ſnows are diſſolved? Does the 
Gifolution of the ſnows and froſts afford plenty of ſprings; 
ad moiſture in the woods? If thou delighteſt in the ſmall 
2 ſeeds 
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ſeeds of vegetables, doſt thou find that, againſt the ſeaſon c 


k the up 
incubation, they are not, by vegetation, rendered unfit foe um Of 
thy uſe ? Againſt the time when thou haſt got thy brood in the 


under thy wings, has the animating ſun produced, by his in. 
fluence, plenty of animalculi and inſects amongſt the fallen 


leaves of the woods, and encourage many ſmall reptiles to Thi 
come up to the ſurface of the earth, and mix among the ned 
leaves? Doſt thou find them in plenty for thyſelf and forfWlinor 
thy brood ? and plenty of food alſo among the ſprings? cus 
Yes thou doſt; and with that plenty thou continueſt, til A 
thy young ones are grown up to full ſize and ſtrength, and gc. 
are fully fledged, And when the killing froſts ſet. in, and pre, 
the falling ſnows threaten to cover up thy favourite haunts, ¶ nidje 
thou leaveſt thy native woods, and betakeſt thyſelf to choſe mne 
in more ſouthern climates. ture: 

tion 


Antiquities, &'c,—There is one Druidical temple in the WM gc 
pariſh, on the road leading from Blairgowrie to Dunkeld, 
There is an old caſtle at Glaflclune, ſituated on the promon- J 
tory of the ſteep bank of a deep den. It appears from its WM por 
ſituation to have been a very ſtrong hold, before the uſe of ef 
fire arms was introduced into this country. Mr Campbell WM '9: 
of Achalader is the preſent proprietor ; Mr Blair was his Ml bel 
predeceſſor; and Mr Heron, Mr Blair's. As to when it ve 
was built, and by whom, even tradition itſelf is ſilent. an. 

A pair of very large deer's horns were found a few years N. 
ago, in a bed of marl, in Mr Farquharſon's marl-pit at Mar- nu 
lee. From their ſuperior ſize, and palmed form, they ap- 
pear to be the horns of the elk-deer, antiently the ſtately in- 
babitant of the Caledonian foreſts. It is remarkable that 
deers horns have been found in different marl-pits in this 
country, in an entire ſtate; but never found in the moſs 
above the mar], nor in the ſtratum of ſand or clay, betwixt 
the 
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he uppermoſt and the loweſt beds of mart; nor in the ſtra- 
um of clay or ſand below the under moſt bed of mar] ;. but 
1 the bed of marl itſelf ; which circumſtance renders it pro- 
ble, that ſhell-marl is well adapted for preſerving certain 
ſobſtances from decay. 

There is in a muir io this pariſh, a vaſt number of tumuli, 
alled the Haer Cairns, In this muir, it is thought, that the 
famous battle between Agricola the Roman general, and Gal- 
cus the general of the Caledonians, was fought. 

A particular detail on this ſubje& would ſtretch this ſta- 
fiftical account to too great a length. The writer, there- 
fore, be gs leave to refer the reader to what is ſaid on the 
ſubje&t in the ſtatiſtical accounts of the neighbouring pa- 
rſhes of Clunie and Bendochy ; and in the meantime ven- 
tures to aſſert, that the antiquarian will, upon due examina. 
ton, find a ſtrong probability that this was the ſcene of the 


ation. 


Population, Beſtial, &c.—According to Dr Webſter's re- 
port, the number of ſouls, in 1755, was 331. The number 
of ſouls now is 372. Of that number 177 are males, and 
195 females, There are 311 above 8 years of age, and 61 
below that age. There are 6 females ſingle perſons, who 
are houſeholders; 2 widows, who have 2 children each; 
ind 2 males fingle perſons, each above 80 years of age. — 
Number of marriages within the laft 7 years, 30. Average 
number annually, 4.—Number of baptiſins within the laſt 7 
years, 74. Average number annually, 10.—There are in the 
pariſh 141 horſes, 522 black cattle, and 250 ſheep. 


Heritors, Valued Rents, Sc. — There are 6 heritors in this 
pariſh, viz. Colonel John Campbell of Achalader, James Far- 
quharſon of Invercauld, Licut. Thomas Hog of Thorngreen, 
James Scott of Nether Balcairn, William Mitchell portioner 

| of 
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of Weſter Kinloch, and Colonel William Lindſay of Ard 
blair, Two of them reſide in the pariſh during part of the 
year; two are conſtant reſidenters; and two non-reſident 
The valued rent of the pariſh is 1705 l. 10 8. Scots money, 


Church, Manſe. Stipend, School, e. The heritors built 
good manſe and offices about 22 years ago ; built a hand 


in 

ſome and commodious church about two years ago; and to 
neat ſchool and ſchool- houſe laſt year, The glebe is much he 
about the legal extent. The ſtipend (valuing 39 bolls vic let 
tual at 15 s. per boll), is about 801, Sterling. — The ſchool in 
maſter's ſalary is 101. Sterling, | th 
{ 


Manufacturec, Se. —The principal manufacture in this pa- t 
Tiſh is that of flax, which, in raiſing, ſpinning, bleaching, it 
and weaving it, occupies the labour of a conſiderable num. 
ber of the inhabitants. There are in the pariſh 6 weavers Wl | 
2 maſons, 4 joiners, 2 blackſmiths, 2 ſhoemakers, 2 taylors, 
1 flaxdreſſer, 1 brewer, 1 merchant, 26 farmers, and 2 mil- 
lers, | 

The hire of day-labourers, and the fees of ſervants, &c. 
are the ſame here as in the neigbouring pariſhes. 


SeAaries.—There are in this pariſh one family of the 
Church of England, one family and 4 individuals of the Ro- 
man Catholic perſuaſion, and one family and 5 individual 
Seceders. 


Character of the People.— In delineating the character of 
the people of this pariſh, I can conſcientiouſly ſay, more e- 
ſpecially comparing them with the inhabitants of many other 
diſtricts, that they have rational ſentiments of religion; that 
they are regular attendants on the ordinances of divine in- 
ſtitution; 
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ſlitution; that, on the whole, they are diſintereſted, benevo- 
lent, humane, and charitable; that they are flow to ſpeak, 
modeſt in converſation, reſpectful to ſuperiors, obedient to 
thoſe who have the rule over them, quiet in their behaviour, 
and, from religious principle, thankful and loyal ſubjects of 
the Britiſh government. At the ſame time, if we keep 
in view the great ſtandard of perfection, by which we ought 
to judge of the human character, I mean the laws of our 
holy religion, and the perfect pattern of perfect excel- 
lence, which the Divine Author of it hath left for our 
imitation, I muſt ſay, that, upon a cloſe examination, 
there are to be ſeen, on the face of this fair character, 
ſome ſpecks z and that there is good ground, and fair oppor- 
tunity, for improving, purifying, ornamenting, and adorning 
* 
it, 

May a humble ſenſe of ſuch imperſections, ever keep our 
hearts open to the nobleſt motives for improvements 
DPuantoquiſque fibi plura negaverit, a dis plura feret, 
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NU MW ER XXXII. 


PARISH OF INS CI. 


(CouxTY Ax D SYNOD OF, ABERDEEN,—PRESBYTERY 
or Gariocn). 


By a FRIEND 70 STATISTICAL INQUIRIES. 


Origin of the Name, Situation, and Boundaries. 

NCH, or, as it is commonly written, Inſch, ſeems to derive 

its name from its local ſituation on a low flat, ſituated 
cloſe by the fide of a ſmall rivulet. This pariſh Ties in the 
county and ſynod of Aberdeen, and in that diſtrict of the 
county which is called the Garioch, and gives name to the 
preſbytery in which Inſch is ſituated, It is diſtant about 26 
miles from Aberdeen; and is bounded on the ſouth by the 
pariſhes of Oyne and Premnay z on the weſt, by Kinneth- 


mont and Gartly ; on the north, by Drumblate and F orgue; 
and on the eaſt by Culſalmond. 


Figure and Extent ; Soil and Proportion of Arable Land.— 
Its figure is that of an oblong ſquare, 5 miles long by 3 in 
breadth. Its area 15 miles, or nearly 7500 Scots acres. 
The land, in the ſouthern parts of the pariſh, is generally 
of a moſt excellent ſoil, and produces rich and early crops; 
but along the ſkirts of the hill of Fondland, and in the glens 
or narrow vallies, which run up from the low country 
through that hill, the foil is not fo fertile, and the erops are 

late 
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hte and precarious. About one third of the whole pariſh (or 
2500 acres) is cultivated at preſent, and 5000 acres are not 
cultivated, But it deſerves to be noticed, that of this uncul:t'- 
rated part, ſeveral hundred acres on the hill of Fondland, and 
in the glens or narrow vallies above mentioned, not only are 
arable, but were formerly under cultivation. Theſe are now ne- 
pleted, and produce nothing but heath. They were firſt deſert- 
ed by the farmers in the end of laſt century, when that part of 
the country was almoſt de; opulated by 7 years of famine: 


And now they lie neglected, along with many thouſand acres, 


in like ſituation, in different parts of the north of Scotland. 


Hills.— The largeſt of theſe is the hill of Fondland above 
mentioned, which extends into ſeveral pariſhes, and is ele- 
rated about 800 feet. above the level of the ſea, This ex- 
tenſive hill ſhelters the pariſh of Inſch, and a conſiderable 
part of the diſtrict of Garioch, upon the north ; and hence 
partly occaſions its great natural fertility, In the moſt ele- 
rated part of Fondland, and in that part which is ſituated in 
the pariſh of Inſch, are extenſive quarries of fine blue late, 
2 conſiderable quantity of which is yearly dug up, and ma- 
vufactured for ſale. This hill ſeems once to have been a 
very conſiderable hunting foreſt. Its name, which is from 
the Gaelic, is expreſſive of this; for faced, in the Gaelic, 
ſignifies hunting, And, in the moſſes of this hill, very large 
trees, particularly oaks, are frequently dug up. It now a- 
bounds in moſs, heath, and moor game. About half a mile 
from the town of Inſch, ſtands the curious and noted hill 


of Dun-o-deer, with the ruins of a very antient caſtle on 


the top of it. Dun-o-deer, or Dundeye in Gaelic, is ſaid to 
ſignify the Hill in the Wood ; and very probably all the lower 


grounds, around that inſulated hill, have once been covered 


vith wood. It is remarkable ſteep on all fides, is of a conĩ- 
cal ſhape, and covered with a very fine green ſward, Hec- 
, #. o tor 
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tor Boethius calls it Dundare, the golden mountain in Gariach; 
and ſays, that the teeth of the ſheep that paſtured upon it 
were of the colour of gold. It ſtill affords moſt excellent 
paſture for ſheep, but bas no ſuch quality as is aſcribed to it 
by that very credulous hiſtorian. This hill is about 3000 
yards in circumference, and above 300 feet high, and ſeems 
to ſpring from the level plain of the Garioch. It has been, 
probably in ſome very early period, a volcano, though diffe- 
rent opinions are formed concerning this curious hill, 


Rivers and projected Canal. The {mall rivulets in this pa- 
riſh are not worth notice on, their own account ; but they 
are very proper for ſupplying with water a projected canal 
from Inſch to Aberdeen, This canal has been ſome time in 
contemplation, and at preſent it is thought that it will ſuc- 
ceed, at leaſt as far as Inverury. The ſubſcription for the 
undertaking is already ſwelled to a great amount. But if 
the proprietors of land were to carry on the canal, and to con- 
tribute ſums proportioned to their property; and if, inſtead 
of 2 d. per ton for each mile, only a halfpenny per ton (for 
defraying the expence of boats, and keeping the canal in 
repair) were exacted, a number of heavy articles, ſuch us 
ſtones for London, and potatoes for Denmark. and Norway, 
would be carried to Aberdeen, which could not be carried, 
if the canal dues or porterage be high; and the lands in 
this diſtrict would ſoon increaſe in rent, much more than all 
the intereſt of the money expended on the canal. Should 
this canal ſucceed, it is difficult to ſay, how much the rich 
diſtrict of the Garioch, for which nature has done ſo much, 
and art {o little, may advance in value in 30 or 40 years. 
From this pariſh the ſlate from the hill of Fondland would 
be exchanged BY. lime irom Aberdeen. 


Agricultur 2 
| ff F . 6 + 
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Agriculture. A better mode of cultivating the land is now 
Nopted than what formerly prevailed, But a regular rota- 
on of crops is not yet eſtabliſhed, though conſiderable 
quantities of turnips and potatoes are reared annually. Oats 
and barley. are ſtill the principal crops in this pariſh. Should, 
however, the canal above mentioned take place, many hun» 
dreds of acres, beſides thoſe which were once cultivated, but 
re nom deſerted,” would be brought into cultivation; and, 
inſtead of a poor ſtinted ſort of heath, would produce lux- 
yriant crops of corn and graſs. 


Manure.— The only manure uſed in this pariſh, except 
the dung raiſed on the farms, is lime brought from Aber- 
deen. There was a ſmall quantity of marl on one farm, 
called Nether Boddom, but it was exhauſted ſeveral years 
ago. And fo ignorant were the country people of its pro- 
per value, that they uſed it as plaſter to the walls of their 
houſes, It was, however, of conſiderable ſervice to the farm 
in which it was found. Perhaps this ſmall quantity is a 
proof that more marl might be diſcovered in the diſtrict, if 
the proprietors would be at the expence of ſearching tor it. 


Population.—The population of this pariſh has decreaſed 
within theſe 40 years. In Dr Webſter's account it is ſtated 
a 995 ; it is now only 900, or 95 leſs. The population of 
the country pariſhes in the north of Scotland decreaſed 
much in the end of the laſt century, as may be ſeen, by 
comparing the numbers who paid the poll-tax, (a number 
certainly ſhort of the whole population), with the numbers 


given in Dr Webſter's account. There was, however, in the 
lirſt 60 years of this century, a rapid increaſe of the popula- | 
tion, which was brought pretty near to its former ſtate, 


Then the ſcarcity of moſs in country pariſhes, and the de- 
| mand 
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mand for labour about towns on the ſea coaſt, drew off 3 
number of people to reſide in the royal boroughs, or manu. 
facturing towns. It is now chiefly in thoſe pariſhes, in which 
manufacturing villages are found, that the population is in- 
creaſing, In all probability, however, it will increaſe for 
ſome time. The introduction of potatoes has added much 
to the quantity of human food; and with an increaſe of 
proviſion, there will always be an increaſed population. 


Village. The town of Inſch, where the church ſtands, i; 
ſituated at the ſouthern extremity of the pariſh, It is a 
burgh of barony, has a weekly market, and two or three 
yearly fairs; but they are mueh on the decline. The car. 
rying the canal to this village would be attended with im. 
portant advantages, as it would become the market place for 
all the upper parts of the Garioch. The feuers of this 
town are heritable proprietors of their houſes and ſmall 
' gardens, They are either ſhopkeepers or mechanics; and 
they rent ſmall farms from Coionel Hay of Rannes, who is 
ſaperior of the town, and proprietor of the lands in the 
acighbourhood, | 


Manufatures,—The knitting of ſtockings for the Aber- 
deen manufacturers is the principal employment of the wo- 
men of this diſtrict. It is at preſent at a ſtand; and, from 
various cauſes, is preſumed to be on the decline. 


Antiguities.— The old caſtle, built on the top of the coni- 
cal hill of Dun- o-deer, is a very great curioſity. Tradition 
ſays it was built by King Gregory the Great, more than 900 
years ago; yet a conſiderable part of the walls are till 
ſtanding z and the materials of which the walls are built are 
of a fingular kind, and have given riſe to various conjectures. 

In 
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an: periodical paper called the Bee, lately publiſhed at Edin- 
u. burgb, there was lately given a very particular, and pretty 
ch cccurate deſcription of the hill and caſtle of Dun-o-deer, 
in. Wl vith a copper-plate engraving. The author of that deſcrip- 
for don ſuppoſes the materials of the caſtle to be part of a vitri- 
chk Wl fed fort. But it appears at leaſt as probable, that this mount, 
of s well as the Top- o- Noth, another of the ſame kind, a few 

miles diſtant from it, have been volcanos, and that this old 

caſtle has been built with fome of the volcanic matter dug 
„out of the hill. The gentleinen of the diſtrict of Garioch, 
a WM fome years ago, ſubſcribed a few guineas for white-waſhing 
ree the ruins of this caſtle, which were worth the expence of a- 
ar- WH dorning and preſerving. 
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for Proprietors.—There are 6 heritors, of whom Mr Gordon 
his Wl of Rothney is the only refident proprietor. The rent of the 
all Wl pariſh is about 1200 J. 


n 


is Eccleſiaſtical State. The manſe of Inſch was built in 1771; 
he WW and the church is lately repaired. Mr George Daun was 

admitted miniſtes of Inſch in 1790. Tue ſtipend is about 

70 l.; but a proceſs of augmentation is depending, Sir Wil- = 
er» lam Forbes of Craigievar is patron of the pariſh. The 4 
o- WE kirk-{cflion, beſides their other funds, have the property of 
2m ff ſmall piece of land, called the Baſs, which was bequeathed 
to them for the uſe of the poor, by an heritor of the town 


of Iaſch, in the laſt century. 
ni. | 3 | | 
on Character of the People, The people are decent in their \ 
00 IF behaviour, and induſtrious in their occupations; and, like 
ill WF the inhabitants of all country pariſhes, more fimple in their 
Ire 


manners, and more pure. in morals than the inhabitants of 
£5, 3 | tOWNS» 
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towns. The decay of the weekly markets has not ber 
prejudicial to the morals of the inhabitants of the village, 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations.—There are no plantations 6 
wood, nor hardly any thing that deſerves the name of an 
incloſure, as there are neither hedges, nor ſtone fences, which 
deſerve to be noticed. The diſtance from Aberdeen, ani 
the ſhort leaſes, added to the want of capital in the farmers, 
are great diſadvantages to a diſtrict naturally fertile. The 
carrying a canal to Inſch from Aberdeen, and granting long 
leafes, with periodical riſes of rent, and advancing money 
to purchaſe lime, free of intereſt for two years, would ſoon 
render this pariſh, and the diſtrict of Garioch, antiently ca 
led the granary of Aberdeen, one of — moſt valuable dif 
tricts in North * 
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NUMBER XXXIII. 


PARISH OF QUEENSFERRY. 


(CounTY or Wes T LoTHIan.—SynoD os LoTHIAN 
anD I'wEEDALE,—PRESBYTERY Of LINLITHGOW). 


By Mr Jonn HenDERSON, Minifter. 


Origin of the Name, 
FY UEENSFERRY (the paſſage of the Queen) derives 
0 its name from Margaret, Queen of Malcolm Canmore, 
2 Princeſs celebrated for her charitable and beneficent virtues. 
She frequented the paſſage much, and was the great patroneſs 
of the place; hence the name by which it is now diſtinguiſh- 
ed certainly originated, | 


Situation and Extent, —Queensferry is ſituated in the county 
of Weſt Lothian, in the preſbytery of Linlithgow, and in the 
ſynod of Lothian and Tweedale. The pariſh is of ſmall ex- 
tent, conſiſting only of the borough, (the royalty not ex. 
tending to the two ends of the town), Ir is an erection 
within the pariſh of Dalmeny, which took place in the year 
16363 is ſurrounded by that pariſh on the ſouth-weſt and 
eaſt, and bounded by the Frith of Forth on the north, 


ManufaBures.—The princi pal manufacture of this place is 
that of ſoap. It was here that firſt in Scotland the making 
of brown ſoap was brought to its preſent degree of perfection. 


Vol. XVII. 3Q This 
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This manufacture commenced about the year 1770, and has 
fince been carried on with varying ſucceſs. From the year 
1783 to 1789, it was a flouriſhing and extenſive trade, 
There were 4 large works, which employed from 20 to 30 
labouring men, and paid an exciſe-duty from 80001. to 
10,0001. per annum. In the year 1789, the ſoap trade in 
Scotland met a conſiderable check. It was for ſome time 
almoſt annihilated here. It has ſince, however, happily re- 
vived, and is now carried on with a great deal of ſpirit. 


Commerce.—The commerce of this town has been for a 
long time in a ſtate of decline. About the year 1640, the 
ſhipmaſters here were owners of above 20 veſſels, moſt of 
them large brigs, and generally employed in the carry ing trade. 
But as this trade has been found often to ſhift its ſituations, 
this place at preſent has none of it. About 9 years ago, 
ſeveral veſſels were built here, one of them a ſhip above 500 
tons burden, and fitted out for the Greenland fiſhery. A 
trade was carried on by a very ſpirited inhabitant, But as 
lately he fold the whole of his ſhipping, at preſent there is 
not a veſſel belonging to this port. 


Fiſbery.— Attempts have been made to eſtabliſh a fiſhery 
here, at leaſt ſuch a fiſhery as might ſupply the town and 
neighbourhood, but hitherto without ſucceſs; although it is 
the general opinion, that 2 or 3 induſtrious fiſhermen might 
ſertle here to advantage. The fith to be found in this part 
of the Frith are cod, haddocks, whitings, ſkate,” flounders, 
herrings, crabs, lobſters, and oyſters. There are alſo ſome 
very tine muſcle ſcalps. The herring fiſhery, which has 
lately taken place in this neighbourhood, forms a moſt plea» 
. Tant article in a ſtatiſtical account. 

It began at the end of the year 1792, oppoſite to this, and 
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in the part of the Frith without the Bay of Inverkeithing. 
During that ſeaſon a plentiful ſupply of good herrings was 
ſent to the coaſt towns, and to many inland places at a con- 
fderable diſtance. Next ſeaſon the herrings were ſtill more 
plentiful, and the markets more plentifully ſupplied. Little 
was done in curing for foreign markets, The merchants, 
who were inclined to engage in the trade, regretted that they 
were not provided with the neceſſary articles ot barrels and 
ſalt, The laſt was a ſeaſon of an extenſive and profitable 
fiſhery, From the middle of October to the 1ſt of March 
laſt, from this place, you could count from 80 to ioo boats 
almoſt every day buſily and ſucceſsfuily employed. Herrings 
were found in great abundance from Burnriſlaad to above 
Borrowſtounneſs. Fiſhermen reſorted to this crom all quar- 
ters. A fingle boat often came in with 30 or 40 bariels, 
which were ſold for 81. or to l. A great number of herring 
buſſes came from Glaſgow, by the great canal, and had a 
molt ſucceſsful fiſhery. Vaſt quantities were cured and tent 
to the foreign markets. About 6000 barrels were cured at 
this port. The inland part of the country was plentitully 
ſupplied, at the diſtance of 30 or 40 miles, by land carriage. 
The retail price here notwithſtanding, at aa average, was not 
more than 6d. a hundred. 


lt is a pretty general opinion, that the herring ſhoals have 
formerly frequented this part of the Frith, and might often 


have been found in the places where the fiſhery has been 
lately ſo ſucceſsful. If fo, it is a ſubjact of much regret, 
that the opportunities of ſuch a profitable fiſhery have been 
loſt ; and the public are taught not to neglect to explore the 
ſeas which ſurround our iſland, as almoſt every part of them 
is found to contain ſtores not only ſufficient to diffuſe plenty 
among the inhabitants, but alſo amply to reward and enrich 
| | the 
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the merchant who may be diſpoſed to engage in the expor. 
tation trade. 


Harbour. — The eaſt pier was lately repaired, and lengthen. 
ed above 6o feet. Workmen are juſt now employed in re. 
building the weſt pier. When this work is finiſhed, the 
harbour will be in a complete ſtate of repair, which is of im- 
portance not only to the town, but alſo to the public. The 
materials for ſoap-making, as well as the greater part of the 
coals conſumed by the inhabitants, are carried by water. 
Veſlels going up and down the Frith are often obliged to run 
in here in hard gales. Some years ago, when the ports in 
Mid Lothian were ſhut, a great number of veflels loaded 
with wheat were delivered at this port, which would have 
been ſcarcely practicable if the eaſt pier had not then been 
repaired. The greater part of the ſum expended in theſe 
repairs, amounting nearly to 10001. has been raiſed by ſub- 
ſcription. In aid of the work, the Royal Boroughs haye 
given 1001. 


Paſſage *.—There is much obſcurity about the founding 
of this paſſage. The right of it is private property; and ſeems 
originally to have been attached to the lands of Muiryhall, 
lying in the neighbourhood, conſiſting of about 17 acres, ſaid 
to have been gifted by Queen Margaret for upholding this 
paſſage, The preſent proprietors are ſeveral gentlemen, both 
on the ſouth and north fide. Till lately there were too de- 
ſcriptions of proprietors, the proprietors of the water-paſſage, 
and the proprietors of the boats and yawls plying on the paſ- 

| ſage. 


For any additional information reſpecting this paſſage, the 
number of boats and men employed in it, and other particulars, 
the reader will pleaſe conſult the Statiſtical Account of Inver- 
keithing. | | 
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ſage. The latter conſiſted of ſeveral perſons, ſhipmaſters and 
hers, who erefted themſelves into what is called a Boat 
ub, built and kept in repair a ſufficient number of boats 
nd yawls, and took leaſes from the proprietors of the water- 
yſſige, by which they were entitled to ply on this ferry. 
zuch was the practice till the year 1784, when the proprie- 
ors of the water · paſſage, refuſing to grant leaſes to the own- 
rs of boats and yawls, purchaſed the whole of them, and 
have fince let them yearly by roup. By this change the 
public have gained ſeveral advantages. The boats and yawls 
xe kept in excellent repair, under the inſpection of a judi- 
cious perſon, appointed by the proprictors. The rules and 
rpulations of the paſſage have been painted on boards, and 
fixed at ſome proper place on the inns at both ſides, 'Two 
gentlemen, one on this, the other on the north ſide, are in- 


reſted with powers to decide all matters in diſpute; ſo that, 


if the regulations are not obſerved, or more than the fares 
demanded, the public have themſelves only to blame. It 
has been much debated, whether or not the charter by which 
the paſſage is held ſhould not be taken away, indemnification 
zen to the proprietors, and the right to the paſſage laid 
open to every one who ſhould chuſe to ply upon it. There 
s not much difficulty, it is apprebended, in deciding the 
queſtion, A paſſage ſo much frequented as this, muſt be 
kept under ſtrict regulations. Theſe are beſt made, and can 
oy be well obſerved, by making the right of the paſſage 
private property, or by veſting it in ſome company. Beſides, 
vere the paſſage laid open to every needy adventurer, who 
might find means to fit out a boat or yawl, the public would 
have no ſecurity that ſuch boats and yawls would be kept in 
lufficient repair, or properly manned. From motives of 
profit, too, the owners of them might be tempted to riſk a 
palſage, which, from the weather, might be dangerous, or 
even ſometimes fatal. 
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So long then as the paſſage. is fu niſhed with good bo rep 


and yawis, well manned; fo long as it is kept under its pre ded, 
ſent regulations; and ſo long as the rates ot the ſere tentio! 
freights are 1o reaſonable, or rather io very low, the publik - * 


ought to be well ſatisfied that it continue with the preſet 
proprietors. There is, however, an object of great impe 
tance, reipecting the paſſage, to which the attention of th 
public ought to be directed, that is, the ſtate of the landing 
places, or /hippings, as they are called. Thele, elpecially 
South Queensferry, are not in good repair; nor have a fuff 
cient number ot them been built, fo as to render the paſſig 
commodious. One, called the Gray Shipping welt of thi 
| Pier, is in total diſrepair, though it is a landing place muct 
frequented when the water is far back, eſpecially at ſpring 
tides, It is painful for a ſpectator to witneſs the difficultie 
paſſengers meet, the dangers to which they are expoſed in 
getting to or from that place, as they have to ſcramble 
conſiderable way among rocks and large ſtones, rendered 
ſlippery by being covered with wet ſea-wred. To this land- 
ing-place the boatmen are otten obliged to carry, with much 
Jeopardy to themſelves, the great mail on the north road. 
The only fund for upholding the landing, places, on both 
ſides, is an appropriation of the 40th part of the grols freights, 
called the ferry ſilver, amounting, at an average, to about 
35 l. per annum a lum far from being ſufficient, Occaſion- 
al aid has been given by the Royal Boroughs, and by the 
Commiſſioners for the forteited eſtates, When, therefore, 
it is conſidered that this is one of the moſt frequented pal- 
ſages in the kingdom, and that it will continue to be much y 
frequented from its many conveniencies, which are well 
known, every thing relating to its regulations, and the ſtate 
of its repairs, is intereſting to the public. The po ice of the 
country has been actively and uſefully employed in making 
and 


to 
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4 repairing roads and bridges; and, it is humbly appre- 
aded, it would alſo be uſefully employed in directing its 
tention to the ſtate of the landing places of this ferry, by 
kin: meaſures for the raifing and appropriating a ſufficient 
xd tor building and keeping th-m in proper repair, by 
ich the paſſage might be rendered more tate, and much 
ore commodious “. 


Pepulation.— The population of this pariſh, as ſtated to Dr 
Teſter about 44 years ago, was 400. In 1791 an accurate 
| wis taken, when the number of ſouls amounted to 50g. 
has fince varied little. 

Abſtract of the Births, Marriages, and Burials, as they 
we entered in the pariſh regiſter for the laſt 10 years. 
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Years. Births, Marriages. Burials, 
1785, 12 3 24 
1786, ,* 21 6 10 
1787, 15 3 12 
1788, 22 2 20 
1789, 15 4 24 

_ 1790, ö 14 5 8 

i 1791, 15 2 18 

out 1792, 28 7 10 

* 1793. 9 2 20 

the 1794s. "22 I 13 

re, — — — 

af. Total 173 35 159 

cb Yearly average 1778 3z 157 

ell l Poor. 


Perhaps the beſt way of effecting this would be, by an act 
f Parliament, for levying additional rates, and borrowing, up- 
the credit of the fund, what might be neceſſary for repair · 
| the landing places, and other improvements at the Ferry, 
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Poor. The pariſh funds are ample, conſiſting of the 6 
lection at the church-doors, amounting, at an average, . 
221. and of the intereſt of a conſiderable ſum of mor 
The pariſh being ſmall, and the ſtate of the poor perfed 


known to the ſeſſion, they have adopted it as a rule, 10 
conſidering the poor as the beſt economiſts, to give ſmil car 
penſions once a month, and to ſupply them according u day 
the exigencies, as in perſonal or family diſtreſs, to give cui f 
pay houſe-rents, &c. The average number of poor on th (he 

we 


roll is 16. 


ſer 

Stipend.— The ſtipend was lately augmented, and is no 1 
worth 105 Il. per annum. There is neither manſe nor glebe 8 
| 


The Magiſtrates and 'Town-Council are patrons, 


Sea-Bathing Quarters, —The water, rendered ſtronger 
the narrowneſs of the Frith at this place; its vicinity t 
Edinburgh; its eaſy communication with that city; the dry 
neſs and ſalubrity of the air; the beauty and variety of th 
ſurrounding ſcenery ; the excellent accommodation for lod 


ging, all render Queensferry a moſt convenient and pleafan 
ſituation for ſea-bathing quarters. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. The weather in this neigh 
bourhood is particularly dry, and the climate healtt 
Several perſons lately died in this pariſh upwards of go 
For more than 12 years paſt, there has been no epidemi 
diſeaſe except the confluent ſmall-pox, as there are till fon 


people among us who, from ſcruples, reſiſt the ſalutary pra 
tice of inoculation. 


This was originally a ſea-faring town ; and a great propor 
tion of its inhabitants are men who have been employed in thi 
line, who, having acquired a decent competency, and han 

alwaf 
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always kept up a connection and attachment, have returned 
to their families and their friends, to ſettle and ſpend their 
days in the place of their nativity, Thus the ſociety of a 
little town is continued, enlarged, and made more happy. 
From this circumſtance, which muſt have influence on 
gary education, and from a ſort of ſca-buſtle, which is every 
day to be ſeen here, on account of the paſſage, it has hap- 
pened that moſt of the young men have been inclined to try 
their fortune at ſea, During the late American war, there 
were from 30 to 40 ſailors from this town in his Majeſty's 
ſervice. In the preſent war there are 35- Some of them of- 
ficers in the army, or ſurgeons, or lieutenants and midſhip- 
men in the navy; all of them employed in the ſervice of 
their country. 
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NUMBER XXXIV. oh 

| 1] 
PARISH OF NESTING, on 
. 

IN SHE TLAND. PR 

the 

h 

By a Friend to Statiſtical Inquiries. 8 
— 11 : 

inb 

ot! 

Name, &c. ci 


ESTING, like the greater number, if not all the names ter 
of places in the Shetland Iſlands, is evidently of Nor- * 
wegian extraction. Its meaning is unknown, the Norſe lan- be 
fil 

ta 

by 


gua;e being at preſent no longer ſpoken in Shetland. The 
miniſtry of Neſting conſiſts of four different parts. The pariſh 
of Neſting, the pariſh of Lunneſting, and the pariſh of Whal- 
fay. To theſe are annexed the detached iflands of Skerries, 
which, about twenty years ago, formed a part of a very exten- 
five charge, eſtabliſhed on the royal bounty, for a miſſionary * 
paid from that fund. Fof theſe many years the ſalary has © 


been diſcontinued; and, of conſequence, the poor inhabitants n 
of theſe detached iſlands of Toula, Fair Iſle, and Skerries, 

who labour under many local diſadvantages, inſeparably an- 10 
nexed to their ſituation by the God of Nature, have now 

to lament, that they are deprived of their only mean of reli- * 
gious inſtruction. There is however a fair proſpect of getting . 
this uſeful miſſion re-eſtabliſhed by the Committee on the - ® 


Royal Bounty. This miniſtry forms a part of the preibytery 
of Shetland, which has ſynodical powers within itſelf, as no 


appeal 
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appeal lies from that preſbytery, but to the General Aſſem- 
bly. | 


Fiſheries, —The inhabitants adventure in what we call the 
Great Fiſheries of ling, cod, and tuſk; but the principal 
part of their ſubſiſtence ariſes from the {mall fiſhing of pill- 
tock and ſillock, which, except in very extraordinary years, 
they can purſue at no expence, and with great advantage, all 
the year round, 


Papulatian.— This miniſtry contains a greater number of 
inhabitants, in proportion to the rental land, than any 
other in Shetland, owing to the exertions of the two prin- 
cipal heritors, Mr Brace Stenart of Symbiſter, and Mr Hun- 
ter of Lunna, in making outſets, or new ſettlements, on 
grounds formerly uncultivated. '[heſe improvements have 
been attempted with the view of increaſing the number of 
fiſhermen on their reſpective eſtates z but when the tiluimng 
tails, as it often does, theſe ſettlers on new grounds become 
burdens on the proprietor z and, without the affiſtance of 
their landmatter, mutt ſtarve, when the 1mall fithing fails for 
their ſupport ; for none of them have a poſſcilion of land, that, 
vith the beſt cultivation, and in the molt tavourable years, 
can ſupply their tamilies in meal, or any kind of grain, for 
nearly one half of the year. | 

So long as the preſent proprietors of W halſay and Lun- 
neſting are able to continue in the management ot their own 
lands the tenants may continue, and the lands may be culti- 
rated; but, ſhould the ſucceſſors of theſe gentlemen have a 
leſs active, or a different turn of mind, there is reaſon to fear 


. a great decreaſe of the population, 


Population 
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Population of Neſting, Lunneſting, Whalſay, and Skerries, 
in the year 1781. 


Number of ſouls, 
Neſting, 91 families - - - 485 
Lunneſting, 80 families - — 48 
Whalſay Ifland 84 families - & > 08 
Skerry Iles, 11 families. 7 bo 70 
Total number of ſouls in 178 f 1535 


It is believed that the above ſtate is not greatly under or 
above the truth, although it is juſt now only ſtated from me- 
mory There is no doubt, that the preſent population of this 
miniſtry is conſiderably increaſed ; and I am inclined to be- 
lieve, that now (1793) the inhabitants are not under 1800, 
The ſtipend of this miniſtry is at preſent one of the higheſt 
in theſe iſlands. An augmentation was granted about 16 
years ago, which raiſes the value of the living, communibus 
annit, to about 851. Sterling. But as both parſonage and vica- 
rage teinds are payable i in butter and oil, the miniſter's income 
will vary according as the prices of theſe two articles rile or 
fall. When the butter and oil are at a high price, then the 
miniſter's ſtipend is high in proportion; but when the prices 
of theſe two articles fall, the value of the living i is in propor- 
tion diminiſhed, 


Roads and Bridges —The. roads, bridges, &c. are in the 
ſame ſtate here as in every other part of Shetland ; ; that is to 
ſay, there are none. 

0 

Zccleſiaſtical State. There are three churches, all in very 
good repair, in this extenſive miniſtry, where the miniſter 
officiates 1 in rotation ; firſt, at * lecond Sabbath, Lun- 

na; 


of Neſting. ; $or 


12, third Sabbath, Whalſay; and, in the fummer, he viſits 
the detached iſlands of Skerries, for a week in the year. 


Agriculture. —The agriculture in this miniſtry is in the 
ime wretched ſtate that it is in all the Shetland iſlands. 
The people direct their ſole attention to the fiſhing, and con- 
der the cultivation of the lands as only a ſecondary object. 


Shipwrecks,—On the coaſts of this extenſive miniſtry ſhip- 
mecks often happen; and it oug hi to be ment1i-;ned, to the cre- 
dit oi the inhabitants, that the poor 1uffcrers have, on all oc- 
calions, been treated with the greateſt humanity. One in- 
ſtance only, ou: of many that might be adduce., thali here 


be mentioned. la the year 1720, a Rutlian trigatc was 


wrecked on the land of Waatlay, Mr bruce Stewart, the 
proprietor of that iſland, ordered unmediately his tenants to 
fit out proper boats to ſave what lives could be ſaved. Un- 
fortunately alt their. exertions, which were made at the riſk 
of their own lives, could ſave only tive of the Ruſſian ſailors, 
Theſe five men were entertained by Mr Bruce at his hoſpi- 
table manſion for ſeveral months, and ſent home to their na- 
tive country. From the report of theſe five men, the Em- 


preſs of Ruſſia gave order to her ambaſſador at the Court 
of London, to write, in her name, a letter of thanks to Mr 


bruce of dymbiſter; which letter I have ſeen. It does ho- 


nour to her, as a Sovereign who deigns to intereſt herſelf in 
the kindneſs ſhown to her ſubjects in diſtreſs. Many ore 
nſtances might be mentioned of the humanity ſhown by the 
inhabitants of this par:ſh to failors in diſtreſs. Unfortunate- 
ly, they have too many calls on their humanity in this way. 


Means of Improvement.—One obſervation applies to this mi- 
liſtry, as well as to all the other pariſhes in Shetland Iſlands, 
namely, 
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namely, that they never can be made of ſuch importante 
the Britiſh Empire as they might be, unleſs proper many 
factures are introduced among them. Leaſes granted, of , 
proper duration, and manufacturing villages eſtablithed, 


Concluſion, —It is hoped that the account of the miniſte 
of the pariſh will render it unneceſſary to make any uſe o 
this imperfect ſketch, which is only wrote in a hurry from 
mere memory, by a perſon who reſided there, in a publi 
character, about the year 1781, but who could not think 
with patience, that there ſhould be any blank in the Statiſtical 
Account of Scotland, if it was in his power to ſupply it. 
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Situation, Fc. 


AIM pariſh of Largs is ſituated in the diſtrict of Cun- 
T ninghame, one of the diviſions of the county of Ayr, 
t the northern extremity, about thirty miles due weſt from 
Claſgow. It extends about nine miles from Kelly-burn, 
which ſeparates it on the north from the pariſh of Innerkip, 
in the ſhire of Renfrew, along the Frith of Clyde, which 
bounds it on the weſt, in a line nearly parallel with the Iſle of 
Bute, to the pariſh of Weſt Kilbride, which bounds it on the 
ſouth at a little diſtance from the village of Fairly. From the 
village of Largs, it extends about 7 or 8 miles to the hill 
of Stake, the ſummit of an extenſive ridge of hills running 
from Greenock to Kilwinning, and ſeparating the pariſh of 
Largs from the adjacent country on the eaſt, This circum- 
ſtance, occaſioned the common ſaying among the inhabitants 
of the inland pariſhes, * Out of the world, and into the 
Largs,” | 
No pariſh in the weſt of Scotland, and few in the High- 
ands, can afford ſuch a variety of beautiful and romantic 
| ſcenes, 


The Statiſtical Account of Largs, printed in the II. volume, 
being rather ſhort and deſective, the valuable addition to it, 


terewith printed, was ſent by an intelligent and reſpectable 
friend to this great undertaking. 


— 
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ſcenes. The hills, which begin to riſe in the neighbouring 
pariſhes of Greenotk, Kilmacolm, Lochwinnoch, Kilbirny, 
and Dalry, meet in a kind of general ſummit. at the eaſtern 
boundary of Largs from which they gradually deſcend 
as thcy approach the ſhorę, till they terminate at laſt in a yz 
riety of abrupt decliyities, fome of which are almoſt perpen. 
dicular, as if part of their baſe had been torn away by farce, 
Notwithſtanding the vaſt height of theſe hills, they arc 
covered, during the greater part of the year, with verdure 
and affgrd ſuch excellent paſture for ſheep, and ſome 0 
them for larger cattle, as can hardly besfound:;elſewhere in 
fimilar ſituations; i» bags. 

The quantity of heath, even on theghigheſt hills, is com- 
paratively {mall ; and, from indiſputable marks it appears, that 
ſome of them have once been cultivated. 


Seil, Agriculture, and Produce.—The whole extent of the 
Pariſh of Largs may, from ſeveral ſurveys, none of which art 
entirely accurate, be eſtimated at 19, 743 acres, The eſtate 
of Briſbane alone, with the fues belonging to it, contains 
9,748 acres, 2 falls, and 27 perches. The arable lands in 
the pariſh, conſiſt of about 4200 acres, rather more than one 
fifth of the whole. The reſt of it is now wholly appropri 
ted to paſture, though a far greater proportion bears evident 
marks of the plough, About a thouſand acres of the higher 
grounds are of little value; the reſt, however, is excellent 
for feeding ſheep and,rearing young cattle. In the lower 
grounds a number of cattle are fattened, ſo as to find a ready 
market in Greenock and other neighbouring towns. One 


ſock farin, the property of the Earl of Glaſgow, yields ves qu 
near $001. yearly, neat rent; and ſeveral farmers, whole WW 
cattle are fed upon the paſture grounds only, make couſider ar. 


3 w# —-; ho 
The 


able quantities of butter and cheeſe, 
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The ſoil of the arable grounds is of two kinds; that on 
the ſouth of Nodeſdale water, comprehending Lord Glaſ- 
gow's eſtate, and great part of Mr Briſbane's, is light and 
ſandy, producing tolerable crops with little culture, if the 
ſeaſon be not immoderately dry, whereas, that on the north 
fide is a light red kind of earth lying on rocky foundations 
of the ſame colour, and inferior to the former, both for paſ- 
ture and tillage. 

Neither lime nor coals, worth working, have been diſ- 
covered in the pariſh, and cannot be obtained from any place 
nearer than Stevenſon, which is about 11 miles diſtant from 
the ſouth end of the pariſh. Lime, therefore, as it can only 
be procured at great expence, is but little uſed. The moſt 
common manure is a mixture of ſea-weed and dung, or dung 
itſelf, where ſea-weed cannot be obtained. 

The fields thus improved, and after lying five or fix years 
in paſture, yield tolerable ctops ; and though the quantity of 
oats and barley, produced by theſe means, is, in general leſs, 
than in ſome of the neighbouring parithes, the meal is gene- 
rally equal; a quarter of oats yielding generally 20 pecks of 
meal, ſometimes more. The great obſtacle to any conſider- 
able improvements in agriculture is a ſpecies of traffic in 
horſes peculiar to this pariſh. 

Farmers, mechanics, and even ſervants, who can afford to 
buy a horſe, ate engaged in it. Some individuals have from 
10 to a dozen of horſes, ſome of them worth 15 l. or 20 l. 
for the purpoſe of hiring them to the farmers in the neigh- 
bouring pariſhes, from 20 to 30 miles round. They are 
uſually let out from a guidea t6 408. according to thicir 
quality, from the firſt of February, ſometimes to the 24th of 
March, but moſt commonly to the roth of April, when they 
are all returned. Previous to this period, there are few 
horſes in the whole pariſh ; but after it there are ſo many in 

Vor. XVII. 358 every 
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every part of it as are ſufficient for the purpoſe of plowing, 
harrowing, and performing all the operations of huſbandry 
in two or three weeks. They are afterwards either turned 
Ivoſe into the higher grounds, or let out for hire during 
the ſummer ſeaſon. 

Another practice, which operates as an obſtacle to agricul. 
ture, is that of importing oats from Ireland and the adjacent 
iflands, and manufacturing them at home. This ſupplies the 
inhabitants with plenty. The ſurplus finds a ready market 
in Greenock, and the refuſe contributes to feed the horſes, 

Unleſs the former of theſe practices, which is, in ſome 
meaſure, encouraged by the latter, be abandoned, conſider» 
able improvements in agriculture can hardly be expected, 
and the nature of the foil can ſcarcely admit of great im- 
provements. 

The arable grounds yield, in general, tolerable crops of 
oats and barley ; they rival every other in producing great 
quantities of potatoes, and of the beſt quality. The orchards 
are, indeed, inferior; but their gardens, in general, ſuperior 
to moſt in the ſame latitude, 

An attempt to reclaim ſome of the lands in the north end 
of the pariſh, which are covered with heath, might be worth 


the experiment, as they are not ſo high as to pions all 
hopes of ſucceſs. 


The old Scotch plough is generally uſed. Mr Hill at 


Kelburn uſes the chain-plough, with Small's improved mould- 
board. 


Population-—Largs, though: an extenſive pariſh, does not 
contain a great proportion of arable ground. -It has no com- 
merce, except a ſhare in the coaſting trade. It contains but 
few inhabitants. According to an accurate calculation made 

lately, 


latel 
259; 


9 — . ˙ OT. 


lately, there are, in the village of Largs, Men 243, Women 

259, in all 502. Men. MWomen. Total. 
Flitly 60 72 132 
Country parts 17L 222 3y1 
Total = bs 1019 
Number of females more than males 77 


In the year 1756, the inhabitants were ſaid to have been 
1164. There has ſince been a decreaſe, owing to ſeveral 
ſmall farms being comprehended in greater ones, and a num- 
ber evacuated to enlarge the plantations at Kelburn. 

From accurate information, 51 perſons have left the pariſh 
fince 1791, more than have ſettled in it during that period. 


In the - village of Largs there are, 
Surgeon - - - - I 
Weavers - - 5 70 
Carpenters 1 0 8 
Cordwainers - — 
Taylors 8 - , > 
Smiths . - - - 
Coopers - - - - 
Maſons - - — 2 - 
Sailors - - - - 
Butchers - C - - 
Inn-keeper — - - - 
Ale-houſes 
Carriers — — ” - 


| . — 
1 en 


In the village of Fairly, 
Inn-keeper — — 1 
Taylor 


There are two Packets to Glaſgow belonging to Largs, 


« 
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Taylor - 2 . 1 
Weavers - 4 55 6 
Carpenters | - * — 42 2 
Smiths 5 4 5 * 
Cooper - - a 1 * 
Shoemakers ” # "AY 
Sailors 8 45 5 
Ale-houſes een e 3 

: | 

6 OW: 415 


Mir and Climate. As the pariſh lies near the ſea, and is fur. 
rounded by very high hills, it has generally its full propor- 
tion of rain, which 1s very ſerviceable to the light ſandy ſoil, 
of which the greateſt part of the pariſh conſiſts. 

The air at Largs is commonly pure, The thick fogs 
which often furround Glaſgow, Paiſley, and the adjacent 
country, frequently cover the hills, but ſeldom viſit the low 
countries. In time of froſt, this circumſtance is peculiarly 
remarkable, while in other places the air is thick and hazy, 
here the ſky is clear and ſerene, Many of the fickiy inha- 
bitants of Glaſgow and Paiſley have felt ſenſible advantages 
from the air of Largs ; ſome of them have been entirely re- 


covered, and yet the pariſh affords, comparatively, few in- 
ſtances of longevity, © at}. 


The chief old perſons in itsare, Tot os 


William Crawford „ ö, 183" nge 107 
James Martin, Largs '- Y . 2 | gg 
Rabert Adam, Kipping-burn 's Togesm gg 
Alexander Hair, Outer. wards 87 un 


In 1754, James Hendry died at Tourgill, aged 103 years. 
But if the inhabitants of Largs do not live longer than thoſe 
| of 
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if other pariſhes, they certainly enjoy better health. Medi- 
al affiftance is ſeldom neceſſary, unleſs for thoſe who have 


deen infgfted elſewhere. 


Cattle —Owing to a circumſtance formerly mentioned, 
there are probably more horſes in this pariſh than in moſt 
others of the ſame extent. As they are continually chang. 
ing their paſtures, and frequently their owners, it is impol- 
fble to calculate their number with preciſion. From the 
moſt accurate and authentic information, there are at preſent 


in the pariſh, - 
' 2309, horſes 
4 2909 black cattle 
3460 ſheep. 


The ſheep are moſtly of the Golloway EINE A few of the 
larger kind of Eugliſh ſheep have been lately tried, and have 
turned to good account. 

The wool is generally fold to the people of Kilmarnock, 
from Gs. to 12 8. per ſtone, and about 570 ſtone is fold an- 


nually. 
It may be added, that 8 horſes and black cattle are fed 
in Kelburn parks after the firſt ſtock is removed. 


Roads, c. The great road from Glaſgow to Port-Pa- 
trick runs through the whole extent of the pariſh. Formerly, 
it vent over ſome high roads towards the north end of it; 
dut, about five years ago, a new road was made from Skel- 
murly to Largs, along the ſhore. The expence of this is 
defrayed by a toll at Kelly- bridge, rented at 721. 15 s. The 
converſion of ſtatute labour is 47 l. 10s. The roads is kept 
in good repair; there are bridges upon it, three of which are 
lately built, 

The 


«* 


+] 
LAY G - 
: ") 1 4 > 
— A — * va * 


n 


: 4 = 2 * - 
2 2 — 2 7” =; 3 
rr , Sit tr ne AE. I EEE I IR * - 


— 
_—_ 


o £ : : . mY ” 0 
3 * 7 * N 
— _ — 2 SSI... Q 


EA. * @ 
— 
— - ES <6 


- a 0 op 22 2 
<*” LES SC * 
— _- 2 = = 
= 


4 2 
> — = — — 


Lg 


510 Statiſtical Account 


The reſt of the pariſh, however, is in great want of road 
There is no private road, of any great extent, kept in even 
tolerable repair, except the road to Briſbane, which 


made, and is till kept in repair at the proprietor's expence, Mac 
though it is the only communication with the upper end of cnery 
the pariſh where it joins Kilmacolm. ive ha 


It is propoſed to make two new roads; one over the hills WW day. 
| fo as to communicate with Kilbirny on the eaſt, and Daly“ com 
on the ſouth eaſt, and another through to Kilmacolm on {W422 
the north eaſt. Theſe improvements, which have been Th. 
often talked of, but never executed, would add conſiderably N ſi 
to the value of the lands, and convenience of the inhabitants, Ming to 
by opening a communication with many parts of the adjacent Co 
country, at preſent, in a great meaſure, innacceſſible, except this e 
by foot paſſengers, or horſes accuſtomed to the roads. On ce 
the ſouth and north of the village of Largs are two large ri 
vulets or burns, The water of Nodeſdale to the north, and 
Gogo to the ſouth, | 
Nodeſdale is a very impetuous ſtream, It runs through 
Mr Briſbane's pleaſure grounds, where it has often commit- 
ted great depradations. Mr Briſbane has frequently endes. 
voured to imbank it, and has been at great pains and expence 
in raiſing mounds of earth to turn its courſe, but in vain, 
As ſoon as the heavy rains come, it overcomes all obſtruc- 
tions, and, running with unuſual impetvoſity through a light 
and gravely ſoil, has, in the courſe of a few years, deſtroyed 
many acres of land to the proprietor. 2 


Fiſheries, —The ſalmon caught on this coaſt are of the beſt * 
quality, Since the fiſhermen came from the north country 
great quantities have been caught, which are moſtly ſold at cl 
Greenock and Port- Glaſgow. The ſalmon fiſhing is at pre- 
ſent rented at 271. Mr Briſbane's proportion is 201. The Il ® 
reſt is Lord Glaſgow's and Colonel Montgomery's: 
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It would produce much more profit were they not diſper- 
ſed in ſo many places, and at ſuch a diſtance from each 


Mackerel, haddocks, whitings, and cod, are caught on 
A ſingle boat, with four or 
fre hands, has been known to take twenty ſtone of them in 
2 day, In 1793, when a number of boats were employed, it 
s computed, that, for the ſpace of a month, they took, at an 
werage, 18 ſtone every day. 

They are ſold, at the village of Largs, from 1 8. 6 d. to 28. 
per ſtone ; and, when carried to Paifley and the neighbour- 
ing towns, they bring at the rate of 3s. 4 d. 

Conſiderable quantities of herrings were formerly taken on 
this coaſt, and ſmaller quantities are ftill taken at a little diſ- 
tance from it. 


Proprietors.— The proprietors in this pariſh are, the Earl of 
Glaſgow, Thomas Briſbane of Briſbane, Colonel Hugh Mont- 
zomery of Skelmurly, William Blair of Blair, and 'Thomas 
King of Blackhouſe, beſides William Wilſon of Hailley, and 
Daniel Fraſer of Hangenheugh, who hold of the family of 
Briſbane, and thirteen feuers upon the eſtate of Briſbane. 

Of the more confiderable proprietors, Mr Briſbane of Briſ- 
bane is the only reſiding one. | 

There have been few changes of property in this pariſh. 
The lands of Kelburn have been in poſſeſſion of the Earl of 
Glaſgow's anceſtors upwards of 500 years, 

Colonel Montgomery's anceſtor was a ſecond fon of Alex- 
ander Lord Montgomery, who lived in 1440. They conti- 
nued, in a direct male line, till the eldeft daughter, and heir- 
es of Sir Robert Montgomery of Skelmurly, married Alex- 
ander Montgomery of Colsfield, She was mother to the 
preſent proprietor. 


Mr 
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Mr Briſbane of Briſbane, chief of that name, of an 4 
cient family in Renfrewſhire, has had ſome of the land h. 
now poſſeſſes, belonging to the eſtate, upwards of 200 year 


About two years ago, the part of the late James Banny * 
tan of Kelly, lying in this pariſh, was ſold, after having beer the | 
upwards of 300 years in the family, The ſmall property by tl 
Hailley, the poſſeſſion of Mr William Wilſon, has belong 11 
to his forefathers ſince 1516, as appears by a ſeiſine of Alex wat 
ander Maſter of Semple to James Wilſon. fami 

B 


Valuation, Wc.—The valuation of this pariſh is 3801 yecc 
Scotch. The real value is about 35001. Sterling. 
The value of land has riſen conſiderably of late. 
In 1754, the parks of Kelburn rented - L. 149 63 1] 
In the year 1794 ES - .4q1 50, 
There is a ſmall incloſure, called Fairley Mill Park, con- 
taining about g acres, 2 of which are very bad paſture; it 


of | 

gives 41 l. yearly rent. 

Hangenheugh and Routdonburn, feu from Briſbane eſtate, iſ gr 
rented in 1762 at — HP - » 9 Oo © 


In 1794, at - - — L. 52 0 © 
Likewiſe the ſmall property of Hailley was, in 1764, rent 
ed at 9 J.; yields, in 1794, 601. per annum to the proprietor, 
in ſetting it out in ſmall lots to the inhabitants of the village 
of Largs for potatoes. 


Church, Qc.— The church is an old building, erected be. 
fore the Reformation, but at what period is uncertain. In 
the north ſide is an aile, containing an elegant monument; 
belonging to Colonel Montgomery of Skelmurly. It forms 
an arch and two compartments, ſupported by 18 pillars, of 
the Corinthian order, ſurmounted with cherubims. Above 
the arch is a ſmall pyramid, tiniſhed at top with a globe. l 

ö 
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k very richly carved, and with great taſte, conſidering the 
time in which it was built, namely, in 1636. 

On the roof of the aile are painted the 12 ſigns of the 
zodiac, and ſeveral views of the houſe of Skelmurly ; with 
the premature death of a lady of the * who was killed 
by the kick of a horle. 

It is likewiſe adorned with ſeveral texts of Scripture, and 


various eſcutcheons bf the different members of that ancient | 


family. — 


Below is a vault, built by Sir Robert Montgomery, who, 
becoming ſerious in-the after part of his life, repaired hither 
at night for devotional ekerciles; by theſe means N 
himſelf as it were fee. 86 

There are two niches in The walls for coffins ; ; and Sir 
Robert himſelf, with his lady, Margaret Douglas, daughter 
to [7 James Douglas of Drumlanrig, anceſtor to the Duke 
of Queenſberry, lie in two leaden coffins, 


She died 3 in 1624. On Sir Roberts is the following in- 


vs a. 
ſcription ; 
Tpſe mitri praemortives ſui: Fato funera, 
Prueripui. Unicum, wgue Cagſarium 


Exenplar inter tot mortales ſecutus. 


This plainly alludes to the Emperor Charles V. who had 
his funeral obſequies performed before his death. 

Colonel Montgomery, the lineal deicendent ot Sir Robert, 
is patron ; the Reverend Mr Stephen Rowan, mmiſter. 

At the Revolution and eſtabliſhment of the Church of 
Scotland, in 1689, Mr John Wilſon was ſettled. He died 
in 1699, aged 44. He was ſucceeded, in 1701, by Mr An- 
drew Cummin, who died in 1762, aged 88, in the 61ſt year 


of his miniſtry, Upon his death followed Mr Gilbert Lang, 
who had been ſettled as his aſſiſtant and ſucceſſor from 1756. 
Vor, XVII, 3 He 


J 
| 
| 
| 
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He died in 1791, in the 66th year of his age. His ſucceſivr 


is the preſent incumbent, 

The ſtipend is 8 chalders, beſides half a chalder for com. 
munion elements, commuted tor money according to the 
fiars of the College of Glaſgow. 

Ihe glebe is 7 acres and a half, arable, but no graſs, with 
a god manſe ſituated at about a quarter of a mile north of 
the church. The poors finds are 1032 l. beſides the week. 
ly coliections, which are, at an average, about 40 l. per 
annum, 

On the roll there are 20 people, who receive from one 
guinea yearly to 41.; three weekly penſioners, at 28. 6d. 
per week: beſides 21 poor, who receive ſmall ſums, as their 
exigencies require. 

John Morrice of Craig, Eſq; who was born in this pariſh, 


and acquired an opulent fortune in the Weſt Indies, left 


50 l. to the poor in 1788. 

The late Countels- Dowager of Glaſgow, with that huma- 
nity and goodneſs which ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed her cha- 
racter, when the left this pariſh in 1775, upon the death of 
her Lord, ordered 161. per annum to be diſtributed at the 
diſcretion of the miniſter, 

The funds of the pariſh ſchool are liberal. Mr Hannibal 
Hall, ſurgeon at Dublin, a native of this pariſh, left to the 
ſchool 151 The maſter's falary is about 20 J. He has 
from 60 to 7< tcholars, from whom he receives quarterly, 


For reading - - - 130 0d. 
For writing - - ” 28. 
Arithmetic — — 28. 6d. 
Latin - - - - 35. 


The preſent ſchoolmaſter is Mr John Macqueen, There 
are likewiſe two ſmaller ſchools at the fouth and north ends 
of the pariſh, at the village of Fairley, and at Skelmurly. 

| The 


ſid 


The greater number of the inhabitants are of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church. About 50 families are Burghers; and, to 
the honour of both parties, they live together in mutual 
amity, without exhibiting, in almoſt any inſtance, the ſmall- 
eſt alienation of affection on account of different religious 
ſentiments, 


Antiquities. There are ſeveral caſtles, and houſes of con- 
ſiderable antiquity, in the pariſh. Skelmurly caſtle was built 
in 1502, and had a new addition in 1636. 

The old caſtle of Knock was built above 300 years ago. 
It was the property of an ancient family, of the name of 
Fraſer, deſcended from John Fraſer, third ſon of Hugh Fra- 


ſer of Lovat, and his wife Iſabel, daughter to Sir David 


Weems of Weems. They had a grant of theſe lands from 
King Robert III. in 1402. It is now in ruins, and belongs 
to Mr Briſbane of Briſbane. 

The caſtle of Fairley, formerly poſſeſſed by the ancient 
family of Fairley, ſaid to be deſcended from a natural fon of 
King Robert II. is now alſo in ruins. It was built in 1521, 
and is now the property of the Earl of Glaſgow. The old 
part of Kilburn-houſe was built in 1581. 

In Briſbane-houſe is an old chair, made of oak, dated 
1357- The arms of the family are carved on the back, 
which are, | 

Sable, a cheveron, cheque . or and gules between three 
cuſhions AM the ſecond, with the initials of J. B. and E. H. 
This chair, being ſtill in excellent preſervation, may ſerve for 


many centuries to ſhow the name and family of Briſbane to 


ſucceeding generations. 

There are two moats, or mounds of earth, at each end of 
the village of Largs, of that kind called Law-hills, at the 
diſtance of four miles up the water of Nodeſdale, at a place 
called Tourgill. | 


There 
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There is one of a ſimilar appearance, but much 1 it 
is now generally thought to be natural. 

On the top of the Knock-hill is the veſtige of a ſmall 
camp, with three regular entrenchments. Above Hailley, 
and directly oppoſite to the camp juſt mentioned, about the 
diſtance of three miles, are the remains of an ancient tortif. 
cation, which is ſtill called the Caſtle-hill. 

There are likewiſe feveral zumuli in the pariſh, generally 
believed to have been raifed after the battle of Largs, over 
the bodies of the ſlain. This battle was fought in the reign 
of King Alexander III. in 1263, between the Scots and 
Norwegians. The Scotch army was commanded by Alex. 
ander Stewart, grandfather to the firſt Monarch of that fa. 
mily. The Norwegians or Danes, under Haco their King, 
were routed with great ſlaughter, and many of them taken 
priſoners. Haco himfelt eſcaped, with ie Ts 
his ſhips. , 

The field of battle is ſtill ſhown. A large plain, to the 
ſouthward of the village of Largs, is ſappoſed to have been 
the ſcene of action. Cairns of ſtones were on it, formed, it 
was ſaid, over pits, into which the bodies of the ſlain were 
thrown. A courſe granite ſtone, about 10 feet high, ſtood 
in the centre of this field, ſuppoſed to be erected over the 
body of a chieftain, It has now fallen down. 

The Earl of Glaſgow and Mr Briſbane had, each of them, 
Daniſh axes found in the field. Mr Briſbane preſented one 
of them to the Society of Antiquarians for Scotland, 


Mr Wilſon of Hailley, having occafton for ſtones to in- 


cloſe part of his grounds in the year 1772, opened a ſmall 
hill, called Margaret's Law, ſuppoſed to be natural, but 


found to be a collection of ſtones, containing upwards of 


15,000 cart loads; in the centre of which were diſcovered 


ave ſtone coffins, two of them containing five ſculls each, 
with 


Largs, 
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ah other human bones, and ſeveral earthen urns. It is 
generally believed they had been there ſince the battle of 


this con jecture, being derived from the old Saxon word had 
V a grave. 

In the pariſh of Dalry, on the ſouth-eaſt boundary of 
Largs, is a fa: m, called Camp-hill, where the Scotch army is 
id to have been encamped previous to the engagement. 

Between that and the village of Larys is Routdovburn, 
ſuppoſed to derive its name from a detachment ot Haco's 
amy being routed there; and Don. is a contraction for 
Dane, What renders this more probable is, that, on the 
bank of the Roatdonburn, is a large cairn of ſtones; upon 
removing part of which, lately, a ſtone coffin was found. 
Between that and the ſea is Burly-gate; a little lower, in the 
Earl of Glaſgow's plantations. is Killing-crarg ; and farther 
ſouthward is Kipping-burn, where. it is ſaid, a number of 
the lying Danes were met by Sir Robert Boyd, anceſtor to 
the Earl of Kilmarnock, afterwards the triend and confident 
of the famous King Robert Bruce, and put to the {word. 


Theſe names are a kind of confirmation of a battle having 


happened at this place. 


Miſcellaneous Remarks. —The inhabitants of this pariſh are, 
in general, ſober, induſtrious, and economical. Though 
they enjoy very few conveniencies for making money, many 
of them are, poſſt ſſed of conſiderable ſums. 

Almoſt all of them ſtudy to provide for futurity; and 
thus they are enabled to make the moſt of their ſituation. 
Accordingly, they are in general richer than many in the 
adjacent pariſhes, whole advantages are greater. 

The plague viſited Largs in 1644, and carried off great 
numbers; among others, Mr Alexander Smith, then mini- 
lier of the pariſh, 

| There 


lars. The name Hailley ſeems to give countenance to - 
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mues fr 
Im 40 
qd ſom 


There is a tradition, that, before his death, he af: 
that he ſhould be the laſt who would die of that diſen 
which happened accordingly “. 

At the Outterwards, a farm in the north-eaſt extremi 


of Briſbane eſtate, on a ſmall holm, lying on the water I ſcen, 
Nodeſdale, were diſcovered the foundations of ſeveral ſul Ihe 
buildings, ſaid to be the remains of huts, to which the int d a f 

Such 


bitants of the village of Largs, and adjacent country, retir 


to avoid the infection. There is in Largs a weekly mark”? © 


on Thurſdays, and four annual fairs, the moſt remarkab ink f. 
of which is St Columba's day, vulgarly called Com#! du ght 1 
which is held on the ſecond Tueſday of June. p the | 
Thi wed | 

The 


* His tomb is ſtill to be ſeen, about half a mile above Br lat it 


bane houſe, with the following inſcription on a plain (tone, ik the 
which, it is ſaid, there is an alluſion to the forementioned tral . 
dition, round the edge.—Here lyeth the Reverend Ale rande Thi 
Smith, miniſter of Largs, a faithful miniſter of the goſpel, nd L 
moved by the peſtilence 1644. lies 
tility 
INSCRIPTION. Ag 
in 
1 Conditus in the di 
Tumulo hoc jaceo = 
ag ſtill, 
Inviniſque 
Senexque; nempe Few 
Annis juvenis, the p 
Sed pietate 1 ü 
Senex, Divins a 
Eloguio, caeleſ- lent 1 
tia dogmata ha 
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This fair is famous over the weſt of Scotland, and con- 
es from Monday to Thurſday, Great numbers of people, 
m 40 or 50 miles round, reſort to it, tome for buſineſs, 
d ſome for pleaſure. Upwards of 100 boats are often to 
ſeen, on this occaſion, riding in the Bay. 

The whole week is a kind of jubilee to the inhabitants, 
id a ſcene of diverſion to others. 

Such a vaſt multitude cannot be accommodated with 
is; and the Highlanders, in particular, do not ſeem to 
ink ſuch accommodation neceſſary, They ſpend the whole 
ght in ruſtic ſports, carouſing and dancing on the green 
the found of the bagpipe. Every one who chooles is al- 
wed to join in this, which forms their principal amuſement. 
The candidates for the dance are generally ſo numerous, 
ut it is kept up without intermiſſion during the whole time 
if the fair. 


This was formerly the general meeting place of Highlanders 
and Lowlanders, for the purpoſe of exchanging the commo- 
ities which each of them could ſpare for others of greater 
utility. 

Since ſhops have been opened, and pedlars have viſited 
the different iſlands, this fair has gradually decreaſed ; it is 
fill, however, better frequented than any in the country. 
Few ſcenes can afford objects more worthy of attention to 
the philoſopher, who wiſhes to contemplate human nature 
n its ſimpleſt and moſt undiſguiſed forms, or to the benevo- 
lent man, who rejoices to fee that a great part of human 
happineſs belongs to the virtuous poor. 


Concluſion. —Fairley road is one of the moſt convenient in 
the Frith of Clyde. Veſſels of any burthen may ride in it at 
all ſeaſons, and looſe from it with any wind. | 
| Oppoſite 
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Oppoſite the village of Largs, the water is ſeveral fathon 
deep almoſt at the very ſhore. The inhabitants have gene 
rally a taſte for the ſea; and many of them have money 
which might be employed to good purpoſe in trade, 

All circumſtances contribute to render Largs proper for 
ſea-port town. The only obſtacles are, the want of a har 
bour, and good roads through the country, to facilitte thi 
conveyance of goods by land. Were theſe to be removed 
ſome kind of manufacture to be eſtabliſhed, and an act d 
Parliament procured for the roads, levyiog harbour dues, & 
the numbers and wealth of the inhabitants would at once be 
increaſed ; and this would operate as a ſtimulus to the in 
provement of the foil. A place poſſeſſing ſo many beauties 
and natural advantages, with the addition of trade and mz 
nufactures, would have inducements not only to * the 
number of inhabitants, but to allure others to ſettle there, 
If the pariſh, however, has not the advantage of more opu 
lent diſtricts, in trade. manufactures, and commerce, it is en- 
tirely free of the vices which luxury introduces; and, in this 
troubleſome and diſtracted period, the inhabitants, with the 
exception” of a few individuals, may be truly faid both to 
fear God and honour their King. 
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PARISH OF LETHENDY. 


(CounTY or PtxTH,—SyNOD or PerRTH AND STIR- 
LING,—PRESBYTERY OF DUNKELD.) 


By Mr LaurExncis BuTTER, Miniſter. 


a , ; 


Situation and Extent. 

HE pariſh of Lethendy is ſituated in the county of 

Perth, within the bounds of the ſynod of Perth and 
Stirling, and preſbytery of Dunkeld. Its extent, in a direct 
line from eaſt to weſt, is five miles; its greateſt breadth from 
ſouth to north, a, mile and an half. It is bounded on the 
eaſt by the Burn of Lunan, which divides it from the pariſh 
of Blairgowrie, on the ſouth by Caputh, and on the weſt 
and north by Clunie, pariſhes. From the eaſtcrn extremity 
the ground riſes gently weſtward the whole length of the pa- 
riſh, except on the weſt point, where it falls ſuddenly for 
about half a mile. The river Tay formerly waſhed the touth 
weſt fide of this pariſh, It has now retired ſouthward to 
the diſtance of nearly two miles, by cuts made at different 
periods, leaving behind it, in ſeveral places, viſible traces of 
ts former courſe. | 


Soil and Climate, —The weſt half of the pariſh is a black 
mould inclining to a reddiſh clay, excepting ſome ſmall cor- 
ners, exceedingly rich, and well adapted to all kinds of crops. 

Vor. XVII. 3 U Towards 


* 
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Towards the eaſt, the ſoil becomes blacker, more wet, and 
leſs productive. From the ſouthern expoſure of the pariſh, 
the climate is perhaps a little milder than that of the pariſhes 
immediately adjoining. The difference, however, is not ma. 
terial, Harveſt commences uſually in the beginning of Sep. 
tember, and is over by the middle of October, 


* 
890 


State of Agriculture, Thirty years ago, the beſt lands in 
the pariſh were under ſheep paſture, and from a bad breed, 
and probably unſkilful management, yielded but a poor pit- 
tance to the proprietor, and but a very ſcanty ſubſiſtence to 
the tenant. Since that period, ſheep have been baniſhed 
entirely; the uſe of marl has been adopted; the waſte lands 
have been cultivated; the rental of the pariſh trebled; the 
condition of the tenants meliorated ; and the face of the 
country entirely changed. But rapid as this improvement 
has been, it was much longer of having reached its preſent 
ſtate, than a judicious treatment of the ſoil would have 
brought it. This obſtruction is principally to be aſcribed, to 
a miſtake reſpecting the qualities of marl; and an error in 
the ſyſtem of cropping. Experience has now proved, that 
there is no nutritive quality in marl, that it acts only as a 
ſtimulus to the ſoil, which, if not enriched with different 
manure, it ſoon exhauſts, and reduces to a ſtate of abſolute 
ſterility. Want of attention to this circumſtance, conſider- 
ably retarded the improvements in agriculture in this, as well 
as in many other parts of the country. The lands, when firſt 
marled, produced abundantly for ſeveral years without any 
other manure z and, while they continued to do ſo, were kept 
in a {tate cf conſtant tillage, and oats frequently fown in perpe- 
tual ſucceſſion. From this improper management, the nutri 
tious part of the ſoil was exhaulted, and required a reſt of 


many 
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many years, in order to recruit its prolific powers. Even 
this ceſſation from tillage was not followed with any material 
advantage. Artificial graſſes were yet unknown; and the 
ground, thus reduced, derived but little nouriſhment from 
the naturahand ſcanty productions of the ſoil. I heſe miſ- 
takes, however, have been diſcovered, and their effects have 
now, in a good meaſure, ceaſed, The neceſſity of following 
marl with dung is admitted on all hands, and the introduc- 
tion of artificial graſſes into the ſyſtem of cropping univer- 

ſally adopted. | 
But though this practice has been followed with very be- 
neficial conſequences, there is yet much room for further im- 
provement. Perhaps the rotation of crops is not the beſt 
that might be deviſed, and the proportion of green crop to 
that of grain is ſtill too ſmall. No uniform rotation is adop- 
ted in the pariſh, nor is it always invariable on the {ame 
farm, Where any thing like a ſyſtem is purſued, the fol- 
lowing is the moſt general : Oats, barley, oats, green crop, 
or fallow ; oats, barley with graſs ſeeds. Probably oats, 
green crop, barley. with graſs ſeeds, would be a better rota- 
tion. The green crop in this pariſh confilts of potatoes, 
turnips, peaſe, lint, nearly in equal proportions.  'There has 
been no wheat ſown in this parith till within theſe few years, 
nor is it yet-cultivated to any extent, though the ſoil is by 
no means unfavourable to it, This is partly owing to the 
influence of cuſtom, and the ſize of the farms. A great part 
of the pariſh is divided into ſmall farms of about fix, eight, 
or ten acres, Theſe are generally occupied by tradeſmen, 
whoſe ideas are not ſufficiently enlarged for following the moſt 
approved modes of huſbandry, and who conſider their farms 
rather as a matter of convenience, than of profit. But if this 
circumſtance is leſs favourable to agricultural improvements z 
the 
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the loſs is perhaps more than balanced by its beneficial influ« 
ence upon population and morals. By dividing their time 
betwixt the labours of the field, and their occupations within 
doors, they are vigorous and health, their offÞpring accor- 
dingly are numerous and robuſt ; they grow up in the habits 
of temperance and induſtry, and are ſtrangers to thoſe courſes 
of diſlipation and vice, to which the youth in great towns are 
ever expoſed, and often fall a ſacrifice. 


Produce.—This pariſh produces, annually, 1614 bolls of 
oats, 1100 bolls of barley, 100 bolls of wheat, 100 bolls of 
peaſe, Linlithgow meaſure, 250 ſtone of lint, Amſterdam; 
and there are, beſides, from 40 to 5o acres under potatoe and 
turnip crops. The returns from the ſeed in oats and barley, 
are from 5 to 8, in wheat from 10 to 12. The produce, in 
lint is from 20 to 25 ſtone per acre, and in potatoes — 
to 60 bolls, 


Woodlands, There are in this pariſh from 50 to 60 acres 
of natural wood, conſiſting chiefly of oak, birch, and hazle, 
which, from its fituation on the higheſt ground of the dil- 
trict, and being ſurrounded with, rich+gorn fields, both varies 
and beautifies the ſcene. It is cut generally once in 20 years, 
and is valuable, chiefly on account of the bark. There is, 
beſides this, a conſiderable quantity of, aſn around the, 
farm houſes, ſufficient, perhaps, for ſupplying the pariſh with 
the implements of huſbandry. , ET BES 18 


Live Stock, — Horſes.— There are in this pariſh 104 horſes 
Since the introduction of two horſe ploughs, the breed has 
been conſiderably improved. They are now of a middle ſize, 


and fell at from 12 J. to 18 l. each. A few more are reared 
in 
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lus Win the pariſh than are neceſſary for the purpoſes of agricul- 


me ture. \ 


or- Black Cartie.— The number of black cattle is 308. They 
its WY re rather of a ſmall fize, and are generally fold when be- 
ſes ¶ ween two and three years old, at from 3 l. to 5 I. each. The 
re Wl firmers depend, in ſome meaſure, on the ſale of their ſuper- 
numerary horſes and cattle for the payment of their rents, 


of Rental.—The lands are vaiued in the ceſs books of the 
of WM county at 12601, 12s. Scotch. The real rent is 950 l. 
1; WM dtcrling. | 


7 Population. — The number of inhabitants in this pariſh, in- 
n cluding all ages, is 367. The average number of births an- 


population in 1755 was 346 ſouls; fo that there is a ſmall 
ncreale. | 


Character of the People. They are ſimple in their manners, 


religious ideas are fomewhat confined, but their morals are 
mimpeachable. According to my information, nothing has 
occurred, in the memory of man, which has been the ſubject 
of a criminal proſecution. And, if their religious knowledge 
s not very extenſive, they are ſtill leſs verſant in political 
creeds, The ſpeculations of this nature, which have lately 
ſo much engaged the attention of mankind, and which have 
been diſcuſſed by all parties with ſo great warmth and un- 
charitableneſs, are here treated with much indifference, 
They indeed hear, and talk of reforms, and revolutions, and 
plots, and conſpiracies, -and armed affociations, but without 
being the leaſt alarmed, and without feeling themſelves diſ- 
poſed 


wally is 12. No regiſter of deaths has been kept. The 


frugal, induſtrious, and contented with their tituation. Their + 
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poſed to take an active part in ſupport either of the one or 
of the other. To the war, however, in which we are en. 
gaged, though their limited information does not enable 
them to pronounce decifively upon its juſtice or neceſſity, 


yet, animated with the love of their country, they n 
wiſh a favourable iſſue, 


Mechanics. — There are in this pariſh 13 weavers, 5 join. 


ers, 4 maſons,” 2 ſhoemakers, 2 taylors, 2 blackſmiths, 2 
coopers, and 2 flax-dreſſers. 


Churches. Notwithſtanding the ſmall ſize of this pariſh, 
it is provided with three churches ; one belonging to the 
Eſtabliſhment, one to the Antiburgher Seceders, and one to 
the Engliſh Epiſcopals. Of theſe, the Eſtabliſhed Church is 
by far the worſt in point of ſtructure and accommodation, 
None of the heritors reſide in the pariſh, and conſequently 
leſs attention is paid to keep it in a ſtate of any decent re- 
Pair. 'The other two are more in the ſtile of modern build- 
ings, and much better fitted up for the accommodation of the 
hearers. The whole pariſh, however, are of the Eſtabliſhed 
Religion, excepting 24 Seceders, of whom allo the greater 
part are women. The Engliſh Chapel was erected in this 
pariſh, merely from its being the moſt central ſituation for 
accommodating a few families in the neighbourhood. 


' Manſe, Glebe, and Living, —The manſe was built 8 years 
ago, and is a ſmall, but ſubſtantial houſe, It is remarkable 
for its being the ſubject of a long law-ſuit, in which the 
principal heritor inſiſted that the Court of Seſſion, in award. 
ing a ſum for the building of a new manſe, could not exceed 
100 l. Scotch, by the act 1663. This queſtion was tried 
before the Houſe of Peers; and the judgment of the Court 

| of 
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of Seſſion, whereby they had exceeded that ſum, was af- 


firmed, 
The glebe conſiſts of about 6 acres of rich arable land. 


The living of the eſtabliſhed clergyman is 61 bolls and 9g 


pecks of victual; 171. Sterling; 31 capons, 43 poultry ; 
and the tenth of lint, lamb, and wool, 


| Schoolmaſter,—The proviſion for a ſchoolmaſter in this 


pariſh is 40 l. Scotch, with the ſchool fees, and 81. Scotch 
for acting as ſeſſion-clerk. Even this paltry ſum, it would 
ſeem, is reluctantly beſtowed. The laſt ſchoolmaſter died 
10 years ago; the ſchool-houſe had been in ruins long be- 
fore; and the heritors have never yet found it convenient to 
provide us either with one, or with the other; an irrepa- 
table loſs to the riſeng generation. Some ſteps, however, 
will ſoon be taken, for having this opprobrious grievance 
elfectually removed. 


Poor. — There are no poor's rates eſtabliſhed in this pariſh, 


The weekly collections in the church, with the intereſt of a 


ſmall ſum of money, have hitherto been ſufficient for the- 
ſupport of the poor. There are, at preſent, 3 only upon the 
roll, aged, infirm people; and even theſe require but a ſmall 
trifle, in addition to the fruits of their own induſtry. The 
average weekly collection is from 28. to 28. 6d. Sterling. 


Prices of Labour and Proviſſont.— The wages of a man ſer- 
vant are from 10 l. 20 121, Sterling a year; of a woman: ſer- 
vant, from 41. to 5 1. with victuals. Day labourers receive 
from 15 d. to 18 d. a day in ſummer, and about 1s. in win- 
ter, without victuals. Oat-meal is here the principal food 


of the people, and generally ſells at 18. the peck. Butter 
ſells 
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felis at gd. per lib.; cheeſe at from 4s. to 5s. per ſtone, 
Am ſterdam; beet and mutton at from 3 d. to 4 d. per lib, 


Radi. There are two roads which divide the pariſh neu. 
ly into four equal parts, one of which runs from eaſt to well, 
and the other from ſouth to north. Both of themdare 
been long neglected, and are at preſent in a ſtate of wretched 
repair, In winter, they are often totally impaſfable for car: 
riages of any kind, There is alſo a branch of road, preſently 
forming, leading along the ſouth-weſt fide of this pariſh to 
the new bridge of Iſla, and to the turnpike road from thence 
to Perth, which will prove a conſiderable benefit to the 
country. * 10 ee £463! 2 


1186 


General Obſervations.— This pariſh is but ill provided in 
fuel. They carry their coal from Perth, at the diſtance 
nearly of 12 miles, and pay for them at the rate of 5 8. for 
every 40 ſtone weight, Peat-moſs, however, is more gene- 
rally uſed, which they alſo bring from a cunſiderable dil 
tance ; and, taking into account the time and labour waſted 
in digging, drying, and carrying it home, is ſtill more expea- 
five than coal. There is indeed a ſmall quantity of moſs in 
the pariſh, but the liberty of making it into fuel, is confined 
entirely to the tenants of the proprietor. 

Want of incloſures, is another diſadvantage this pariſh la» 
bours under. A ſmall part of the pariſh only is yet incloſed; 
and, from the ſmall ſize of the farms, and the want of ſpirit, 
and even ability in the tenants, it is not likely that this object 
will be ſoon accompliſhed, It is hoped the proprietors will 
ſee their own intereſt in lending them ſome aſſiſtance. 

To make up, however, for theſe diſadvantages, we have 
an eaſy acceſs to the means of improving the ſoil. There is 
great {tore of ſhell marl in the neighbouring pariſh of Kin» 

| | loch, 
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tone, WM loch, at the diſtance only of about two miles, This has 
lib. WJ contributed, in a great meaſure, to the preſent improved ſtate 

of the country, There is alſo marl in the pariſh ; but, as it 
near. blies at ſome depth under moſs and water, and would be at- 
weſt, ended with ſome difficulty id draining, it has never been 
date conſidered as of much utility. Equally near, in the pariſh of 
ched WI Caputh, there is an inexhauſtible ſtore of lime-ſtone, of a 
tar. good quality, There are, at preſent, extenſive preparations 
ntl WW making for burning it; and, notwithſtanding the diſtance 
h to from coal, it is expected it can be fold ſo low as will enable 
ence che farmer to uſe it with advantage. 


Long leaſes, and moderate rents, are likewiſe favourable 
circumſtances in this pariſh. The leaſes, in general, are for 

in ig years, and during the lite of the holder after the expira- 
tion of that period. Some of them extend the length even 
of two lives. The rent of} the beſt land in the pariſh does 
not exceed 205. and the greater part is below 15 s. per acre. 
Thus'the tenants are in a good meaſure independent, and 


reniencies of life, 
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NUMBER XXXVII. 


PARISH OF BALFR ON. 


(Co uNx Tx or STIRLING.—SYNOD or GLASGOw axy 
AYR.—PRESBYTERY OF DUMBARTON.) 


By Mr James JeErrrREY, Miniſſerr. 


Name, Extent, &'c. 

Ty ALFRON is a word of Gaelic derivation, nd is ſaid 
to ſignify « the Town of Sorrow.” On what account 
the place obtained this name is not certainly known. The 
form of the pariſh is nearly an oblong ſquare, Its length, 
from caſt to weſt, is ſomewhat more than 8 miles; and its 
breadth, from north to ſouth, from 1 to 2 miles, It l 
bounded by the pariſhes of Drymen, Killearn, Fintry, Gar- 
gunnock, and Kippen. The greater part of the grounds in 
this pariſh have the advantage of a fine ſouthern expoſure, 
riſing gradually from the water of Endrick. 


Climate, Soil, &. —The climate is wet, but not unhealthy, 
ſeveral of the inhabitants living to a great age; and there 
are few inſtances of epidemical diſeaſes. An epidemical 
fever, indeed, prevailed in the winter and ſpring of 1791, 


and carried off, in the village, upwards of 40 grown up 


people. But this mortality may be aſcribed, not ſo much to 
the unhealthineſs of the climate, as to the intemperance of 


the people at the time, and the damp ſtate of many ne# 
houſes, 
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houſes, which were occupied as ſoon as they were covered 
in, and plaſtered, 

The ſoil is various. In ſome places it is light and ſandy, 
but, for the moſt part, wet and tilly, | 

Agriculture is here in a ſtate of infancy. The principal 
corn crop is oats. Barley is raiſed but in few places; and 
green crops are ſeldom attempted. Among the diſadvan- 
tages that have hitherto retarded agricultural improvements, 
may be reckoned the badneſs of the roads, the diſtance from 
foreign manure, and eſpecially the poverty of the greater 
part of the farmers to whom the land is at preſent let, in 
rery {mall portions. Their rents are from 5 1. to 351.; two 
or three of them about 70 l.; and one only up to 1001. 
Sterling. But the diſadvantages under which the pariſh has 
g hitherto laboured, are now in the way of being removed, or 
int ſufficiently compenſated, by the extraordinary advantages 
he WM zriling from ſome new manufacturing eſtabliſhments ; and, 
th, in as far as their influence has hitherto extended, to improve- 
its ments in agriculture, as foil has appeared very ſuſceptible 
of melioration, There is abundant reaſon, indeed, for ſup. 
poſing, that a ſpirit for ſuch improvements will not be difficult 
to excite z for, of late, many ſubſtantial incloſures have been 
made in different parts of the pariſh, and particularly on the 
eſtate of Ballindalloch, where, in addition to thele, there 
have been ſeveral plantations of wood formed, with an equal 
, regard to beauty and utility. 


ann 


l Manufafures, Wc.— About the beginning of the year 
1789, Robert Dunmore, Eſq; of Ballindalloch, introduced 


a colony of cotton weavers into the pariſh, For theſe, he, 


D 

) at firſt, built a few houſes, at his own expence, in the neigh- 
f bourhood of the church, and let them out at a fmall yearly 
7 


rent, This branch of manufacture was immediately carried 
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on to ſuch an extent, that the value of goods manufactured, 
during the curr- ncy of the year 1792, amounted to the ſum 
of 76561. Sterling. 

In the ſpring of the year 1790, the publie ſpirited exer- 
tions of Mr Dunmore having been already directed to this 
corner, he applied himſelf, with ſucceſs, to procure the erec. 
tion of a cotton mill in the neighbourhood of his new vil. 
lage; and a happy fituation having been choſen on the banks 
of the water of Endrick, the work was carrigghon,.. through 
his means, with ſuch aſtoniſhing diſpatch, thagggghe month 
of June of the ſame year, yarn was ſpun in it. This branch 
of manufacture, in December 1792, gave employment to 
390 people. Of theſe, 120 were men; go women; 180 


children, from 6 to 16 years of age. 4 


The cotton mill, thus erected, fully anſygred the purpoſe 
of extending and improving the village. Mrunmore readi- 
ly feued out ground, to the new ſettlers, for the fite of a 
houſe and garden, moſt commonly to the extent of a quarter 
of an acre, and, at firſt, upon ſuch eaſy terms as to afford 
them ample encouragement ; but here, as in many other 
eaſes, well directed liberality proved good policy; for the 
conſequent profperity of his village, and its manufactures, 
ſoon enabled him to raiſe the rate of his feu-duty from 21. 
to 41. per acre, without retarding-the progreſs of building, 
or at all diſtreſſing the people. The houſes, in general, are 
ſubſtantial. Moſt of them are covered with flate; and ſome 
of them axe three ſtories high. The village now conſiſts of 
105 new houſes, in which there are W of 430 rooms 
with fire places. 

For the rapid riſe, and increaſe of the population of this 
ney. village, we are partiy indebted to a print field and bleach- 
field, which Mr Dunmore, with the ſame patriotic views, 
procured to be eſtabliſhed upen the oppoſite banks of the 

water 
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«ter of Endrick, and in the adjoining pariſh of Rillearn ; 
for, although the neceſſary works connected with theſe eſta- 
iſhments, be ſeparated from this pariſh by the river, yet al- 
noſt all the people belonging to them have their dwelling- 
houſes in the village of Balfron, and a conſiderable part of 
the grounds originally intended for carrying on the bleach- 
ing and printing operations, are on the Balfron fide of the 
river. 

Roads. Till within theſe few years, the roads of this pariſh, 
during the winter months, were almoſt impaſſible; but in this 
reſpect alſo, we have derived much- advantage from the in- 
troduction of our manufactures, and the ſpirited exertions of 
the gentlemen who has ſo laudably patronized them, In 
this particular line of improvement, indeed, the other land- 
ed proprietors, not immediately connected with the mercan. 
tile or manufacturing intereſts, readily afforded him the moft 
liberal and manly ſupport, and thereby materially promoted 
both the particular intereſts of the manufacturing eſtabliſh- 
ments, and the general good of the country; in which view 
Peter Spiers, Eſq; of Culcreuch, a conſiderable heritsrm this 
pariſh, ought to be particularly mentioned with Honour. In 
conſequence of theſe exertions, a bridge of two arches, at 
Ballindalloch, has been thrown over the Endrick, which, 
when favelled, is a rapid and dangerous river. A turnpike 
road has been made from Glaſgow to the village of Balfron, 
and leading from it into the military road between Stirling 
and Dumbarton. Another turnpike road has alſo been made, 
which, paſſing through the eaſt end of this pariſh, leads from 
Kippen to Glaſgow. Good croſs roads are begun to be 
tormed, and conſiderable progreſs has been made in them. 
Arches have been thrown over all the ſtreams of water, and 
hollow places ; ſo that there is now the certain proſpect of 
having good roads through every part of the pariſh. 

Population, 
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Population, S. — The return to Dr Webſter in to; Ch 
amounted to 755 fouls. The population of the pariſh hal vere | 
been in a fluctuating ſtate, in ſo far as regards the village WW vhich 
ſince the year 1790, ſeldom remaining ſtationary for a ſinglellfipen 
week. In December 1792, there were in the pariſh 1381 fall 
fouls, Of this number the village contained 981, and ai gebe 
theſe 930 were new ſettlers. tron. 

Of the above number, 805 were of the Eſtabliſhed Church, Th 
459 Antiburgher Seceders, who have had a place of worſhip {colled 
in the pariſh about 60 years, 64 Papiſts, 18 of the Relief Per. 
fuaſion, 17 Cameronians, 9 Burgher Seceders, and 9 of the 
Church of England, 

There were beſides about 200 people, including all ages, 
imported to the village at Whitſunday 1793, when the print- 
ing and bleaching commenced ; ſo that, at that period, there 
were in the village about 1181, and in the parith 1581 fouls 

The people employed at the printfield and bleachfield, 
are almoſt wholly of the Relief and Burgher Perſuaſion ; and, 
beſides theſe already mentioned as reſiding in the village in 
December 1792, there were ſeveral families of the ſame per- 
ſuaſions who had given a temporary adherence to the Eſtab- 
liſhed Church; but at Whitſunday 1793 being joined, all at 
once, by ſo many of their ſect, each party immediately ſet up 
a tent for themſelves, and have ever ſince been contending, 


with much animoſity, for the honour of making proſelytes. 
It is not, therefore, eaſy to aſcertain the preſent ſtate of the 
parith, with reſpect to ſectaries; and it is ſtill more difficult 
to ſay what it will be a few years hence. are 

Till very lately, there was no regular record kept of births, I d 
deaths, and marriages. From Whitſunday 1792 to Whitſur- 18 c 
day 1793, there were 67 births, 46 deaths, and 30 mar- vo 
riages. | War 


p | Church 
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Church and Stipend, Poor, School. —The manſe and offices 
were built new from the foundation in 1789, and the church, 
which is neat, and even elegant, in 1793. The value of the 
fipend is from 701. to 801, Sterling, according to the rife 
ir fall of grain, part of it being paid in meal and barley. The 
ebe conſiſts of about 18 acres, The Earl of Kinnoul is pa- 


tron. 


The poor have hitherto been well provided for, ont of the 
collections made at the church, dues of mortcloths, and the 
intereſt of about 100 l. Sterling of poor's money; but that 
they will continue to be much longer fo, out of theſe funds, 
confidering the great influx of inhabitants, is very doubtful. 
There are no vagrant poor in the pariſh. 

The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 100 l. Scotch, out of which he 
pays, annually, 21. Sterling for a perſon to teach a ſchool in 
a diſtant part of che pariſh. Beſides the pariſh dues, which 
re now pretty conſiderable, the ſahoolmaſter has ſomewhat. 
more than an acre of land, originally fued by the ſeſſion for 
his behoof. This piece of ground was lately exchanged for 
an equal quantity, with much advantage to the ſchoolmaſter, 
by Mr Dunmore, as it ſtood in the way of ſome of his im- 
provements, Upon the ground Mr Dunmore gave in ex- 
change, he built, at his own expence, a neat and commodi- 
ous ſchool room, with a lodging for the maſter, of 4 rooms, 
al under one roof, 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —Peat and turf, of which there 
re great abundance in the pariſh, were, previous to 1790, 
amoſt the only fuel uſed; but, ſince roads were made, coal 
8 chiefly burnt, at leaſt by the people in the village. It is 
brought from Campſie or Baldernock, the carriage being up- 
wards of ten miles. Red and white freeſtone are found in 
great plenty, There is alſo lime-ſtone. Repeated attempts 

| have 
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have been made to find coal, of which, in the opinion « 
good judges, there are the moſt flattering appearances, tho 
hitherto without ſucceſs. The price of labour, of all king, 
is of late advanced more than a third. In many inſtance, 
it is doubled. In the year 1787 the wages of an ordinary 
man ſervant were from 4 l. to 61. a-year. In 1794 they ar 
from 81. to 101. A day labourer, in 1787, could have been 
hired for 7 d. or 8d. per day; but in 1794 they require 1, 
or 15. 6 d. or 18. 8 d. From the vicinity of Glaſgow, and 
the eaſy acceſs to it, the price of proviſions is now, in a great 
meaſure, regulated by the Glaſgow market. There is no 
public houſe in the pariſh, excepting in the village, where 
there are a tolerably good inn, and two reſpectable public 
houſes, 'There are, beſides, a great many low public houſe, 
which deal only in whiſky, and which are productive of the 
worſt effects, both to the health and morals of the people. 
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Name, Situation, toc, A 


LY, the modern name, EL IE or EL LI, the old name, 

is ſo called from A Liche, in Gaelic, “ Out of the ſea, 

« or out of the water,” the town being built ſo near the 

ſea, that it waſhes the walls in ſome places, 'The houſes 

are preſerved with great difficulty by ſea dykes, notwith- 

ſtanding which, the ſea is yearly making great incroach- 

ments. If this/derivation is a juſt one, and if it was built out 
of the ſea, the ſea is faſt reſuming what it gabe. 

Ely has a moſt pleaſant, dry, and healthy ſituation. The 
ſhore is ſandy, and ſhelving gradually; is remarkably well 
adapted for ſea-bathing; and is, of late, much reſorted to for 
that purpoſe. It ig a mile and a half long, and about a mile 
broad, It is bounded by the pariſh of Newburn, on the weſt ; 
by the pariſh of Kilconquhar, on the north; the pariſh of St 
Monance, on the eaſt ; and the ſea, on the ſouth. It was 
disjoĩned from the extenſive pariſh of 1 —— about the 
year 1640, 


Vor. XVII. 2 * Population. 
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Population. — The number of families in this pariſh is 152; 
of ſouls 620, which is nearly 4 to each family. The incum. 
bent took an accurate liſt of the inhabitants about the year 
1790, which may be relied on. The population in 1765 
amounted to 642, confequently there is a decreaſe of 22. 


The following is an abſtract of Births, Burials, and Mar. 
riages, for 7 years, from October 1. 1783, being the 
time when the act commenced, granting to his Majeſty 
duty of 3 d. on each of theſe articles, which has ſince been 
repealed. Sy 

| Births, | Burials, [ Mar- 


| | riages, 
Males.] Fem: | Total. Males.] Fem. Total 


From Oct. 1. 1783 


to Ditto 1784 li 6 41101447 
From 1784 to 1785 | 19 17 | 13] 30] 5 
— 1785 to 1786 | 15 13] 6] 19] 6 
— 1786 to 1787 7 91112014 
— 1787 to 1788 | 8 414911314 
— 1788 to 1789 | 11 5 6]11] 9 
—— 1789 to 1790 | 9 e 
Total for 7 years 75 1580 57 | 58 [115 40 
Average for each year| 105 224| 85 82] 16H 77 


7 From 158, the total number of births, 
Take 115, the total burials, 


Rem. 43, the total increaſe in 7 years; which, 
on an average, is only one more than 6 to a year. 


robe istors, Ec. — Sir John Anſtruther is patron of the 
\ lole proprietor of the pariſh, one ſiaz 
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excepted, lately purchaſed by Captain Chriſtie of Bal- 
chriſtie. b 


F;ſberies,—There are 8 fiſhermen belonging to this pariſh. 
They have houſes, rent free, from Sir John Anſtruther, ſu. 
perior of this place, on condition of their ſupplying the town 
of Ely with fiſh, at leaſt three times a week, They are well 
fituated for carrying on the fiſheries, and, on the whole, are 
pretty ſucceſsful, 


Lake There is a beautiful lake, called Kilconquhar Loch, 
bounded by that pariſh and Ely, In it there are plenty of 
pikes and eels. The fiſhing, however, is of no great value, 
and will naturally be more fully deſcribed in the Statiſtical] 
Account of Kilconquhar. 


Poor. The ſeſſion here maintains all its poor. No beg- 
gars belong to the pariſh. There are about 20 regular pen- 
fioners, who receive a ſmall ſum monthly, beſides others 
who get charity occaſionally, as their wants require. The 
funds for their ſupport amount to about 50 J. per annum. 


Incleſures.—The whole pariſh was incloſed with ditch and 
hedge by Sir John Anſtruther. The incloſures are kept in 
great order, and are very flouriſhing. The burgh acres, 
near the town, anno 1790, let at about 4os. and the large 
farms at 308. per acre, but have ſince riſen, Burgh acres 
now (anno 1795) let at between 508. and 60 s. the acre; and 
large farms between 408. and 50s. Sir John Anſtruther 
lately let a farm, of near 100 acres, at 31. per acre. 


Fuel.— Coal is the only fuel uſed here. There is an ex- 
cellent coalwork, belonging to Sir John Anſtruther, 3 miles 
| | =: 
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from this pariſh. The price of coals, independent of carriage, 
in 1790, was 3 8. for 75 ſtones, and 4s. 4 d. for 75 ſtones of 
a better quality, but is now 4 s. for 75 ſtones of the firſt ſort, 
and 5 s. for the other. 


Wages, Men ſervants wages, beſides maintenance, wert 
from 5 l. to 61. per annum, and women from 1 l. to 21, the 
half year. Day labourers got 10 d. and 18. per day, and 
carpenters 2s. and 25, 6d. Now, (anno 1795,) men ſervants 


are 71. and 81. yearly. Women 3os. and 21, and no 1» 
bourers are to be found under 1 s, 


Harbour, &c.—There is an excellent harbour at Ely, It 
is the deepeſt in the Frith of Forth, Bruntiſland excepted, It 
has remarkably eaſy acceſs, and is perfectly ſafe. lt is the 
reſort of more wind-bound veſſels, than any other harbour, 
perhaps, in Scotland, It has alſo been the means of ſaving 
many a ſhip, cargo, and ſeaman, that would otherwiſe have 
been driven out of the Frith; many of them being ſo poorly 
fnanned and proviſioned, that they never would have been 
able to regain the coaſt. This uſeful harbour, however, is 
going faſt to ruin, It were much to be wiſhed, that ſome 
public ſpirited perſon would recommend it to the attention 
of the Chamber of Commerce, or the Convention of Royal 
Burghs, to obtain ſome aid to put it in a better ſtate, An 
inconſiderable expence, in proportion to the importance and 
utility of the object, would completely repair it. It may be 
remarked, alſo, that the value of the ſhipping brought in, 
bears but a {mall proportion to that of their cargoes, which 
are often grain and other periſhable commodities, that might 
ſuffer by being expoſed to a ſtorm, even though the ſhip were 
to weather it. There are, belonging to this place, ſeven 
$quare rigged veſſels, carrying 1000 or 1100 tons, all * 
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ed in foreign trade, and one loop uſed as a coaſter, Veſſels, of 
; conſiderable ſize, are built here. There is a manufacture of 
check and bed tikes, and alſo of ropes, by the Meſſrs Wood. 


Ecclefiaftic State.—Sir John Anſtruther is ſole patron of 
the church of Ely. There are a few Seceders, Independents, 
and Bereans; but the great body of the people belong to the 
Eſtabliſhed Church. The ſtipend of Ely is 80 l. old ſtipend, 
and 201, lately given voluntarily by Sir John Anſtruther, in 
all 1001, The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 111. Part of the 
pariſh lies in the very heart of Kilconquhar pariſh, owing 
to this, that at the disjunCtion, the proprietor of Ely wiſhed 
all belonging to that barony to be in the pariſh, 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. Near the town of Ely, is the 
cave of M Duff, Thane of Fife, a ſtupendous arch, in the 


face of Kincraig rocks, fronting the ſea. In this place, Mac- 


duff hid and defended himſelf, by a fortification, againſt his 
purſuers, when he was flying from M*Beath, to the King's 
ſon, Malcolm, in England. The inhabitants of Earlsferry, 
(ſo called from Eari M Duff, ) ferried him over to North 
Berwick 3 and out of gratitude, when the King's ſon was re- 
ſtored, he got the town made a Royal Borough, which it 
ſtill is, and retains all its privileges, but that of ſending a 
member to Parliament, which privilege it loſt, owing to its 
being unable to maintain its member, and its having petitions 
ed to be relieved from the burden, It is in the ſame ſitua- 
tion with Falkland, Newburgh, and ſome other towns in 
Scotland, Tradition ſays, that, among other things, Mac- 
duff obtained this privilege from the King, that, on the ap- 
plication of a criminal, the town is obliged to ferry him over 
immediately, and dare not ferry over his purſuers, till he is 
half way over the Frith. This, it is ſaid, was claimed and 
BE ee granted 
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granted in the caſe of Carnegie and Douglas of Finhayen, 
A tumulus was opened here ſome years ago. In it were 
found ſeveral bones of a remarkably large fize. They were 
ſent to the Muſaeum of the Society of Scottiſh Antiquarie, 
Real rubies have been got on the ſhore, which were gradu- 
ally waſhed from the rocks. Some of them were ſent to Dr 14 
Black, Profeſſor of Chemiſtry in the Univerſity of Edinburgh, Wl Cob 

To the eaſt end of the harbour of Ely, and at a ſmal 
diſtance from it, Wadehaven is ſituated ; ſo named, it is ſaid, 
from General Wade, who recommended it to government 
as proper for a harbour. Others call it Wadd's Haven. 
How it got that name, if the right one, is not known, lt i; 
very large, and has deep water, in ſo much that it would 
contain the largeſt Men of War, drawing from 20 to 22 
feet water, 
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NUMBER XXXIX. 
PARISH OF KILMANIVAIG. 


(CounTY OF INvERNESS.—PRESBYTERY OF ABBRG 
TARPH, AND SYNOD OF GLENELG.) 


o 


By Mr Tromas Ross, Minister. 


Extent. 


HE length of this pariſh, from ſouth to north, is about 

60 miles, and its greateſt breadth 20. It is bounded 

by the pariſh of Kilmalie to the weſt, by Fortingal to the 

ſouth eaſt, by Laggan to the eaſt, by Glenelg and Kintail to 

the north, and by Boleſkine to the north eaſt. Its appear. 

ance is very much diverſified by ranges of lofty mountains 

towards the extremities, interſected by extenſive glens in dif- 

ferent directions, and rapid rivers, which all diſcharge them- 

ſelves into the river Lochy, the common reſervoir, which 
runs into a branch of the Atlantic at Fort-William. 


Climate. From the vicinity of this pariſh to the weſtern 
ocean, and its being ſurrounded by very high mountains, 
which attract the clouds, the climate is extremely rainy; 
conſequently, the inhabitants, though in other reſpects 
healthy, are frequently troubled with the rheumatiſm, 


Soil. 
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 Soil—Owing to the irregular ſurface, and vaſt extent d 
this pariſh, the ſoil is extremely various, but chiefly partake 
of a light ſandy nature, and ſometimes of a black loam, 


Agriculture has made little progreſs in this country, 23 
the whole pariſh is more ſuited to grazing, particularly ſheep. 
farming; another cauſe that may be aſſigned for this, is, tha 
the wetneſs of the climate is an invincible bar to the raiſing 
of corn, ſufficient for the ſubſiſtence of the inhabitants, The 
only crops are barley, oats, and potatoes; the laſt of which 
s the ſtaple commodity, The number of ſheep in this pariſh 
amounts to about 60,000, that of black cattlę to 1500, and 
the number of horſes may be computed at 500. 


8 $$ W 


Population. —The number of inhabitants amounts to about 
2400, of whom about 1200 are Proteſtants, and 1 200 Roman 
* Catholics. The return to Dr Webſter in 1785, was/1489 


Papiſts, and 1595 Proteſtants, total 2995» The decreaſe 
conlomenfſy.! is, at leaſt, 495 fouls. 1 1 v won Hu 


Wages 2d Prices. Matters of families in this country la- 
bour under difficulties in regard to ſervants, being obliged to 
give a ſhilling per day to the men, and a ſixpence to the 
women. 'The prices of moſt of the commodities of life are 
exceedingly extravagant, oat meal in particular, which, an- 
munibus annis, may be rated at 18s, only 8 ſtones to the bol|, 
and feed corn at the ſame price. Owing to the want of a 
public market, the price of beef and mutton cannot be 2. 
certained; none being nearer than that of Inverneſs. 
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Manners,—The ſame hoſpitality which characteriſed the 
ancient Caledonians, of whom they may be conſidered the 
genuine deſcendants, continues to be practiſed. , Another 

qualification 
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quilification which they have derived from their anceſtors, 
and which they poſſeſs, in a conſiderable degree, is courage. 
Civilization and induftry are making daily progreſs ; and were 
they ſet upon a proper plan, and had due encouragement, 
they would become as flouriſhing as their local ſituation 
would permit. From the well known characters of the pro- 
prietors, little doubt can be entertained that this will be the 


cale. 


Language. The Gaelic is the language of the natives, 
who ſpeak it in as great purity as in any part of the Higb- 
lands. Many of them underſtand the Engliſh language, 
and ſpeak it with accuracy. 


Church, — This pariſh was formerly connected with the 
bilboprick, and afterwards with the ſynod of Argyle, and 
preſbytery of Lorn, till the year 1724, when it was diſmem- 
bered from ſaid preſbytery, and united to thoſe pariſhes 
which now compoſe the preſbytery of Abertarph, and form 
a part of the ſynod of Glenelg. The miniſter's ſtipend is a 
thouſand pounds Scotch, though there is ſtill a great deal of 
unexhauſted tiends. There is neither manſe nor glebe ; in 
place of which the heritors allow the preſent incumbent 20 l. 
Sterling yearly. There are two miſſionaries who are partly 
connected with this pariſh, and two Roman Catholic clergy- 
men, | 


Schools, —There is one parochial ſchool here, with a ſalary 
of 15 l. Sterling per annum, and other perquiſites ariſing from 
baptiſms and marriages, together with ſchool-fees. There 
are generally from 20 to 50 ſcholars thoughout the year. In 
this pariſh are likewiſe two Society ſchools ; but, owing to 

Vo. XVII. 3 2 | the 
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the diſcontignity of its ſeveral diſtricts, two other ſchools 2 
leaſt, of the ſame deſcription, are neceſſary. 

There are no funds for the poor, but the weekly collec. 
tions. ; | 


Antiquities One of the greateſt antiquities. of this pariſh 
is the old ruin et the Cattle of Inverlochy. There was, u 
one time, a thriving borough, of the ſame name; adjacent to 
this building, which ſome of the old Scotch hiſtorians call 
the Emporium of the weſt of Scotland; but of this borough, 
there are now no other veſtiges, than ſome paved works in 
different places, which were probably the ſtreets of it. 'The 
caſtle has ſurvived the burgh, and now ſtands alone in an- 
cient magnificence, after having ſeen the river Lochy, tha 
formerly filled its ditches, run in another courſe, and outlived 
all hiſtory, and all tradition, of its 'own' builder and age. It 
is a quadrangular building, with round towers at the angles, 
meaſuring 30 yards every way within the walls. The towers 
and ramparts are ſolidly built of ſtone and lime, g feer thick 
at the bottom, and drawing in to the thickneſs of 8 feet 
above. As to the height of the towers, they are not fo en- 
tire as to ſhow what it was, nor are they all equally high, 
as it is probable they were all on a level at top and ſtanding 
upon uneven ground; the weſtern tower, which ſtood on the 
loweſt foundation, is the higheſt of them all, and the largeſt 
every way, It does not ſeem to have been leſs than go feet 
when it was all entire; and the reſt of the towers may pro- 
bably have been about 40 feet in height, The rampart be- 
tween them ſeems, in general, to be about 25, and from that 
to 30. The inner area ſeems to have been uncovered ; but 
all the towers were, probably, roofed, by placing ſome cover 

above a joiſting of beams of wood, for which there are fl 


remaining ſome ſquare openings in the walls at the top, ® i 
Wel 
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well as below that, for the floors of the firſt and ſecond 
ſtories. Ten or 12 yards without the walls, the ditch begins, 
which ſurrounded the caſtle from 30 to 40 feet broad, and 
was filled with water from the river, The whole building, 
including the towers, covers about 1600 yards; and, within 
the outſide of the ditch, are Joco ſquare yards, which is 
nearly an acre. and a haif of Engiiſh meaſure. 

At the hand gate, between the ſouth and eaſt towers, 
there are ſome remains of a building for the draw-bridge, 
The gate is 9 feet wide, and arched to the ſame height, 
with abutments of 14 feet at each ſide, to ſtreagthen it 
within. There was alſo another gate, directiy oppoſite to 
this one, of nearly the ſame ſize, which probabiy might an- 
ſwer as a water gate, and lead into the river. Beſides theſe 
two principal entries, three ot the towers were provided with 
ally ports, one from each tower, well contrived, and cloſe 
to the arrow-holes, which alſo flanked and defended them. 
To the loweſt ſtory. of each tower, there is a door, leading 
in from the inner area of the caſtle, and a winding ſtair up 
to the ſecond ſtory through the heart of the wall. From 
the ſecond ſtory there is alſo a door on each fide of every 
tower, leading up to the top of the rampart, a curtain wall 
between the towers, This wall had a parapet of ſtone, 2 
feet thick, outſide and inſide, between which the troops 
might ſtand in ſecurity, and defend themſelves with miſſile 
weapons from the top of it, The whole was evidently de- 
tended by arrows, Every tower is built with loop holes on 
each fide of it, fo contrived as to flank the whole curtain of 
the rampart as far as the next tower. Theſe arrow-holes, 
or perpendicular ſlits in the walls, are well contrived to al- 
low the archers a free aim, and defend them at the ſame 
time from any weapons without. The weſtern tower, which 


is always called the Crmming's t:wver, is 42 feet diameter over 


walls, 
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walls, and 24 feet within them. In the loweſt ſtory of | 
we, find 3 arrow holes; in the ſecond ſtory 4; and in the 
third ſtory 8 or , all of them faced with free-ſtone, 2 
inches wide on the outſide, and extending to the breadth of 
7 feet within, and 6 feet high. There is a chimney in the 
middle ſtory of each tower, large, and running through the 
wall obliquely,.and alſo a window opening to the inner count 
of the building, andꝰa door on each fide, leading to the top 
of the adjoining walls, by means of which all the towers and 

ramparts could eaſily communicate with one another. 
{The middle ſtory of each tower ſeems to have been allot- 
teg for the principal people to occupy, as it was furniſhed 
with a ſpacious window and, a chimney ; but the lower ſts 
ries, had no light, except what, came in by the arrow-holes, 
unleſs the door, was open which led into the inner court. 
The whole building, ramparts, and towers, would require 
from oo to 609 men to defend it, beſides reſerves ; but the 
number af troops that might occupy it cannot be exattly 
known, as the curtains. of the ramparts, outſide and inſide, 
are. perfarated in many places, probably for beams of wood 
ta form a ſhade, under which men or cattle might lodge in 
ſafety. „n. 1 6 | | 
From the name of the weſtern tower, it is probable that 
thian caſtle was occupied by the Cummings in the time of 
Egward I. of England. when they were moſt powerful ; and, 
previous to that period, by the Thanes of Lochaber, among 
others by the noted Bancho, predeceſſor of the race of 
Stewart. There is a tradition, that this cafile was once a royal 
reſidence, and that the famous league betwixt Charles the 
Great of France, and Achaius King of Scots, had been fign- 
ed there, on the part of the Scotch Monarch, about the laſt 
years of the 8th century. But this point can be beſt deter- 
mined by thoſe who have acceſs to our ancient records. 
| | What 
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What credit can we give to the conſtant diminution of 
the fize of the human body, which authors are ſometimes 
fondly telling us ot, when the arrow embraſures in this old 
win, are not an inch higher, than what would render them 
convenient for us eyen at this day? 

Another antiquity, which this pariſh can boaſt, is the fa- 
nous parallel roads, one of the moſt” ſtupendous monuments 
of human induſtry, and which well deferve the attention of 
the antiquary, They are to be ſeen in the eaſtern part of 
this pariſhy on the declivities of ſteep and lofty mountains, 
which extend for 7 or 8 miles on each fide ot the water of 
Roy, in the direction ot ſouth weſt and north-eaſt, and the 
opening · bet wixt which forms the valley that goes under the” 
name of Glenrey. There were originally 3 lincs of theſe 
roads on each ſide of the glen, each correſponding in height 
to the one oppofire“ to it; the lowermoſt, however, is ii 
ſome parts efficed, particularly on the ſouth fide. They all 
rum parallel to each other. and in an horizontal direction, 
bumeuring the windings of the mountains. Their diaſen- 
lions are various; in general, they are from 60 to 70 feet in 
breadth; and the diftance betwixt two of them has been 
found to be about 1880. Similar roads are likewiſe to be 
ſeen in two of the adjacent glens. but not in ſuch perfection. 

As there is nothing left upon record reſpecting the time 
when, the perſons by whom, or the purpoſes for which theſe 
roads were "conſtructed, we can only mention the common 
traditions concerning them. One is, that they. were made 
by the Kings of Scotland, when the royal refidence was in 
the caſtle of Inverlochy, which is not above 11 miles from 
the neareſt of them; and, what gives an appearance of truth 
to this tradition, in the opiniom of thoſe who maintain it, is, 
that the conſtruction of theſe roads was ſo vaſt an underta- 
king, as could not be effected by any vaſſal or nobleman, © 

however 
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however powerful. Another tradition, which is that of the 


natives, is, that they were made by the Fingalians; and, un. 
der the name of Vingalian roads *, they are till known 
in this country. Of this the natives are convinced, from 
this circumſtance, that ſeveral of the hills of this glen 
have retained, from time immemorial, the names of ſome 
of the heroes of Fingal; ſuch as, the hill ot Gaul, the 
fon of Morni; that of Diarmid, and of Tillan; and like. 
wiſe of Bran, the famous dog of Fingal, &c. Now, the po. 
pular belief cannot be conſidered as a direct proof of any 
opinion, yet we cannot help remarking, that the original 
tradition (which, in this caſe, has been always invariable) 
gives a ſtrong degree of credibility to the exiſtence of ſuch 
heroes, and renders it by no means improbable that theſe 
extraordinary roads have been the reſult ot their laboyrs, 
The purpoſe which they were deſigned to ſerve, ſeems to 
have been (agreeably to the common opinion) to facilitate 
the exerciſe of hunting ; for, in ancient times, and indeed 
till within this century, the valley was covered with wood, 
which made it very difficult to purſue the deer, &c. and ren- 
dered certain avenues neceſſary for effecting this purpoſe; 
in corroboration of which opinion, it may be obſerved, that 
upon the fides of the roads, there have been found ſome 
ſtakes fixed in the ground, probably the remains of the p- 
lings or fences, which in thoſe days were made uſe of to con- 
fine the game, till they were driven in upon a field, called 
Dal-na-ſealg, or hunting dale, where, the preſumption , 
they were killed. | 


They are likewiſe called the Caſan, i. e. the roads, by way 
of eminence, They prove that Sir Alexander Murray of Stan- 
hope's celebrated plan for parallel canals, even in mountainous 
countries, is not impracticable. 
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NUMBER XL. 


PARISH OF AUGHTERGAVEN. 


(CouNTY or PER TH.—SYNoOD oF PERTH AND ST IR- 
LING.—PRESBYTERY OF DUXKELD.) | 


By Mr WILLIAM CHALMERS, Minter. 


Name. Extent, c. 


T HE pariſh of Aughtergaven is ſituated in the ſhire of 


Perth, within the bounds of the ſynod of Perth and 
Stirling, and the preſbytery of Dunkeld. It is nine miles in 
length from eaſt to weſt, and about five miles in breadth 
from north to ſouth. Its general ſurface meaſures above 
12,000 acres Scotch; but a great proportion of this con- 
fits of hills and muirs, or waſte uncultivated ground, A 
ſmall neighbouring pariſh, called Logiebride, had formerly 
been annexed to Aughtergaven, No accounts can be had of 
the particalar time when this annexation took place, from 
tradition, or from the records of preſbytery, in which the 
pariſh is always named Oughter, or Aughtergaven “. The 
people reſiding in the diſtricts that belonged to Logiebride 


pariſh continue to bury in the churchyard at Logiebride. 


A part of the church is yet ſtanding, and is uſed as a bury- 
ing-ground by the family of Tullybelton. It is diſtant two 
Enpliſh miles from Aughtergaven church. Above 50 years 

ago, 
Augghtergaven is a word of Celtic original. In Gaelic it 


is written Uachdarghamh-thir; and is ſaid to ſignify the upper 
part of the winter land, 
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380, hg. miniſters of, Aughtergaven occaſionally preached: 


2 
Logiebrile, bu nong.gt the pariſhioners, remember of an - 
A . - merouL 
minzſter, refiding there. The barony of, Tullybeagles is in 4 
gluded, in, this Statiſtical, Account. It is within the bound 
of the pariſh ot, Methven ; byt, trom its proximity to Augh . 


tergaxen. the people reſiding in it have, for a long time, been Kun 
accuſtomed to attend public worſhip at Aughtergaven, church, 


261. 8 

and to receive church benefits eee ot tha ;cibut 
wein. a | „ii every 
| 8 2e, n. 


| Kedlofiaflical Seate,—Tha church of. * 1 is ſitu- 
ated upon the, ſlope of a riſing ground, half an Engliſh mile 
eaſtward from the manſe, and adjoining to the public road 
from Perth to Dunkeld. It is diſtant from. Perth 8 miles 
and an half, and o miles and an half from Dunkeld. Like 
many old churches, it is of the form of a croſs, and its length 
diſpropartiancg;td;its breadth. Ats preſent, it is in very bad 


* 
repair. 5 1 
The manie, was, built in the year-£945, and bas ſince bers I rue 
frequently repaired. 
The ſtipend, lately augmented, is now, in-money, 721. lncre 
19s. 8 d Sterling, with 5 1. for communion elements, and 
vidual 4 bolls 3 pecks, 2 pecks meal, and 10 bolls bear, Th 


The. glebe conſiſts of 43-acres.of ground. There is another WF , 
glebe at Logiebride of much the ſaqg\oxtany ...The King b prece 
Patr on, 


* 


School. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 81. Gs. 8 d. Sterling. 
His ſalary as ſeſſion-clerk is 2 I Sterling-z and he receives, of W 1784 
kirk-dues, about 2 1. Sterling yearly. The ſchool fees are, I 1785 
per quarter, 18. 6. d. for reading, 2 s, for writing and arith- 1786 
metic, and for Latin, 2 8. 6 d. Sterling. 1787 

State 788 
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Nate of the Poor, and their Fund.. Thie poor are not nu- 
merous here, and are remarkably well provided for. The 
unds for their ſupport ariſe ſrom collections in the church, 
money for mortcloths, dues on marriages and baptiſms, the 
rent of two lofts in the church, and the rent of a few acres 
of land belonging to the poor, The whole amounts to about 
261. Sterling per annum. Out of this income, there is a diſ- 
tribution made, of ſupply to the poor, by the kirk-ſeffion, 
every month, There are generally 6 or 8 paupers upon the 
lit, who receive from 5 s. to 10s. per month, according to 
their neceſſities. At an annual meeting of the kirk- ſeſſion, 
held in November, a few pounds are diſtributed in ſmull 
portions, for buying 'ctothes, coals, or other neceffaries, ro 
any poor people of the pariſh who chuſe to apply for this al- 
fiſtance, and who are known to ſtand in need of it. 


Popnlation—The 3 number of perſons in this arid 


is - - — - - — 1 784 
The return to Dr Webſter, in the year 1755, was 1677 
increaſe from the year 1755 to the year 1795 107 


The following table ſhews the number of births, deaths, 
and marriages, entered in the pariſh regiſter for 10 years 


preceeding the year 1795» 


Years, Births, Total. Death. Marriages. 
Males. Females, 

1784 18 14 32 28 19 

185 24 16 40 12 16 

786 24 Is 39 24 8 

. 9 27 4 

1788 20 22 42 33 7 
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Years. Births. Total. Deaths, M. arriages, 
Males. Females. 

1789 14 19 33 17 9 

1790 24 26 50 21 7 

1791 20 16 36 18 6 

1792 16 26 42 19 8 

1793 18 24 42 1 9 

1794 20 26 46 18 7 

Occupations, 

Farmers - - — — 40 
Maſons - 0 - - 10 
Wrights - — - - 20 
Turners - — — 2 4 
Coopers = - - — 2 
Millars — — — 
Weavers =» 8 > — 182 
Shoemakers 5 — 14 
Tay lors - - 10 
Cotton-ſpinners - - 30 or 40 
Hat-dreſſers 1 98 - - '6 
Slaters - - - 3 
Day-labourers - - . 30 
Diſtillers - — 8 
Vintners - 1 3 
Baker - » , - I 
Butcher 1 - - I 


There are, in this pariſh,,g914 males, 870 females, 350 families, 
or houſeholders, including cottar's widows, &c. Of theſe 
families 280 are members of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 80 are 
Seceders, 10 are of the Relief Congregation, 


Heritarts 
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Heritors.— His Grace the Duke of Atholl, the Earl of 
Mansfield, George Stewart, Eſq; of Grandtully, and Robert 


Robertſon, Eſq; of Tullybelton, are the heritors of this 
pariſh, 


The barony of Tullybeagles included, as before mention- 
ed in this Statiſtical Account, belongs to the family of Aldie. 
The valued rent of the pariſh is about 5,000 1. Scotch money. 
None of the heritors reſide at preſent in the pariſh, 


Improvements in Agriculture, c. —The progreſs of im- 
provements in agriculture, in the manufactures, roads, and 
buildings here, has been ſo rapid within theſe ten years paſt, 
that the country has aſſumed quite a different aſpect from 
what it had before that time. Though good crops of oats, 
barley, and flax, were long ago raiſed upon particular ſpots of 
ground, yet, till the year 1784, or 1785, there were not 
above three or four farms upon a regular plan, and very few 
neat farm ſteadings in the pariſh, The public road from 
Perth to Dunkeld paſſed through a large plantation of Scotch 
firs, and then along a track of bleak, wet, muir ground, which 
tended to impreſs travellers with a very unfavourable opinion 
of the adjacent country. 

At preſent, there are from 20 to 30. Hular farms, from 
do to 200 acres each; and, upon all of them, neat elegant 
houſes and offices covered with ſlate. The farmers find it 
their intereſt to adopt, in the management of their ground, 
the method recommended by the proprietors, of ſummer fal- 
lowing, and mixing, alternately, white and green crops. Pill 
lately, a field of wheat was ſeldom to be ſeen here, now, ſe- 
veral of the farmers ſow from 10 to 20 bolls of wheat yearly, 
and have excellent crops. To encourage them in raiſing 
this uſeful grain, the Duke of Atholl has erected a flour 


mill upon his eſtate in this pariſh, 
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A turnpike,goad from Perth to Dunkeld is now complet. M. 
ed. In enteripg the paritb, it takes a different direction brthe 
from the old roads, aud is conducted through the cultivated WI where 
ground. Moſt of the new built houſes and farm ſteads were Ml roads 


deſignedly ſituated near it, or within view of it, which is not Ml ecef 
only extremely convenient for the farmers but allo tends to Ml fr d. 
decorate and enliven the appearance of the country. 

In the year 1784, Mr Dempſter of Dunnichen, Mr Graham d. 
of Fintray, along with ſeveral gentlemen in the metrcar tile M 
lige in Pæth, feued ſome ground at Stanley from the Duke 
of Atholh-built a mill for ſpinning cotton, and ſoon after be- 
gan to erec} a village in its neighbourhood, upon a regwar plan, 
for accommodating the people to be employed in this mnu- 
factory, At that time, only a few families dwelt near Stau- Non 
ley 3 and, except the land within the incloſures around Stan- dam! 
ley Houſe “, moſt part of it, thereabont, was almoſt in a ſtate MW or h 
of nature. His Grace the Duke of Athol! took. under his ther 
own management 250 acres of this land, incloſed it, built 'b 
upon it an elegant farm ſtead ; and, within the courſe of a Wl yeot 
few years, improved it ſo highly, that not long ago, this farm the 
was let at the rate of 1 lj s. per acre, Wat brin 

Near at thundred families now reſide in the village at Kia 
Stanley. Above 350 perſons are.empmbytd about the cotton WM van 
mill, —of this nusder 300 ard women on chibdren under I in e 
16 years oi age. The boys and girls, though confined at I 
work in the milk for many hours of the day, and, at timts, abo 
during the night, are, im general, very healthy, + » can 
| av af Miſcellaneous ] 


81 * 0 8 b | 

Stanley Honſe is, hyautifully, ſituated vpop the banks of 
the, river Tay, in the ealtern part 1 pariſh. It was built 
by the late Lord Nairn, The family © Nairn had anothe? 
elegant houſe near Loak, the ruins of which are yet to bejfecn. 
Their place of interment is in the, ſouth ile of Ayghtergaveg 
church. $ N e 
999 
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Miſcellaneous Obſeruationt.— There is ſtill 'amplte room for 
farther improvements in this pariſh, Large tracts of ground, 
rhere the ſoil is tolerably good, remain unimproved. i he 
wads leading acroſs the country, from the public roads. are 
excefiively bad, and, in winter, almoſt impaſſible. Ditenes 
for draining the low wet lands, Redges, hedge- rows ot trees; 
and clumps of planting, for affording ſhelter, are much wan: - 
ed, y | +11 FC. 

Many of the'tehants, who have only ſmall pofſeſBons, ar 
yet poorly accommodated as to lodging. This is part yt 
own fault; for, they certainly might, with a good del ! 
troubic, but without much expence, render their little 3/418 
tations, much niqre: cotmortable than hey 2verally en 
Numbers o! them live together in ſmaii villzes, in . U 
damp houſes, built of turf and ſtone, and thingiod with . 
or heath. The diſeaſes moſt prevalent anivng the 1 


thencaatiim, deainets, and epidemic fevers... 2 
There are ſeveral moſſes in the parith. From, +11 £46 
people arg plentifally * anplied with tne!, O ef 
the farmere, inſtead of peat and turf, ute covl-- 1 
bring from Perth, and ſometimes fro the ca 4 


Kinroſs. They find it more profitable to empigy aueir ſcr- 
rants and horſes in fallowing and improving their land, than 
in digging and driving peats during the ſqmmer, + 

Lime was firſt applied to the ground as a mmvre. here 
about 30 years ago; but it was long after that time before it 
came to be generally uſed by the tenants, 

Marl has been found in different places of the MY A 
conſiderable quantity of it was lately dug out of a imall 
meadow upon the Duke ot Atholl's eſtate, and fold at a very 


moderate price. One of Lord Mansfield's tenants, who, by. 
his activiry and induſtry; has greatly forwarded ſome of the- 


improvements here, extracted, at different times, ſome hun- 


dred 
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ered bolls of excellent marl from an extenſive meadow yg. 
on his farm. 

A ſtratum of marl was alſo diſcovered, not long ago, in a 
hollow piece of ground, upon Mr Stewart of Grandtullys 
eſtate, but it is buried under a great depth of moſs. 

Mr Robertſon of Tullybelton had the merit of introducing 
into this pariſh the new method of farming by ſummer fal. 
lowing, by à regular rotation of white and green crops, and 
ſowing graſs ſeeds. 

Except one or two Druidical circles of large ſtones ſtand. 
ing on end, fimilar to thoſe that are to be ſeen in many 
other parts of Scotland, there are no antiquities here worth 
mentioning. 


cov 


NUM. 
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NUMBER XII. 


PARISH OF MOCH RUM. 


(CouNTY AND PRESBYTERY OF W1GTON,—SYNOD or 
| GALLOWAY.) 


By the Rev. JoHN STEVEN. 


Name, Extent, Ce. 


ONCERNING the derivation of the name of this pa- 

riſh, no certain information has been obtained. It is 
ſituated in the county and preſbytery of Wigton, and ſynod 
of Galloway. Its greateſt length, from eaſt to weſt, being 
about 10 miles, and its greateſt breadth between 4 and g 
miles. It is bounded on the ſouth by the Bay of Luce, on 
the weſt by the pariſh of Old Luce, on the north by thoſe 
of Kirkowan and Kirkinner, and the eaſt by Glaſſerton. 


* 
Surface, Soil, and Climate. The general appearance of the 


ſurface cannot be denominated either level or mountainous ; 
It is partly both. The flats, however, are not extenſive, nor 
are the hills of great elevation; but, being intermixed with 
each other, at moderate diſtances, they exhibit a variety of 
proſpect not unpleaſing to the traveller, nor unprofitable to 
the owner. From the eaſtern boundary, along the Bay of 
Luce, for ſeveral miles, the ſoil, with a few exceptions, is ex- 
cellent, being moſtly of a fine light, and in ſome places, a 
ſirong deep loam, Approaching towards the oentre of the 

pariſh, 


m7 -— - > 
T — — — 


4 
- 
al 
K * 
. 4" 
« 
* 
* 
4 = 
v2 
44 
1 
7 
1 
: : 
re 
\ , 
, 
1 
£1 
* 
U 
1 | 
4 f 
= i 
1 
« 
7 
* 
, . 


o — 


* "I Wo! 


s oY — * . .. 
. 


Ba Statiſtical Account 


pariſh, it becomes gradually more thin and ſtony, while 


large extent, on the eaſt and weſt fides, moſtly conliſting of 
rocky eminences, or mofly ſwamps and lakes, exhibits a bleak ; 
and barren proſpect, and is chiefly uſed for paſture. There * 
| +4 4% ; {hor 
are, however, ſcattered up and down in this bleak region 

. : Tho 
ſome ſmall pieces of good dry arable land. Owing, perhaps, bode 


to the general dryneſs of the ſoil, the openneſs of the coun- 
try, and its fine expoſure to the ſea air, the climate is re. 
markably healthful. Fevers, or other violent diſeaſes, are 
not frequent, and are ſeldom mortal. The fad ravage oc- 8 
caſioned by the ſmall pox is now much abated, by the pre- 


vailing practice of innoculation. The prejudices entertained "= 
by vulgar minds againſt this ſalutary expedient, though not E 
totally extirpated, are gradually yielding to the advice and J 
example of the better informed. Mo 

Many of the inhabitants attain to old age, in the enjoy- "A 
ment of good health and vigour. A woman died lately, who my 
had completed her 105th year; and, excepting a little dul- Wat 
neſs of hearing, retained the uſe of her ſenſes and faculties * 
unimpaired to the laſt. a 

Sea Cooft. — A flat ſmooth gravel beach, moſtly about 50 . 
yards wide, runs glong from the eaſtern, till within a mile of M. 
the weſtern extremity of the pariſh, where it is intercepted * 
by a ſteep rocky hill projecting into the ſea, and forming a * 


bold inacceſſible ſhore. On this beach, the road which opens 

| the communication between what are called the Makers and 
3 Reins of Galloway, which formerly was almoſt impaſſible for & 
carriages, has, of late, been completely repaired, and carried 
along the brink of the foreſaid hill, cloſe by the ſea, in a di- I 
rechon now wonderfully level indeed; for, to effectuate this, 
ſuch dcep caves were to fill up, and ſuch immenſe rocks to 
remove, 
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remove, as, not many years ago, would have been thought 
mterly impoſſible, 

Parallel to the beach, the land, riſing ſuddenly, forms a 
ſteep bank or precipice, which renders the acceſs from the 
ſhore into the country, in many places, rather difficult. 
Though there are various little bays, or creeks, where ſmall 
boats can land, there is only one place called Portwilliam 
that deſerves the name of a harbour, 

This port, though but ſmall, is commodious and ſafe, be- 
ing well ſheltered by the land on the eaſt, north, and weſt 
ſides; and if a ſtrong wall or rampart, which has ſome time 
fince been begun to defend the ſouth, was completed, it 
would afford a ſecure harbour to a number of veſſels, of at 
leaſt 200 tons burden. | 

Few things, it is believed, would be more advantageous to 
Mochrum, than the reparation of this port, becauſe, being 
the only one convenient for, or belonging to the pariſh, at it 


all exports and imports muſt be made. A little to the eaſt- 


ward of this, indeed, there is a ſmall natural baſon, called 
the Rue of Doury ; but here the acceſs is difficult, the water 
ſhallow, and the anchorage inſecure, except in particular 
winds, At Portwilliam ſtands a neat ſmall village of the 
fame name, which was founded by. Sir William Maxwell of 


Monrieth, about 20 years ago, in honour of whom it is 


named, It conſiſts moſtly of one row of low houſes, well 
built, covered with ſlate, and fronting to the ſea. 

The inhabitants of every deſcription are about 210. In 
1788 a ſmall barrack-houſe was erected here for the accom- 
modation of the military, and cuſtom-houſe officers occa- 
ſionally ſent to prevent the landing of ſmuggled goods, 
This meaſure ſeems to have been attended with complete 
ſucceſs, as neither box, anker, nor bale, though not unfre- 
quent before, are now to be ſeen. The Bay of Luce every 

Vor. XVII. 498 where, 
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where, but eſpecially near Portwilliam, abounds with variety 
of excellent fiſh, as ſalmon, herring, mackerel, cod, cyth, 
whiting, and others. Very few of the two firſt, but con- 
ſiderable quantities of all the reſt are ſometimes caught; and 
there is every reaſon to believe, that if this fiſhing was pur. 
tued with more induſtry and ſkill, it would abundantly re- 
ward the undertaking. To this, however, it muſt be allow- 
ed, that the general ſcarcity and high price of ſalt, is a very 
great diſcouragement. At preſent, the fiſhermen. never at- 
tempt (what their circumſtances indeed cannot afford) to cure, 
or ſalt the fiſh, excepting a few for the uſe of their own fa- 
milies. The reſt are ſold as they are caught, at a ſhilling the 
ſtone, The price of ſalt is commonly 1 s. 6 d. a ſtone, and 
often not to be had at all. In the courſe of every 4 or 5 
years, the kelp ſhore here, as it is called, is let by Sir William 
Maxwell the proprietor of it, for about 100 pounds; when 
a proportionable quantity of that article is manufactured, car- 
ried to the Engliſh market, and uſually ſold at 51. a ton. 


Population. — There is, perhaps, no country pariſh in the 
county that has increaſed 10 much in population as Mochrum 
for theſe laſt 20 years. The inhabitants, who now amount 
to 1400, it is certain, did not exceed half the number 
previous to that period, This increaſe has been almoſt en- 
tirely effected on Sir William Maxwell's eſtate, who, carry- 
ing on extenſive plans of improvement upon the lands which 
he held in his own natural poſſeſſion, had occaſion to em- 


ploy a number of additional labourers, and theſe happening 
to coafſiit moſily of young, ſtout, newly married Iriſhmen, this 
prolific race ſoon contributed largely to the human ſtock. 
Ol the lands which he had occaſion to let, the worthy pro- 
prictor, too, very judiciouſly divided ſeveral large farms inte 
a number of ſmall ones, and thereby put it in the power of 
many 
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many induſtrious perſons to become farmers, by obtaining 
poſſeſſions adapted to their circumſtances. 

Nor can it be denied, that the illicit trade, for which this 
place was, till of late, ſo noted, however reprehenſible in it- 
ſelf, and generally hurtful, has contributed conſiderably, both 
to the increaſe of population, and the improvement of agri- 
culture here. 

The principal conductors of that buſineſs being chiefly 
men who had been bred to farming, in ſome of the beſt 
cultivated parts of Ayrſhire, were not ill qualified to give 
uſeful leſſons on that ſubje& to the natives of Mochrum. 
Oa their ſettlement here, having great command of men, 
houſes, and money, the lands which they took in leaſe they 
improved with a degree of rapidity, and of ſucceſs, unknown 
before in this part of the country. 

To ſee, in the courſe of two or three years, a number of 
excellent farm houſes and offices erected, where only a few 
miſerable huts ſtood before, theſe fields, which reſembled a 
healthy common neatly incloſed, ſubdivided, and covered 
with luxuriant crops of grown clover and rye-graſs, was a 
ſight not only new and ſtrange to the farmers of Mochrum, 
but alſo to thoſe of Galloway in general. Every perſon 
talked of, and admired the great and ſudden improvements of 
the Clone Company ; for ſo were the ſmugglers denomi- 
nated. 

The good effects of ſuch an example in the pariſh were 
ſoon apparent. Raiſed, by a ſenſe of ſhame, for paſt igno- 
rance and neglect, and encouraged by the proſpect of future 
gain, almoſt every farmer, who had either money, or length 
of leaſe, began to do ſomething towards meliorating his poſ- 
ſeſſion, 

Here, it may not be deemed impertinent to remark, that 
in this, as in moſt other diſtricts of Galloway, the great bars 
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to further, improvement would ſeem to be, the ſhort leaſes 
and large farms. 

Very few proprietors let their lands for more than 19 
years, and theſe frequently i in quantities of from 5 00 to looo 
Scotch acres, without fence or culture. | 

With ſuch a leaſe, it is pretty evident, that a poor farmer 
can do little to purpoſe, and that a rich one will not. The 
farmer, in vain, attempts to accompliſh, perhaps with a hun. 
dred pounds or two, what would require as many thoufands, 
and the latter ſdon becomes tired of laying out his money, 
where both principal and intereſt ſhall ſo ſoon be loſt, aud 
prudently contents himſelf with ſuch flight and temporary 
meliorations as may beſt correſpond” to the ſhort time which 
he is to enjoy them. Were the lands, and particularly thoſe 
that are unimproved, divided into 80 or 100 acres, more'or 
leſs, according to the circumſtances and ſpirit of the farmer, 
and let for 2 5 or 30 years, there is reaſon to believe, that a 
great and happy change would foon be ah red ot! the face of 
this country. - 

Sir William Maxwell, indeed, as already ae has let 
a part of bis large eſtate in ſmall pieces, and the Earl of 
Galloway, who is alſo a proprietor here, is, of late, in uſe of 
granting leaſes for 21 years, and the tenant's lifetime. It 
would, therefore, only be neceflary to unite the plans of the 
knight and the peer: Like two equal ſections of the ſame 
ſubject, they would form an efficient and harmonious 
whole. | | eee e en 

That leaſes, during life, will be productive of better effects 
than any ordinary determined ſpace of time, is highly pro- 
| bable, when it is conſidered how naturally, and how fond- 


ly, almoſt every ns indulges the hope or attaitling to old 
ape. 


The 
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The ſimple undeſigning peaſant put thus in poſſeſſion, ſits 
dot down to ſtudy tables of calculation, on the probabilities 
of life, the ſecurity or the danger that are ſuppoſed to attach 
o its ſucceſſive periods, bu: felicitates himſelf with his own 
Kage, which he underſtands far better; that while a “ ſet 
day ſoon comes,” he ſhall remain unaffected by any ſuch 
erents, and continue to enjoy, undiſturbed, the fruits of his 
labours to the engl of a long life. 


Manures and Tillage —The arable and paſture lands of the 


pariſh, it is preſumed, may be nearly of equal extent; and 


there is not much natural meadow ground. The lands are 


et from 10 8. to 30 8. an acre, and no balliework or ſervices 


are demanded. For many years paſt, conſiderable quantities 
of fine clay-marl have been dug in Sir William Maxwell's 

lands, 50 ſingle horſe cart-loads of whieh being laid on the 
acre, produced abundant crops of grain and graſs, This va- 
luable treaſure appears now to be nearly exhauſted, or is be- 


come ſo deep and difficult to work as to exceed the expence | 


of lime. 
All the lime uſed here, which may * about 12,000 


Carliſle buſhels. annually, is imported burnt from  Whithaven, 
at 18. 2 d. or 18. 3 d. a buſhel, of which 467 o, 60, or 


more are put on the acre, according to the ability of the far- 
mer, or the quality of the ſoil. Shell ſand is alſo brought 


hither, in ſmall veſſels, from the ferry town of Cree, at 28. 


6d. a ton, and of theſe 20 are uſually given to an acre, but 
this is only uſed upon lands ſituated near the ſhore, its great 
weight rendering it too expenſive to be carried far into the 


country. After the land has received one or other of theſe. 


manures, or rather the ſtimulants, it is commonly plowed 
and ſown with oats for 2 years ſucceſſively, at the rate of 7 
or $ Wincheſter buſhels to the acre, and 5 or 6 ſeeds are the 


uſual 


* 
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uſual increaſe. The zd year, every — farmer allows to. f 
each acre about 50 cart loads of dung, or ſea-weed, ſows on "TY 
it 4 or 5 buſhels of bear, with 2 of rye-graſs, and 12 or 14 
Ibs. of red and white clover. | 

The ordinary produce of bear, upon land fo treated, is from 
10 to 14 ſeeds, The 4th year concludes the proceſs with a 
hay crop, the acre commonly yielding between 200 and 300 
ſtones. The land is then turned into paſture, for 6 years at 


leaſt ; and, when opened again, is generally dunged on the 1 

firſt plowing, and the ſame order of cropping obſerved as be- ¶ xe 

fore. The oats, when properly cleaned, weigh about 38 lbs, Wl poi 

and the bear 48 lbs. a buſhel, Ire 
Of the former, Mochrum annually exports about 6,000, 


| and of the latter 10,800 buſhels.— The oats at 18. 10 d. and 
the bear at 2 8. 9 d. 

This grain is chiefly carried to the mapkets: of Liverpool Wl a 
and Whithaven, and ſometimes a little of it is taken to Wil & 
Greenock. Some two-rowed barley and wheat are raiſed; Wl 
but of theſe the quantities are ſo ſmall, as ſcarcely to deſerve , 
notice. It is a common obſervation here, that Galloway is 
not a wheat country, which is certainly true; but owing, 
perhaps, more to this than any other cauſe, that it is very 
little attended to, or ſown. 

The harveſt uſually begins about the middle of Auguſt, 
and is finiſhed about the end of September. 

Fallowing the ſoil is too ſeldom practiſed, and turnips are 
ſo rare a ſight, that no ſooner do they make their appearance 
in a field, than the neighbouring boys ſet upon them, like 
apples in an orchard, and eat or carry them away. 


Servant wages. The ordinary wages given to a man ſer- 
vant are from 4 l. to 5 l. in the half year, the term for which 


they are all engaged, and to a woman ſervant from 36 8. te 
21. 


J 
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1], for the ſame period. Every conſiderable farmer keeps 
iſo at leaſt one cottar or yearly man with his family, to 
#hom he gives a houſe and yard, meal and potatoes, or other 
moluments, to the amount of 15 l. or 201, Of this laſt 
ſcription, the greater part are Iriſhmen, eſcaped from their 
country and their loom, and are commonly good hands with 
1 ſpade or flail, but not dexterous in the management of 
borſes at the cart, or the plough. ä \ 
The horſes, of which there are about 280 in the pariſh, 
re moſtly all of the draught kind, or are uſed for that pur- 
poſe, and are partly bred here, and partly imported from 


Ireland. About 15 and 16 hands is their uſual height, and 


„ many pounds their price. Unleſs in very ftiff, or uncul- 
tivated lands, ſeldom more than two are put to a plough, 
and never more than one to a cart. The uſe of racers, as 
they are called, ſtill ſo prevalent in many parts of Galloway, 
is totally exploded in Mochrum, becauſe, it is believed, that 
two horfes, put each to a cart, will do at leaſt one third more 
work, and with greater eaſe, than when yoked together in 
one. It is worthy of notice, that 20 years ago, there was 
only one cart in the pariſh belonging to a tenant, whereas 
there are now 170 of that deſcription. | 

The Scotch plough, improved, or the chain one, are 
chiefly uſed. The latter is preferred where che land is not 
ſtony, being eaſier drawn. The ploughman always drives 
the horſes for himſelf, when not more than two, and ſome- 
times even three, when yoked abreaſt. The farmers begin 
to plow in November, and finiſh by the end of February, 
when the ſeeds are ſown, which are commonly all in the 
ground in the courſe of five w_ after, if the ſeaſon. OM 
been favourable. 7 

The horſes are generally fed with ſtraw, and two feeds of 
oats a-day, when they plow; and with rye-graſs, and three 


iceds, when they harrow the ground, 
Black 
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Blacl Cattle, — The black cattle are not large, but very 
handſome, as thoſe bred in Galloway in general are. The 
whole number in the pariſh, may be about 1500. Eyer 
farmer rears as many as he can, and no more thinks of, fat- 
ting and killing a calf, than would an ancient inhabitant of 
Egypt. ft „ni Yo EIN. Zu, Capoff aut 
The cattle are uſually fold, at two years of age, for;y1. 
ahead, to graaiers or jobbers, and are moſtly ien 
later, driven to the Engliſh markets 
As the chief quality regarded in a cow is to be à good 
breeder, ſo no great attention is paid to. milk, or manufac. 
turing. of it into butter and cheeſe ; yet of theſe articles 
enough are made for the uſe of the inhabitants. 
Some of the farmers, however, from a laudable-deſire of 
improving in this reſpect, have more than once introduced 
here the famous cows. of Kyle. But, whether it was owing 
to a differente of paſture, of hard feeding, or:of hoth, theſe 
were ſoon found to milk no better than the native breed; WM |: 
and, being leſ eſteemed in other reſpects, eſpecially on ac- * 
count of their being horned, very few of them are nou to Ml ! 
be ſeen. When the cows get old, they are fold lean for be- < 
tween 3 l. and 4 1. except what are retained for the uſe of 
the pariſhioners; and n When fatted, et gas _ | 
| 
| 
| 
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| Sheep.This pariſh has 5 been famous for excellent 
wool, on account of its ſtill retaining ſome of the ancient 
breed of the Galloway ſheep. Of theſe ſheep, the moſt dil 
tinguiſhing marks are, orange coloured face and legs, ſhort 
thick wool, and very ſmall ſize. When at fall growth, and 
tolerably fat, the wedder would not exceed 30, nor the eve 


27 lib.; and it would require Ag or 20 of their Heeces t to 
make a ſtone of 261 lib. 8 


1 . 


Very 


Very few, however, of this truly primitive breed, it is ſup⸗ 
poſed, now remain; they have been either picked out, and 
ſold off in quantities to thoſe who were purſuing improve- 
ments in wool, or contaminated with the various other kinds 
of ſheep in the neighbourhood. 

But, though thus evidently degenerating, the Mochrum 
wool (quantity and quality) is ſtill eſteemed the beſt i in the 
county, and is generally fold from 128. to 148. a None, 
when it is carried to the manufactories of Kilmarnock and 
Glaſgow. 

A ſew years ago, Lord Daer and Admiral Stewart pur- 
chaſed here ſome of the native ewes, in order to try a breed 
between them and Spaniſh, Shetland, and other rams; but 
both theſe public ſpirited noblemen were unfortunately cut 
off by death, while engaged in this and many other patriotic 
experiments for the improvement of their country. 

The number of ſheep is conſiderably diminiſhed fince the 


late improvements here. The whole ſtock, at preſent, is not 


more than 5000. Being very hurtful to young thorn hedges, 
they are, with great propriety, forbidden to be kept where- 
ever the fields are incloſed with theſe. As they are, there- 
fore, moſtly baniſhed to the moor-lands, they are neither 
large nor fat; but, when brought from thence, and fed on 
good paſture for a year, they improve greatly, and are ac- 
counted the very beſt of mutton. On their ordinary ſoil, 
the wedders are ſold, when 4 years of age, at 108. a head, 
and are moſtly driven to Ayr or Glaſgow; and the ewes, as 
they become old, are killed for home conſumption. 


| Swine —Almoſt every farmer keeps 2 or 3 pigs, and every 
houſcholder one; ſo that there is an abundance, if not an 
over abundance, of theſe animals, They are chicfly fed on 
potatoes and the offal of the kitchen, and ſold to Engliſh 
butchers, when a year old, at 30s. and 40 8. 
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— — Near by the church, which is ſituated about: 
mile right into the pariſh from Portwilliam, there is a pretty 
large earthen mound, qure entire, with A deep dite or fi if 
Ez 7227.5 7 

On the eaſtern extremity of the ſea coaſt, at the ſunt 
of a ſteep bank, there are very diſtinct remains of an Anglo. 
Saxon camp. And, within two miles of the weſtern extre. 
mity, alſo hard by the ſhore, ſtand the ruins of a ſmall aue 
and church, called Sr Finarn's Chapel, probably fron the | 
famous Saint of that name. OP TEEN * 

In the middle of the moor-land appears an old tower or 
caſtle, whofe walls are very ſtrong, and almoſt entire; and, al 
being nearly ſarrounded by lakes, when viewed at 4 di a ral 
it has a moſt curious and pictureſque appearince, fekt 8 
much à large ſhip at ſea, + HowzrM mil 
| "It is called the old Place of Mochrum; and formerly beloig. I f. 
ed, together with a conſiderable eſtate contigubus to it, to n Wl ® 
ancient family, of the name of Dunbar, who reſided in it, 
were created Knights of Mochrum about a century ago, and | 
ſtill enjoy that title. But the caſtle and the property have * 


now, for upwards of 60 years been in poſſeſſion of the Ear N 
of Dumfries. n 
be 


— theſe lands the noble Earl has lately be- 
gun to plant, in convenient places, conſiderable clumps of Ml * 
trees, which being at a good diſtance, and well ſheltered 
from the tea, there is reaſon to hope they may do well; a 


circumſtance much to be wiſhed, as they would be both 5 
highly ornamental and uſeful in that part of the pariſh. 

In Mochrum, or in no other part of Galloway, fituated 
near, and expoſed to the weſtern ocean, do frees of any kind c 
ſeem to thrive Owing to this cauſe alone, Sir William 


Maxwell's extenſive plantations „which have had every other 
| advantage 
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drantage that either art or nature could beer, have do 
little progreſs, Except in low ſituations, and not in fight of 
he ſea, Wherever old Neptune gets but a peep at them, 
they ſoon, begin to ſicken and to fade. 

The lakes above mentioned, and ſeveral others i in the pa- 
A. are ſtored with perch and trout, pike and eel, of which 
conſiderable quantities are caught at the proper ſeaſons. 

There are no rivers, but plenty of burns and imall rivu- 
lets, as alſo of excellent \; prings, in Mochrum. 5 | 

There are two corn mills,. the one a very good, and the 
aher a very bad one; and, as the farmers are not, in gene- 
ral, thicled to either, they are at no loſs whick to prefer. 

11 have yet found their way here; but Sir 
William Maxwell has been propoſing to have one erected on 
ſome of his, fine ſituations. The preſent nuluber of me- 
chanice, of every deſcription, is about 20. 
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Por, — The lin of the poor ſeldom exceeds 8 or 10, who 
are ſupported by begging through the pariſh, and by the 
dundays collections at church, which annually en 
about 20 l. 

The pariſh, however, is continually infeſted with foreign 
beggars, and eſpecially the Irith, who come over here. in 
great numbers, as they lay, A to viſit their trends 3! 92 duty 
to which, it muſt be allowed, they are exceedingly attentive, 

There is only one reſiding ſectary in the pariih, who goes 
under the name of Antiburgher. 
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Schools, — A very neat ſchool. houſe was G at the 
church 3 years ago, where 70 or 8 ſcholars ulually attend, 
and are. taught reading Engliſh, writing, arithmetic, book, 
keeping, mathematics, French, and Latin, by a very well. 
Faliied teacher, who has lately been procured, The quar- 

terly 
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terly wages are from 25. to 4% according to what the youth 
are learning. | 

"The preſent fulary is very falls but there is every hope 
that the good heritors, who have been ſo extremely indul. 
gent to the pariſhioners in other reſpects, will ſoon augment 
it to ſomething that may be adequate to the ſuppert of {6 1 
uſeful a member of this ſociety. 


Gentlemen Seats, —Of theſe there are none worthy of no- 
tice excepting Sir William Maxwells, which is a very clegant 
and commodious edifice, only finiſhed about two years ago. 
It is ſituated on a gently riſing ground, near the eaſtern 
boundary of the pariſh, and a ſhort mile from the ſea, It 
has in front, at a ſmall diſtance, a beautiful lake of clear. 
water, ſurrounded by a belt of thriving young planting; as 
alſo the old family caſtle, rearing its head amidſt a clump of 
lofty trees; while the oppoſite fide commands a moſt exten- 
five and delightful view of the Bay of Luce, the Mull of 
Galloway, the Rock of Bigſcar, the Iſle of Man, and even 
the mountains of Cumberland and Morn, when the weather 
is clear. 


Rental and Proprietors. —The groſs rental of the . is 
about doo l. 

Sir William Maxwell is by far the largeſt proprietor, his 
eſtate being nearly about one-third of the extent, and two- 
thirds of the value, of the whole ſurface. 

Next to him follow the Earls of Dumfries, Galloway, and 
Selkirk, and a few private gentlemen, 


Church.—The manſe and offices are very good, being al! 
of late ſubſtantially rebuilt, and covered with ſlate ; ; and an 
excellent new church was completed about 4 months ago. 


The 
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The ſtipend, which is paid a part in money, and a part 
in victual, was augmented laſt year from about 55 I. to 
100 l.; and the glebe, n rather of dna is * Wo 
quali. 1 

The preſent e was ordained in 1797 and has 2 
wife and children ls ani; 
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2 pariſhes (which were : uaited 490 1 61) tend | | 
nearly 6 miles from ſouth to north, 4 = By eaſt | 
to Weft. They are bounded by the p — * of Bi. Fit on the | 
ſouthtealt;, by Prbtton 01 on the ſouth — ee , by North 
Berwick von the weſt and north · weſt, and on * che north and 
caſt by the Frith of Forth. The general appearance of the 
pariſh 49 Hat. „Behind the village of Whitckirk there is a 
hill; rather fEmarkable for the beaüt ul p rope pect it "affords of 
the Frich:of Forth, and country aernt, than for its height, 
The climate 18 dry, pleafant, and Healthful, The inhabitants 
ars much leſs ſubject to agues now than formerly. The ſoil 
varies iu different parts of the pariſh; in general, i conſiſts 
of rich gravelly loams, highly favourable. to the moſt im- 
proved mode of W 6-0 OI 


River —The river Tyne runs for about two wiles through 
the ſouthern part of the pariſh: It riſes in the "moor of Mid- 
dleton ; and, after a north caſt courſe of nearly 30 miles, it 

diſcharges 
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Qiſcharges itſelf into the Frith of Forth in the eaſt part of 
this pariſh, The fiſh found in the Tyne are trout and gilſes, 
neither of which are remarkably plenty. A few falmon are 


ſometimes found, but they are very rare, The right of fiſh- 
ing the Tyne up to the Knownill, and the ſea coaſt at its 


mouth, from within a cables length of Weſtbarns bura to 
the water of Peffer, an extent of nearly rwo miles, belongs 
ſolely to the Earl of Haddiogton, _ A great number of ſeals 
are always to be een ſwimming about the mouth of the river, 
which are thought with probability to be one cauſe of the 
ſcarcity of other fiſh, The tide flows about two miles up 
the water, and might be made navigable to that height at no, 


great expence. 


Agriculture, Wages, &c.—This pariſh, in general, is in 
the higheſt ſtate of cultivation. The turnip huſbandry is 
now carried on to A great extent. About 1090 ſcore of ſheep 

are annually fed on turnip, and all fed in flakes upon the 


pound. Tue ſheep generally fed are Highland, wedders, 


which are bought in October for about 128. or 15 6. and 


ſold again, f from February to May, at from 208. to 25:5, per: 


head, and vit then weigh from 12 to 16 pounds 2. quarter. 
The number ol theep. fed on gras, during the ſummer, will 


be about 90 ſcore. . There j is alſo a conſiderable” number of 
black cattle fed annually both on turnip and graſs,, Few 
ſheep c or oxen are reared i in the pariſh, but the moſt of the 


farmers breed their own .cows and horſes, The kinds of 
grain commonly raiſed are, wheat, barley, oats, beans, and 


peaſe. There is alſo a great quantity of turnip and ſown. 


graſs raiſed annually, and potatoes ſufficient to ſupply the 
pariſh, Each farmer raiſes a few acres of flax for his own 


family and ſervants. The uſual and moſt approved rotation 


on thoſe lands which are * for turnip-huſbandry, is, 
iſt, 
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ist, Tutnip; 2d, Earty Vats or barley, but oats preferred; 
3d, Clover one Fear, Wien or cut; 4th, Wheat, dunged 
on the clover, Lime df8d once in 19 or 21 Fears. Upon 
ſtrong clay foils the uſual rotation is, iſt, Fallow, dunged; 
2d, Wheat or barfey; 3d, Clover or beans, alterhately; 4th, 
Oats or Weit. The number bf ' acres in the pariſh is conſli- 
derably above 50, of which about 3080 are in "Ellage 
There are 16 farms, which vary in ſize, from àbdut 105 .o 
380 acres. The rent of farms is much iucreafedt within 
theſe few years, ſome of them having tripled cheff former 
Tent. The lands are generally incloſed; and” the farmer 
are perfectly convinced of the very great advantage bf Has. 

"Lures, "The price of labour has alſo been increalitig fog the 
ſome years paſt. A ploughman's wages are om 5. 0 
8 J. 108. à year, a day- labourer's from 14 d. to 15 d. per da 
Shearers wages may be about 1 8. 2 day, but they are alfo it- 
* cxeafing.” Woinen ſervants wages are from 3. 16 fl. 16s 
n. a nf OI ert mand wor brow 1 nn 
fol; 207 © 3% vs 50 Mitnon Low gainaid 31 
odr. When Thomas, Sixth Earl' bf aaf f, came 
46 refide at Tynnihghame, anno 1550) there wert not abbre 
14 acres bf planting'upon the eſtate, it being Kippoſed that 
no trees could grow becauſe of thel fe f and north- 


" Weed. Prior to that period, it was common to ſocbe of his 
Lordſhip's tenants and a neighbouring gentleman, excepting 
a ſmall part of it, for which one of the tenants paid a trifling 
rent. After the planting of Binning Wood, his Lordſhip 

* a nncloſel 
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incloſed and divided his fields with ſtripes of planting of 40, 
50, and 60 feet broad. The Eaſt Links, which are ſituated 
cloſe upon the ſea-beach, were at that time a dead and barren 
ſand, with ſcarcely any graſs upon them, and of no uſe but 
i a rabbit-warren, A gentleman from Hamburgh, happen- | 
ing to be at Tynninghame, mentioned to Lady Haddington 
that he had often ſeen trees growing on ſuch a ſoil ; this hint 
was taken, and the links planted ; at that time, all who ſaw 
them thought the expence of trees and labour thrown away; 
but, contrary to their expectations, they throve as well as on 
the beſt grounds, The trees planted in the links are the 
Scotch fir ʒ in Binning wood there is a great variety, viz. oak, 
aſh, beech, elm, plain, fir, willows, and ſeveral others ; the 
thinnings of which have, for many years paſt, yielded a con- 
ſiderable income, often above 50 l. a-year ; and, beſides the 
advantage that is derived from the ſhelter which the plan- 
tations afford, the graſs in the woods is much more valuable 
than it would have been, if allowed to remain in its original 
ſtate, Binning wood conſiſts of about 3oo acres ; the plan- 
tations upon the eſtate hate, at different times, been extend- 
cd, and there are now above 800 acres of ground planted at 
Tynninghame. In the united pariſhes, altogether, there will 


be aboye a thouſand, 


Populgtion,—As the ſchoolmaſter's houſe was unfortunately 
burnt in the 1760, the ſeſſion regiſters of the pariſh of White- 
kirk were deſtroyed at the ſame time, which renders it im- 
polliblg to give any account of the births and marriages in 
this pariſh prior to that period, In the pariſh of Tynning— 
hame, which at that time was pot united to Whitekirk, the 
average of births for 10 years following 1709 was 234, and 
of marriages 6, the average for 10 years following 1750 was 
of births 174, of marriages 3. ; 
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Tithe 3 1792, which, from the indiſpoſitiom of 
the talthiſter, is the lateſt aceount that has bee tuch of the 
parifh ther ntrmber of families was 23 1 of Nu ol 
| goon coflfemales 5 19, all of hom ad meters of 
the nation church; excepting 15 faniltes Which! are Sect- 
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It is ſaid, however, that the population at the beginning 
of this century was greater than at preſent, The pariſh then 
contained 
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centained 3. villages, of which the leaſt, veſtige is not now. to 
be ſeen, In one of them were. numbers of fiſhers, and 
houſes for the curing of herrings. At preſent the number 
of fiſhing boats in the pariſh is reduced to one. * 

There are no manufactures or trades people, but ch as 
are neceſſary for carrying on the buſineſs of agriculture. 
There are two ale-houſes, and three others licenſed to retail 
Britiſh ſpirits. There are 2 eſtabliſhed ſchools in the pariſh, 
the one at Whitekirk, the other at Tynninghame. | 


Poor.—By the Seſſion- Book of Tynninghame, it appears 
that a ſcheme was propoſed in 12745 by the Juſtices of the 
Peace, and, Miniſters of this county, for erecting a general 
work-houſe for the maintenance. of the poor of the county. 
The ſeſſion did not accede to the propoſal, as this pariſh is 
furniſhed with poor-houſes of its own ſufficient to lodge, and 
funds toomaintain its on poor. The number of poor in 
the pariſhꝭ is not great; they are maintained by the weekly 
collections, and he intereſt of 34 l. 10 8. 22. mortitied to 
the ſefſigp,,, Therg isa 7. mare. mortiſied to them, but 
the intereſt is All aid ig the ſiſter af the mortgagegr --. 

215 

- Miſcellaneous, Quſar pationi.— The extent of the. 15a.colt is 


2 three miles. In the north part of the pariſh there js 
a number of rocks, which have been very fatal ta maxiners 


at different times. Within theſe two years ſeveral veſſels 
have been wrecked there; and, to the honour of ſome of 
the farmers i in the neighbourhood, every exertion was. made 
to ſave the unhappy ſufferers and their effects, though, it 
muſt be confeſſed, the humanity of ſome of the lower claſs 
of people was not ſo very conſpicuous on ſuch awful occa- 
bens. 9 44 AVI egg K ni .: 51 4 11 
107 ANTEC 0 39191 . Serge nee On 


58 


On the top of Whitekirk hill there is a cairn, which jig 
ſaid to be the burial-place of two young men, who were killed 
by a detachment from the garriſon of the Baſs at the time of 
the Reformation. The p peopie; with a very few bxceptions, | 
are ſober, honeſt, and induſtrious ; their dreſs and mode of 
living are much altered within theſe 20 years. The roads 
are tolerably good, and much ini proved of late. For ſeveral 
years preceding 1794, with a view to leſſen the number of 
crows, which in this pariſh and neighbourhood deſtroy 2 
vait quantity of grain, the farmers aſſeſſed themſelves i in ſo 
much a plough, and appointed a perſon to pay, From the 
common ſtock, a penny for each old crow's head, and a half 
penny for a young one : The effects of this ſcheme a are now 
very perceptible, as the number aka crows is now greatly re- 
duced. e wir e 
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Extent and Boundaries. 


HE pariſh of Glaſſerton lies in the preſbytery and ſhire 

of Wigton, and in the ſynod of Galloway. At its 

eaſt and north-eaſt confines, this parith is bounded by the 

pariſhes of Whithorn, Sorbie, and Kirkinner; on the weſt 

and north-weſt by the bay of Luce, and the parith of Moch- 

rum; on the fouth ard ſouth-eaſt by the ſame bay, and the 

pariſh of Whithorn, It meaſures, in length, from its ſouthern 

to its northern extremity, about ſeven miles and five fur- 

longs; at its greateſt breadth two miles and ſeven furlongs; 
Where it is narroweſt, not more than a mile and a hait. 


Surface and Aspect. In its natural aſpect the ſurface of the 
ground is rugged, unequal, and hilly. Towards the north, 
it riſes to an elevation ſomewhat higher than the level of its 
jou:hern parts. The hills are rocky, and, for the moſt part, 

covered 
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covered with heath. The lower tracts lying among them are 
marſhy. The ſoil is nfually loam, gravel, peat- earth, or clay, 
Granite and ſchiſtus compole, for the moſt part, the ſtrata 
of the rocks. Yet, beds of that mixture of carbonated lime 
and clay, which, is known by the name gf marl, have been 
here and there diſcovered; aud the marl, has, been. dug for 
manure, till the pits are nom ncariy exhauſted. , The ſea 
beach exhibits no ſuch diverſity of the, cxuyiae of marine 
animals, as might prove very intereſting to the lover of con- 


chology. The, ordinary indigenous, grafles form the cm- 
man, ſward of the paſture-grounds, At the ſea-ſhore, the 
rocks riſe over the waters, with a bold, abrupt, beetling termis 
nation of the land. Little native unplanted wogd is tp be. ſeen 
within the pariſh, | Furze and wild ſhrubs. are more. plenti 


ful. The general courſe and temperature of the weather are 


variable, but mild. The genial influence of ſpring is com. 
monly felt here, as around all theſe weltern coaſts, ſomewhat 


earlier in the year than in the interior parts, qr on the caſt. 


ern ſide, of, the kipgdom. . Froſts are rarely, intenſe ar long 
continged ;; Snow ſeldom accumulatey , to a great depth, or 


lies long upon the ground. Some ſinall ſtregms, and man) 
ſprings, ſerxs to water the pariſh ;, but jt is neither bounded 


nar, interſefted by any great river. Upon, the rock within 


the ſea· mark, at a place called Monxeith, there grows 2 con- 


ſiderable abundance of thoſe manure, plants, which. are. fre- 


quently burpt for the fake of the kelp on alkali of their aſhes; 


but little of that ſpecies which are employed in agriculturg,, 
as a rich manure, is to be {cen on this part of the coaſt, _ 


1 N 
Wild Animal. — The fox, the weaſel, the otter, the hare, 
the mouſe, the mole, are maſt the only ce af wild ape 


the oply, formic reptile. The wild ak are numerous, 
being 
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being of the ſea partly, partly of the land. A great diverſity 
of ſea Hſhes are found on the ebaſt. Trouts and other com- 
mon ſmall fiſhes are taken in the ſtreams of freſh water. 

arr 1336 000165 10 57 ie fel to eb ad 14 Y 170 
Nßabitinti. The number of the inhabitants of the pariſh 
of Gaffeftbn was in the year 7/5 5 doh, and may be, at pre- 
ert, Ybbut 988 file. (Of theſe” 1 ;f are ee, on * 
te r Cable Ste. 

0 10 19vol 53 o gniftet3 ins Vινονο eg gi ar S AE, 
Harn, ir Wanam Maxwell of 1 the heirs 
ache Hatt Admfral Keith Stewart, tlie Eärl of OT 
Robert Habtfforn Stewart, Efg; of Phyſgill, and LE 
Stewart, Eſq; of Caſtle Stewart, are the principal Kerifors; 
Nb awthorn Stewart of PByſgin ! is the chief relident Verte 
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F ke Per part of the inhabitants are uſually 
emp ptoy ed in the labours of huſbandry, as farmers, houſes 
FIN ebttagers Hired by the year, or dayzlabburers. 

The faraters hold their poſſtffions, for the moſt part, by 
leafes, vat yin duration commonly from the tert dF Aires 
to r As. For the green low arable fands öf the 
pariſh "fe Yearly rent varies, at an average, from Fs! to 1 H 
10 8. ah res "Phe heath covered moors affording, at at 
avera © not fibre than from 2s. 6d. to 7s. an acre of year? 
ly rent; Te Tate differ in extent, and in the ſum of the 
annttal rent to the kandlord, ſome yielding not mort that 
201, or 30 l. While others pay between 200 l. and 300 I. 
a-year, 

Black Vari. -In the rural oeconomy of the farmers in 
the parifty of Glaſſertan, tñie firſt object is, the breeding and 
feecing of- black battle. Theſe are commonly of the well 
nen Gatioway race; not without forme” otechfional” füter- 

mixture 
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mixture of the Iriſh-and Engliſh breeds. But the pure Gal. 
loway race is preferred to all, others. The cal ves are all 
reared, Far the firſt eight months of its life, the calf js 
uſually left to ſuck its mother's milk. After attaining, the 
ſull age of one year, it obtains the name of a ſtirk, and is fold 
to the cattle dealers at the average price of 21. 10 & or gl. 
At the age of three years, the bullocks and beifers ol this 
pariſh, are ſold often at the rate of 71, or 8 l. a-head. The 
common price for well grown and well fed oxen, at the age 
of four years, is from.g I. to 141. each. Old cows, when it 
is no longer eligible tq keep them for producing calyes aud 
giving milk, are fold at the price of 81, or 10 l. each, to be 
fattened for the butcher, The green or heathy paſture gf 
the fields ; cut graſs while it is ſtill green and un 24 rok ; 
potatoes and turnips, ſtraw and hay, are the ſevere forts of 
food with which theſe cattle are nouriſhed, . They are here 
and there wintered in ſheds, and cow houſes, ag well to pre 
ſerve them from, ſuffering, by the inclemency of the ſeaſon, 
as that the. refule of their farage, aud litter, mixed with their 
dung, may accumulate for manure. tg, the ground unde til- 
lage. As much of the milk is copſumed by the calves, the 
quantity of the butter and cheeſe avnually. made is ſaaller in 
proportion to thę eh of the ks cons, than in the 
pariſhes of Ayrſhire, | 1, 1 ont! 0 800. 
1 0 F „1 Lon: 0990 tyAIVER 260 11 | 
Agriquhcer—Tillag for, che ae of grains and 
bulbous rooted vegetables, is, in its importance, the ſecoud od- 
Ject of attention, and ſource ot proſit, to the farmers of ilis 
pariſh, Lime imported from Whitehaven; marl dug from 
thoſe pits which are now nearly, exhauſted ĩ dung and com- 
poſts of dung, earth, and lime. are the manures employed to 
fertilize the {oil. From one fifth; to one third part of the 


arable gro und of every farm, is annually plowed z the te- 
„ maiding 
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maining four fifths, or two thirds. preſerved for praſs, The 
tillage of every year is uſually commenced in { ctober and 
November. ' The chain plough has been tried; but the com- 
mon old Scottiſh plough is generally preferred to every other 
model, as being the beſt adapted to the nature of the country, 
The plough is uſually drawn by two horſes, and the plough- 
men are, to a reafonable degree, alert and ſkilful. Oats and 
bear, or barley, are the grains chiefly cultivated. Seed-time 
from about the beginning of March to the beginning of 
May. Potatoes Have long been ſkilfully and fuccefsfuily cul- 
tivated here. The culture of turnips, being recommended 
by the example and ſucceſs of ſome of the principal land- 
holders, begins to enter every year more and more into the 
ordimiryagtidiſture of this pariſh. Corn, for feed, has been 
veeafionally imported hither, from the moſt diſtant parts of 
Scotland, and even England; and it has been found highly ad- 
vantageous, to make very frequent changes of corn for ſeed: 
ſtin bringiag tke new ſeed corn from a ſoll as opphſite apo 
fible in ifs nature, to the foil on which the ſcedi is to be fu. 
The ſerſon fbr cutting down and gathering ie the corn. is 
oſuelly from tlie 20th day of Auguſt, to the 1igtiwot October. 
Inſtances havd beturred, in which barley has yielded cin 
creaſe, 12 times the quantity of the ſced; bear, an incrcaſ 
equal to 10 times the quantity of ſced and oats, 8 feeds. 
Tartarian oats having been tried here, has been known to 
yield an increaſe eta to fourteen times the quantity of the 
ſeed em ployed. The ordinary retation of eros; is, upon afield 
newly broken up, three fucteſſive white crops ; with tie latt 
of theſe, graſs- ſeeds, to afford a ſufficient ſward for hay or 
paſture, on the fourth and ſubſequent years; and then the 
ſie d is left to reſt for 6, 7, or g years, undiſturbed by the 
Plough. Both corn and barley” are carefully weeded in ſame 
mer. The corn cut down in harveſt, & put up to, dry for 
Vox. XVII. 4E the 
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the barn, in ſhocks only. Large quantities of both potatos: 
and grain are annually exported. Sometimes the courſe of 
crops, above deſcribed, is fo far deviated from, that, after the 
third crop of grain, the field is manured with dung, and 
planted with potatoes or turnips; after which it is, on the 
fifth year, ſown with barley and graſs ſceds. After the reap 


ing of the barley, the field is left to enjoy the ufual period of 
ceſſation from tillage, 


Sheep, — Sheep are the third in importance of the articles 
of the ſtock and produce of the farms in this pariſh. The 
{mall white-faced race of the pariſh of Mochrum ; the wel 
known, {mall, black-faced breed of Galloway; the variety 
produced by the {k:ltul management of the celebrated Culley ; 
ihe Spaniſh and the Shetland races of ſheep, are all known 
and fed here. A mixture of the black- faced Galloway, with 
the Culley breed, has been allo tried. But the common 
Galloway race is the moſt prevalent. Neither the Snaujſh 
nor the Shetland ſheep has, as yet, been found to thrive here, 
in ſuch a manner as might enconrage the common farmer to 
receive them into his flocks, The practice of ſmearing the 
{heep, annually, at the beginning of winter, with butter and 
tar, has begun to fall into diſuſe ; becauſe the ordinary tempe- 
rature of winter on thele coaſts, is extremely mild; and the 
quality of the wool of ſheep unſmeared is, for the moſt part, 
conſiderably better, than the quality of that which is clotted 
with tar. The ſineſt wool is fold to the merchants at the 
price of 16 8. a ſtone. Thoſe lambs which carr be annually 
ſpared for ſale, are ſold at the average rate of about 6 l. Ster- 
ling a ſcore. Sheep of the age of 3 or 4 four years, ate 
bought from this pariſh, for the market, at the rate of tol. 
or 12 l. a ſcore. In ſome OY OY WY that PT 
been ſold here, at above a guinea a heads! 


| Sqvine, 
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Stoine.—Swine are fed in conſiderable numbers, by the 
farmers and cottagers in this pariſh. They are nouriſhed 
chiefly upon the refaſe of potatoes, upon whey, and other 
{mall articles, which, but for them, might probably go to 
waſte, The pork is a ſtronp wholeſome food, and a featon- 
able ſupply to the labourers, in thoſe times of the year in 
which it is lefs bfual'to farniſh them with freſh beef and 
mutton, They may be driven alive, even to a confiderably 
diſtant place of ſale: Or, they may be fattened and flaughter- 
ed at home 3 ; and the pork then pickled in barrels, or cured, 
as bacon, Tor exportation. 


| Horſes.—The horſes of this pariſh, are a ſtout, handſome 
race, very fit for the ſaddle, the load, or the draught. The 
breed has been diligently improved by the care of the gentle. 
men, landholders in Glaſſerton, and the neighbourhood. 

Moſt of the young horſes are the progeny of ſtallions intro— 
duced into this country by the Earl of Galloway, and the late 
Admiral Keith Stewart, It is probable, that the variety of 
the horſe now prevalent in theiz parts of Galloway, has been 
gradually produced by the continua! croſſing of the mall old 
Galloway breed, with korcigu ſtallions. | 


Inchſures, E- £77. —Theſe are all the capital articles of farm- 
ſtock in this pariſh. Poultry, and the uſual domeſtic ani- 
wals, are kept about every farm-houſc ang cottage. All tha 
inſtruments of agriculture are of a couſtruction ſuſſiciently 
KKilful and convenient. Incloſures, and the divitions of farms 
and fields, are formed, coumonly by the Galloway ſtone- 
dyke; which is ſometimes a double wall wirhout mortar, 
aud is often raiſed to the height of 6 or 7 quarters of an ell. 


Attempts ts produce hedges, for fences, _ never yet been 
ſaccgſciul 
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ſucceſsful here, on account of the vicinity of the ſea, the re. 
luctance of the ſoil, or other cauſes. The roads are good, 
and perhaps ſufficiently numerous and well directed: They 
are made, and from time to time repatred, at the expence of 
15's. Sterling, levied in converſion for the ſtatute-labout, 
upon every hundred pounds Scottiſh, of the valued rents. 
Peats, from the '\moratſes, are the common fuel: Pit- coal is 
obtained, for the ſame purpoſe, from England, at the price 
of 15 8. a ton; and it has lately begun to be uſed here in lar. 
ger quantities than formerly. The farm- houtes, and the of. 
ice houſes reſpectively pertaining to them are, for the moſt 
part, commodious and ſubſtantial; The «five houſes ſtand 
ufually at foine ſmall convenient diſtance from the farm» 
houſe, | 
qu | A 
Mas git In compariſon with many parts of the country, 
the pariſh of Glaflerron cannot be faid to be very difadvan- 
tagequſly ſituate iu reſpedt to markets for the exports which 
it produces, and the imports needed for the uſe of its inhabi- 
tant#2 Whithern' the iſle of Whithern; and Port- William ; 
the er are the neareſt places worthy ot being 
memtiöttetl As cats of merchants, hop:ktepers; and artifans, 
But't ex poktation is chiefly to England, or to the ſhires of 
Ayt, Rentfew, "ant Lanerk, in Scotland. Phe black cattle 
are X portéd, atnually, by land, to the great markets and 
tryſts in the northern counties-of England! February, May, 
and September, are the months in which black cattle are, 
every year, ſent to the markets. The expenee ol fending 2 
buliuck, from this neighbourhool to St Faith's fair, may be. 
reaſorably eſtimated” at 168. or 178. By the Fatigne and 
hunger of the journey, the animal fuffers k lis of fleſh equi- 


valent to 175. more. The ſheep, of whatever age, are ex 


ported, by ſea, to Whitchaven or Liverpool. For both ſheep 
BY | | and 
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and black cattle. however, the eſtabliſhment. and extenſion of 
manufactures has begun to afford a partial market in the 3 
counties of Avr, Renfrew, and Lanerk, which is littie lets 
convenient than the markets of England. The wool was 
formerly ſold wholly into Ayrthire, tor the manutactures of 
coarſe woolten fiuffs, which have been long carried on there, 
But the Eugliſh wool-merchants have lately found their way 
hither. The ſurplus grain, whether barley, bear, or oats, is 
exported tu Liverpool and W hitehaven : The quaniicy and 
value ot the bariey and bear exported, are greater han thoſe 
of the corn. Lime and coals are, among other articles, im- 
ported trom Whitehaven, in return tor the exports carried 
hicher- 


Examele of the Land boldors.— Fortnnately, for the improve- 
ent of the agriculture, and ot the rural economy in gene- 
ral, of the pariſh of Glaſſerton, the principal reſident und- 
holders have paid extraordiuary and bughly ſucceſsful uy n- 
tian to this abjedt. 

Ralbert Hauubarn an Eſq; of Phyſeill, in the gene- 
ral management of. his eftates, and particularly in the culti- 
vation of thoſe, figlds, which he retains. in his own natural 
pofſoſſion ; has eminently diſplayed that active and vigorous, 
yet temperate and rational ſpirit. of improvement, which 
ever contributes the moſt effectually to increaſe the fertility 
of a country, and to excite and enlighten the rural induſtry 
of its inhabitants; becauſe it is equally remote from the folly 
of the agricultural projector, who thinks no practice in huſ- 
bandry good, that was ever tried before; and from the blind 
prejudices of the ruſtic, who bolieves every thing to be abſurd, 
that has not been recommended by ancient cuſtom in the 
place. Mr Stewart has ſubdivided, and incloſed his ſields 


with excellent dry · ſtone walls; has adopted the beſt rotation 
of 
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of crops known in the country for that ground which he 
ſubjects to tillage z has imported grain for a change of ſeed, 
and ſheep to ameliorate the breed of lis flocks, from the 
moſt diſtant parts of England. He has very ſucceſsfully 
employed lime, ſpread as a manure upon the unbreken thr. 
face, to improve the natural paſture of ground whith it was 
not then eligible to plow. In the culture of turnips, a ſpe. 
cies of green crop flill too rare in this country, he has fet a 
very {ſkilful and fortunate example. The uſe of potatoes, 28 
a very beneficial fallowing crop, has been equally encotiraged 
by his care and ſuccels.* Having turned his attention parti. 
cularly to the grazier- farming, of feeding and fatteting blick. 
cattle for the market; he has conducted this bratich of haſ. 
bandry with a degree of activity and {kill highly advantage. 
ous to himſelf, and uſeful in the country. —It wodid be il. 
beral and uncandid to omit mentioning here, tliat, fromm mo. 
tives of true public ſpirit, Mr Stewart has ew hittiſelf par. 
ticularly friendly to theſe ſtatiſtical } inquiries, to the'reſearch- 
es of the Board of Agriculture, and to whatever collection 
or diffuſion of uſeful information, tends to enlighten and im- 
prove rural induſtry and oeconomy. „ 

| \The houſe. of Phys g/l is ſpacious and beautifully ſituate. 
The circumjacent fields ſpread out around it with a very fine 
effect. The vicinity of the ſea-ſhore is exceedingly interel. 
ting. The Plantations, within theſe grounds, are not exten- 
ſive, but not ſtunted or dwarfiſh. Mr Stewart has formed an 
excellent garden, which he has ſurrounded with an uncom- 
monly good ſtone and lime wall, full 14 feet in helght. lt 
affords great abundance of fruits, flowers, and pot- -herbs, 
both ordinary and rare, and of the beſt quality, 

The late Admiral Keith Stewart of Gerten had, ſor 
many years, applied himſelf, with great earneſinels, to 
| þeautify and improve his eſtate in this pariſh, Ile built on 


it 
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it a ſtately manſion-houſe, formed an excellent garden and 
ſcattered plantations over his grounds in that arrangement 
in which they ſeemed likely to thrive the beſt, to afford the 

moſt uſeful ſhelter, and the moſt ta gratify the eye of taſte. 
la his own natural pofleſſion, he reſerved nearly two thou- 
ſand acres of land, almoſt the whole eſtate of Glaſſerton (pro- 
perly ſo called). For managing the buſbandry of this tract 
of ground, he hired his upper farm ſervants, from thoſe 
counties in England, of which the agriculture is eſteemed to 
be the moſt ſkilful. He formed, at the ſame time, a ſquare 
of farm office- houſes, poſſeſſing every requiſite accommoda- 
tion for every fort of animal. ſtock, and for all the other uſes 
of rural economy. With equal attention, he provided all 
the beſt, inſtruments of improved agriculture, and breeds of 
me be& racęs of the different ſorts of animals to be fed upon 
his lands. In the ſyſtem of farming which he thus adopted, 
four. hundred black cattle, forty ſcore of ſheep, and a pro- 
portionate number of horſes, formed his animal ſtock. Our 
of the ao acres, about two hundred might be annually plow- 
ed to bear crops; and of theſe, ſixty were uſually platted with 
turnips: TL hree hundred acres, nearly, were occußfe vy gar- 
dens, houſes, and woods: Two hundred : acres more were re- 
lerved as meadow; one half bearing fown oraſſes; : te" other 
half, being bog, and affording only the unimprovet natiral 
ward. A number of day-labourers, varying from 50 to 70, 
were conſtantly employed in the farm-work on thefe grounds. 
The uſe of oxen, for drawing the cart and plough, was Zealoul.. 
ly adapted. For this purpoſe, the ſtouteſt and largeſt boned 
oxen were uſually ſelected, out of thoſe droves of Iriſh cattle, 
THe were continually imported, through this country, to- 
ards Lngland. At the age of 4 years, thefe were yoked in 
1. draught: They were wrought, in this labour, for the next 
4 years : On the Ich year, they were ant wann ee "yoke, 
and 
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and fattened for the butcher. While at work, theſe bullocks 
were plentifully fed with hay, ſtraw, or occaſionally j potatoes 
with the addition of a ſmall weekly allowance of corn. The 
oxen thus Faq" ab applied to labour, were found to have 
nearly the tie "Frength of draught as horles ; 3 but their 
Pace, under the yoke, was ſo r much flower than the ordinary 

ace of the horſe, that three Florghs « rawn by oxeg did got 
commonly perform more 1abour than | two ploughs, drawn by 
Reirſes would, ithin the fame ſpace of time, perform. "The 


100 


working bul: ole was, however, nöuriſhed: at one halt of the 
7 I 


expentc 61 the" ſliſteniuce to the worRing” horſe, and w 
much T6 nabe to dfeaſe. For plought ing ſtory age 
gf out; ehe or is lefs fit than the horſe; becaufe. "en: 0 


+ 


provph char ces to ſtrxke tipon'tiny obſtacle! fue 0 ch 
or root, in the furrow, the ox is too indocile and refr ties 
to Ao back with the ſame readineſs " the horſe, and ſuffer 
he plcuygnman to turn his inſtrument aſide from iche obſtacle 
OMe t cannot remove. All the agricultural ich rosea 
of the late Adthiral Stewart were pfoſetuted on à large elle, 
and at A bat expence, So many of them were, of heceſſity, 
merely 'txpetimental, that they cannot be ſuppoſed to have 
every ohe alfently repaid the expence at ' Which they were 
mide; with'a "reaſonable ſurplus of profit.” Bit they muſt, in 
the wle, Kive ſü augmented the fertitity' of the ſoil. and ſo 
iticreaſed' its vue by the addition of ſuch A'capirat funk | up- 
on it, thi the Winds: cannot, in the end, fail to Veld an cn- 
larged ptoduce and rental, more than ſufficient to compen- 
fare, fully, II the care and expence at which they Rave been 


improved. This highly cultivated Gortditibn df the eftate of | 


Glaſſerton, is undeniably a fine monument of the taſte, Judg: 
n and ardent e n of its late probrietor⸗ 
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Ii, Sir wart of Coftle- Stewart Joes not, indeed, reſide upon 


ATE 


his eſtate. in this | pariſh, bur it is, in his abſence, under the 


"* 24% 


ture of the e county, and the value of the eſtates under his 
care. In SS leales, and it in all his arrangements with 


the tétatits, ſv @ 


arneſtly eavours to hold our ſuck e en- 
courage ments, Aud to impoſe ſuch reſtrictions, as may 


5 8 10 


overcome obſtioats prejudices in favour. of old unſkil- 


fil praffice;. f nd, ts Þ 
that m modern 155 „ MProve 7. rural geconomy which promiles 
the higheſk e at ance to the tenant, 0 10 bis 
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much higher, than, it is, et preſent, in this pariſh, and 
throughout the. county, were it not for the near vicinity 0 of 
Ireland, and the goptinual emigration of great numbers of 
Iſh, labourers... A. lien, alert, and ſkilful gloughman, re. 
gives, taggther, With. his, hoard. in his maſter's. houſe, 4,1 
ſcrling gf, wages; in, the half year. A god maid-ſgrvant's, 
e plyally, fre thirty to forty ſhillings, in the half, 
6 3 beſide her,board;; Few or no, artiſans, refide, withia, 

's pariſh, except. ſuch as are employed ſolely in the cuſto- 
—. A their fella w. pariſhioners, and other near neigh»! 
bours, Their, wages, are in a W proportion to e of the 


binds engaged in fargelabours...... ot didlo Doc 
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Church, Serge The church Rands near to Giallenton- Houſes 


and is romantically emboſomed in wood, which ſheds around 
it a venerable gloom, as if it were a druidical temple, or the 
lacred grove of ſome Syrian idol. It was Þuilt in the year 
1752. The wood was at a much later period planted around 
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the church yard, by the late Admiral Stewart, to bide the 
church, that it might not deform the aſpect of his ornament. 
ed grounds. The manſe was built, 18 or 20 years ſince. The 
preſent reſpectable clergyman of this pariſh is the Rex. Dr 
Laing. 


| Antiquities and Hiftory—Of the ancient hiſtory of the Pas 
riſh of Glaſſerton, there has not been much recorded or re- 
membered. There were probably no fixed dwellings within 
its area, hefore the time of the Roman conqueſt of theſe 
ſouth-weſt parts of Scotland. Whithern, and all its nęigh- 
bourhood, were well known to the Romans: Veſtiges of 
Roman encampments are ſtill to be ſeen in theſe en virons. 
Ninian, the founder of the cathedral church of Whithern, 
and the firſt bifhiop of Galloway, is ſaid to have occaſionally 
inhabited a cave which is {till ſhewn on the ſeg- ſhore of this 
- pariſh, adjacent to the houſe of Phyſgill. It is probable that 
the Auglo. gaxons of Northumberland, at the time when they 
poſſeſſed the ſea-coaſt of Galloway, between the fixth and 


the ninth, centuries, firſt impoſed upon this tract, the name 


af  Glafſertan,s which, in the ancient Saxon language, and in 
its progeny, the modern German, ſigniſies the bare Hill: a 
name Which, at that time, might perhaps, be intended to de- 
ſcribe the lands to which it was given, as deſtitute of wood, 
while the contiguous grounds were overgrown with it. On 
the verge of the ſea-ſhore, at a ſmall diſtance from St Nini- 
an's cave, are the veſtiges of ſome ancient caſtle, which may 
poſſibly have been. built in the eleventh or the twelfth cen- 
tury, (to judge from the maſonry of the wall, and the outline 
of the foundation), and which might be. the original houſe 
or caſtle of Phyſgill. In the courſe of the centuries ſubſe- 
quent, the pariſh was erected ; its limits were defined; the 
huſbandry of agriculture and paſturage, was, at lenęth, 
fully eſtabliſhed here ; the labourers of the ground were 
emancipated 
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emancipated from the ſervile ſtate of villainage; the lands 
paſſed into the hands of the anceſtors and predeceſſors of their 
preſent proprietors; and that ſyſtem of life and rural oeco- 
nomy, which we have ſurveyed, was at laſt introduced. 


Improvements Suggeſted.— It is to be wiſhed and expected 
from the liberal intelligence, and prudent activity of the laud- 
holders, and the inhabitants in general, of this pariſh, that 
the culture of green crops may be more generally and heartily 
adopted; that new efforts may be continually made among 
them, to bring ſtill more and more of their moſſes and muirs 
under tillage; that the farms may be ſtill more carefully in- 
cloſed and ſubdivided; that the culture of wheat, in a cer- 
tain proportion, may be adopted into their agriculture.— 
fince where barley grows, wheat may, very often, be ſucceſs- 
fully produced; that the croſs-roads may be multiplied and 
improved 3 that, by the increaſe of navigation and trade at 
the neareſt fea-ports, and the introduction of new manufac. 
tures into the county,—the great market for the produce of 
the pariſh, may be, as it were, brought nearer 10 it; that 
beef, mutton, and pork, may be prepared here in large quan- 
tities, for ſea-ſtores, and for other exportation ; that, with- 
out deſerting their huſbandry, theſe good people may take a 
profitable ſhare in the fiſhery of the coaſts ; and, above all, 
that a paroch:al”/choot, which is unaccountably wantitig, may 


be ſpeedily inſtituted *,—H. 
ELL A Þ- 


Any inaccuracięs or deficiencies in the above account, are 
to be imputed, by the candid reader, not to the gentlemen by 
whom the information was liberally communicated, but to the 
perſon who arranged it for the preſs, and to circumſtances 
which have rendered. it impoſſible to ſubmit the proof ſheets of 
this paper to thoſe gentlemen's reviſal. For many particulars 
defeQive here the reader is referred to the very valuahle and 
elaborate accounts of the pariſhes of Sorbie and. Whithern, writ- 
ten by the ingenious and learned Dr Davidſon, and inſerted in 
the I, and XVI. vols. of this work. —F1. 
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VOLUME XVII. 


In conſequence of a letter from the Hon. Lord Eſkgrove to 
Mr M-Courty, ſtating ſome inaccuracies in the account of 
New Hall, and ſuggeſting the propriety of having chem cor- 
rected ; the following more perfect one has been drawn 
up, to be inſerted, (in the event of another edition), im- 
mediately after the article Pennycunk Houſe, in the hiſtory 
of that pariſh. 


New Hall Spittal, Q. 


EW HALL, about three miles above Pennycuick, on the 
north fide of the North Eſk, was in 1529, and duriag 

the reſt of that century, in the poſſeſſion of a family of the 
name of Crichtoune How long it was a place, and inha- 
bited by them, before that period, is uncertain ;z but the 
Caſtle of Brunſtoune, the ruins of which ſtill remain, about 
two miles down the river, and on the ſame fide, was alſo oc- 
cupied, by a family of that name, in 1568, at which time, as 
appears by this date on the wall, a part of it at leaſt ſeems to 
have been built. Whether, prior to the date of the earlieſt 
writing, it had received the name of New Hall, in contradiſ- 
tinction to an old building that had formerly exiſted, is 
not known ; but that this was the caſe is probable, from its 
having been the opinion of one of its proprietors that it was 
once 


898 Appendir. 

once à religious houſe; and alſo from the name of Ny 
Houſe having been given! to a building in ſomewhat ſimilar 
circumſtances, oloſe by it, on the labds of Spittal; both of 
which particulars will be more fully ſtated after wards. 

In 1646 it delonged to Dr pebrycook; and in his works, 
he mentions ſome particular plants found upon the ground; 
He was alſo proprietor of Romanno; a place not far diſtant 
to the ſouth, in the pariſh of Newlands, here, in 1679, a 
ſerious ſquabble, between two parties of gypſies, ſeems to have 
happened, that particularly attracted his notice. fn 1083 be 
built a dovecot on the ſpot, apparently to ſhew his Witz iu 
the following very homely dittich, vgs 03 AgTUCNIDA 

The field of 'gipiie-blood, which here you ſeey! 1001 1 

A flietter fot the 'harmieſs dove ſhall bee 
Along with this couplet are, the date, his owr/inititls,'and 
thoſe of his wife; (till on the front of the pifedn- hotile ; and 
though His verſes are but poor productions, and his wit of a 
low caſt now, he was one of the poets of his day. About 
this time, alſd, ſotme farms „ed Whitefield; between theſe 
two places i belonged to a for of the hiſtörian and Poet 
Druthmond of Hawthorndean, Drunmmond gs died in 
16 49. * 

In 170g, about the time of the ROPE New Hal WAS ac- 
quired- by Sir- David Forbes, Knight, who was married to Ca. 
therine Clerk, ſiſter to the firſt Sir John Clerk of Penny. 
cuick, and grandmother to David Rae, Efq; Lord Efkgrove, 


one of the Senators of the College of Juſtice, another ber 
being married to Mr Brown of Dolphington. 


On the death of Sir David, it devolved upon His eldeſt fon, 
Mr John Forbes, advocate, who, as well as his father, was a 
lawyer of very confiderable eminence.” He was coutin-ger- 
man, and deputy at Edinburgh, to Preſident Duncan Forbes 
of Culloden, when Lord Advocate; an apartnient in the houſe 


15 
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is ſtill Known by the name of the Advocate's Room; and two 
of the fields among the incloſures, to the eaſt, are called the 
upper, and nether (lower) Cumberland, Parks, The victory 
at Culloden ſeems to have been peculiarly agreeable in this, 
diſtrict. A farm to the ſouth, the property of the Hon. Cap- 
tain; Cochrane of Lamancha, is called Cumberland ; and on; 
the front of the hauſe belonging to it, is inſcribed, „William 
« Puke of Cumberland, Liberty and Praperty's defender, 
4,Gulodem Muir, April 16th 1746.” — The bodily, as well 
mental abilities of Mr Forbes, ſeem to have been remark- 
able; for it is related of bim, that he once walked from 
Edinburgh to Glaſgow, (44 Engliſh miles), and after return- 
ing on foot, the ſame day, danced at a ball in the evening, 
While inhabited by the Crichtons, it was an irregular 
caſtle, and, with its appendages, covered the whole breadth 
of the point; on which it ſtands, formed by a deep ravine on 
either, ſide, running up towards the Pentland Hills, from the 
glen of the Ek behind, The ground floor, in the front of 


the preſent building, made a part of one of its towers; it is 


arched above, with ſlits, for defence, on every fide, and its 
wall is ſo ſtrong, as, in one place, to have a cloſet cut out of 
its thickneſs. Some vaults are left, underneath the remains of 
a ſmall round tower, on the north, overhanging; the eaſtern 
receſs, through which deſcends a rivulet, in ſeveral beautiful 
caſcades, rendered dark, and extremely romantic, by the high 
and cloſe, and wildly growing trees with which it is filled. 
Over the weſtern, which is dry, though likewiſc ſhaded with 
thick foliage, on 2 point to the ſouth of the garden, was the 
chapel and prilon ; $, which laſt is ſtill remembered to have 
been uſed for refractory coaliers. A walk goes round this 
point, forming a noble terrace, from the welt end af the 
houſe, looking up the glen, and over to a mineral well among 
the copſe, and underneath the pines, on, the. other, fide. The 


Water 
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water of this ſpring : which is extremely clear, Was ache what 
of a hitteriſh taſte, and gives a"darker tint to the freeſtone 
rock; do which it runs to the river below. With 2 tft. 
ung afſiſtante from art, the adjoining part vf tlie rock, bppôſite 
to the remains of an old waſhing:houſe; and 166Rins down 
the irriguous and deeply ſequeſtered ptade bt hel, mülli. 
ately behind the place, might eaſily be cbnverted Tifth à de. 
lightful hermetic retreat. In a letter to phe propridte? Rom 
the late William Tytler, Eſq; of Woodhbuſelke, ef Ate 31ſt 
Odober 1791, be ſays, In my infaney, what Ar#at'New 


© Hall; the chapel was in! reins; büt the retmaftis ct the fovr 


„n were ſeen, and the eaſt gable! with 4 pöcnted archel 
5. window, was pretty entire. Oh the weſt ent Wis 1 Tal 
piece of ground, which Was edlled the CA PRINT, Ur the 
north de of which was a broad graffi aH; Tet With's 
Aube row of fine old ſpreadiſig beeches. f remaffbet to 
„ Heve Heard Mr Forbes ſay, that New HHH was A flies 
„ hole PRE 120d of Spitta Were libfptt al. finds" robably 
„db for ſülftaining the Holpital) Undeb efi2" Care and 
„tha ügltrtent br the felgibüs köuhdätion ö Neth Tal 
Thie teffworſes of tue churcli, fro the Hatneg GE mang dil. 
felent plates fri ths parih, ſem td He been very extenſive 
1 hv MUaftep g and if New Hall wil Bite 7 doit ofou? houſe, 
which is libt Unkel) it maſt Have been at; ber early pet 


oa! Thede is a thadition tilt hatided About that ths pro- 
prietors or this place Had the rigllt bf pit and gos, or 
the power of life and dedth' over rhe SARS and, in con- 
firmatlon of this, à ſtory is told, tlidt ö ö hech. after re- 
_ prites offentes, having chughit 1 yay tam brelking into 

the orchard, tem àt the foot of the- eaftörh reef, gave or- 
ders that he ſhould immediztely be fhlüt Up fn h Güngebn. 
His mother arrtwing at the cüfl le, fg Hutſt Gf HET fon, was 
told 10 go aid get fathé tefrefliment in the fal Sac ile ce 

1 | © ſhould 


r 


we A”. ON UP, - an 


W DO _ TO 
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. ſhould ſoon have a ſight of him; which ſhe accordingly did, 


and, an being taken to the bottgm .of the glen, found him 
hanging at a. tree on the- {pat where he had been caught. 


As it was, only done with the deſign. of giving the culprit 


an ind his mother a ſevere, freight, he was inſtantly cut down, 
but, it. Was. £00 late; and among the many imprecations ſhe 
ſent forth, it is ſaid one was a wiſh, that no proprietors 
ſhauld ever be facceeded by a fon in the eſtate.” 
My mother ſhall the horrid furies raiſe, 
„With imprecations.“ - Ghapman's Opry. 
Although. the effects of this curſe, DEN long ſince, been cur= 
tailed and ended, it is ſtill remembered as part of the ſtory. 
Mpans and ſcreams are yet frequently heard, at night,.on that 
hde,of the houſe, among the trees in the deep receſs ; and 
yhether.fram the rapidity of its deſcent, or its connection 
with this event, is unknown, but the ſtream itſelf is ſtill diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the name of the hanging burg. It is farther 
added, that, i in order to do away the blaſting influence of this 
maledidtion, t the maſter of the place ſet out on a lang pilgri- 
mage, and, leaving an only ſiſter, of the name, of Mary, he- 
hind, ſhe amuſed her , lonely hours with, the beauties af the 
ſcenery a around. About half a mile above the, hquſe, the 
banks of the Efk widen and flatten for a conſuderable way 
upwards, excepting at one place, about the middle of this 
caption, where, contracted and divided by 2 crafling ridge 
of limeſtone, it forms, a lin or fall, and, in ſucceſſive, leaps, 
pours ſelf into A circular pool, that, under birches, ſhrubs, 
and rocks, ſpreads i in front, upon a bank of peebles. hetwixt 
and a little green facing the ſouth. Up to this beautiful 
and ſequeſtered ſpot looks a promontory, formed by the ſud- 
den expanſign « of che river's banks: That part of it, moſt in, 
view of the lin, is marked by a round turf ſeat, that termi- 
nates a winding path, along the north brink of the glen, all 
Vor. XVII. 40 the 


oy N ee ' 
the way from the houſe z and from the attachment of that 
lady to this feat in particular, the Whole eminence has pot, 
and il] retains, the romantic title of Mary's Booty, A lime. 
ſtone rock in it, now working, has no other name but Mary's 
Bower Quarty.” Tue winding path can be rraced by" a 

Weng” Mrub, here and there, dropt ſinte, all its len, pth 
weltivard'; and on the eaſt ide of the feat, 4 Pant ren 
precipitates ovet the lime. ftone Etiiggs, Atnldlſt bircnes and 
copſewood, to the bottom of the gien, ubwards of 4 huhdrtd 
feet. The wHole" of this traditfott cas actidenrally told by 
an old coaller, of the name of James Dixon, in Match 1787 
on inquiring how the quarry came to get the name dt Mary's 
Bower; and has ſince been heard from ſeveral others, with 
ſome writting variations ; but from all, this inferetice! TH clear, 
that, at a period ſo early, as that ſuch an occured could 
Have happened, this place was 'in the bands of Aan iadepe n. 


dent lay proprietor. In the title- deeds, the fort afice of 605 
town is mentioned as belonging to it , and a Held among the 
incloſures between the Cumderland Parks, and ſtream cal. 
led Monk“s Burn, to the eaſt, is called the Toaltown Park 
where the tower once ſtood. DES SUN OOT 


7 10 the t ti me of Dr Penecuick, white Cela was 


olfowing the e King's army towards Worceſter, fome parties 
10 


rom Gener A Monk's detach nent, left "behind in Scotland, 
are Tafd t. 0 have been ſent to this neighbou rhood. According 
to this account, they had a ſkirmiſh” on he Har eymuir, a 

liftte' way eaſt'on the other ſide of the Water,” and 7 the 
Hattie of the See to a part of it that delcends to t ie lower 
banks of the Elk, in a point formed by the glen of that river, 
and Soothe that enters it from a rock on th © ſouth, called 
the Harbour Craig, This circumſtances alfy h ſaid to to are dil- 


tingnifhed a fiream, that enters the glen Th 7 ebind a 


8 mSFp 


cottage, with its rural accompanyments, i 
11010 9127 $ IO. 
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in 1 es conſider- | 
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tle N E nll below the houle, * 8 to the 
Steel, by the name of Mogk's Burn: One of the Pentland, 
by ſame thaught to be here ja corruption of Pictland, hills, 
avout à Mile up, from behind which this ſtream deſcends, is 
called Monb's Rigg (ridge); and the glade or holm through 
which the Ek wipds,/and, at the head. of which the cottage 
ſtands at, its mouth, Monk” $ Haugh. At t the ſource of the 
ſxeam, however, froh the, welt ide, of it. aſcends one pf dhe 
Spittal, Hills, near the ſummit gf which is a petrifying ſprivg.s 
and, advanging a little ſouthward, the other hill, from which 
allo, great way up, iglues ſome lime-water, of an incruſtiog 
quality, though not ſo ſtrong. At the foot of this laſt, in 
the verge a. rill coming down from between them, the old 
houſe of Sgittal, new roofed, and moderviled, now. lands. 
In the e title-deeds, the lands are deſigned, back pon. fore Spit- 
tal, and behind, at the welt end of the holiow formed by the 
hills, and en. the tide of the Eſk, which almott encircles 
them, are ſome ruins. once taken for the original Spirtal, d but 
which now appear only, to have been appendages to It. 4 rom 


theſe 2 two paths lead, the one to the Fore, ox Mit in at 
0 19494 01 911] 9TS1 97 


preſent, called, the Old Spittal, on the eat through, th 1 er 


and the other up t the, Elk, in the directiou of he 


＋ 21901 T5 (11.21 I 
For: b. In the angle, | below the ON Spittal Houle, 5 5 


by the but and Monk's Burn, a piece of very fertile ground 
is till called, the Glebe Croft; and exactly 'oppolite, fro m 


the other fide of the burn, riſes Monk's Rigg, with Moug's 
Road painting direQly to Queensferry and Edinbur gh, with 
Its foni-ſfoye in view commanding all the ſouth country on 
the brow, apd the ornamented rop of the croſs, formerly 
erected on its edge, lying at the bottom of the hill. Previe 
ous to the, etachment from Monk's army, therefore, aud 


this fngular coincidence of names, the ridge, burn, and 


haugh, from a very different deſcription of inhabitants, uad 
already 
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already acquired their preſent deſignations. As the monaſ. 
tries of Dundrennan, Melroſs. Newbottle, Newabbey, Glen. 
Jace, Kelſo, and Culroſs, belonged to the order of Ciſtertians, 
or Bernardines, who, by the religious profuſetieſs of King, 
or 'St David, ant others, were extremely rich; and the 
pariſh had its old name from St Keütigern, who was of that 
order, and a monk in the Abbey ef Calroſs, founded by 
Malcolm M*<Duff Earl of Fife. The Spittal was probably a 
hoſpitium or inn, and the road, with its croſſes. which alſo 
ſerved as land- marks, an accommodation for travellers paſſing 
from one monaſtry to another; the Back Spittal fuiting ſuch 
as went by the north fide of the hills. In confirmation of 
this, the weary and benighted traveller is ſtill conſidered as 


having a right to ſhelter and protection at the Old Spittal; 
and one of the out-houſes, with ſome ſtraw, is generally al. 
Jotted for that purpoſe, It is alſo remarkable, that there i; 
Nill an inn upon theſe lands, though indeed on a different 
foundation, niaking the firſt ſtage on the great roads from 

0 inbur; gh to Moffat, and Dumfries and Biggar, along we 
foot of hd Penttand Hills; ; and farther, it is called the New 
Houle, though nod a very old one, feemingly to diſtinguiſh 
It from che Spitals, in the place of which ir had been built, 
Thefe"Tand S, till l lately, held of Herriot's 'Hofpital in Edin- 
burgh. * laſt” proprietor who reſided at Spittal, where 
there \ is Milt a comfortable flated houſe, and fome fine old 
aft ti trees, "was 4 gentleman of the name of Oſwald; who was 
accidentally mot by his ſervant who' was walking behind 

h his gun, in going to Slipperfield Loch, in the parith of 

Linton, to ſhoot wild ducks ; and he lies in iir ee 
under the following epitaph. | LING 107 

Jacobo Oſwaldo de Spittal Marito bene merenti en 
Ruſſellia conjux moeſtiſiima, P. C. 115 51 


Marmor 


Marmor hoc quo aſſidens ſaepe curavi genium mortuo 
mihi imponi volui. Siſte viator quiſquis es, diſcumbas licet, 
et i, copia eſt marmore hoc uti ego olim fruis caſis. Hoc {i 
rite fecetis monu nentum non violabis neg manes meos ha- 
bebis iratos, Vale ct Vive! After his death, the property 
was acquired by Mr Forbes. F | 

The upper part of Monk's Burn runs pon rotten whin, 
of wich all.the Peurland Hills, to the eaſt of it, ſeem to, be 
entirely compoſcd; and about half way between Monk 's, 
Rigg and Haugh, near the burn, there is a chalybeate ſpring, 
of a very ſtrong quality, One of the Pentland Hills, along 
which a road to the north fide is for med, and ig part metal- 
led, is compolied of a rotten whin, of a beautiful reddiſh buff- 
colour, like Kenſington gravel, ſo much admired fur walks, 
or the aphearance that ſome kinds of clay takes when burnt. 

There is alſo on the ſide of the ſame road a thin yein of 
clay, of a light pink or lilac tint. This road has remained 
uniniſhed, and of courſe impaſſiole for ſome years, although 
it mighü be eompleated, in the molt ſulficient Me 
leſs than 150 J. Sterling, which would give a tull and e a 
ſupply of; hoth lime and coal, to thoſe on the, north f ſide 06 
the hills; while, by a ſtrange overſight, dyring this time, 
very large; ſums have been expending by the Inhabitants | 
that diſtrict, in uncffectual trials to obtain what they c C an ſo 
much more, caſily, and with certainty, at to imall an,EXPENCE, 
bring within ther reach, On the caſt of Monk's Burn there 
is no me z but on the weſt, not only the low grounds are 
full ot both line and coal, but incruiting, or lime ſprings; 
are to be faund, more than two thirds. of the way up, both 
the hills of Spittal and Carlops. This is contrary to what 
has been aſſerted, and to the theory of mineralogiſts, that 
mountains are entirely compoſed of primitive rocks, ſuch as 

whin- 
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ful, for, of the many attempts Nöte has made to get be- 
yond its reach, none, as yet, ſeem to have been more vyſuc. 
ceſsful than thoſe to diſcover the internal 11 of the 
earth, ſo as to aſcertain the rules by which th ws b. has as been 


formed. The various fe ffils to be found on t is rivulet are 


em 981 


90 A. 
enumerated elſewhere, i in the account 0 of the the pariſh ; 3 and in 


\ 101 


conſequence of the late remarkable flood n November 795, 
73% : (0140 


ſince writing the above, i it has burit 3 ;nto a coa |-waſte before 


* 


it reached the falls, and its outlet has not yet been diſcorer- 


ed this 3d December 1795. | 5 
A little below Monk's Haugh, ſurrounded With filz 


knolls, and, on three of its tides, by the wooded ban nks of the 
river, ſweeping round, far beneath, is a clear and dee lake, 
without any viſible ſapply or outlet, or change, ; at any time, jr in 


W, 


its depth, its waters always touching the "greer n ſward at the 


» © al hat, 


foot of its dry and undulating banks. Several year ago, the 
yawl of a pickervon or proviſion boat, 5 0 Bs one 
ifland to ahdtller, Had been picked up in the gulf of Mexico 
by à veffet from tHe Weſt Indies, and was ; ent as a curiolity, 
being built of cedar, to the proprietor. Being x re paired and 
phnted, it Was put upon the like, and adds to its beauty, 
Weed, Fröfti "tHe eaſtern extremity, the glare ot 4 fummer 
noon beg s td mellow, the fiſh begin to leap, and the boat, 
witli it UU enſigif ſtreaming” at its ſtern, thoots along the 
bright ſarfiee} dr Hoats ſtationary, and at Teſt en the Tmooth 
boſbm ef the like ben at this titne the ſan gets behind 
tho ornamented farm. houſe of Old Harleymufr, öh à height 
beyond the river above the Steel, and between and the Har- 
bour Craig, and throws his Warn empurpling“ ràys on the 


Carlops Hill, in the diſtance to tlie righr/tHe whole forms as 


enchanting a Picture as the peneil could fe! Between and 
the river on the eaſt is the Mairfield Qttarry, out of which 


the 
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the preſent houſe of Pennycuick was built, and alſo, though 
16 miles diſtant, and in part over a very bad road, the 
church and ſpi pire of Peebles. The ſtone hardens when ex- 


poſed to the air, and reſembles, in appearance, .the Portland 
tone i in England. 


On the ſouth f nde : of the Steel, and welt from Fine 


at the wefting of two glens, is a ſingular rock, of a coarſe 
ſreeftone grit, compoſed, of , ſmall ſemi-tranſparent peebles, 
reſembling a fuinous grey tower, called the Harbour Craig, 


(eragg). Among it its rude pillars and crevices are a number 


ol laſtials and dates, ſome of them much earlier, but moſt of 


them correſf nding to the time of the commonwealth, and 
1 ie 


the reign 0 Charles the Second. They are ſaid to have been 
the work of fo ſome of the Covenanters who took {ſhelter about 


345 1035 


it, on the arbitrary Proceedings and religious diſturbances of 
tho fc mes. 'S. The ears 1662 and 1666 are quite diſtinct, 


1167 511 77 1 


- 


among many ot ers. On 28th November 1666, at Rullion 
Green, ; a few miles, north, the battle of Pentland Hills was 


fought, , pod the laſt of the party, that appeared, i in farce, final. 
ly routed and diſperſed, in their, Van, back tawards this, 


quarter. 1 Aid! 8 \ [29 bon % 10 Nad guiod 


The e 155 to have remained, ng hon cul tha. 


all, and the, religious. houſe, if any; of.. it remained, FAS 
pulled down, and the preſent double houſe ereced.iniitsſtands 
with a.couple of wings. projecting from the front, and walls 
from theſe t9 tyo pigeopr houſes at a conſiderable. diſtance, 
connefted by.a Handle ixon rail. On the ſauth- weſt ade 
of this court w che, garden called the Chapel-yard, men- 
tioned hy Mr. Tyler, between and the weſtern ravine; 
which, behdes the. peeches he deſcribes, had alloy, on the 
lame ſide, a, ſquare, pond occupying its whole breadth, and 


on 
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on the ſouth, next the receſs, a row of laburnums, now of 3 
large ſize. North of the court were the offices, and in front, 
up to the high road, diſtant about hat a mile, extended an 
- avenue pointing to that end of the nearcſt hill, where, with 
an almoſt equal arch, and the ſame brightneſs of unbroken 
verdute, the northern hill of Spittal, on the other fide of the 
Old Spittal Houſe, paſſes behind it, and dips trom the view. 
At ſome diſtance from the pigeon-houſes, this was croſſed 
by another avenue at right angles, ſtretching ſouth-eaſt and 
north- weſt. Behind the houfe was a ſmall level green, ſur. 
rounded by a terrace-walk, terminating in an arbour to the 
'caſt, beneath which are ſome very old elder or bowertrees, 
laburnums, and birdcherries. This arbour looks over the 
dew waſhing-houle, on the holm, and river winding far be- 
low, before it turns round the Steel, that like a gently in. 
clined plain, croſfing an opening in the glen, ſhows its higher 
bank beyond, on this fide of the lake. On the other ſide of 
the fartheſt Spittal Hill, the Eſk takes its riſe, and about a 
mile and a half weſt, forcing its way midſt rough and pointed 
rocks, in a deep ravine through the Pentland ridge, betwixt 
the ſouth hill of Spittal and Carlops, above where it is croſſed 
by à bridge poder, the high road, it turns directly eaſtward 
to the Frith of Forth, Above this bridge have been found 
ſeveral | pieces of very rich iron ore; and a great way up 
the Carlops Hill, is a ſtrong petrifying ſpring. From this 
bridge, following the ſhape of a glen in which it is ſituated, 
runs 2 village, begun in 1784, with a triangular area at the 
turn of the paſs or den about its middle, and a ſtreet, ſtretch- 
ing ſrom it to the bridge, and alſo ſouthwards, forming part 
of the high road Go fect wide. Moſt of the houſes are 
covered with tiles, and flates. Having purled its way from 
the bridge, beneath the wooded craggs of the Spittal Hill, 
and a ſteep part of the high road called Woodbrac, the river 
winds 
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trinds in deep ſequeſtered glades under the ſouth fide of the 
houſe in its eaſtern direction and preſſes on towards Brunſ- 
toune, Pennycuick, Old Woodhouſelee, Roflin, Hawthorn» 
den, Melville Caſtle, and Dalkeith, where it is joined by the 
South Eſk, from Arniſton; Dalhouſie, Newhortle, &c. on its 
way to Invereſk, Müuſſelburgh, and the Frith of Forth. The 
principal gien, at the back of the houle, ſeparates Mid-Lo- 
tMatr from Fweedale, and Pennycuick pariſh from that of 
Luton; but beſides this one, wirhi a mite beyond it, to che 
ſouth, there are three others, with each its diſtinet caaracter 


und rivulet, all running parallel to it, and unnidg cheir 


ſtreamè, in ſucceſſion, below the Harbour Craig. Thus united, 
they jtn the Eſł between and the lower end of the Steel, at 
7 litthe g Haug about à quarter of à mite” below ther heufe, 
which, by taking a Juden turn and circuit nn meet, 
they aloft furromnd. | mb 250053 
What makes theſe 4 intereſting, is, that at this 
time, when the property of Mr Forbes, łhis place was di- 
tingtiſhed- by Allan Ramſay's attachment to-#p as:weltias 
to the proprietor and his family, in conte quence of., which 
it affiſted in forming, and was chofea by him for the 
ſcenes of that celebrated Paſtoral Comedy the Genre Shep- 
herd. While I paffed my infancy at New A tags Mr 
Tytler in his edition of King James's Poemsy «near; Pennies. 
Hills, zee the ffn this paſtoral pom abre diu tkłe Mat 
© of Mr Forbts, nd the reſort of many of the niterati A that 
time, I well remumber to have heard Ramſay recite, as his 
own production diffarent ſcenes of the Gentle Shepherd, 
particularly the 7 , before it was printed. I bekeve 
my honburable fricud, Sir ames Clerk of Pennycuick, 
where Ramſay frequently refided, and who, I know, is poſe 
ſeſſed of ſeveral original poems eompoted by him, can give 
the fame teſtimomy.— P. 8. The abote note was Mo'en to 
Vol. XVII. 4 H | « Sir 
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© Sir James Clerk, and had his approbation.“ In ſummer 
1788 Mr Tytler, when on à viſit to the preſent proprietor, 
enumerated among thoſe to whom he here referred, Preſident 
Forbes, Baron Sir John, and William Clerk his brother, of 
Pennycuick, Dr Clerk, and Provoſt Lindſay of Edinburgh, 
and alſo pointed out the room that had been ufually occupied 
by himſelf. Of the two firſt ſcenes particularly condefcended 
on, and which indeed contain all the firſt act, and moſt of 
the pictureſque ſcenery in the poem. The farſd is, 
A Beneath the ſouth fide of a craggy bield, „en 
Where chriſtal fprings the haleſome waters yield: 
And the fetond, [1 SDI 
* flowrie howm between twa verdant 3 2410; 
Where laſſes uſe to waſh and ſpread 5 
A trotting burnie wimpling through the . 
"I ne peebles ſhining ſmooth and round: 
| IENN V. l noeme. 
Come, Meg, let's fa' to wark upon e p 
This ſhinning day will bleach our linen clean; 
12 Amen the lift unclonded blew, 
Will mak them like a lily wet wi dew. 
1D n PeEGGYy! 5164557 
Gae farer up the burn to Habbieis How, 
Where a' the ſweets of ſpring and ſimmer grow, 
Between twa birks, out o'er a little lin, 
The water fa's and maks'a ſingand din; 
A pool breaſt-deep, beneath as clear as glaſs: 
Kiſſes wi' caſy whirls the bord'ring graſs: 
We'll end our waſhing while the morning's cool; 
And when the day grows het, we'll to the pool, 
There waſh ourſells. — 0 ON 
K 50 Ixxxr. 
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JENNY. | 

Daft laſſie, when we're naked, what'il ye fon, 

Gif our twa herds come brattling down the. brae, 

And ſee us fae ?—— || // 
Between the houſe and the little Meth where the Ek and 
the rivulets from the Harbour Craig meet, are ſome roman- 
tic grey craggs at the fide of the water, looking up a turn in 
the glen, and directly fronting the ſouth. Their crevices are 
filled with birehes, ſhrubs, and copſewood ; the clear ſtream 
purles its way paſt, within a few yards, before it runs directly 
under them, and projecting beyond their bales, they give 
compleat beild to whatever is beneath, and form the moſt 
inviting retreat imaginable, Farther up, the glen widens im- 
mediately behind the houfe, into a conliderable. green or 
holm, with the hanging burn, now more quiet, winding 
among peebles, in ſhort turns through it. At the head of 
this howm, on the edge of the ſtream, with an aged thorn 
behind them, are the ruins of an old waſhiag-hauſc;, ant 


the place was ſo well calculated for the | uic,it. had formerly 


been applied to, that another more convenient one was built 
about twenty years ago, and is ſtill to ba ſeen. Still farther 
up the burn, ' ayrecable to the deſcription in the dialogue of 
the ſecond ſcene, the hollow beyond Mary's Bower, where 
the Eſk divides it in the middle, and forms 2 linn or leap, is 


named the How Burn ; a ſmall incloſure above is called the 


Brachead park ; and the hollow below tae caſcade, with its 
bathing pool, and little green, its birches, wild ihrubs, and 
variety of natural flowers in ſummer, with its rocks, and 
the whole of its romantic, and rural ſcenery, coincides ex- 
actly with the | deſcyiption of Habhy's How. It was ſo 
deſigned, no doubt, to diſtinguiſh it from the upper diviſion 
of the How, either for the take of the verſe, and the allite- 
ration or initial reſemblance, or which is more likely, becauſe 


tome cottager of that name, in other parts of the poem called 
Hab 
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Hab and Halbert, and a favourite in the family, had at that, 
or ſome former period, choſen this ſpot for the ſcite of his 
hut. There are ſtill the remains of a cottage on the top 
of the north bank, Immediately over it, and the pool con- 
tinues to be the favourite place for bathivg.,, Farther up.1till, 
the grounds beyond the How Burn, to the welt ward, called 
Carlops, a contriCtion for Carline's Loup, were ſuppoſed once 
to have been the reſidence of a Carline or Witch, who lived 
in a dell, at the foot of the Carlops Hill, near a pais between 
two conic rocks: from the oppolite points ui Which the 
was often obſerved at nights, by the ſuperſtitious and igno- 
rant, bouncing and friſting on her broom, acivis thc eu- 


trance. Not far from this, on a heigat to the caſt, is a very 
ancient half withered ſolitary aſh tree, near the old manfion— ice 
houſe of Cartops, ove: hanging a well, with not another of 
30 years ſtanding in fight of it; and from che open grounds 
to the fouth, both it and the glen, with the village, and ſome 
ecayed cgitages, in it, and the Carline's Loups at its mouth, 
are icen. Ramſay may not have obſerved, or reterred to this 
tree, but it is a curious circumſtance that it ſhould be there, 


and ſo ſituated as to compleat the re ſemblance to the ſcene, A 
which ſcems to have been taken from the place. p! 
To en 

Act II. Sckxx II. ( 

57 a 

The open field. A cottage in a glen, | 
An auld wife ſpinning at the ſunney end.— 1 

At a ſmall diſtance, by a blaſted tree, | 
With falded arms, and half. raiſed look ye ſee, { 


N Vauldy his lan-. . 


The tradition, the objects of the landſcape, and the poct's in- 
timate acquaintance with every thing connected with his 
friends property, all tend to ſhow, that not only the ſcenery, 

but 


* 
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but the ſtory itſelf, was in ſome meaſure borrowed from it. 
In the third act Sir William Worthy laojents thc ruinous 
cordition of many of the particulars which diſtinguithed the 
place in the time of Sir David Forbes, and had been the re- 
ſult of His taſte and attention. The avenues are not onvtted, 
and even the tapeſtry which had covered two of the tides of 
the Advocate's Room, that when the proprietor took poſe 
ſellion, were literally in the exact fituation deſcribed at the 
beginning of the 3d act, 

—8ßKXFKe; xo chimney left, 

Phe naked walls of tap'ſtry all bereft, 
is taken notice of. The offices, and pigcon houſes and gar- 
dens, gave riſe to the following exclamation in the ſauie 
ſcene, ; 
My ſtables and pavilions broken walls ! 

That with each rainy blatt decaying falls: 

My gardens once adorned the moit coimpleat, 

Wuh all that nature, all that art makes fweet, &c, 

But overgrown with nettles, docks, and brier ; 

No jaccacinths or eglintines appcar. 
And it, as is prelumable, the name Worthy was given the 
proprietor, in compliment to dir David Yorbes, William has 
evidently been placed before it, in preference to any v.her 
Chriſtian name, merely for the ſake of alliterati n. In 1-84, 
after a vilit, the proprietor received the following verics irum 
Mr Bradefute author of the Statiſtical Account of Dunlyre, 
and late miniſter of that pariſh, a reſpectaole and iMgenious 
man, and who, trom his intimacy wich the late dir James 
Clerk, was alſo well acquainted with whatever related to 
Ramſay's compoſitions, and to the Gentle Shepherd in parts 
cular, In thele lines, the houſes of Glaud and Symon are 
i/uppoſed to have been the cottage at the foot of Monk's 
Zurn; and that of Harleymuir, on the height on the other 

fide 
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fide of the water above the Steel, and not far from the Har. 
bour Craig. The firſt is very old, and only the foundation 
of the laſt is to be diſcovered, a little to the eaſt of the pre. 
ſent one, ſeen from the lake. The verſes are entitled; A 
Morning Walk at New Hall in r, * re in Ro- 
bert Brown, Eſq; Advocate. 


Waked by the morning rays from fleeting dreams, 

I leave the couch inviting to repoſe, '' © 

To trace the ſcenes which nature ſpteads around; 

To pleaſe the eye or animate the ſoul, 

With recollections drawn from ancient times,—- 9 
We enter firſt the glen adorned with trees, 
Where varied ſhades and pleafing groves delight | 
The warbling birds that perch on every ſpray. wy 
The lulling murmurs of the diſtant Eſk, Pa 
At bottom of the woods ſalutes the ear; FM 
Beyond, the riſing heights covered with woods, 

And interſperſed with jutting rocks, invite 

The eye to trace, in beauty's waving line, 

The vivid landſcape, rich with deepening ſhades 

Which here o'erhang the glaſly glittering ſtream, 

Till from the widening vale the country op's.— 

The winding path now leads us thro? the wood, | 
Where Eſk pours forth her ſilver flowing ſtream 

In ſweet retirement, and ſequeſtered ſhade. 

We then approach the opening of the trees 

Where now the ruſtic ſwain enjoys the banks, 

Happy and blythe, not far his humble Cot, | 

Cloathed with the ſbining ſtraw, whoſe white-waſhed van 
Appear contraſted with the ivy's green. 

Before the door the partner of his cares 

Turns ſuift the wheel, and tunes the scottiſh fong, 5 

| vying 
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Eying aſkance her young ones on the graſs, 

Leſt they too near approach the river's bank: 

The cattle. ſpread. around now browſe the herbs, 
Loaded with dews delightful to the taſte. 

The watchful dog guards well the ripened corns, 
And faves the treaſure for his maſter's uſe. 

Near this a pleaſing riv'let glides along, 

Falls from the height, and forms the bright caſcade, 
Where hollow rocks ſurround the foaming pool, 
And form a ſhade to ſcreen the mid-day ſun.— 
From this we mount the bank to view the Lake, 
With ſhining ſurface drawn from chryſtal ſprings, 
Land locked and ſmooth, where oft the finny tribe 
Riſe at the glittering fly with eager haſte.— 

We now return and trace the river's banks, 

Studded with cowſlips, and with copſewoods crowned. 
Beyond, the proſpect 's barren all and wild, 

With hollow glens and deep ſequeſtered lawns, 

Now all at once, far up another glen, 

Midſt awful ſolitudes and darkſome dells, 

A high tremenduous rock erects his front: 

On near approach we found it deeply mark'd, 

With venerable names of theſe who fled, 

In Charles's hapleſs days, the haunts of men, 
Purſued by unrelenting bands who ſought 

Their death, and waged ignoble war. 

Here ſad the preacher ſtood with ſolemn pauſe, 

To mark, with outſtretched arm, the ſombre heath, 
The field of scottiſh and of engliſh wars; - 
Or what, more near concerned the liſtening croud, 
To point the fatal ſpot on Pentland Hills, 

Where many a ploughman warrier fought and fell.— 
Slowly we turn and leave theſe gloomy ſcenes, 


Sacred 
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Sacred to ſiglis and dee peſt heatt felt woe, 
To ſeek the pléaftng bins and purlitg ri | 
Where copſewood tHItKFS' cheer the wantering eye, 
Where honeyſuckle with the birch entwines.— üg, 
We enter now froth hence the weſtern ea 2 01 
Through which the Würfel ring sk potits forth W. l 
And view a paſtral and more pleaſing ſcene, n bah 
S:cred to fame: ah Feemed' frow Claſtic ground. 

Twas here à beautiful rècefs was found??? Fd 
And hence aroſe the ſcene of Habby' s How ; 

"Where now Appears 'betwixt two birks the ini, 
"That falling foritis the p501 chere bathed the Hfgfät, U 
"What here upon the green their ctgath (hey hid, 10 dro 
ie n 3 feat rectives” ſcreened from the fun, a nn 
P hazle au and honey ſuckle flowers 6) 9113 10 %, o 
Yob ſir at eaſe and recollect the ſong, * 47 £443 Does gie 
"While ſportive <; Aancy imagry ſupphes. © ode g’ 
Following the fiream'we view the Happy fps. 
Where*Claid © Wh Symon dwelt in times “of ld, t5: 
An palfea'the 5 oe 01 over the nutchröwfaleg 5 fit ol 0 
bee 50 Sir . hirn cheered poor Peggy bert d1no 
* d gde er Fielding to her Paties Ar EE 
Thy 6b. 0 Wa G x77 Sweeteſt PaRoFat värd l. lieg 
Ato fre 26H to paint the pleafing tale, 211 go:f>y 


And teich maßkindetne Charms of rere ltere. gaibe 


3: n bi! Todo fit mou wal bn enwsl or 


'3 TOO £150 


Among the belt of Ramfay" J (naler pro NiRtions le, An Ode 
to Mr Forbes, and ſome'v verſes on Mrs Fo ores, late Lad y New 
Hall, a8 thei is called, according to the | faſhion of 155 time, 
whole maiden 1 name, it appears, was Brite * So fond he "Was 
of the Place, that he begins "Ris barkily Sf dne Ur! Horact's 
Occs, as if ſeated at one of the front Wiiddhe BE the host, 
© Look up to Pcntland's't0wring tops, &. and ag an epitle 


to 


pa 
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to Gay the poet, either from this, or Pennycuick, where his 
patrons, the Duke and Dutcheſs of Queenſberry, have their 
portraits, and were, intimately acquainted, he addreſſes him 
thus : 

To thee fene * of Pentland height, 

Where fawns and fairies take delight, 

And rival a' the live lang night 

O'er glens and braes, 
A bard that has the ſecond ſight 
Thy fortune ſpaes. 

This is the only place, in the neighbourhood of the Pentland 
Range that looks up in front to theſe mountains. In the 
month of May, the bright green ſward of the Spittal Hill is 
often, on this ſide, half covered and ſtudded over with all 
the ewes of the farm, and their young ones, as white as ſnow, 
baſking above the river, in the face of the ſun, friſking and 
jumping about, or making the air reſound with their bleat- 
ings ; whilſt the ſhepherd and his dog, laid on a neighbour- 
ing height, command the whole, and ſeek the cooling breeze. 
When, in a fine evening, from the front windows, in the 
month of July, the ſun, with glowing clouds innumerable, 
inclines towards the weſtern ſh..ylder of the mountain, and 
his golden rays ſtream along its ſmooth and verdant ſur- 
face, touching the {lighteſt inequality, and deepening and 
extending every ſhadow ;, when at this time, the flock ap- 
pears over the lawns and trees, from the other fide, on its 
ſummit, and, ſpread like a white ſheet, gradually contracting 


deſcends into ihe bughts, about mid way down, where the 
milk-maids await, “ and,” as it is expreſſed | in the 4th ſcene 


of the ad act. Roſie lilts the milking of the ewes,” aitende 
by the ſhepherd, wrapt in his plaid, with bis ſtaff and his 
dog; it is impoſſible not to join in the requeſt of the poet, 


in that beaufjfal old sogttiſh c « Will you go to the 
Vor. XVII. 4 I « ewe 


LI 
* 2 5 
— — 
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« exe bughits ;“ 2 and a ſcene as rich, as truly paſtoral and ſul 
"Ve, 78 krequen! 2 pre ſented to to the. Eye, as ever Was, painted 
by Claude le  Lorrain, or "Thomſon, could, deſcribe... From 
theſe cireurſtantes,. he manners, ideas, employments, lag 
guage, and dreſs of i old inhabjrants ; the title of the for. 
per proprietor, by hoch the houſe wag hui; Ramfay's in- 
timacy with bis fon, and attachment. ta Ahe Place ; the ſhe 
ter there given to the. covenapters. pafare the reſtoration, 
which 3 1s commemorated with {9 uch loyalty and, exultation 
in the comedy 3. he mention made in it of General Monk; 
the tradition as to the witch i in the glen at Carlops 3 the,cox- 
reſponding. gener at at Habbie's Tow, and, about, the houſe, 
the ; number, of Hreams, birches, rocks, exſeages, anch glens, 
with. the natura] ſhrubs, and flowers grpring wild ugg the 
banks, togetber, with the ſuperior verdure apd, beauty of the 
ehe ken Hills, particularly thoſe in the tos. of the 
hayle 3 the reader may eaſüy trace, from, whence bays {prung 
2M all the incidents and paſtoral fcengny, gf.zhe Gebt 
Spee d mpſt;beamiful of our scorpth, pers. The: 
Sade sa eL. produces a very ,powenful. effect, upon the 
igngghazips 5, 29% hen it becames an gbjodt of attachment, 
moſhinfneare; and. give x correſponding. character: to tlie pro- 
0 ig of a:n9ct>-25. Mell a. af 2. paigter, is, ug ſtionadle. 
Aceh on afopayards may he madg, and rung mecha- 
viet};, Sogfthetiihyinceaſiog requires, into-domathiog like 2 
Nel wy e ,j,eô6 the t ombinatioxi, andimgt theo words 
themſ obi athatprotiuces thereffqcts iti from the: ſtudy of 
mut only uh dam acquire tho. itapie fons:poibe:codvcyet 
ta the aa ins faking deſeript bug gaudi poetx tie in 
that chracchcof his arzmuſi he. alivg toi the t Hα o a good 
lanidcipeq ovirft volle t fer [natineodigpen fuc b Hects as 
ſuit his He, in thoſe places here uflit greateſt number 
ob Them ire tn be merwith ; und in their diſtrabatiop and geo- 


louring, 


_— -, = — x, 0 
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wirke, ibn ne ene kite "rules that that Palßter does, 
#6"plirtb6 "the billy rofl ts Fame, in a mylar fpecits of 
cotpogtlöp. If it 16 Hire Wat is to de repretented, eicher 
an Pape er Cite, abr ebe tee, green, RAE not fit for 
er pieruke. Th ks ele ho eiclation Gf cuſtocr br incongrut: 
o ab" est töld pit. A Stenffötte's iufcnptione, and 
man) VE bike Peet aße were enpreliohs of the feel. 


ig EXERER By" te Feeds Among * which he ved, and ln 


wen kb uellgntker? aht in chis ee, as contlinipg the ori. 


gad Fröttr Whend? nis eügüztog Gefcripttons were drawn, 
the Kuladian fHchplictty oftnhe Leaſowes, has been à greater ob- 


eck or ciffolltY and fritertft, to pevple of getivine fenfibiliry | 


ail 85 chatt trees crow dd with the melt expenftve or- 
damen: Benden te naflö hal concern every Scotchinali in 
Siu df Hüft Have, in whatever relates to a performance, 
Whack, 2 2 Paſtötaf comedy, has not been ſurpaſſed, or per- 
WW VR £218 any language in the ſame Tight, as the 
ikniere Lhdifor be preletved, it was defirable "to afccttiin, 
lt dealt, HE Met fröm whence Ramſay had got löl pats 
rar defeHptle 8, ald fetnes, which are fo itim tabIN and Falth- 
fully ebd. Retordhngly the Gentle Shepherd uo foonte 
drew AU rAIrition, than every trifling ſtræamlet; In the direct 


_ tin of the Pebtländ Hills was hönbufed with © Hbiö's 


How y and Hävirg onde got the name fixeÞtpoiv iffthe witole 
ſcener yo che po cm was applied to the neighbourhaod,; wich- 
out proddtiug any evidence; that RaHHy hid everraſitted in 
the! placez:or had everian/opporcuniry ef ſeting the pot welt. 
Some forgettimgautm that Habbie's How was A place, Where 
the frethot ſpring and former gro, gave The name; as 
in the water of leutrois: do a ſpot which has nothing pecu» 
lar in itſeli un neighbourhood ; which is away from all inha- 


bitants bare und ſurvounded with marſhes; where there is 


fearcely acbirch ot ſhruby unleſs al ſtinted ſolitary thorn, or 


rowan 
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rowan ſticking but, a8 if dropt, by accident, from A rock, de. 
ſerves the hame; whete fot a flower, but that of whing, 
where the fofl is dry, is to be found 3 and which Ramſiy, 
froin having Ho” apparthit cohnection with it, of its neigh- 
bourhood, in all probability never fiw; or even heard of, in 
his life. On this actbünt, to rtmobe the dilagreeuble and 
unpleaſant ſenſations atifing from every ſpeties oHuntertam- 
ty, and as a matter of curioſity, it has been ende avouied to fit 
with preciſion, from whence the ſeenes of the Gentle Shep. 
herd were drawn. Although unconnected with the honour 
and hiſtory 0 of Scotland, ſuch a ſubj & is amuffög, And as 2 
matter © 0 curlolity may lead to improvement,” Curio y 


one of f obr eitlieſt and ſtrongeſt incitements to ache; it is 


the only road 1 tp wiſdom; iris the prime mover of pfatoſb. 
phers, as well as of children; it is lively, eiter la n; g ard 
innocent ir in its gratifica ion 3 ; and what is i the end of alt bur 
8 1191159, 5 
i 3313 OG 'f, 
ſome one o f thoſe paſſions or appetites arif ing fro 180 extra 
objefts, throvgh, the 1 2 of F j 
, ve gy and without 
whick} life 4155 bey beyond our comprehieh ion ? At chis the 
it is fo 17 5 remarkable, t hat, v wh)! TE arblay was 
01G ANW 20 5G 19911 
0 
antimate, Ml 1 757 of | Sir ] James "Gt I LL "the he Duke 
JI 193k 1 us 
was the chief fopport of Thon 1, who might often have 
| been | here along with him, and was UG Aitopuithed'for the 
Qelcriprions of rural life and feenery, 9 Of. INE ee 
ed, but are now again united; the FaktHert UF alle glens be- 
hind has bech flooded, "from" thre Hirbout” Craig vpward, 


epi en the moſt ityportant, but b py ne of 
2907 0 : 

1907 4 3 mati ob, 

which e the very e ſſence of bur 

Na, 1 8 Mops, and Spitta, all belong ed td Ne Fotbes; 

IM, and Gay the p wy patroniled by the 

and Nurchefs of 'Queentberry, ! ou in, eee Felde, 

accuracy and engaging fimplicity, as well as richneſs, of his 

"Theſe | properties, on the death of MY Forbes, were an 

and 
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and the banks are about to be covered with wood. An eg- 
riched obeliſł has been raiſed on the, higheſt, part of the 
lang bet wuxt and Mary's Bower, and a ruſtie hut near it, on 
a bold; point on the brink of the glen. The. incloſurgs and 
pieature grounds, towards the road and. hills in front, and 
the. plantations, bave been much extended, both dawn to the 
lake and up towards the village, near which, on an eminencg 
at the foot, ot the hills ,a romantie and arcadian ſcite has been 
choſen, for a monument, to their favourite paſtoral Bard. 
The pigcon-houſes, chapel yard, offices, and, railed in court, 
are gone, the Kail now ſurrounding the houſe of Parſon's 
Green, formerly Parſon's Kuows, that gave title to one Lo- 
gan a Juryman, on the trial of Archibald Douglas parſon of 
Glatgow, for the murder ot King Henry, (fee Arnot” 8 Trials), 


| A.tquare. ot offices are lubitituted for the old ones, and pla- 


ced at the head of a new garden, above the other old one 
beyond the ealtery recels, A large addition to the houte, 


beh und „ ; with, | butreſſes and pinnacles, and pointed windows, 


in the Gofbie Chapel raſte, trom a defign of the propriety 
own, is 1 pit compleating. t looks over the” bottom of . 
eaſtern TAVINE, A and the flat part of the Stekl, throu 1 hs 


3430 1917 dul 15 FN 


opening between the wooded: point below the < garden n and the 
other lide 70 the glen allo covered with trees, to o the igher 


bank of th e river beyond, raiſed and darke e ned "with piles 
that ro 1 it, a and. draws a kreen between and the © lake. The 
body of t! he hou e and wings remain, though much a altered 
within, : and the e old Hoithing is {till left entir „ in hat ki is 
called the Advocate's s Room, the ſpaces that Fig been for- 
merly covered, with, tapeſtry, being filled up with wooden 


pannels, ſimilar to thoſe on the other hides. f On the ceiling 


of the ſtairrcaſę is a vagant lgace,, which was Once occupied 
by 2, painting of Gapymeds and, the Eagle, and two 1 {tone 


£ 


Buſts of Pan and his wife coding. well exeguted, arc remov- 
WHWAS As: F _ GAED + ed 
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ed ſrom fomewhete abt ve heuſt, to che ft. ef UHE garden, 
Beides ſomebpies in !thuttbouls, area lahifeupe a thing 
der ſtorm, th wattleH,¶j fue, by Tempeſta, ity 
roth à rbk by MarterefHN A Moot Lint by Vahderheci, 
2 Piper by Fenitds, 8t Pruntis' i ,] by N Cartuechn 
Nendicant by Spagtnclbt, Keb gr With" Svaiphee 
of ſome merit, which is the only 610% orvikitient fett m Oh df 
te walls above the fire place. At'Molac's Haug fung 
mill and-dychouſe, aud below Hafbôuf Craig? a nt mil ha 
bern built. Oh the other fide ef the garden is a lalge field, 
called the Gternbrat park, oppoſite to tile Steel an@iHaitey. 
mur; which tends to the river, frofiting the bulk aud 
that has been #but 30 years in graſs. | Ir confequients of 4 
competition Wick two gentlemen ih the I6weſt Purtuöf Eaſt 
aud Mid-Lothidii as to the quality of their paſturesi d Weder 
ot two years old, that had been bred on the Hatleymuir, of 
tlie Linton blatk faced kind, wis fed other two yrs fü that 
geld, getting the cömmon rut of the ffock; and“beläg Kittel 
m December 178, one of the quarters, wth He Eidndy, was 
prodheded, "with tbfe vf the bther two gentfemterbsz at the 
Frenth TAU Edlntzürgzh; and war adjudged by't Cb 
t6' whIRf et parties belonged, as alſo by Mr Bayſe, the land- 
bord, told tHe bert of the three. The quarter, before toaſt 
ing} WHH1tke kidney, was 24 Ib. Dutch weight; and thert was 
1 one, thorlt welgtit, ö tallow, inclulit'g all that was to be 
found in the mfide of the whole Wedder.” On che fbüth fide 
of E tb rocks of Carlops, a ſmatt vaitey, Called the Cir: 


; "»' 2 ( 1 FLES 8 J 1 21 » 1 10 0 2441 5 © 1450 
jops Dean, erbſſes the glen behind, in which tue village 
e eee ene ede 
ſtands. Oppoſite to the paſs formed b | is open 


the rocks, it 

£4 vo 1h 3173 IKE, 10 HOTISYESIXD 10 JM, 36 THEN 
and wide, and the ſouth bank low and flat, with a hollow in 
« (11126271 ente om 71 HALO il gall 2113 gs 3000 
it, called Charles's Nick. It is narrower, and the fides higher 


I (1G1}. S:1 


and ſteeper to the welt, with the Carlop's Byra Ae 
chreugh it, and to the caſt it gradually deepens, till it be- 
comes 
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comes ther ſecond parallel glen behind the houſes» The Car- 
pk Glen connects it wirh the, Eſkat the village; makings 
pals between the two, and the glen, deſcendiag from the 
Harbour Craig. receives tho ſtream. at its loweſt, extremity, 
and-upites) them betwixg the houſe and the. Steel Woſt 
from; the2rockgy the. Nean guns along che foot of the, Carlop's 
Hill its hne Jengtheo and aſſumes a paſtoral ,and, ſingular. 
appearance; 5 From the /flay. at the bottom, riſe three little 
gratri(hillss at « equal; diſtances from each. other, and alſo; at 
equal difianecs from, the two fides of tha, Dezn, called the; 
Holehaughn Know; Dun Kaim, and the Pickes.Cnaigi, Ihe 
firſt. andi laſt axe almoſt. perfect cones, cee ern 
rt. and. Af the fame fize, with this only difference, that the. 
ſt js; ſharper athan the other, with a rocky fun gif full of 
dug eren rn, Kaim is triple the fize, af the end ng. 
gs Net Apps, ditkewiſe covered with, dry, ſmagrh, 
Ky apd.an the, midgle is quite flat on the top, ;It, and the. 
Wfrhauph Know, are: ſcen from the ane eh She 
bigh banks; gag: ſcensry,argund, js of the, The cupiform. pers; 
due 3 and;allthg-trandjonsexcept the ſymmin gf, hg az 
Craig, and bg dharp. Paint of the Know, arqeraduzhang any 
dalgzingu, O dhe middle cop of Dun Kain, It qs pT 0 
erect the mapurpent, to Ramſay. From, the, bank Ig the: 
Carlos Eilsen the Know and P. „Raiba fe ſcenes 
"3 high caſeage,, a FAG rivulet called, e, Ti, Hurnnbhat 
bg rygning over, ſtrata of jon, and red: ang. whits uwe bee 
immediately joins the Carlop's Burn, on thę other ſidg,of tlg 


Deag, On. th A of the 1. bank, opgolirg 48, Dyp., aig 
and in a para , at "Ut a ce er 
2 501 5 Felis F . 

1 7 s or A RI ons o after depths ; 58 nd betwixt It 
, Eq, t e bank is com poſed of ee — 


the Apt 5D 


7 «TI 118 © 
of ne _ 3 5 I! bo 1 green, white, 


Zalaau 2 
50 Pic 10 <0 2055 riſer or on, ad L a. e re. 0 
Icket 
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Picket Craig, is a eavern, from whence iſſues a clear til, 
which was made by 3 ſearch for, l lead that was attended with 
ſome ſucceſs, ; an old Toth having, ſeen, ſome ſilxer that had 
| been extracted from i it, but which was akerwards dropt. The 
little caves, on the ſteep ſummit of the Picket C. are ſo 
| deep, that a hare being puſhed by the | greyhounds, in court 
ing. a feu y years ago. and having taken to one of them, was 
got out, with the aſſiſtance of a terrier, with, the greateſt dif. 
; Rculty. Over all theſe, fronting, the ſouth, riſes with an 
arch. the Carlop's Hill ; the ſame bank. however. continues 
"behind one of the "rocks, which i is 2 projection from it ta the 
5 Elk, and the inclined plain above it at the bottom of the 
ill directly over the village, i is called the Lead. Flats, Out 
a of the ſmall diſtrict of e country between this bank c alled Lead 
a Flats, and a ſmooth r round hill betwixt and Linton. called Lead- 
Haw Hill, all the Glver is ſaid to have been got, from the lead 
found there, with which Mary of Guſſe. Queen Mary? s mother, 
paid her troops, during the turbulence of her, ; Regency, At 
the foot of the Dean, eaſtward before it contracts and deepens 
"Int6 a gle ten, is " eee ſpring, called the Rumbling 
6 . "Which ee near Half ; a mile ſouth, yn the other de 
"ef ume qui iy, here, in confequence of a diſpu pute between 
r Uf che Wörkmen, about 12 years ago, a cove being put 
inte ic, Was carried afl the way through, and came out at the 
"plate firſt wentioned. The ſtream belong ing 8 4% the third 
glen, that meets the laſt one at tlie Tb Craig g, in conſe- 
guehes of the workings of the codl;"atthoup Na much greater 
body of 'water, Hkewiſe difappeate, about a quitret' bf a mile 
above \hat- rock, and- ſudderily burfts'oe with à fall, almbſt 
in front of one of its ſides. The HWoneXbcE'Ar the Raubling 
Wen is of à dark grey cold ur, almoſt black, Wha great 
number of wiite ſhells, reſembling "ferkw:nans, "of difletent 
. it; and * in ſuch large blocks, and ſa folld, 
that 
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that anne Bf the "af Hine e houſe made [2 rom it, 
"Ya Pain eq 4 = 5 11.5485 voy 


e io to any cign Mar Between the third 
4 . 75 le, TIT 
Kite and e lee „Very extenf ive feld of. coal 


015,218 . vis iis rm TTY 
55 o 7 Workin 8 wy Tock, called \the f Ha 
e 


rbour Craig 
"kk 916 9181 111 91757541? 


0771 
coal 5 an int + of . di ff. rent 
* Mes pe of 'S 2? £ 7 i 5 
from th e Mane 5 Wd Anke Burn, o 


a good quality. 
* 7 Oey! var 5 99 7 
"I RE econ Hen, ac a cr! imbling Pa rock, the whole 


ado He bank, produces a face © ure ns ſand, u upon 
An mid l row.” Between and the Rumbling, Wen, 
"WH or the Wort fide of the houle, was ud lay 10 ge pigce 
bf Uiangs net bar, and above che limeſtone © "out \ of he oi 

WA RICE" Bed'of day 'marl.” In Gigsing a ab with w 

the 1 are commonly filled ave een g gots Ps 2 
tidufacfy o — eaſt fide of Monk's * urn, and between, a op 

"the Spirtar Wits; peb bbles and bloodſtores, lope pf ' 
Have Been fot Irito © very beauritul, ſeals. A Lnmediatel LM 


fr wy ST$ $0.0) 


"the 'chaljbexts” Cr king, or Monks Borg i a thin | Tatum of 

lime wi Ws be of blue till. over it, in phi ich, VE been 
8 212 _ WIHCT ASI 2043 10 100 

"ua the entire perrificd thc Us mentioned Eligwhere moſt of 


80 wick 2 are 64 the ; proprigtor” 8 pollefl on,.. H&2® rows he e Royal 
Hills, ad ah the ide of the Eik at.the foog of them below 


Nil io Stupid 


| the jy jun ion of two  rivulets, 15 <4 aue vallgy dye 
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| green "mounts riding, out of i it ; and at the, catreaury;afphe 
grounds to the north, og an. emingce cg andi aghe abuſe 

trick of the Forth, frap Inch. Keith upwards, Alf. Boge 
| n g ; abovs the heath, called. the Bgar, Stanga, nn 
89c of ths hills; rhoug> che, fhoming as che- has brd 
proximity to the, capitals chere are 3» confidenahle haf 
grouſe, ꝙ Alon the Herten muir 40 Shatfeurh., Insel. 

there is good hinge though, moſt at the rs r 

but n ghe Mayfield . h rg lade large Hd nnd Gehabe 

uf in fuck, abyndencgn that 2m. rds, Dave brenok I; 
$#eh 24 dozen in a couple of hours. The prriridges are 
Vol. XVII. 4 K pienty, 
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plenty, particularly in the ſpots of corn a little ay up the 
hills, from whence, as they always fly downwards, they are 
eaſily marked i in, There are numbers of ſaipes i in the .ruſby 
places below, and the hares are very numerous, but afford 
little ſport, from the proximity of the woods, glens, and hills, 
to one or other of which they take,, immediately on, being 
ſtarted. The indigenous plants are chiefly oak, aſh, elm, 
aſpen, Scotch pine, and ſpruce fir, wh nich ate beginning t to 


7187 


tow themſelves ; ; birch, ' which is Ae prevail ing wood, rowany 
geen, fallow, alder, birdeherry, hazle, black and Mee thorn, 


of the laſt of which, i in particular, chere ar are ſome yery beauti- 


ful and venerable buſhes, elder, brier, juniper, bramble, raſp, 
honeyfuckle, ivy, common and eyergreen bilberry, FRED: 


crowberry, the carguus helenioides, and on 55 top o f the 


Carlop's Hil, which | is the only one okt the F entland range 
on which 1 it is to de met with, the cloudherry. Fl 5 anime 
are, foxes, hares, a few rabbits, ermines, pes ſels, ; mol es, rats, 


common and 12550 mice, adders, Now > lizards, the common 


lizard, toads, fr rogs, Sc. and bats are feen Alutterin giddily 
abo Sue n c e evenings. At times are ſeen ull rom the 


1 A Gberhe ad. wild ſwans and peefe, and a variety of 


keg white 1 fowl, with large creſt and e otub, has ap- 
ng EY 11 toes. Oa the Jake is the wallard. teal, co- 
lymbus auritus, one of the dobchicks. On the ſtreams, the 
heron, water rail, water ouzel, ſandpiper, and wagtails. On 
the marſhes. the ſnipe, the azaadeeckn- winter, the reed ſpar- 
row, the marſh titmouſe. On the rocks, the ring ouzel, 


which has a few ſhrill plaintive notes, and very much the ap- 


pearance and manner of a blackbird, and the ſonechatter. 


On the moors are grouſe ; one of theſe being almoſt ſhot to 
pieces, its Romach was entirely filled with white moths, very 
commen among long heath, curiews, lapwings, and grey 
plovers, Ou the fields, the heu harricr, partridges, land rails, 
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ky larks, corn nb ſnow bunting 8. ' field fares, moun- 
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tain finches an d the goatfuck cker, or night | ſwallow. In the 
Bente Cech and hdpe f. ſparrows. In, the woo s. the 
büzzard, ſparrow- Hawk, Jays wagpie, crow, ring dove, of 
which "there ate great Hümberz, cuckoo z, a a young, cuckoo 
was fett at the head ol Monk? Burn, flying a after a titlark, 
from nich it got the fl gnals when, to Keep out of danger, 
by following his guardian and guide; it was alſo frequently, 
odlerved feeding him, when the little ourſe, to, get at his 
mobrh, gen nerally leapt on his back, and made him turn, 
rod his Read, which was as big as the other” s whole body. 
Tue cröfsbifl, attracted by the cones of the ſp bruce, the plates 
of WRICK," to g et at the ſeed, are found i in numbers folded 
balk with great dexterity 3 the bullfioch, ſiirling, thruſh,, 
blatkbird" redbrealt, linnet, all the finches, and titmice, in- 
cluding The bug and the long tailed one, alſo a very ſmall 
and beautiful bird, the creeper, like a little mouſe running 
up the trees for inſects; the yellow, common and golden 
creſted wrens; the ſwallows about the bouſe, i in ſummer, and 
in the woods, at nights, the owl, horned and ſmooth, In 
1784, a hoopoe was ſhot by a gentleman, in n coming here 
from the Whim, in the Pariſh of Newlands, a little % the 
ſouth, i 
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To the above Appendix the following obſervations are re- 
queſted to be added: After the word de/cribo, page 61 8, line 
3, add, The wawking of the faulds, gives the tune to the 
very firſt ſong which opens the play under conſideration, and 
was naturally pitched upon, where ſuch an occurrence is al- 
ſo often and ſo ſtrikingly exhibited _ Gor —E for freight. 

read 
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read fright, do, line 7. for proprietors, read proprietor.—p, 
G02, 1. 24, for hill read rill.—p. 608, 1. 9, for ſouth-eait aud 
north-weſt, read ſouth-weſtand pprth- eaſt, — p. 605, for fruis 
caſts, rezd fruiſcaris.—p. G17, J. 7. for rival read revel,—do, 
3. 22, for inclines read declines.—After the word ſcenery, p. 
620, read the following ſentefic :' Ramfay was an enthuſiaſt 
in scottiſh maſic, and beſides his own, which are numerous, 


he has made a large collection of Jongs. wrote by qthers of | 


aa iP. * 280 Tt 
his countrymen; and it was in all probabiliry, from his con- 
nections with him, that Gay, whole genius, originally, ſcems 


to have been of a very ſimilar caſt, has ſhown his attachment 
to our types in, his celebrated play of the Beggar's Opera.—, 
To the „ dejcription of Leadlaw | Hill, add, And, the cxcava- 
rions vials in conſequence of working the metals, at the 
ſoutheru extremity on the north ide of the Leadlaw. Hill, are 
ill called by the inhabitants, the filler (ſilver) holes, 
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Relative ve f o the Account of ſhe Par; ih f Lat! heron, in n Caithneſs, 
FI} en THE Q \ 
ge 24. 
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On the celebrated eſtate 6f 'Lirigwe't is the Forrsr, or 
Ox p of 'Calthrefs, of which there is the following account 
in M-Firlane's Geehrt cee M. S. in the 1 
 vothte's "Libtary. © 
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HE hill of the Ord is that which divides Sutherland 
aud Caithneſs. The march is a {mall rivulet; called 
* The Burn of the Ord of Caithneſs, which takes its riſe from 
© ſome ſprings near the top of the hill, The ſouth ſide of 
© the hill is very ſteep, ſloping all along to the top of a rock, 
which is many fathoms high. Croſs the ſouth fide of this 
hill is the common paſlage to and from this country, "The 
road hath not been fo very dangerous, as at firſt view it 
would appear to the traveller ; for the whole face of the 
hill, to the top of the rock, has been covered with long 
heath; ſo that, though a perſon's foot might ſlip, he was 
not in great danger; but whether, through moor burning, 
© or ſome other accident, it hath happened fome few years 
ago, that the heath was all burnt, and now it looks more 
* irightful than formerly; but the road, by the pains of 81x 
© Jamss 
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* JaMEs SINCLAIR of Dunbeath, is made fo broad, that 3 
horſes can conveniently ride it abreaſt. A little to the caſt 
of the Burn of the Ord, which is the march, there is a 
pleaſarit green "moat; calted the Dirhglafs; 45 high as the 
top of the rock. Since the heath was burnt, paſſengers, 
who obſerve, may ſee; the veſtiges vf ditch, digged up 
from the moraſſes, about a mile above the top of the fore. 
faid rock. The top of the Ord is large ꝙ miles, of bad 
road, to the ſouth-weſt of the church. 
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Statiſtical Account, Vc. 
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5 the Rev. Mr JoRx Incl 15, Miniſter. 


Name, 


MONG ſtrangers, and in the common almanacks of 

the country, the name of this pariſh is Trppermur ; 
but the otthography adopted in the title, which is univerſally 
in uſe among the inhabitants, is abundantly juſtified by an- 
cient writings, and the probable etymology of the name. 
In a charter granted to the monaſtery of Scone, in the reign 
of William the Lion “, it is written with the Latin termina- 
tion Tibbirmora; and in Fordun's Hiſtory of Scotland, it 
is Tybirmore : Conformably to this ancient orthography, the 
name is underſtood to be compounded of two Gaelic words, 
tuber and more, which fignify a large well, referring probably 
to a plentiful ſpring of water immediately adjoining to the 
church - yard. 


Extent, Situation, and Surface, —The pariſh is, from eaſt to 
weſt, about 6 miles long; and its breadth varies from one to 
three miles. It is bounded on the eaſt by the pariſh of Perth ; 
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See the chartulary of Scone in the Adyorate's Library, 
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on the north, the river raul (jnmtto cn tlie pariſl 
of Redgoriow/ intbgiroowihilled? ths Bow: from tha f 
Mothven j off He welt wh urine bythe pridwor Gul, 
ard Otti the fchtig BAH beer Wwrbvotiandidbordrlpy.r Bbc 
ſur face; Withedb bewog MDI νννννενοννν verifies: Abo- 
Wards th weſt, WEAn bbs ofa ſlap ſuem ich tuin erth, 
reit ing in w νfν]9—̊eαννα“ðe u leu gt ad Aq trd- 
the 6aſtp the gregtos pant fi t hal fields ting doparthad vaultd 
endode the tort1:of mA randy tome un icat cy / nſſntp 
deſcent, with nde Hain dong e bun ks of be pingr. 
n 512907 ni e1859qs NH οονꝗᷓ yiVv ernghde dat H Jo Hl 
2 N and) Difonfabg-Ehei ar, though rat hen anaiſtoischat 
qacebuntedagheality range Uther ves PRptiple hy Ofbffpl d 
Abgrs, n= wall u iprthev/ nughbouring Ihe, , AN, 3346, 
which; frum: time ,mmemarialy:bgbieant thei:fagls ROWNPP 
Miſenſe af the couotryi hes, ito th eſti a meaty e 
y diſapprate d. without any miturabquarſe, f ſuſſicant day 
portance; being hitherto a(Bgned fortitoworct ni beau 
»y:is/97 naiflaggol you G1. 1990! 5 wow ,nofil 00 boo; 
yi -1allerwey Wi/p Enprieure, and Cu tine Th ih con- 
Atains about nh Sentch acresz if stheſg why abs under 
woodjptgG nm matt of an n vu νν, tic fuonithes 
the ſubunding inhabitants, ut bipcatiider ddaby more 
ain theMate of uncultivated heat lÞ3nabd 1qhel xdmainder, 
. about 42 89, ard all qrableqpronndy>ingh ili blu Hun 
The cultivated land cui federal hvieties EG To- 
-Wirds the eaſt, upon the banks of the Almond N is fandy 


loam; near to the town of P erth, Jomewhat of. a; clayey 
-cooGflence.;. a0d.mpan Abe higher grounds; mote lighe and 
thing with » gravelly bete. "Towards e ef Abe pont 


1 rather Fold, and öl iin Mc oxcafions many of 
the Beldata- he wet-, bus thit ſurface kalba. unter lch ſtab dig, 
Lelerably fertile; and thougl, in ſome places, it partakes 3 
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dhe late ITE f Kinnoul}, as the facher of; 
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little of the nature of moſe, the greater part may be claſſed 
under one or other of the different kinds of loam. 
The whole: patiſh, excepting about 53 00 acres, is the pro- 
perty of the Duke of Athol and che Earl of Kumnoull; and 
the land is eultivated by about 60 farmers, great and ſmall, 
in a thriving) condition. In no place, perhaps, are the late ra- 
pid improvements in agrieulture more remarkably examplißed 
tham in this particular pariſſi. About 3e years ago, it was 
diſtinguiſhed by its poverty | at preſent its ſurface exhibits 
to che eye à rich and fertile proſpect, and the increaſed 
wealth of the inhabitants very properly appears in their im- 
proved manner of living. It is alſo pleaſant to remark, that 
the ſpirĩt for agricultural improvement ſtill appears to keep 
pace with, if it does not even anticipate, the farmer's ac 
Rio of wealth. In one particular view, indeed the cha- 
rafter of the farmer's mind has undergone a moſt impor- 
tint aud happy change: Formerly, he was ſo obitinarely 
prejudiced in favour ot the practice of his fathers; that he 
could not liſten, without a ſneer, to any ſaggeſtion relative 
to new improvements ʒ now his prejudicet are ſ&.complerely 
removed, that he is eager to know and-underftandwwharever 
improve menti others are attempting, and even to aden ſuch 
as appear to be reaſonable, though at firſt apm th mall 


ſcale which prudence] undoubtedly dictates Whar better 


ſubject could the Agricultural Bocieey idefire 2 wer- 
than a farmer's mind in this particular ſtate 1 
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» While che preſent proprietors Vie with one "another, in 
promdtiiig of King ſpirit, it is imapoBble not t remember 
ricultural / im- 
which, from 


proveme ha extenſive, iſtrict of the, 2 


its loch Mein ahd cher citcttmiftahces,” kppeired feat füſ⸗- 
cemible of duch mdlier ation. By a lin tren ννje f His 
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The prineipai tropg arb vats; barley or bear anf Glover 
with rye-graſs. Wheat alſo, though not hitherto univerſiſy 
cultivated, is hedoming every year. more eommon. A"prijh. 
dice was long enterta ined againſt ſowing wheat upon fiells 
that are naturally wet, from an idea that ſucks u f When 
ſwelled witht he winter rains, would! be; apt tb cht dt the 
roots of the young plants; but axperiehce, has deav iy then 
that this objection, howęver ſpecies in theory, iIvnotemitied 
to much practical regard ;+—where gatly ſowing has been at. 
tended to, the, wetnęſs of the foil. has; ſeldom; if ever, ru 
ed fatal to the crop of wheat. i Peaſe and beans dmving been 
found precaribus. crops, are rather leſs cultivated chu they 
were ſome time ago. Turrips, though not altogather ne- 
glected, are neither. a general crop, nor raiſed in rdat Nuan- 
tities. Where the fields are wet, the farmer is afrkid oi 
poaching the foil, in carting them off during thel winter be- 
dides, che conſumption of the butchet market ofuerth is by 
no mea us equal to the fupply of fat battle which Alis: widr 
and rich bunt around is capable of affording zo and m 
fern r, WHO. might other wife have large Grilds, bfi:tarnits, 
are thereby induced to content themſelves with ſuch a quan- 
tity as they find to be uſeful in rearing their r 5 
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chiefly for family ufe. Flax is by no means a crop high in 
tHe eee beſides the N Ae it 
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cher viewsnrairde fn om er erh nd do. 
prepared them to iſe and execute edel Ran of improyement 
as man, in a more depreſſed ſituation, will never attempt. 
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Hill hiahemuſt undaubtgutyſ beran up ant objrpon with 
farmer who hure hals dung im the town of Renth, at the rate 
of 3 s,ẽi r the hrt load and afcemvands carry id in 
{omg inſtancedſiv econ ſa bmites moni o nes 34 165) 
Sinseſthe datecmaped ibftraduciion: of fallow, | whine intend 
Semi panfu gr wot been-ſy Feient time for any 
pantieulada atatiomof cure obtaining” ſuch a deeided prefer 
rentryds au hemnivcyfatly adopted; but the foltowing is the 
coragionmoſt liketytoliprevatÞ 2p, year, fallow Ad, whear, 
with 4h& whole: dubg of the farm, and alfodimerbceatotiilyy 
-»-3daptaiby or dlover and rye- graſs, and perliaps affe π,Uꝭů- 
nip sa iigh ure found to anſwer tolerably well without dung 
<=qthzebagloy or bear; —grb, clover and rye-graſs ig, 
cats tus ei i hst oily 14 0% „ 919d VF > .eoiis 
Themplemepts af kirbarndiy Ou been gradually improv 
ing foo Hin Wyrats. The old Scotch plough, indeed, lung 
waintaittedl at rννẽ¶ů in dppotition to a vH ty of: others, 
which ere ſurreſſively tried and abundomtec y buvias Eng. 
Elin lough, -with 2 b ef of caſt gut wy hich oweak 
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+; Ong: ohjeion; /indecd,! ſeerms already, 0g agent} dle 
mode of management, and may hereaiter have influence. Re- 
peated fallows, that admit of no crop for the ſeaſon, are not 
lng he: abſolutely neccilary for the mere pur poſe of kee; ping the 
nd clean, provided” that fi een” crops; and particutariy* Ar ill 
s„ be judiciouſty Introduced; and thought Hould even be 
eh: im Be upon ſome ſoils, to raiſe a K croß of wheat 
wits reibe Flos IE mag admit or 4 deten Whether 
4 crop o hben plgce be“ tue hear, Wilt" witk à gre-n 
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„Upon the wet grounds, the fg ʒime is often, retarded. by 
rains, Jo the 85 19056 mb Inf Ahe fur mers. hd it not in 
their. power .ta.hegip the, (ing 0f 0919: till the; month f 
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Il The plough alluded to does not appear to have any diſtin- 
gulſhing name that is generally known. It is not Small's 
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farmer's cer At prefilnt, "the-ihſufficientty” of che tnel8- 
ſures appears to be attended with Jeſs itcoriveniente, decide 
mere [rower hittte of the fand in the ſtate of paſturage; but 
perhaps the want of ftifficlent KiUlofares id ohe great reaſon 
whpade putife feds bc Ad fe; for where ver THEE is 7 
doſed grooddta'th&Reigttiodrobd; the proprieto 1 6r Alke it 
im his pdwer;-by Krepirg if in paſture, and Rab it a nnyatly 
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pariſh is ſtated ſomewhat higher, — — ſome lands, are 
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ingly a bleachfield, under the, firm, of Richardſon, and, Ca. 


whoſe buildings ne ere F erected, here in the year 
1774» w 2 very arge an inortant, concgrn, gehe 
Fe bps 5 117 J NO is broughs chigfly, from Perth, 
To Fo Dunigrmline, Edinburgh, 3nd Gla{goy 3 out fuck 
s the oy: e of the field, ang the high geputa- 
tj $jon © the aCtipg partner of the company, that, for ſome 
. years Polio a conſiderable quantity, of diapers, in, particular, 
have been 1 regularly ſent to, him, from Darlington in Epgland, 
gh out | o, Scojch, acres are commonly, cavered, With,cloth, 
the wor em ploys + or maintains about 10g. wen, qupmen, 

20d eter Kere are alſo ſome other fields i in, this. pa- 
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woven or ors ofa manu acture in t 2 "town a d viftrif 


5 ia ould fe lead us to 'preſu ume, ; F there 
28 1 bis id ihe baten peeybarly Era 
i ration 2 f bleaching, « or that pothipg. is; wanted.but 
5 w al enter, KY the 119 7 depprimengs , A that the laſt 
70 FOR 7 2 the juſt one, is, rendered Probable, by,the 

AMON uecels of {ome | late attempts, of which, arab | 
able — - aturally preſents iglelt, in,the,cale. of, 1 Prin- 


feld, d Jer the. firm of 2 Foung, Refs «Richardſon, and. Caw f. 
ler WA." eſtabliſhed is in this pariſh. upon, the ſame canal, .1o 


STALE 


lately 3 as the year 1792, and has Already, be gome an object 
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Ten importance, a «3 to be entitled 995. eee ace 
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in chis Nätiſtien report. A bleachffeld opon a ſmall Teake 
gave Way to this tore” important work on the ſite of it; and 
additional an: Having been cots as ve! as ad- 


_— Sf Crekt; SHE the want of market for cotton goods 
im prtfchat, induced many ot the principal manufacturers 


846 Be a part of their working people; or to reſtri 
ther employment to 3 or 4 days in the weck. the managers 
«PAY pelhtficld,. though then but an infant Com bany, re- 
jRe# Fuck un expedient, and at the ſame time ado pted 
indther Welt worthy of being imitated, "if the fame veſt 
Boche bedr. Inſtead of diſmiſſing a any of their pe Pos 
& tehHiting cher days of working, they made a ſmall r 
dation, or the © time, in the rate of wages, which e adde 
the ins re : calily to keep the uſual number. of "hands in 11 n 


J 10 1 


fark e emplo went; z and while, in this ay, t Ee, 8 — 

b To al yeh : 
Keir intuſtry Wh rrelerved to the e the vices Fi 
ariſe Tron” 5 wp Rappily prevented. "This work d © derives 
much àdbüdtage from the ſtaple” manufgQture « of the cauntry, 
around being cloth af fluch kinds as are adapted "to-the Pore 
pofe bf printing. aud from a ſafe, regular, and | expeditions 
cotryeyance of god title London marker, by means of the 
malt vefſels that are Employed"? in "carrying K e. the 
port ö PUN. 0d Befides Gele things, the whole, county, 
out Perth aas altar encourigement to 


ö manufactur 
rers of every Uefetipficn, rom the! average prices of — 


butcher's meat being here conſiderably lower than in the weſt 
of Scotland, which. is At,,pneſent; the principab ſcat of manu. 
ſactures, an advantage naturally derived from the ſuperior 

extent 
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extent arid fertility of the cbuHry, cbtHPAred to the popdla. 
tion of the town and its neighbouring Villages. The kigh 
price of coals is perhaps the only peculiar diſadvantage that 
attend the Hanüfü Surfers of this WAriAr;" and even HIS ic. 
Advahtage Has Been \confiderably leffened by the widow: of 
rde Legiſlaturef in àboliſtning che duty up Teddbortie Fagliſh 
cbals. 233c15go 100 bluow 1647 Homo 19411 gninoba! 
4 65 to 11915101 23 sbs yittubnt to 3n2moys1 '09hit, 
Mage. This average yrarly waged of ploughtmaliure 
9 Land bf a mich fervant 3 I. With boafd or rarhtehlanke to 
eicli j the average day wiges of n alice! printer art 43. of 
1 bfeicher d: Uf an ordinary labourer 1 ννẽ½ da 
Wü boardiogs bobnyot! hn v1.10 nonebaommon; 
1 01 2aktkolq ei 1 iq a5 01 $viisfer ns Hoe 5 
"= Bethe flaflical Statr. The church, which i af eld Suing, 
bas been lately repzired and rendered ctfbemcht. o The 
mhanfe was boilt in the year 1544; ant Rag bebff-Tepaited at 
different kindes: Thie ſtipendi IH cbtffequbnse f NA 
mentation; eonfifis of B chalders of irical and beAT? dhd-55 l. 
DettmgPtoyerher Hh 760 l Sets bf HHO element. 
money. The King is patron. The tnfrfters, “ from the re. 
formation downwards, have been Alexander Young +, Alex- 
ander Balneavis, ſeri,” Alexattifer Balnitavis, jun. f, David 

| Mieldrum, 

SCC i a alzot io n 


* Bleachers have commonly in their power to earn ſome what 
more, by working ſome hours extraordinary. ei. Mi 

+ Mr Alezander Young was prior of the Carmelite Mopaſtery 
of Tullitsm, — under the head of antiquities) and, 
upon embracing the reformed religinn; anitatmittediminiſter of 
Tibbermuir. See Perth Hoſpital Records. „ 1 0 m1 

+ It is worthy of obſervation, that Meltrs Palneavi father 
and ſon; were miniſters of this pariſh for ts fpheèr of foo years, 
notwithſtanding that the ſon did not die miniſt en diene hut was 


—— at the period of the revolution. See Per{h Hgeſboten 
ecards. ; 
5.11%, 11954 


Meld cum. Patrick Duncan, Ale3anger Duff, and John lpglis, 
Ahn pratnt weumbent. :280dri nin ell hag wot „ to adi: 

1:11 9g61navbeltt> Aging vino 415 sd ei Iso fo 22G 
5i1State 064 Fur e Thare are ng beagieg. poor, io the. pa- 
is tary canes commeanily . about. 7 heiner on the 
Talk ef check ps 1 eNerHII NWA in made for 


rendering them comfortable, that would not operate to thę 
diſcouragement of induſtry. Beſides the intereſt of 60 l. 


terlivgd gh elle gens at the Shards S027 mall aro- 
bikafleFinent is mags for: their beter. t ü dme, balk of 
which vip ud byhe,hrejtary,aps Ihe atber.chy, the: far er 
boch e of 4ba. aſſaſſ ut eint mul sted by aH 
recommendation of the county, founded upon, the diſferaut 
acts of Parliament relative to the poor. It is pleaſant to re- 


Mid bIöEs kr. ſeſon never fog. cauſe. dm ang ap- 


pligation, faq, charity, none. being ever, made without.real po 
get r the lower claſſes af people in Seat land he 


ditinguifeqd by that daudable pride. of , en inch 

maben àhem-Arnagle, te the Jath, to MAIYUAMLBICRSGIEF RH 
the-frvjt of, thei Jabour, rather thang depepdrap cap rye, 
on the Schere l g of gail 2d DT .yanom 
251A + gauoY tbacrofA good ovocct pbrewawob aoigm7ol 


vive 4 nv; o Tabla of Papulation, b. eau bn 
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Married perſons t ee ede 

2 Widowers Hagge 11 Pow ATH 3809 120 

43: Widows, : uon Hadw $5018 fowBgnnt tis, ; 
V}1 Unmarrxied houſcholders, aH! o PReSd io Ld 
„„ Antiburghers ene di h 0 3032 
2 Burghers, * 10 191 tr d&' „„open 2281: 
. 047 n ils g d 59d gnr?sdd os 1 q 


WA 
„Wrights, was d £$02110940 A= „I 1000 
Zan MWMeapyers e Aer SAP 41 bu genen 
10 „ be een 1 M mid ihrn 26: 0 Au. 
1444 Taylors 16 39 31407 #0214 1618 eu; non 191 1. 


Male | cy wade 10 rere 
„un Female ſervante 4 % d 
10 Hofer (191/169 91 ab bon £2d bsi ven. 
ac Ce, yoo 14 ow Tiaulw to Ni 174060 5 4: 
ao Sheen nu 3 wwe & 21691 Jig 03 „Dou Sin J 
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ticle, 0 


F . maß ace be traced t. to a very early. period, 
v il com 7 with the nature of the work, muſt give, it 
importance in the view of the antiquary. Itꝭ is early 48 
feet broad, 3 feet deep, and, according to the courſe of the 


n 


water, about 41 miles long; and though its ſource be in 
this pariſh through which it alto runs for about g miles, it 
appears & bo have been originally intended for for the benefit of 


1191 410 14 (46 J I 1111 20 11. T1 3191104 19924 
4250809102492 161011bbs on evich 01 2r8680; 98 2: the 
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the towrr of Perth, where it not only ſerves the cbrn- mills, 
and ſupplies the inhabitants with water, but has alſo contri- 
buted, probably, in former times, to ſtrengthen the fortifica- 
tions of the place; for, when it approaches Perth, it divides 
itſelf into two branches, which ſurround the t6wn'in' a deep 
bed, cloſet to the fife of the ancient walls. Bur it'is chiefly 
in its connection with the corn: milis, that we are enabled to 
trace its antiquity. © The mills of Perth, as ſerved by this ca- 
nal, or lead, having been originally the property of the kings 
of Scotland, are mentioned by them in ſeveral very ancient 
charters ʒ and in the year 1244, we find Alexander H'grant- 
ing to the Monaſtery of Black Friars of Perth, à pipe of 
water from this canal, which he there denominates his Mill- 
lead, cosformably to the name of The King's Lead, which it 
ſtill bears . Upon this evidence alone, the canal in queition 
may unduubtedly be ranked among the earlieſt work of uti- 
lity in our country, of which we ſtill enjoy the advantage. 
It is difficult, indeed, to give credit 7o our ,“ anteflors at /o 
early a pied, for all the enterpriſe and induſtry Me it re- 
quired. + And when we recollect its probable Sela D, origi 
nally, as*an aid to the fortifications of Perth, it Wilker not per- 
haps be unnatural to ſuppoſe it a Roman work ;—at leaſt, 
this idea wilt not appear improbable to thoſe E, be BY An ne 
ferent tirtumſtances, and particularly from the! rm an ap. 
rangetheri bf tlie ſtrects of Perth, aſcribe the td Wi ickelf to 


* raged TAG, 10 il ot = os mom, 

110 34000 2:13 O gib: 20% (PAD 3 1 © „Aan 115 

ad 3½⁰/ 211 flguod! br 0] eli I, 3u0ds 1 

* Sea tha chartubiry ofthe black (Fvikes auf Befth zn the Af. 
chives of King James's, Llofpital chers 142d vid of £169 

+ Whitever there may be in this ſuppoſition relpeging 5 


canal, it appears to derive ſome additional countenance tron, 
the ſamily-hiſtory of the Mercers of Aldie, which enables us, as 
Lay, as, v8 ria er. i i authendig- td traot dhe erm Will of 
Pertii, and con equently this O lead upowwhichthey:des 
dended, to a period, at leaſt, conſiderably earlier than the year 
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Huntiagtower Caſtle, formerly Ruthven Caſtle, which 
is ſituated in this pariſh, may perhaps be entitled ta attention, 
as the ancient ſeat of the Ruthven or Gowrie family, ſo re- 
markablę for its ſingular and myſterious. cataſtrophe: But an 
event which, has been the ground of ſo much controverſy as 
that which is known by the name of, Goweie's Conſpiracy, is 
evidently" too great a ſubject, either for examination or detail 

ma". « e TT Ins JO 211 3-20 


da pk 18 


1244 above: mentioned. Upon the authority of cradition, and 
ſome inſcriptions of uncertain date, together with the circum. 
ſtance. of three mill-ryods being (till a part of the Mereer's arms, 
pe 3 enerally believed, by thoſe who have inquired into the. ſub. 
G cn dork, mills ſerved by this canal were ori inally the 
—.—. of chat family, and granted by them to the kite, who, 
in return, gave them a burial-place in the church of Perth, 95 
which the family ſtul poſſeſſes, And it we compare theſe eir- 6 
cuiuſtances with a charter of confirmation ranted b David 5 
I. tothe Abbey of Dunfermline in the Mir 1140, (See Sir 
James Dalrymple's Colledtions) we find that the tranſaRion al- a 
juded to, muſt have taken place, an J confequent'y that the ca · 0 
nal itſelf muſt hade exiſted, F Bae: to the date of this charter: ; 
For the kingzathercin, either gives away for che firſt time, or 
confirms what his predeceſſors had done in giving away, the | 
whole property cf the church of Perth to that Abbey, in whoſe 
poſſeſſion it accordingly remained till the period of the reforma- 
tion j und conſequently, the royal grant of a burial- place in that 
chureh-rothe family of Aldie, as a return for their ift of the 
malls ferved by this canal, muſt have been of earlier date chan 
the Fear 1140, from which period” the churth and its appen- 
dages were no longer at the diſpoſal of the“ *Kibgs of Scotland. 
If this ſbrt of evidence, then, can wartant ds tb deliexe thaf the 
canal in queſtion belonged to the Mercers of Al ie "before the 
year 11140; there ' alſo ariſes ſtrong prefump tion of a biz 
been a work of Rill earlier eech 0 nature and deſign 
of the work will ſcarce admit of cur belityin it OT baye been 
originally executed by the Mercers, or any 150 amily what 
e ver, but naturally lead to a ſuppoſition of * th. iaving bern, ig, 
the firlt' inltance} a'pubhe' concern, 1 15 este 
now unknown, had at length come into th s pf 2 175 


family, perhaps only as far as regarded irs 0 WAY with 
cern:anlis.” 
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in this Statiſtical Report . The caſtle itſelf is more parti« | 
cularly diſtinguiſhed, às the place where! King James VI. 


was for ſome time confined by the Earl of Gewrie, and 
others, who had entered into a \combiration fot faking the 
yourg King'vut of the hands of his two early favourites, the 
lately created Duke of Lennox and Earl of Arran. James, 
« atter having reſided fon fothe time in Athol, here he en- 
joyed his favourite amuſement of hunting, was now return- 
© ing towards Edinburgh, with a ſmall train. He was invit- 
ed ro Ruthyen Caljle, which lay in his way ; and, as he ſuſs 
© pected no danger, he went thither in hopes of karther ſport. 

The mwffitude' of ſtrangers whom he found there gave him 
c ſome ülkalineſs; ; and as thoſe who were in the ſecret ar- 
© rived eveiy moment from different parts, the appearance 
« of #0 wan tte faces increaſed his fears, He concealed 


b * 


This udeaſineſs,, however, with the utmoſt care; and next 
0 morning prepared for the ſield, expecting to find there 


« ſoine opportunity! of making his eſcape z but jult ; as he was- 


T > p 1 


$ Tad $9, depart, the 0 entered his 9 rg 
8 = i «1 RAW "Br 
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5405 | 715010 Nod 
210 ee | e i Soso 

* The FRO of t} country upon this ſubjerks * 
in 0 paper written, b the, late Mr Alexander Duff miniſter of 
7 is Pariſh, ar pre; ented by him to the Antiquarian Sogiety af 
17 5 And d it may here ſuffice to obſerve. farther, reſperting 
thi family, whoſe,general hiſtory is incorpagattd with thas: of 
thi Nati zn, that, from their ancient proper names, as thete are . 
found 1 In, ' charters of 5 date, they appear to Have been of 
Daniſh « ex Fd In a charter, (formerly quoted) granted to 
the bre Te. of. Sch 55 Walter the Lord of Ruthven, in the 


| 
: 
| 
: 
{ 
; 
: 


reizen of f Wuliam the Lion, be is denominated the fon ob Alan, 
ee of great-grandſon of Thore;z.and it is al. | 
ſo per 700 wor gy of 7 notice, in this view, that che ſord of a ri- f 
vulet, * hie h runs through the ancien manor of this family, and | 
has how ca ire an inguiſhing name, is, in che ſame charter, | 
dene bi 029 6 Lechlin, which is known to be, an an- 
cient hame for Beams. The family is now repreſented by 
Lord Ruthven of Freeland. 
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body, and preſemed'a membrial/ againſt the NlieyaF and op. 
preſſive actions of his two favourites; Who they fepre- 
* ſented-as\moſt dungerbus envtis to the refigion and fiber. 
ties of the nation James, though he retebed their ke. 
monſtrance with the complaiſtrice that was neceſfary Tf his 
«:preferit ſituat ion, was extremely Impatient co be gone; but 
as he approached the door of his apartment, che Tutbr of 
© Glammis rudely ſtopped him. The King complained, ex- 
« poſtulated,/threatened, and finding all thefe without etc, 
© burſt into tears. No matter, ſaid Glammis, fierctly, 
« better children weep than bearded men.“ Theſe words 
made à dtep impreſſion on the king's mind, and were never 
forgotten. Lie conſpirators, without regarding his tears 
or indignation, diſmiſſed ſuch of his followers as they ſuſ- 
„ podted; allowed none but their own party to have acceſs 
c tochim ;; and though they treated him wn great reſpect, 
cr ans perion with the utmoſt care. This enterpriſe 
© is uſbally called by our hiſtorians, The Raid of \Ruthwen *. 
Thoſe-eanecrned in the wann WEAR 
guileyib6 bigts tredfon, 0 0 Io oingg Sl? 19.6 
An cktrabrdary exploit of a fair lady has likewife added 
totherenoww'eh this ancient caſtle, af Hyss given the name 
of The Maiden's Leap, to the ſpace between its two towers, 
weh thong lanited by late buildings; were originally ſepa- 
rate. ,7Aitlmidhipribfithe firſt Farbef Gowti was courted 
by a ydung gentleman of infetior rank, whole preteofions 
were at conntenanced by che tarmy, When u viſttor at the 
caſtla, he was always jodged in a ſeparate tower from the 
young lady One eight, however, before the doors were 
« ſhui, ſhe conveyed herſelf into her lover's Warimenr; and 
F 0 Frying HR wa the © Coupigliguth it, who 
15 6 A 70 1 Ana garwollot zds autting 
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cutting off, as the thought, all poſſibility of retreat, haften« 
« ed. to ſurpriſe them. 'The-youpg lady's:cars were quick. 
« ſhe heard the footſteps of the old Counteſs, ran-to the top 
« of the leads, and took the deſperate leap of g feet 4 inches 
over a chaſm of G0 feet, and luckily lighting on the battle- 
ments of the other tower, crept into her own bed, where 
her aſtoniſhed mother found her, and, of courſe, apologiſed 
for her unjuſt ſuſpicion. The fair daughter did not chooſe 
to repeat the leap, but the next night, eloped and was mar- 
tied. 7. 

1 Akencba forfeiture of the laſt Earl anne this caſtle 
and the adjoining manor, were beſtowed by King James VE 
upon the family of Tullibardine, now united, by marriage, to 
the family of Athol, in whoſe poſſeſſion they {till remain; 
but az all, idea of continuing this for a ſeat of family-refidence 
has been; for ſome time abandoned, the Duke has very wiſe- 
ly availed himſelf of the advantage which the local ſituation 
affords ſor the different manufactures already deſcribed; and 
fuck is thet abange in the circumſtances of the place, concur- 
ring with the genius of the times, that the ſame caſtle, in 
which the proud and powerful baron once confined his king 
25 a priſoner, is now re e N l 
prigters. e Abu th WP to 

Tiblermiir Was, at an GY period, Se ge ide ſexeral 
biſnops of Dunkeld. particularly of Biſhop Gauffrey, arab 
Bichop Sinclair, wha both died here, the one im che peed 
1249, the other i 1337 + eee times, too, the 
501 mont tg w]ũẽůů 9181694 Abo eyes wis 28 prinvipal 
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1 Ea : [3 "of Scettand, a and Jill M. S. Lives of the 
K 00 9! 197 

— the following language of Fordun, Biſnop Geoffrey 

appears to have ben eminently diſtinguiſhed by his munificence, 

and attention to the. inteceſts of his Dioceſe : © Hoc etiam an- 
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principal place of worſhip belonging to this pariſh, was ths 
church of St Servanus *, (commonly called St Serf's Chapel) 
fitnated on the north fide of the river Almond, and accor- 
ding to modern boundaries within the pariſh of Redgorton, 
The defertion of this church is aſcribed, by tradition, to the 
melancholy accident of a child of the Lord of Ruthven, who 
had been baptiſed there, having, on the way home, been 
drowned in the Almond. 

At Tullilum too, in the eaſt end of this pariſh, there was 
once a convent of Carmelites, but the name of the founder 
is not preſerved, Our beſt information reſpecting this place 
is 


no, obiit Epiſcopus Galfridus, in die Sanctae Ceeikae, apud Ty. 
bitmore, et in Fccleſia Dunkeldenſi tumulatur; quam Prae- 
_ © fiis et poſſeſſionibus dolavit, quam Regulis et Inſtitutis infor. 
© mavit, quam veſtibus et ornamentis decoravit, quam fere pet 
omnia exaltavit.” 1 
Biſhap Sinclair's name, however, is ſtill better known in hiſ- 
tory, and the honours that adorn it are not of an eccleſiaſtical 
kind alone. A military exploit, that he perforthed' in the glo- 
Tious reign of Robert Bruce, fo delighted that wiſe and valiant 
prince, that he ever afterwards called him his Biſhæep. Edward 
II. the Engliſh king, taking advantage of the abſence of Robert, 
o Was 1 Pld, ad ſent a great army imo Scotland 
-1: ftorrake revenge for the loſſes of former years 3 and the Englith, 
-| baying been:thrice, deſeated ouglas governar of the bor- 
| Daying f eee by Derbe Fo sd 92 


; recourſe to the expedient of ſending a nava force in- 
to the Forth to infeſt and plunder we hn To check the 
ed. thuſt who. hay 2 de Nunca 9 4 Fart. gf F - 

auemnicg 50 men, and MAICNEQ | e ead towards 
"enem mY * 85 obſerved chew Aan 12 tity in number, 
Re! sFetürning homeward, leaving the countr7p!as the mercy 
ofithe Engliſh, when Biſhop Sinclair, with gb t Hp attendants, 
nt ene met him, Aſhamed of the EarPs timidity, the 
: Bow! aid hold of a lance, aud cafted, WHA%4 laid wet, upon 
> "Mth&friends'f theiricountry 40, folldul him Being wee 
+: obeged;;heſchanged the enemy, with ſuqh vigour, that he quick- 
„I rope them.; and thoſe who el 15 de Ke e Arle, 
having recipititely ed to their {fiips, frany of Ahemewere 
Atowned in their hu ty to embark. Buchanath/Maithard, Oc. 
* Mis M. 8. Lives of the Biſhops of Dunkeld. 
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is derived from Keith's Lives of the, Biſhops, where we learn 
that Richard., Ioverkeithing Biſhop of Dunkel built here 
2 chapel and a houſe | in 1,262, and that the Synods of the 
Hieceſe met here till 1460, when Thomgs Fer Biſhop .of 
© Dunkeld removed them to his own cathedral, * 


5 CF. TO 41 
7 bbermuir has alſo. given its name to, the "bk battle t that 
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vas fought between t the Marquis of Montrofc and the Cove- 
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nanters, though the fe 18 of battle i 1s perhaps as much, if not 


morg, within the parith of Aberdaigy, which at this place 
" —. approaches very near, to the church of Libbermuir. Before 


Gr 90 gagement, the Covenanters were addreſſed by, one of 
their enthuſiaſtic preachers, in a manner ſuited to the geni- 
us of the times. If ever God, ſaid he, ſpoke a word of 
truth out ot my mouth, I promiſe you, in his name, aſſured 
40 Auer, this day but the event was not of a kind to juſ- 


"thy much future. confidence in his promiſes the Cove- 
nanters, amounting to about 6000 foot, and 600 horſe, were 
If completely vanquiſhed by about 1700 half. armed Highlanders 
400 Triſh, who ws 2000 of them dead in ** Held, aud took 
doo e ?- Se | dA 10 Hatt 2UO1" 
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Oboracber of. 1 kel abe übrig i ple 
0 way be it fome aneaſure inferred from the 1 
ce, that there is only one ale. houſe, or u HHH. fhap . 
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poriſh. Their induliry, 100, may be accounted. confierab 
by from what has bee ſaid of their agricnhure —— 
"tures ;; and i if their miniſter's report cati be receives as im- 


partial Ae they are no leſs diſtinguiſhed be. Chriſtian 
| cyt in the dilferent branches of that cardinal virtue. 


: The only peculiar, difadvantage « of outward. Gtwation, un- 
| 42 which they labour, is that of bad roads; and; if ſome 
ſpeedy, and  effeftual metlfod of "improving'tinin>rould-be 


(412) 


adopted, ted, the relief. would be great ind ed! 1 K the mean 
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Vol. XVI. ue! indi- UN #5 bg ai 239014 time, 
„⁰uναν 10 Gon 2413 to envi . M J 


| 


650 Statiſtical Account, Vc. 


time, they are thankful for the advantage they derive from 5 
lately-formed turnpike-ro2d paſſing: through a part of the 
pariſh z and for the gradual, though flow, improvement of 
their other roads, which the ſtatute-labour is in the courſe 
ww Band Bas 
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